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Althouoii llie works (»f I)e Foe are reckoned at 
more two huudri-d in nuinker, it is upon one 
or two only tliat liis pnjsent fame rests. There can 
1)0 few persons to whom his “ Jtohinsou Cmsoe and 
‘‘History of the Plaijfue'’ arc not familiar, and prob- 
ably as few to whom his other works are at all known. 
Of course, his nifmerous political pamphlets are in- 
teiesting only to a small circle of reailers; and c^J'is 
talef^, several from their coarseness, both of subject 
and manner, tire ijuite unfitted for modern circulation. 
Others, which are not o])en to ail|^. such objection, 
ai’e of unequal a-'erit ; but though perhaps somewhat 
tedious as a whole^ they contain many }idmiral)le 
examples of Defoe's/tigoroug and graphic style. 

The selection wliich ig here pr/senied does not 
consist of uuconlltected extracts, but is so arransjed as 
to form three continuous narratives. The first con- 

t 

• tains juearly the whole of that part of the “]\Iemoirs 
•Ca’i^lier,’’ wliich relates to the civil wars in 
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England ; the other two are ahridgineiits of the 
Life and Adventnreft of Ca7>tain Singleton/’ a'^d 
the History of Colonel Jack.’’ These tales hav' 
little or no plot, hut Leilig siinpl}^ stories of adve 
tnre, are easilj^ abridged hy the rejeetion • 

uninteresting or ohjeethaiahle matter: thc^ altfTation 
or insertion of a V(']y few words being all that is 
necessary to preserve a connected narrative. 

^^Eobinson Crusoe” is said ly Dr. Johnson to ])0 
one of the very few books which the n^a-der wishes 
had ])een l<aig(‘r. This little volume of gatherings 
from otluT works liy the same author may, th(?refore, 
not be unwelcome* 
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SKETCH OF DEFOE’S LIFE. 


In tftc‘ y(‘iir 1719, shortly after the jmljlication of ^‘The Life 
and Stirprishig Advaifnrcs of liohinsou Crusoe^ of Yoricj 
Marhterf there apjiVared another 'vvork entitled thus: The 

Llfe%iuid Sinuige Ad'ventuvcs of Mr, T) l)e F , of 

Lioidoiij TTosier^ xoho has livedwnhove Fiftn Years hjj himself 
ill the Kiiiffdoins of North and South Britain,'^'* Truth is, at 
times, as ue are told, wilder than fiction, (»A.nd indeed 
Mr. Defoe, liosier, had in Jiini the materials of a much 
more wonderful hero tljan Robinson ®rusoe, mariner. He 
passed tlirough inudi more surprising adventures, and 
liv(Hl a lift^ of much more astonishing ^meliness. But the 
mariner has ^;ft behind him an immortal autobiography, 
which*' everj^ody reads anyd is charmed with ; while who 
knerprs anything of, the hosier, except that he was Jtlm 
Wuanucusis, so to speak? Wc conceive a warm 
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friendsliip for tins mariner in our eiarly cliildliood. 
arc introduced to him Avliik; we are yet hut a few slops 
beyond the tlircshold of life. The* liosior’s name, and the 
mariner’s infinite obligations to him, we never lioar of till 
many years afterwards, wlion we have come to look tin? 
ixiaringfc with suspicious eyes, ^and to hesitate about be- 
lievin^hat fine journal of liis. 

The biography of Air. Defoe, which we have above 
jnentioned, is in no sense worthy of its subject. LidiM*d, 
it is important only as illustrating the rej)Ute in which he 
was liold by his contemporaries. It is little bette‘r than a 
tissue of libels, according to the judgment of posterity ; 
but it is a fan siimple of the tn^atment Defoe nu.'t with 
from the men of liis own age, am* from the intm of the 
next generation too, for many years after all kinds of 
treatment had become alike to him. He lived in a time 
of many parties, anrf was hated and reviled by each one of 
them, some time or another, in his long life, lie was an 
incredibly unpopular man, and occasionally w^as over- 
whelmed by the storms of abifse which burst on his head 
from every quartr^*. The title of that life of him, to which 
we have alluded, j "obably casts some light on the causes of 
this universal dctf^s\atioii with which he was regarded.^ 
lie dared to live by himself” in the king<^^Ins of North 
and South Britain, at a period v/hen he Avho hd not ally 
liimself body and soul with some one ^arty, was suspected 
and assailed by all parties. lie dared to nmintw.iu 
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ooiiJ^isUiiicy of Ills principles at actinic when tergiversation 
was tlie order of the day. It can be no matter for Avonder, 
tJiereforc', that his con tempo rarfes liad but a little liking J'oj* 
him.* lie Avas not tlie man to liold ^liis peace AA'lieii liis 
indigiiialion Avas aroused. Ih* ni'vcJ* shrunk from proclaim- 
ing the. most unAvelcoiiic tn^ths, in .sea.soiiaiul out of seasoiil^ 
And so his ImMliren hated liini very bilieiiy. 

JIi‘ began his solitary existence in the jear 1G(>1. lie 
Avas tlie son of James Foe, a butcher, somewhere in tlie 
jiarish *of* St. (liles', Cripplegati*,. We know v(*ry little 
about tills butcher, except what may safely be inferred 
from our knuvvl<A'lge of the son. "riie only piece of litera- 
ture ^ corn] losed by him, that i;-» extant, is a servant giiTs 
character. “Sarah PU;rce,’' the document runs, “lived 
Avith Us, about lifteen or sixteen years since, about two 
y<‘ar{^; and behavi*d lu'rself so well that wc n‘Commeiided 
her to Mr. Cave, that godly •ministi?’, Avhich wo should 

Jiot have done, had not her conversation been becoming the. 

> 

gospel. .Fr<»m my. lodgings at tlie Bell, in Broad-street, 
having left my house iu*Throgmortoii-street, Oct. lt>, 1705. 
Witness my liand, James Foe,” We iwvd scarcidy say 
now that Mr. Foe Avas a diss<*nter, andJt rigid one. We 
siHi fi*om the date^jf this certificate thal^ie had Ih^ed to see 
Ills son Danief'fittain a vtTy i*miiient position in the Avorld, 
and ]nake IjifS name very widely known, for good or for 
■ crvil. 

^'3rhe ;fouiTg Deft#ii’s earliest associations could nbt have 

a 4 
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boon of a very satisfactor} kintb The clecacl in which'' ho 
waw l)orii forms no very In'illiant passage in our liistory. 
Neither at home nor abroad is tin* prosj>ect of it a che(‘rful 
one. It is a thirig f<»r a country to bo niled ove^' by 
a merry monarch, esj)ecially after a time of strait-lai?ed 
hotions and an enforced sobrit'ty. Th(‘ little Danicd many a 
time, uiidtaibtedly, henrd the signs of the times disciisst'd 
hy his fiitlicr and his /ath<*r's dissenting friends in a tone of 
intcnsc‘ dissiitis/Jictioii. A member oi“ Dr. Aniu'shy’s cmi- 
gregati<»n — tlu* doctor was the (‘j<‘cted ]>ars(m of CA’i])i)lc‘gate 
— Avoiild have l»ul very scanty sympathies with tlu' ])ro- 
fiigacy of the court and the react ionary^eycH'sses of the 
\vhoh‘ nation. The honest Engli.diiiian must liave gr/»aued 
deeply that year T.)e Unyter sailed n]> tht‘ IMechvay. lie 
had survived a very diflereiit onler of things. The little 
sou inay have stood by his fiiilier’s side in that dismal 
JuiKi 10C7, and seen in'tln^ distance, with a child's 
w^onder, the sky reddimed with the glare of the ships 
blazing on til e river. 

lie was but four years of age,, wdieu the jdagiie, oC 
which he wais de^^iIled to be the giviit Iiistoj’ian, breke ouf. 
It raged violentlyVn the neighbourliood of his home. Tie 
might, perhaps, luite a dim recollection^ of some of those 
ghastly scenes he so graphically describes. sITe might just 
remember hearing the dead-carts go down tli entree ‘ts in the 
'sikiiice of those awful nights, and the diand-bellsj^dling out ' 
their tefrible signals. Of the great fire vn the fuiloAvIng y^:* 
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he ■^'ould retain a nioro vivid il*membrancc. And so his 
childhood was j)ass(‘d amongst tr(‘Tn(*ridous spectacles. 

lie was intended hj^ iTis j)*irents for the Pr(‘>sljytcrian 
ministry. AftiT 1)(‘ing instructed in thf» rudiments of learn- 
ing hy Dr. Annesley, he -was sent, at the age of limrteen, to 
the T)iss(‘iitiMg Academy at Newington, Avhere he remained 
flair years. In his after life he always acknowledged the 
great(‘st ol>ligations tf» Mr. Cliarles Morton, tin* then liead of 
tliat estahli shim Tit. lie went throngh a course of tlicology, 
of ])()lHic'<d sc‘ienct‘, of mathematics, of natural jJiilosophy, 
of logic, geography, and history; and made some acquaint-* 
ance Avith the Jjalin and Gr(‘ek, and one or two modern 
Jangfiag(‘s. “ Illiterate as 1 am,’' he wrote many years after 

his sehool-da\ s in rep]^}" to a Irma dent assault made upon 

• • 

him I)}" Swift, “ I h?iv(‘ Ixaai in my time pretty av(‘11 master 
of five languages.” It may lie doubted, therefore, whelhi'r 
hislil)i‘llershad the truth on th?ir si di‘{vhen they reproached 
him Avitli litter ignorance and illiteracy, fellow,” says 

Cay of pefoe in 1.711, “who had excelliTit rJttural parts, 
but Avanted a small /oundation of hOTuing, is a liA^ely 
instama* of those Avits,,Avho, as an ingewions author says, 
Caidun; but one skimming.’” And ]\lf. Cay spi‘aks Avith 
great modiTatioi^ comparatively. AVt conc(‘ivo that the 
real accusatiiT* against him Avas, that he had not been edu- 
cated at oiy; of tin' UniAWsities. That Avas a brigl^t and 
pjdiuy^ieriod for Uiyversity men. pxford and Camlirulgii 
“^"re Riiit)pc>!Ked lor^the most part to enjoy the monopoly of 



A SKETCH OF DEFOE's LIFE, 


xii 

polite education. It was ’Sil)surd f’nr any one lo lay claim 
to scliolarship and erudition avLo had not tliumhed his 
*‘^Gradns ad Panaissunt'^'^ a<, those* illustrious seminaries. 
Eh‘}>;ant Latin versc'j^ Avero llu* ])ass])oi-t to a rei)n1ati<a' for 
learning. Alcaics and Sa})phies had it tluar own Avay piH‘tty 
much. An error in the quantity <»f a syllable was the most 
unj)ardonal>lt* /?///./• a man c<add cojiniiil. fliulgcd by 
this stiuulardj Defbo, it may lu*, dcscTved in r(‘spcet to his 
learning all llie contumely his contemporaries hea])ed u])on 
him. TIis training Avas of a. more practical bind, MH*«’)r(ling 
‘Avitli modern notions, avo fancy, much mort* than that other 
the fashionable syslian. 

The four years of his life that passed bclAAaa*!! his lodving 
school and the publication of his fir^st Avork \V(‘ knoAv ]iilli‘ 
about but by inference, from our knoA\i(‘dg(‘ of his charac- 
ter. We may Sid'ely infer that in all the* sllri'ing (pu*?*'lions 
of the day lie took an eager *iji1(*i*est. That restless ac'tivity 
of Jiiiiid, Avhich^fearacteris(*s him throughout all hi.^ car(‘er 
so far as Ave^are ac(]uaint(Hl AA'ith it, could not have alhnved 
liiin to remain an uninterested and idle a\ it ness of tlu' sc(*nes 
passing around Idni. In lie Avrote “ 77/c 

against the Avhich AA^ork shoAV's us at ojice Avith 

Avhat earliest eyes ht regarded the (‘vaaits tht‘n transj)iring. 
It is informed by that spirit of strong coinmMi-sense, Avhicli 
fi'om Jhe beginning to the end of his life insjiirc^ (wery word 
'Dtuiicl Defoe uttered^ From tliis tivu* he ceases^to bo a 
snectatof f»f lln^ drama that, Avas thf*]i n(*rtik »rn^*d Tb. 
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hih»rl('s with flic actors, and ir no inconsidora1)l(* fi<niro 
airioir^st tliciii. IIo hcconu'S one of tlu^ most tlion»ii,o;li, 
froin;j^, ciuTL»“ctic, sincoVo * nen« of liis time — ]K‘rhai)s tlio 
most so. ![(* is always npon tin* stam'- in some ca]>acity or 
anot[i('r; now a ]>oet, now a zc‘alons yet Qlt*ar- sighted poli- 
tician, now full (»f plans for tin* {)r(Mnotion of British com- 
jn(rc(‘, irow inteiit on d<nnestic ndorins; ahva 3 's a trnc- 
h(‘art(*(l, truth-tellinp: Kntrlislnnan. And those parts he 
jKTforms, tor tin' most ]»art, amid tin* hisses of conlem- 
p(n’ari(% diis noM(‘st efforts jnisn‘prt‘s(*nted and revis'd, 
liis ;ri‘eat(‘st sen’i(*es iinr(‘(*ognised. I'he year lOSo in ‘ 
his lif(‘ eorrespouds with that melancholy time* m Mr. Crii- 
soe's^ad ventures, when av<‘ let the Ix^at fro and ccanmittod 
ourselves, Ix'ing eleveii in nnmher, to (lod's imn-cy and 
the wild si*a/' and* shortly aft(*rwards ^‘a raging waive, 
mouiTlain'lilo*, came rolling asttn*n of us ^ and to(»k 

ns wnth such fury that it oA'eisi't the hoat at onc(*; and 

sc'parating us as avcII from the hoat as from fme anotlun-, 

% 

gave ns hot tiim* Jiardly to say, * () (h)d !’ for ^e \V(*n* all 
su^allow<'d nj) ill a moment,” — in short, it corres[K>nds w'itli 
Mr. Crns<H‘’s shipwreck and his (‘iishinr introduction to 
Ills island monarch3\ * liis ‘‘ Treatise'"' f/ve mortal offence 
to tlu* Dissenters, ^vith wdiose party Def^^e was of course to 
a large (*.\tent Klentified, as he was to his last days a con- 
sistimt Disscgucr, though n» lnd(*pendent, Fifth -moiu^'chy 
•man, oivjjcvidlor ; aiijil from the dati? of its appearance, ai 
ISdow i»f mistrusl ^‘ame hetweeii him and them. Jle w^as 
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manifestly a dangerous m^n, not to 1)0 coerced into anan- 
thinking comj)liancc witli fill the views and bigr)tri(‘s of the 
sect, lie was not to bt' dej)**ndecl on. There was in him 
a large-h(‘arteduess aod an originality which could not be 
too S(‘ViTely roprcluaided. 

At this time, probably, Defoe carri(‘d on business as a 
hosier, (»r hose-iiiclor, in Freeman’s Court, Cornhill. The 
original idea of making a minister of him had be(‘n dis- 
missed. He speaks himstd I* somewhat mysteriously ()f this 
changi* in his vocation. ‘‘ Tt is not ofUm,” he writes in a 
number of the llcvieWy that I trouble you with any of my 
divinity ; the pulpit is none of my ^ It was my dis- 

aster first to b (3 s(*l. a])art for, and then to b(^ si‘t a])art \rom, 
the honour of that siiered emidoy.’’ The int(‘r2)retation of 
this j)assage would illustrate curiously,’ w(‘ susp(‘ct, tlu' re- 
lation of Mr. Defoe to his Dissenting friends. » 

Ills next notaV)le proceedhig was his joining the Dube of 
Monmouth. He sifoiiis to have* ])laeA'd implicit crediaice 
in the Prot^’stant professions of that handsome noldeman, 
and to have looked upon him .as the great cham])ion of the 
TJeformalion priucij/les, and so t,o be snj)j)orled by all 
genuine Dissenters. Wlum tlie diike’s cause* was ov(*r- 
tlirown, Defoe.* ha(t' to s(*e to bis own j^iersonal sjifety as 
best be might. Probably he visited tin* ^continent for a 
whil/*. At any rate he* made kis escape* frol^ Juelge Jef- 
•fretys. Our he»sii*r would have fare^l but poorljj,had he* 
been call eel to confront that bleiody inai^ of Inw 
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Cruf^oe woiild llicii novel* have mot with a biegraplier, and 
tJio man Friday would have been everlastingly a stranger 
to us. 

After an absence of a few montlis Defoe returned to 
London and his business in Freeman’s Court, not by any 
means, henvever, ridaxing his inten^st in passing events. 
It was now that he assunieil that name by which posterity 
knows him. We are not informed of the. reasons that ac- 
tual (h 1 this chaiig(‘. Of course his enemies gave him credit 
for V(*jy disn*j)utable ones. 

From this time* to the Revo1utie)U he was the most 
strenuous o 2 )poneTit of King dames and every thing that 
save^ire'd of a Papistical tend<‘ney. He delected at once 
llu* real obje^ct e.onlein plated by liis majesty in the re])eal 
of tin* Pemal LawSjVand vehemently warm'd the Dissenters 
agaijist acc(*])ting that specious favour. English ProU^st an t- 
isni had no braver, no more a^h* champion than this hosier 
of Freeman's Couvi. Never was there any one who hailed 
the arrival at our shores of the Prince of Orange* with more 
sincere, more constant satisfaction. When King William 
and his Queen attc-nded the city-feast givi*n in their honour 
ill 1GH9, Daniel Defoe rode in that of ^‘volunteer 

horse, made up of the chief citizens, ^/.i gallantly mounted 
and richly ac^:)^^5red,” and rejoicejd so to express his grati- 
tude to the ilfaii whom he regarded as the saviour of his 
country, ^hc reign (jfKing William may be siiid to com- 
ja’eheij^d tlyj happiest years of De Foe’s life, — of his public 
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life certainly. That moiiarcli soon heeaine. acquainted rith 

the sterling talents and gcainine fhlelity of his admiring 

sul:>j(‘ct, and fully a])preciated hiiK, and adniitltnl him to his 

confidence. These tAVo men Avcre AVell iitled to nnd(‘rstand 

each other. It is to l>e regretted that onr details of their 

connection are so nu*agre. Defoe always spoke of it as 

the highest honour of his life. In after days he never 

ni(‘ntioiJS his patron but with a broki'ii voice, so to sj)eak, 

and a heart oveHlowing with grateful ri‘culIi'etions. lie 

recognised in AVilliani one Avhom he could admire A\;ilh all 

.the ijiteiise sincerity of his nature; and fm' a few years, it 

may be, the loiieliiu'ssorhis life was iuterru])t(‘d. I never 

forget his goodness to nu*,” lie sriid of ///.s* king, Avheiv his 

own life was Aveai-ing away. It was niy lionoiir and. 

my advantage to call him j»iastor*as well as sovert'igii. 

1 nev(T ])ati^'ntly heard liis memory slighted, nor even* can 

do so. Had he live^l, he Avpuld nev(*r have sntferiMl me 

to be treated as I have been in this world.” In 1701 he 

took up arms in defence of liis kind master. Foj', in s])itc 

of the immejis(^ scawices King William had done fur the 

countiy, he received but a cliurl’s* tljanks from it. lie 

received the most virulent abuse l*rom it. Amongst his 

libellers, one of th^ most infamous and audacious was 

one Mr. Tutchin. That gentleman, in his gocm of ‘‘ The 
* 

Foreigners," had the tiice to taunt the king wtfh liis foreign 
extraction, and to brag of “ tlie pure EngUsh breed.” Tlie , 
cup of the Amoritea was now full; and Defoe comd re 
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sfrajfi Ills iiulipiation <iio lorigor. IIo answered The 
’’ Avitli Ills Trne-^l)orn Kn(jJi.^hni(fn,^^ There is 
great power in tin's work, juid a wonderful vigour of exj)res- 
sion, and an intcaise (*arnestn(‘ss. But it is T)y nr) in^^is an 
elegant or a refin(‘d work. He anatoniisr^s M i*. Tutchin’s pure 
EngHsh hrc'ed, and conics to v<;ry sorry conclusions about it. 

“ TIio* Bom;nis first witli Juliiis came, 

all llie iiatitms of* that mime, 

(laiils, Greeks, and Jjonihards; ami, l>y computation. 
Auxiliaries or slaves of evV}' iialion. 

With He ngist Saxons; Danes with Sweuo came, 

In seaivli (d’ j»Iundt‘r, not in s(‘UTeh of fame ; 

Seot*>j. I*ic1s, and Irish from th’ TTilu'mian shore; 

And eoiKj'ring William brought the Normans o’or. 

•All these th<‘ir barbarous offspring left behind, 

The dregs of arniit»s, they of all mankind, 

Illeiided with Ilritor/, who before were hero, 

Of whom the Wtdsh hif Idesf the eharacter. 

^3'roni this ainj)hibious, ill-born mob began 
Tliat vain, ill-naturt‘d thing, an Englishman.” 

The; less vsaid about our jiedigree the better, 

“ 'Tis well that' virtue gives nobility.” 

The sale of this poem, this outburst t-f honest indig- 
nation, was immense. 'The nation could/not but feel the 
truthfulness of it, l^owevcr little aflTectioh it might conceive 
toAvards the autiior. But Befoc was not of a nature to be 
H^leterred fronj speaking the truth from any selfish consiJe- 
^•raiions. « His sinccrit*\^ did not permit hun to stand hesi- 
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tating about tlio consequences, 'allien lie saw before liis 
eyes vice triunipliing, and virtue overwhelmed with 
obloquy. In writing the True-horn Engliahmany'' he had 
obey|^ the dictates of his rightc'ous anger, and ncv(*r given 
k thought to the bitter harvest of enmity In^ was^after- 
wards to roaj). 

The 21st of Februar}" 1731, when King William’s 
horse. Sorrel, stnmldc'd })etweeii Hampton Court and Ken- 
sington, and tinvw his already worn and d(‘bilitated master 
violently u])on the ground, Avas a heavy day l<>r Defoe. 
Tlie only man Avlioni he ever truly and failliAilly looki'd np 
to and reverenced was taken from him. He wasonei* more 
alone in the world, and alone in a worhi that hated him 
and his plain-spoken Avays. J I is ojily protector Avasgone, and 
the hour aiidpoAveruf darkness AA’ai» ap^iroaeliing for him. 

But Ave must say a Avord about his j)rivate ]ifi‘ during 
King William’s reign. The hosiery business did not suc- 
ceeel \crj Avell. Probably tin* attention he bestoAved on* 
public affairs iuterfcnxl considcraldy Avith his l;a])its as a 
tradesman. The hidg(*r did not quite luirmonise Avith 
[)olitical pain])hlcts and attendance .on tlie Court. In 1(592 
liC failed in Ijis business, and Avak fain U) take refnge for a 
while in Bristol.’ In his retirement there he Avrotc his 

Ess(f// on Pi^ojectfiy'' — a Avork which singularly illustrates 
the vigour and the fertility of his mind. .nAmongst. other 
schemes, he proposes the institution of a College for tin?’ 
l^ducation of Women. And here wb wish to poini outjlie* 
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high tgmc in which Defoes always speaks of the other sex, 
in an age notoriously debased m this respect. Sletdc 
usually has the credit given liiiii of being the first writer 
^f that time who by his exanipfe protested against the low 
and denioiPilising estiinatiou in which women were held. 
Sev(*ral years, however, b(*fore Steele refined and civilised 
his age, l)y entering this noble protest of his and adopting 
a more elevated ton<*, Defoe had en(l(*avou]X‘d to tc^ach the 
siinie lesson, lie had endea,v<nired to bring a])out a refor- 
ination l>y Insisting on a Avomaifs rights to share the 
advantages (hat wi‘re then confined to men. If, as has 
•l)een said, I)efo(‘ Js no fav<>urit(» with the ladies on account 
orih^> very s<'eoiHlary [)osltioji th<‘y hold in Hohufsoa 
]<*t them l)y no ipeans attribute this si‘emiiig 
3ieglect to any studied de’preeiation of tlumi, and (heir im- 
])ortanee in the world, and iheir capacities of influence and 
i duration. In that time of gallantry, tiny had no more 
sincere, more* honourable, morc*respectfu! adorer than Mr. 
Defi)C, A woman,” Im ssiys, *‘Avell bred and well taught, 
furnished additional accomplishments of know- 

ledge* and ^f)ehaviour, is a creature M^ithout comparison ! 
Her Society is the einl)leni of sublimer en joyments : slic is 
all softness ami sweetness, love, wit, ainj^ drlight.” 

After residing {f>me time in Bristol, he was enabled to 
effect a comiHi^s/tton with lus credite>rs. Wc are told that 
in' afior ycai», wlion he was in compjiratively good circiim- 
6timc(rs,'lie*tiischargod*j),ll his old debts in fuU, though, in a 
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legal point of view, r(?leas(»(] from all clalmf^ upon liiin. 

Even Ills enemies were eom]K‘ll(*(l tlien to acknowledge the 

1 

consiimm.'itc integrity of the man. Upon returning to 
London, lie estahlislied sonic* tilo-kiln and lirick-kiln Avorks 
at Tilhury-on-the-Tliames, and scums to have prospered 
fairly for a few years. Some friends of his oirenul to settle 
him as a factor at Cadiz, but he Avas miAvilling tc) leave 
Enghind ; he felt that there Avas A\u)rk for him to do th(*re. 
While airryirig on his business at Tilbury, lu* occujiied a 
house on the banks of the Thames. It Avas during this 
periiul of his lite, prc»bably, that he* siiav and studied those 
singular In'roes — “ friends of the sea, and foes of* all that liA^e 
on it” — Avhose habits and ad\u'ntnres lu* delighted in his 
later days to pourtray, Avitli his eharaet(*ristic mimiteiu'ss. 
Undoubtedly he Avas endoAved Avith that congcuiiallty of 
temperament Avhicli is so im*stimal>l(* to a student (»f num 
and manners, and had the art of striking (’riendshi])s Avitli 
and Avinning the confidences of those boistca'ous sjiirits he 
mot Avith. Would that Dampier, or one of his felloAVs, had 
left some record of his intercourse Avitli the s<')cial)le tile- 
maker ! 

When Queen Anne rweended the tlirone, and the High- 
flyers “ unfurled tlieir bloody flag and banner of defiance,” 
and the Nonconformists were threatened with extermi- ‘ 
nation, Defoe could not be expected to hol'd his peace. In 
. 1702 he produced his “ Shortest Wa>/ with thi Dissenter's.",' 
"Wliile professedly written on the High Chur<Ai wdc, this 
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woi’k reiilily ii treniciMfms attack ui)oii tliat party. It 
iir/fos the adoption of tin*, most ju(*rciless (H>ursos towards 
tlu* I)iss(‘iiteJ’s. “ Tlicy are to be rooted ont of this nation, 
k' ( ver we will live in pence, or s(‘rve^ God, The lij-dit, 
. fxjlisli haiidllij^^ of tlu'iii by lines, is their pjlory and ad van- 
tai»e. If tlu* gallows inst(‘ad of •the Conij)ter, and the 
gallons inst(‘ad of th<* fines, were tlu* reward of going to a 
cinivi'iitiele, tlieia* Avould not l)e so many sufferc'rs.” The 
iiiiniltal)h‘ gravity of tin* style*, for awhile, oom])lelely im- 
])nsed upon his |pad<n*s. The Dissenters regarded the 
author of it as tli<*ir di*a<lliest and most unsparing enemy. 
Tlie (►lln.T iiietioii ])ronouneed liim llieir most (‘fiicient 
ehaiiiplui), A Gamlnidge fellow, of tlu* Saelieven*!! per- 
*s?iasi(>ii, rauk<‘d the treatii^e wfth tlie Bible and the Saered 
Comments. But, however the lu*als and excitements of 
C'caitrofersy might j(>r a time* blind men’s eyes, and lead 
astray tlieir judgments, tin* Initl^woidd be rev(*aled at last. 
Tlie irojiy that underlay e\(*ry word in tliis wonderful 
pain[>lih‘t could not esea]>e notielrfor ever. And then there 
broke ont a, tremendous tiinwdt of indignation against this 

I • 

man who had made a njgckei-y of every Vnly. lie Avas 
soon discaivered to be Daniel DeJbe, and indicted for libel- 
ling the Tory part^. Defoe surrenderefl himself to take 
his trial, Avas fuiyid guilty, and Avas sentenced to })ay 200 
, jj^Atirks to the ?[neen, to stand throe times in the pillory, 
to be imj^j'isoiied durinj]^her majesty's pleasure, and to fmd 
surGitics for hi% good bthaAyjmr for seven years. It Avas 

h2 
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ro.solved by the TToiise of Coftmions llint Tltc Ghortes 
\V(fij irith the Dis^ieutvrs^ beiiip^ full of false aiul scjaii-/ 
(lalous reflections on Parliament, and tending to ]»ro- 
motc sedition, be burnt by the* hands of the couinion hang 
man/’ And so Daniel Defoe found liiinself in llu* lion's den, 
and there came Jio angel to shut these lions’ nioulhs. 
Nothing f<)r him, llieii, but jeers and biifletijigs and curses. 
Was Ca •usoe ever so touchingly loiU‘ly as was his bio- 
grapher, when he stood before his accust'rs in the Old 
Bailey, and rec(Jgnised scarce a syni])atl^ing face ? 

In tlie proclamation for his arn-st thi‘re is a curious 
descri 2 )tion of his outward man. lie is represi^nted as 
‘‘a middle-sized, S 2 )are man, about forty 3 a‘ars idd‘; of a 
brown complexion and da’i^-browii colouj'ed hair, but* 
wears a wig; a lioohed nose, a sha]“i> chin, ©*’*7 
a large mole near his mouth.” 

lie stood in the jdllofv, that hieroglyjhic State iha- 
chine, contriv’d to punish F'ancy in,” as ht!; descrilx'd it, 
tlie last three days of Jif!y 17<)o. Tin? triumph of his 
enemies was, however, by no .means .so complete as they 
had intended i to bo. The mob, ’ t s(*ems, tliat assembled 
around their victim trciated Jiiin witli no dLsresp(‘Ct, but 
w ith all honour,*' tlir(»wing at him only flowiTs. In after 
life, how^ever, he was never allowed to forged lliis iiifiimy. 
The fellow that was pilloried — I forget LRi name,” sne^e^jjs . 
the great Swift. 

“ Earless on high Bto(»l unabashed De Foe/' 
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{Queers I^opc, tli(‘ n;n*at SwWs friciul. And so oveiy ras- 
cally scril»l)l(-*r — all whose, names ^ire now utterly f<)rgott('n, 
and it is w(.rt]i no man's Avliih*. to grul) for them — had his 
siK'or at the I)(‘f()e, whom we of these days res])ect so 
,siiieer(‘ly anJ\ lionour so pn^foiindly. ^ 

After passing tliroiigh this ord»al, lie was thrown into 
prison to fiiHil the. remainder of his liard scmtenee. TIis 
private affairs AV(‘r(* reduccMl to a stat(‘ of inevitahlo con- 
fusion, and llnis he was a second tim(‘ a ruin(‘d man. Ikit 
he iK‘ver lost lieartj n(‘V(‘r thr(‘W asidc‘ liis j)en in disgust, 
never resign<‘d liimsfdfto despair; hut wore ratlier in his 
l>(>nds a e1n‘erful hrow.” lUt prodn(*ed, as lie \i\j in his 
]n‘ison,* th(‘ first nninher of that nieim^rahle serial, “ 
Vterinr"* — memorahle. not^ so*.*much for its intrinsict mcM’it 
as containing in it tin* siigg(‘stion of tliose incomparable 

papers,* th(» Taflrr,'< mu} th<‘ Spe*’f(tturs ; ior there (am be 
... • . . 
little d<uibt that St(‘cde was indel^(*d for some of his leading 

ideas to the entcTtaining part in every sheet” of “ The 

/tVr/c/e,” “ Being Advice from the Scandal Club to the 

Curious Emjuirers, iw answiM* to Letters^s(*nt them for that 

purpcw.'’ f.)f course, this (mtcTtaining ^lart” is vastly 

inf(?rior, in point of execution, to the oss;)y« of Mr. Isaac 

Bickerstaff and his ^imous coadjutors. I^eftxfs liumour is 

not to 1)0 conipryed with Ste(‘l(*’s. He was too inbmsely 

jjkfff:)rb(‘d in tifti gia^at (jueslioiis of the day, and by nature 

of too -scfber *and serious a turn of mind, to have eitlmr 

any disposition or any* taldgjit for that graceful, ;|.>layful 

1)3 
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style, of 'Nvliieh Steele was so eonsiiTuinate aniastor^^ “ The 
” was pul)lislie<l yt first (mew a wi*ek/tlien twice, 
and eventually tlirc'e times — on Tu(*s(lay, Tliursday, and 
Saturday. It \vase(mlinn(‘d till tin* year 171*1; and durin*' 
all tlies(^ nine years r)etoe was the lu‘urt and soul of il, witli 
scarcely any assistanei*. «'We may be sure that its influence 
upon liis contomporarii‘s was not iiisifmifieant, from the 
outcry tiny raised apiinst it. They rapfcd furiously a^Lnunst 
it on (‘Very hand ; but they never sh()f>k from his fixed 
resolve this ///.‘jOow (tc teiKfi'om propf^ti rirtun. IIi‘ would 
make himself heard. “ ILnv and when,” he wys, lost my 
Eng'lish liberty of speakiiif; my mind, I know not ; neither 
how Uiy spt^aking my opinions, AvillH)ut fear or reward;' could 
authorise any one to call nV^ villain, rascal, traitor, and' 
such opprobrious nainc‘s.” Undoubtedly thei*e were times 
when he felt very keenly his hmely position, lliit la; was 
supported by a noble* consqiousn(‘ss of his rectitude*. “ lb* 
that cannot live above the scorn of s(*r)undrel.s is not fit to 
live. Dogs will bark; and so they shall, without lessening 
one moment of my tranquillity-.” 

He was released from prison-#— “ rec(?ived his sight,” to 
use his own phrase — in 1701, throngh the intervention of 
Harley, and took’nn active part in public affairs down to 
the death of Queen Anne. In 1705, he. was sent" on a 
secret mission. In return for his good sfervice in 
' employment, he was presented, pyobahly, with r>om(i ae-* 
knowl(jdgment of her MajestjjJr. ajJproval, in the Ksliape of 
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cither V pensicjii or some little aj)jx)iiilmeiit. About this 
tijijc it may be conjectured tl^it lie engaged in the Avool 
trade. MeanAvliile, tlie rancour of liis enemies daily grcAv 
more savage against him. When his private affairs called 
liim into tlic Avest(;rn counties, the ^^liilistines conspired to 
hidna]) liinj, and pack liiiii offt<» 1^\c army on tlie continent. 
St'veral countiy magislrat(*s hatched a plot to apprehend 
him for a A^agabond. The enemies he had left at home 
coniinenced .endl(‘ss suits agjiinst him lor fictitious debts. 
liei]ig a man of great personal bravery and undaunted re- 
solution, he boldly iaced all these antagonists, and managed 
to tliAvart their malice. JJut these things were very hard to 
bear.* Of a surety, liobinson Crusoe never knew so bitter 
*a solitude. % •* 

Jn 1700, my Lord Godolphin presented him again to kiss 
the Royal liands; Avhich e.Qremony lading performed, he Avas 
despatched to Scotland tocarrj^on negotuitions Avith respect 
to tlie IJnidri. With that great achievement of Queen 
Anne's reign he was throughout most intimately connected, 
lie directed and ordere<l all its details, and subsequently 
jmblished *a most excelk*nt liistojy of it. • 

The most imi)ortant feature in die following seven years 
of Defoe’s life is^is connection A\'ithljRu*lcy. “ This base 
wretch,” says# Oldmixon, that most biased of historians, 
•alluding to^ Tiis brother Wliig, “ look money at the Siune 
time'fr^m^the Lord Ciodolpliin, Avho paid him lialf a yearns 
pension after he wrot8 against him, and of Mr. R. Harley, 
• b4 
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who sent him to Scothiiid.asa spy wlion llie Treaty of* Union 
'was on foot, and lve])t. hijri in j>ay ov<t after, as a man whose 
conscience was exactly of a size with liis own.” “ Foe,” 
runs aiu^llier passagp in the sjune veracious chronicler, ‘‘ as 
■wen as Harley, had bc;<'n a rank Presbyterian or Tiule]>en- 
dant, and liavirig passed • througli l)ankru])tcy as a hosier 
was ready in any drudgery thallu* could get sonu*thing by.” 
Certainly the Whigs never forgave Pefoe for his intimacy 
with Harley. In all the vituperations th(yheap(‘d upon the 
(.me, the other had his share. But through all his life 
Defoe disclaimed the idea of bcdiig trammelled by the views 
of any particular party. It wns jn-incijdes, »iot parties, that 
he fought for. That, therefon;, h(‘ should have been ou 
friendly terms with Oxford, ftr wl'om, it nmst be* nanem-* 
bered, he was under very gr(‘at obligations, argues not 
the slightest fluAV in his political consistency, unless' it is 
found that that friendshij,' in any way j)erv(a*tt*,d his 
opinions. Now that this Avas the case posit ire ft/, nom* can 
maintain who is at all acquainted Avith tin* fiefs (d'thc cas(‘. 
There may be a little donl)t,])erhaj>s, as to Oxford’s •' 
influence nj)on ^iiiin ; tliat is 1or%*jy, as to whc'ther his 
feelings of gratitude and friendshij) for tliat statesman 
may not occasionally^ have impos(*d sil(‘n(j*e upon him. For 
our OAvupart, W(* entirely rej<‘ct the notion that during these 
years DefcKj AA-as doing daily 'violence to his conscieiicf?.'*^. 
Such a hypothesis is perfectly incompatible aauIIi Defoe’s 
character and Avith his coiidiictr'^’oufi the beginning fo the 
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imd oflm political career. * ^Totliing can be more satislactory 
tliJin the answer lie gives this as}H;rsion npoti his honesty, 
in his ‘‘ Appmiy Was then ‘‘ The Annalid' justified in 
talking of “ an anihoflextroiis nicrcenfyy dirty scri})bler, 

• Daniel Foe”? and what aj)ology can 1^' made for the Whigs 
j)Ouring such tornaits of a])nso on* ///s head wdio had most 
1)ravely, at all seasons, niaintain(*d their cause ? “1 was,” 

— he writ(‘S Avhen i-eviewdng his public life — “ I was from 
jny first entering into the knowledge of public matters, and 
liav(* (‘ver been to this day, a sincere lover of the constitu- 
tion of my c<nintiy ; zealous k>r liberty and the Protestant 
iij1en‘st; but a (constant follower of mod(‘rate principles, a 
vigorous oppose!* of hot measures in all. I never once 
changed my ojaiiion, my •priiTciples or my party ; and let 
Avhat ^y\\\ be said of changing sides, this I maintain that 
I nev<^r one(‘ deviated Irom tlie Uevolution jn'inciples, nor 
fi’om tli(^ doctrine* of libc’rty amk property on which it was 
founded.”- * 

In 171” tliis unfortunate man, being an ardent retainer 
of tlic Hanoverian inti‘r<‘sts. Wrote three pamjdilets in behalf 
of it in a strain of siieh fine iroiy, that the^ w«*re all taken 
for Jacobinical lu’oductions. Once more he was indicted 
for libel, and tlirowi^ into Newgate; his prosecutors obsti- 
nately refusing t(j jivithdr'iw the charge against him, though 
[Ij^ presently flisoovered its ^complete groundlessness. It 
Was at fhfg time that he Qoneluded his ‘‘ i?ctvc!r,” in the same * 
scene which had witnessed it??.beginning. Ills confiripment, 
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however, was of short Juration. Her Majesty, convinced 
of his fidelity, granted hkn a free pardon ; and lie came 
forth again amongst llie raging wolves. So liereedy they 
raged, that they entirely confimuded him. lie. declined 
writing at all, as he assures us, worn out by all that noise 
and oblocpiy and insult. *’ He sought shelter from the storm 
on “the borders of Lancashire,” and tlune he lived retired 
in hojies that the tjTaimy might sjieedily bo ovcrjiast. Hut 
for him the tyranny never was over])ast. "Wlieii that 
d^masty, of whose interests he had ever lieen so strenuous 
a defender, succt'eded to the throne, and tliose who had 
fought fur the good cause in the same ranks with him — 
not one of diem more zealously or more eliiciently — entered 
upon Hheir rewiu’d, no mention wtis made of Dauitd Defoe. 
In that day of triumjJi, for which he had .so earnestly 
longed and so untiringly worked, he was utteily forgotten. 
Not a token of gratitude, not a word of recognition for him. 
It wa.s a bitter hour to pass through. He was attem]»ting 
to vindicate the cour.se he had consistently j)ur.sued, when 
his bodily fi’anie — he was now 'in his fifty-fifth year — gave 
way under tlife load of ill-treat«w ut,, and for a time he 
became insensible of his infinite wTongs. lie was pros- 
trated by an attack of ajMiplexy, “,It is the opinion of 
most w'ho know him,” says the publisher of the '•'■Appeal 
to Honour and Justice, thouyh it be of his ivorst enemies 
the vindication of “ his ccniduct injpublic affairs,’,’' t6 w'hich 
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wc lin\T just al]Ti(l(»d — tliat tli(‘^tr(‘atm('nt which he here 
f ()Tn])lirnis ol* and others of wdilfh he w^oiild haye sj)oken, 
liave l)<‘ea tlui cause of tliis disaster.” Is the mariner a 
, Diiore toiicliing sj>ectacle in that cave of his, when the ague 
. s(‘izes liini and he is t(‘rrified at liis “ sad condition, to be 
sick, and no liel]),'" and li(‘S a In'#!, now^ light-headed, now 
crying, Lord, l<»ok ujKai me ! Lord, j)ity nu' ! Lord, have 
mercy upon me ’7 

D<'fb(* ]iv(*d till the year 17^1 ; but his political life 
ended with th(‘ year 1715. lie liad no inclination to re- 
enltT that an'iia. TTis name continu(*d io })e a bye-word 
of r(‘j)roa(‘]i in it, and numberh'ss disre])utablc paniphlc'ts 
■\Vi‘r(‘*lather(‘d upon him. lliit he did not again unsheath 
Hiis swoi'd in that unliaj) 2 )ky warfare. He nowb(‘gfin to write 
for jjosterity. Only at Ikt tribunar could he ho])e to liave 

justi(«t‘ done him. He Avas by nature endowed Avitb poAvers 

♦ 

<»f fli(^ ke(*nest fibserwation, aii^d sc>, iu the course of his 
multi til I’ious life, he liad c(»Ilected an ijnmense store of facts 
and incidents. H(^ had accurately noted the habits of all 
the jiersons Avdih Avliom he bad laum bi'ought into contact. 
Not a sin^e detail resp(;cting them had K‘seai)ed him, or 
had fiilleii out of Ids reteulive memoiy. He aa^is a great 
master in tin* art^of j)hotography, am? porlraj's yon the 
men he met jui^^t as he met tlu*m, Avith no heightening of 
^ iij^lour or refifting of exjiresskm. 

In «1 7^19 ‘jic piiblisl^pd Rohinson Cmsoc Avliieh Ava^ 
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iulloAVod l>y Capiitin ‘‘‘ jlfoJI F'f(r)t(7ers,^’* l^oloncl 

Jack^"^ “ A Journdl o f the mPhff/ifef* “ Rorana^^'^ “ A New 
Vopoffc Romifl the ^Vorhf'' and “ The JJiMorff of the DeviJf 
in wonderfully raj)iil .sno(*c‘ssion. V(Ty oiirions was liis 
selection of ]iero(‘S. J,t would almost se(‘ni as if lie found 
pleasure in conteinjilating'deja'aA'ity, and 'depii^l ini’- il with 
a nausi'atinu^ ininnttaiess. ITis choice Avas crnidi'd ]>artly no 
doubt by the strange interc'st which such adventurous 
tlenieii as Cnlunel Jack and (-aiitain Sinirlefon exciti‘(l in 
him, but mori‘ particularly by the fact tliat he recaignised 
in them excc^Ilent inaterials for pointing a nua’a!. lie 
never wrot(‘ any C)f his lictitious narratives without ])lacing 
some great moral ])ur])osi» before him. My firm re'solii- 
tion,” he says, “in all I write, i.s* to exalt virtue, (‘xpose 
vice, promote t?’Utli, and IkJj) iium to .S(*rious i*efi(*(^tion ; 
this is my first moving cause and last dii’ecting (»nd.”* At 
SOUK* jieriod or oth(‘r in his ^M'tjuered lil'e, W(* cannot doubt 
lie liad met the original of every poi’trait he draws. Moll 
Flanders and Iioxana, ]M*rhaps, he encounten‘d inside 
the walls of ]V<*wgat(\ We maybe (‘ertain that his prison 
experienc(* w'oulh not be lost omJiI.n. He would recall 
extraf»rdinary scenes in his own caretT as Ik; was comjnling 
thos(‘ wonderful rrii^TUffi rs. Many an adventure, of which 
he had be(;n an eye-witness, or in which he had taken a 
part, is woven, w(; may suj)pose, into their pages. w 

He retained his activity of mind tc the close ' of ^nis life. 
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111 lie Avrolc Plan of pmjllfih Commerre,'’' In 

1730, wliou lie was sixty-nine years of a^(^ calainity ngaiii 
ovei‘tcK)k liim, and lie was tlirowri into tlie tlel)U>rs’ prison, 
lie seems nevei* to have been very hapjiy in his pecuniary 
matters. TJu'n, aft(*r his release, a ^reat domestic trouble 
darkened the* remaining months •of liis liii*. Ilis son, it 
appears, had proved ^id^e to some trust reposed in him liy 
tlu* })oor old man. “ 1 am sorry,’' In* writes to Mr. Baker, 
tlie husband of his daughter So] )hia, his “best gift," — he is 
just eom])l(;ling his term of thre<\^<;ore-years-and-ten at the 
dale<»f tliis letter, and is bo\V(*d <lown i\it,h the infirmities of 
age ami of dee]) anguish — “ I am sorry," ivrites old^Ir.Delcx^, 
‘‘ 1 nitist o])en my griefs so far as to tell lier [that is, So]>hia] it 
is not tlie blow 1 receivi'd., front a v/ieked, ])erjur(‘d, and eoii- 
lem])til)le enemy that lias broken in U])on mj" spirit; Avliieh, as 
she w.*ll knows, has earried me thri>ugh greater disasters than 
these. But it has l^eeu tin* iniustiee, uiikindness, and, 1 
must siiy, inluimaii di'aling, of my own vsoii, which lias both 
ruined my lainily, and, Iii a word, has broken iny lieart ; and 
as 1 am at this lime uiiiler* a very heavy weiglit of illness, 
whicli I thhik will be a fover, I take thi.^ bceasion to vent 
my grief in the breasts, avIjo, 1 know, will make a prudent 
use of it, and tell^'ou notliing but this lias eon(|uered m<*, 
or could com]U|*r me. liJt iu ! llvuit ! 1 di‘pi*iided upon 

kini^ I trust(;fl him, I pave -u]) my two dear unprovidiHl 
cliikhTrf^ info his lianas; but he has no compassion, and 
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suAlts llioin and tlidr cly^ug^ll()tlK‘^ to l)C‘g tlu ir l)rca.d 
tit his door, and to crave, a*4 if it were an alms, wliat he is 
bound under hand and seal, l>esides tin* most, sacred pro- 
mises to supply tlievi witli; liimseirat lh(* saiiu* liiiKi living- 

I 

in a profusio]! ol* pI(‘jUy. It is too much i‘or me. Excuse 
my infirm ily, 1 can say *iio more, 1113'^ heart is t(»o Cull. I 
oidy ask one thing 01*3011 tis a d3’ing nMjuest. Standby 
them wlien I am gom*, and let them not be wrojigvd, while 
he is able to do them right. Stand by tlnan tis a brother ; 
and if 3'ou have* an3ihing within 3 m>ii owing to my memory, 
who have lH‘stowed on you the best gift I ba<l to give, 
l(!t them not be injured, and tramj)l(‘don by iiiUe pi‘i‘tene(‘s, 
and unnatural reflections. I hope* tiny will want ncS lu‘]p 
but that of comfort and counsel ;.bnt tliat they will indeed' 
want, being too easic to be managed by Avords ami i»n>mist*s. 
* * * j ^Youl(l s;iy, 1 ho]K‘ Avitli comfort that it is 31*1 Avell, 

I am so near ny jourmyV eml, and am hastening to the 
place Avhere tlje wicked cease to tron])le; be it that the j)as- 
sage is rough, and the day storuiy. By what. Avay soever 
lie please to bring me to the end of it, •! desire to tinish life 
with this tem2Jel’ of soul in all cases — 7 V laiitfainus. 

May all you do he jn’osjH-rous, and all you nu'et with 
j)lea.-«int, and may you both ( scape, the tortures and 
trouhh's of uneasie life ! It adds to my gidef that J must 
never se(; the i>ledge of yout mutual love,'rny grandsow. 
Give him my blessing, and may he be to you lyrth your’ 
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joy in ^'onth, and your oDififort in ago, and never add a 
sigh to your Sf>rrow. Kiss my dear Sojihy onc(“ niori> for 
me ; and, if I nmst sen; her no mor(‘, toll her this is fi-om 
a Hither that loved her above afl his comforts to his last 
breath.” * 

He. died in llojiemaher’s Alh'V, iv his uaHve |»arish, on 
the 2!th of April ITol. 

J. AV. II. # 
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It miiy siiflice the reader, without being very inquisitive 
nboiit iny ujune, that I was born in the county of Salop in 
the yi‘ar ItlOS. My iiitlier W'as a geTith*man of a very 
]>l(‘ntifnl fortune, and of a liiniily nearly allied to »seA'e.raI of 
principal iiobility. As it is. nut my private history tliat 
1 wish to give an account of, so inucli as the w^ars in wdiich 
1 liave l)een i*ngaged, 1 shall sjiy notliing about niy early 

lift; ex(?(*pt that I was educated at C’olle^e in Oxford, 

and’ that on the 22nd of April, KIuO, 1 set out, with uiy 
lather’s a])j)roval, to see something of tlie w'orld. I staid 
abroad fur five, years, seiwing Jur a ]){irt of that time in tlie 
army of tlie great King (liistavus Adolplius; wdiereuf I 
liavc wu'it in my journal of tlK‘ wTirs in (iermany, and shall 
here pass over, being now jHii-posed to speaktol' the w^ars in 
England. 

it was in the latter end of tlie year IfioS that T came to 
the Hague, and took ^hipping for England, %diere 1 arrived, 
to tlie great sjitislaction of my latluT, and all my friends. 

My father waj tken in London, and carried me to kiss 
hand. Ilis majesty w^us pleased to receive me 
very wellj^iid^ to say a gtfCJit many very obliging things to 
iJiy faL|cT upon my uccomit. 

B 
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I spent my time very retired from court, for I wAs almost 
■wholly in the country ; and it being so much different from 
my genius, which hnnkei*ed after a warmer sport than hunt- 
ing among our Welch mountains, I could not but be peep- 
ing in all the foreign accounts from Germany, to see who 
and who was together. Then I could nevf.r lu.'ar of a' 
battle, .and the Gernlans being beaten, but I began to wish* 
myself there. But when an account came of the progress 
of John Bannier, the Swedish general in Saxony, and of the 
constant victories he; had there over the Saxons, I <'ould no 
longer contain myself, but told my lather this lifi^ was very 
disagreeable to me; that I lost my lime here, and might to 
much more advantage; go into Germany, where I was sure 
I might make iny fortune upon my own t(M‘ms; that, as 
young as T was, 1 might have been a general officer by this 
time, if I had not laid down my commission: that G(;neral 
Bannier, or the Marslial Horn, had (‘ilher of them so much 
respect for me, that I was*sure/I might have anything* 6f 
them ; and that if he pleased to give me leave, T would g<» 
for Germany again. My father was very unwilling to let 
me go, but seeing me uneasy, told me, that, if 1 was re- 
solved, he wcmld oblige tme to stay no longer in England 
than the next sj)ring, and 1 should have his* ctmsent. 

The winter following began to look veiy unpleasiint upon 
us in England, and my father nsed often to sigh at it ; and 
would tell me sometimes, he was afraid wo sliould have no 
need to send Englishmen to fight in Germany. 

The cloud that seemed to threaten most was from Scot- 
land. My lathgr, who had made himself master of the 
arguments on both sides, used to be »ften saying, he feared 
there was some about the king who exaspenited him too 
much against the Scots, and drove thingi. too high. ^ JFor 
my part, I confess 1 did not much troi\ble ^ my head 
with the cause; ; but all my feaf was, they ^jvel.ild not fall 
out, and we sliould have no»f>gbting. I have often i\ fleeted 
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since, tfiat I ought to h^e kno'wu better, that had seen 
liow the most flourishing provinces of Germany were re- 
duced to the most miserable condition that ever any country 
in the world was, by the ravagiqgsof soldiers, and the cala- 
mities of war. ^ 

How muth soever I was to T)lame, yet so it was; I had 
a s(‘cret joy at the news of the king's raising an army, and 
nothing could Imve withheld me from appearing in it ; but 
my cagenicss was anticipated by an express the king sent 
my father, to know if his son was in England ; and my 
father having ordered me to carry the -answer myself, I 
waited upon liis majesty with tlie messenger. The king 
r(‘ceiv(^d me with his usual kindness, and asked me if I Wiis 
willing to serve him against tlie Scots ? 

I answered I was ixiady to serv’^e him against any that his 
majesty thought fit to account his enemies, and should 
count it an honour to receive^ liis commands. Hereupon 
Ms majesty offered me a^ c6itimission. I told him I sup- 
posed there would not be mueh time for raising of men ; 
tliat if^his majesty ]>leascd, I would be at the rtaidezvous 
with as^many gentlemen as I ct>uld get together to serve 
his majesty as volunteers. 

Th(^ truth iS, 1 found all tlie regiments of horse the king 
designed to raise were but two as rc^giments : the rest of 
the horse were sueh as the nobility raised in several coun- 
ties, and commanded’ them theniselv’^es ; and, as I Iiad com- 
manded a regiment of liorso abroad, it lookecl a little odd to 
serve with a single trooj) at home ; and the* king took the 
thing presently. Indeed, it will be a vi^finteer war, siiid 
the king, for the noifhern gentry have S(ait me an fuicount 
of above four llujusarid Ik'fsc they have already. I bowed, 
aii|itold his mJijesty I was gljwl to hear his subjects were 
forwar^ to ’serve him. So taking his majesty’s orders to * 
be at Yorif by 4he end of March, I returned to my liithtT. 
M^father was very glad I had not taken a comm?ssiori ; 

V . HQ 
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for, I know not from wluit kind <sf emulation between the 
western and northern gentiy, the gentlem(‘n of our side 
were not very forward in 'the sorvici^ ; their loyalty to the 
king in the succeeding times made it appear it wj\s jiot from 
any disaffection to his majesty’s interest or j)erson, or to the 
cause ; but this however made it difficult for Avhen 1 
came to get any gentlc‘irian of (piality to serve with me ; so * 
that I presented myself to his majesty only as a volunteer, 
with eight gentleiiKMi and about tliiny-six countrym(*n well 
mounted and armed. 

And, as it pj'oved, these were enough, for this expedition 
ended in an accommodation with the Scots ; and they not 
advancing so much as to their own borders, wt‘. m^ven- came 
to any action ; but the armies lay^ in the counties of North- 
umberland and Durham, eat up tin' country, and s(‘nt the 
king a vast sum of money; and so this war ended, a paciii- 
Ciition was made, and both sidi*s returned. 

The truth is, I never saw such a despicabh* appearance 
of men ill arms to biggin a war in my lile; whether it was* 
that T had seen so many braver armies abroad that ])re- 
judic(*dmc against them, or that it really was so; ii)r to me 
they seemed little lietterothaii a rabble met togetlier to 
devour rather than fight for tludr king and country. There 
W'as, inde.ed, a gr(*at *a])j)earaTice of gentlemen, and thcjse of 
extraordinary cjuality ; ]>ut their garb, their equijiagiss, and 
their mien, did not look like war; tlieir troo])s were filled 
with footmen and servants, and wretcliedly aiined. I be- 
lieve I might say without vanity^, one rc^giment of Finland 
horse would hav^^ made sport at b<‘ating them all. There 
was such eroAvds of parsons (for thisr-Avas a chnrcli A\"ar in 
particular), that the camj) and (;ourt AA’^as fidl of them; and 
the king Avas so eternally besieged with clifrgymen of .one 
sort or another, that it gave offence to the. chief of tlie 
nobility. m 

AsoAvas the appearance, sa’-AA'as the service. Tluftaniiy 
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niarchocl to the borders, and the Ijead-quarter was at Ber- 
wick-u])on-Tweed ; hut the Seols never appeared — ^no, not 
so niiicli as their scouts. Whercaipon llie king called a 
eouiKul of war, and there it wiis resolved to send the Earl 

• ^oi* Holland^ with a. ]>ai'ty of horse int^ Scotland, to learn 

• some news of the enemy ; and tn^ly the first news h(^ 
hi’onght ns was, that finding th(‘iriarniy encamped at Cold- 
ingham, fifteen miles from BcTwiek, as soon as he appeared, 
the Scots dn^w out a l)arty to charge*, him ; ujoii which 
most of Ills moil halted, I don't say run away, but it was 
next door to it; for they could not })e persuaded to fire 
tl](*ir pistols, and wh(‘(‘l off like soldiers, but retreated in 
such a. disordi'rJy and shameful manner, that, had the 
(*nemy but had either the courage or conduct to have fol- 
lowed them, it must have ee.rtaiiily ended in the ruin of the 
whole party. 

I (‘onf<*ss, when T Avent into^irms at. the beginning of this 

.•Avar, I never troubled myself to examine sides; I was glad 
to h(*ar the drums beat for soldiers, as if I had been a mere 
SAviss,«that liad not eared AAdiieh side went up or doAvii so 1 
had Uiy j)ay. I Av<*nt as (‘agendy and blindly about my 
business as tl](*. nu‘aiiest AA^i'tolitliat listed in the anny ; nor 
had I the ](\‘ist compassionates thought for tlie miseries of my 
native coiiutiy, till after the fight- at Edgehill. 1 had knoAvn 
as much, and pe*rhaps more, than most in the anny Avhat it 
Avas to liaA^e an enmny ranging in the bowels of a kingdom ; 

I had seen the most flourishing provinces of (Terinany re- 
duced to perfect deserts, and the AT>nicious Crabats, with 
k inhuman liarbarity, quenching the firef? of the plundered 
villages witli the Inood of the inhabitants. Whether this 
had lun-dened ifce against the natural tenderness Avhich I 
^allterAvards fqiind return upon me or not, I cannot tell ; but 
I '*eflec<§jd mysqlf afterwards witli^a great deal oY 

troukle for tfie uncoTKjemedness of my temper at the ap- 
prq'jching ruin of my native* country. 

B n 
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1 was in tiie first armj at Yorlc, as I have already noted, 
and, 1 must confess, had the least diversion there that ever 
1 found in an army in my life ; for when 1 was in Germany 
with the King of Sweden, we used to see the king, with the 
general officers, ev^ry morning on horseback, yiewing hisi < 
men, his artillery, liis^ horses, and always something going . 
forward ; here we saw nothing but courtiers and clergymen, 
bishops and parsons, as busy as if the direction of the war 
had been in them. The king was seldom Si*en among us, 
and never without some of them always about him. 

Those few of us that had seen the wars, and would have 
made a short end of this for him, began to be very uneasy ; 
and particularly a certain nobleman took the freedom to 
tell the king that the clergy would certainly ruin the expe- 
dition, The case was this, he would have had the king 
have immediately marched into Scotland, and j>ut tlitv matter 
to the trial of a battle ; and fie urge<l it every day ; and the, 
king finding his reasons very go6d, would often be of his 
opinion; but next morning he would be of another mind. 

This gentleman was a man of conduct enough, andiof un- 
questioned courage, and afterwards lost his life ‘for the 
king. He saw had afi army of young ^stoiit fellows, 
numerous enough ; and though they had not yet seem much 
service, lie was for bringing them to action, that the Scots 
might not have time to strengtjien themselves ; nor they 
have time, by idleness and sotting, the bane of soldiers, to 
make themselves unfit for anything, 

I was one morning in company with this gentleman, and 
as he was a warm Fian, and eager in his discourse, A plague 
on these jiriests, says he, it is for them *lhe king has raised 
this army and put his fidends to a vast cha^e, and now we 
are come, they won’t Ifet us fi{^t. ‘ ^ 

But I was aft^rw’^ards convinced ^the clergy 'sajj^ farther 
into the matter than avc did. ^ They saw tlie Scots |jad a 
better atnny than we had; bolcl and ready, commando^ by 
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brave officers; and they foresaw^ that, if we fought, we 
should be beaten, and if beaten, they were undone. And 
it was very true, we had all been ruined if we had engaged. 

It is true, when we came to. the pacification which fol- 
flowed, I ccjiifess I was of the same mirvl the gentleman had 
• been of; for we had better have fyught and been beaten, 
than have made so dishonourable^ a treaty without striking 
a stroke. This pacification seems to me to have laid the 
scheme of all the blood and confusion which followed in the 
civil war ; for whatever the king and his friends might pre- 
tend to do by talking big, the Scots saw he was to be 
l)ullied into anything, and that, when it came to the push, 
the courtiers never cared to bring it to blows. 

I have little or nothing to say as to action in this mock 
expedition. The king was persuaded at last to march to 
Ilcrwi«k ; and as I have said already, a party of horse went 
.put to learn news of the Sot^ts, and as soon as they saw 
them, run away from thdm bravely. 

This made the Scots so insolent, that whereas before 
they lay encamped behind a river, and never showed them- 
s(dves, in a sort of modest d(jference to their king, which 
was the pretpnee of not being'aggressors or invaders, only 
arming in their own defence ; now, having been invaded 
by the E/iglish troops entering Scotland, they had what 
tlicy wanted; and to show.it was not fear that restrained 
them before but policy, now they caiije up in parties 
to our very gates, bratring and facing us every day. 
But nobody cared to meddle with them ; and in this 
posture things stood when the pacification was agreed on 
by both parties ; 'Rdiicli, like a short truce, only gave both 
sides breath tA* prepare for a new war more ridiculously 
^ ihanaged th^ the former. ’ When the treaty was so near 
a conclAjjicfti as that conversation was admitted on both 
sidtjL 1 went over t<) the Scotch camp to satisfy my 
cuj^sily, as many of our English officers did also.* 
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I coTifoRS, the soldiers made a very imcouth fipfiiro, 
especially the highlanders; the oddness ancl harharity of 
their garb and arms seemed to have something in it re- 
markable. • 

They were generally tall swinging fellows; their swords" 
were extravagantly, ?nd, I think, insignificantly broad, ’ 
and they carried great \vooden targets, large enough to 
cover the upper part of their bodies. Their dress was as 
antique as the rest ; a cap on thcdr heads, called by them a 
bonnet, long hanging sleeves behind, and their doublet, 
breeches, and stockings, of a stuff they called plaid, strij^ed 
across red and yellow, with short cloaks of tin* sjune. 
These fellows looked, when drawn out, like a regiment 
of merry-andrews, ready for Bartholomew fair. Tiny an^ 
in companies all of a name, and llnrefore call one another 
only by their Christian names, as Jemmy, Jockey, *^hat is 
John, and Hawny, that is Alexnnder, and the like. And they 
scorn to be commanded but by one of their own clan or • 
family. They arc all gentlemen, and proud enough to be 
kings. The m(?anest fellow among them is as tmiacious of 
his honour as the best nobleman in the conntiy, arid they 
will fight and cut one another’s throats for every trifling 
affront. 

But to their own clans, or lairds, they are thc^willingest 
and most obedient fellows in nature. Give them their due; 
were their skillrin exercises and discipline proportioned to 
their courage, they would make the bravest soldiers in the 
world. They are large bodies, and prodigiously sti'ong ; 
and two qualities tBey have above other ^nations, viz,, hardy 
to endure hunger, cold, and hardships, and wonderfiilly 
swift of foot. The latter is such an advant^gp in the field, 
tjiat I know none like it ; for if they conquer, no enemy can . 
escape them; and if they run, eve^i the horse^cjtA hardly 
overtake them. There were ^ some of them, who, t'ls I 
observed, went out in parties with their horse. 
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There Avore three, or four tliotiwiTul of these in the Scots’ 
arm}", an n eel onl}r with swords and targets; and in their 
l)(dts somci of them had a j)istol, but no muskets at that 
time among them. • 

But tli«re were also a gi*eat many •regiments of discip- 
lined men, who, by their carrying •their arms, looked as if 
they understood their business, aRd by their faces that they 
durst, see an enemy. 

I had not been half an hour in their camp after the 
ceremony of giving our names, and passing their outguards 
and niainguards was over, but 1 was saluted by several of 
niy acquaintance; and, in particular, by one who led the 
Scotch volunteers at the taking the castle of Openheim. 
T]w,y used me Avith all the respect they thought due to me, 
on account of old aflairs; gave me the word, and a serjeant 
Avaited uy)on mc5 Avhene\"er I pleased to go abroad. 

•• J continued twcU'^e or fourteen days among them, till 

• the iiacifieation was concluded ; and they Avere ordered to 
march home. They R])oke very respectfully of the king, 
but ITound wc;re exasperated to the last degree at Arch- 
b’ishop’Laud and the English bishops, fc«: endeavouring to 
impose the •(>)mmon Prayer ^ook upon them; and they 
ahvays 1alk('d Avith the utmost contempt of our soldiers and 
army. I^alAvays Avaived the discourse about the clergy, 
and the occiasion of the war ; but I could not but be too 
sensible what they said of our men was twe, and by this I 
perceived they had an uruversal intidligence from among us, 
both of Avhat we Avt*re doing, and Avhat sort of people we were 
that were doing ; and they were ftughty desirous of 
coming to blows Avith us. I had an invitation from their 
general, but^ I* declined it, lest 1 sliould give offence. I 

• lound they accepted the pacificiition as a thing not likely to 
hold, oi^ they dick not design, should hold ; and that 
llje)j were resolved to^ketp^ their forces on foot, notwith- 
sta?jaing .the agreement. Their whole army was full of 



10 


MEMOIBS OP A CATALIEE. 


brave officers, men of as jnucli experience and conduct as 
any in the world ; and all men who know anything of war, 
know good officers presently make a good army. 

Things being thus huddled iip, the English came back to 
York, where the am?y separatc^d, and the Scots \\a‘ni home 
to increase theirs; for J easily foresiiw that peace was the 
farthest thing from their thoughts. 

The next year the flame broke out again; the king ^rew 
his forces do^\ui into the north as before, and (»x])resses were 
Bent to all the gentlemen that had commands, to be at the 
place by the 15th of July. As I had acce])ted of no com- 
mand in the army, so I had no inclination at all to go ; for 
1 foresaw there would be nothing but disgrace attending it. 
My father observing such an alteration in niy usual Ibr- 
wardness, asked me one day, what was the matter that 
I, who used to be so forward to go into tlu‘ army, and 
so cfiger to rxm abroad to fight, now showed no inedination 
to appear when the seivice of the king and country ciiUed 
me to it ? I told him I had as much zeal as ever f'or the 
king’s service, and for the country too; but he kE(!W a 
soldier could not abide to be beaten : and being from 
thence a little more iiiqu&itivc, I told him the obser- 
vations 1 had made in the Scots’ army, and the peojile 1 
had conversed with there; And, sir, says I, assiure your- 
self, if the king offers to fight thejn, he will be })eaten ; and 
I don’t love to ^igage when my judgmtuit tells me before- 
hand I shall be worsted. And, as I had foteseen it came to 
pass ; for the Scots resolving to proceed, never stood upon 
the ceremony of figgression as before, but on the 20th 
of August they entered England with their army. 

However, as my father desired, 1 went to4ue king’s anny, 
which was then at York, but not gotten all together : th\i 
king himself was at London, but upgn this new?, 1g.\;es post 
for the army, and advancing a jjxrt,of his forces, he posted 
the Lord Conway and Sir Jacob Astley, with a briga^'i of 
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foot and some horse, at JfcAvl)on\, upon the river Tyne, to 
keep the Scots from pissing tliat river. 

The Scots could liave jiassed the Tyne without fighting; 
hull to ll^t US see tliat they were able to force their passsage, 
* tliey fall ij])on this body of men ; and, notwithstanding all 
- the advantages of the jdaee, thtiy beajb/them from the post and 
took their baggage and two pieces of cannon, with some 
prisoners. Sir Jacol) Astley made what resistance he could, 
but the Scots charged with so much fury, and being also 
overpowered, he was soon put into confusion. Immediately 
the Scots made themselves masters of Newcastle, and the 
iK^xt day of Durliam, and laid those two counties under 
intolerable contributions. 

Now was the king absolutely ruined ; for among his own 
jieople the discontents before were so plain, that had the 
clergy had any for(‘.cast, they would never have embroiled 
,^hini with llui Scots, till he had fully brought matters to an 
. understanding at home ; * but the case was thus : — The king, 
by tlu‘ good husbandry of Bishop Juxon, his treasurer, had 
a million of ready money in his treasury, and, upon that 
account, having no need of a j)arliament,^.had not called one 
ill twelve ye;irs ; and perhaps Kad never called another, if he 
Iiad not, by this unhappy circumstance, been reduced to a 
necessity i)f it; for now this ready money was spent in two 
foolish exiieditions, and Ijis army appeared in a condition 
not fit t(» engage tlie Scots; the detachmeiy. under Sir Jacob 
Astley, which were of the flower of his men, had been 
routed at Newborn, and the enemy had possession of two 
entire counties. » 

All men blamed Laud for prompting tlie king to provoke 
the Scots, a luTadstrong nation, and zealous for their o’wtx 
^^V ay of w'orb^ip; and Laud himself found, too late, the 
com^ecptVjnces of it, botji to the whole cause and to himself' ; 
for the Scots* wdiose niitiv^ temper is not easily to forgive an 
injyiy,* pursued him by their party into England, afid never 
gave it over, till they laid his head on the block. 
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The mined country now clamoured in Ins majesty’s ears 
with daily petitions, and the ^(*ntry of other neighhouring 
counties ciy out for peace and a parliament. Hie king 
embarrassed with these difficulties, and quite enipt;^of 
money, calls a greut. council of the nobility at iYork, and 
demands their advice, , which any oiu* could have told liim 
before, would lie to call a'^parlianu^it.. 

I cannot, without regret, look back upon the misfortune 
of the king, Avho, as he was one of the bt*st princes in his 
personal conduct that ever reigiK‘d in England, liad yet 
some of the greatest unhapjiinesses in his conduct as a king, 
that ever jiriiice had, and the whole course* of his life 
demonstrated it. 

1 . An inqiolitic honesty. His enemies called it obst inacy : 
but as I was perfectly acquainted with his temper, I cannot 
but think it was his judgment, wlu*n lu* thouglit he was in 
the right, to adhere to it as a duty, though against his interest.. 

2. Too much compliance 'w]i(*n he was complying. 

No man but himself would have denic^d, what at some- 
times he denied, and liave granted what at other times he 
granted ; and this uncei’tainty of council proceeded froju two 
things: — ^ 

(1.) The heat of the clergy, to whom he was excecidingly 
devoted, and for whom indeed he ruined hims(df. 

(2.) The *wisdoin of his nobility. 

Thus, when the counsel of his ])riests prevailed, all was 
fire and fury ; the Scots were rebels, and must b(? subdu<*d, 
and the parliament’s demands wei’e to be rej(*cted as (ix- 
orlntant. But wlufiiever the king’s judgment was led by the 
grave and steady advice of his nobility and counsellors, he 
was always inclined by them to temperate his measures 
Ijctweeii the two extremes; and liad he gone on in sucli'a 
temper, he had never met with the xpisfortiuics 'v/ljiih after- 
wards attended him, or had so Tn|j.ny dbhousands of his friends 
lost their lives and fortunes in liis service. ^ 
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I am sure, we that kimw what it was to fight for him, and 
that loved him belter than any of the clergy could ])retend 
to, have had many a consultation liow to bring over our 
master from so espousing their intcirest, as to ruin himself 
lor it ; but it was in vain. 

I took vhis intei-val, when I sjit stiji and only looked on, 
to make thcsii remarks, because I reiuembtir the best friends 
the king had were at this time of that oj)iiiion, that it was 
an unaccounta]>le ])iece oi'iudiscretion, to commence a quarrel 
with the (Scots, a poor and ol)stinat(i j)(*o])le, for a ceremony 
and book of church discipline, at a time wlnm the king stood 
but upon indifierent terms with his peo])Io at home. 

The consecjuenc.e was, it ])ut arms into the liainhs of his 
subjects to rebel against him; it embroiled him with his 
})ailiaiiu‘nt in England, to whom he was lain to stoo)) in a 
fatal and unusual manner to get money, all his own being 
sp(*nt, and so to buy ofl’tlie Scots, whom he could not beat oft‘. 

Tints tilings wen^ carri(*dH)n, till the king was driven to 
the nec(‘ssity of (‘ailing a jiarlianient in Englmid. 

It is not my design to enter into the feuds and wrangles 
of this parliament. 1 have noted l>y obscurations of their 
mistak(‘s, Avho brought the king to this**"!iappy necessity of 
calling thent. 

His majestj had tried parliaments upon seA'eral occasions 
before, l>ut never found himself so much embroiled Avith 
tlunn but he could ‘send tliem liome, and there AAnis an end 
of it; but as lie could n(\t avoid calling tii(*se, s(» they took 
care to put him out of a condition to dismiss them. 

The Scots’ army was iioav quart(‘r<‘(l^ upon the English, 
The counties, the gentry, and the assembly of lords at York, 
j)i‘tition(*d loi* parliaimnit. 

Tlie Scots>pres(*nt(*d llieir demands to the king, in which 
* it Avas pbsosved, that matters Avere eoiieerted betAveen them 
and a ])in’ty Jn England ; and I confess, Avheii I suav that, 1 
hegau.to lliiuk the king id ill case ; for, as the S^cotspre- 



14 


MEMOIRS OF A CAVALIER. 


tended grievances, we tlionglit, tlie king redressing those 
grievances, they could ask no more; and tliereforo all men 
advised the king to grant their full demands. And 
whereas the king had not inomy to supjdy the Scots in their 
march home, I know there were several meetings of gentle- 
men with a design toydvance consid(‘rable sum^ of money 
tx) the king to set hinrijjt^e, and in order to reinstate his 
majesty, as before. Not that we ever advised the king to 
rule without a parlirniient, but we were very dtisirous of 
putting him out of the necessity of calling them, at least, 
just then. 

But the eighth article of the Scots’ demands expressly 
rexjiiired, That an English parliament might be called to 
remove all obstructions of comm(‘rce, and to settle peace, 
religion, and liberty; a>nd in anotlier article they ti ll the 
king, the 24(h of S(ii)teinbcr, being the time liis majesty 
appointed fof the me<‘ting of the ])eers, will make it, too long 
ere the parliament meet. • • 

And in another, That a parliament was the only way of 
settling peace, and bringing them to his majesty’s obediemce. 

When we sjiv. this in the army, it was time to look a})out. 
Everj^body perceived that the Scots’ army would call an 
English parliament; and what(*ver aversion the king had to 
it, we all saw he would be obliginl to comply with it; and 
now tliey all began to see their error, who advisini the king 
to this Scotch war. 

While these tilings were transacting, the assembly of the 
peers met at York ; and by tlic4r advice a treaty was begun 
with the Scots. T^ut the Scjots refused any tiv'aty in the 
city of York. The king received th® account of their 
haughty beliaviour with some regret ; however, it was his 
majesty’s time now to bear, and therefore tJu Scjts werfi 
complied with, and the tr(iaty appointed at Ripp/ n ;, where, 
after much debate, several prelimimifiy articlcjs wete agreed 
on, as a cessation of‘ arms ; qu'arters, and bourxds . to tlxc 
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amies ; mil^siKtcnco to tha Scots’ army ; and tlie residue of 
the demands was referred to a treaty at London, &c. ^ 

We wt^rc all amazed at the treaty, and I cannot but 
remember, we used to wish much rather we had been suflfered 
to fight; f(»r though we had been worsted at first, the power 
and strength of the king’s interest, whicli was not yet tried, 
must, in fine, have l^een too strong fer the Scots ; whereas 
now we saw tins king was for complying with anything, and 
all his fri(‘nds would be ruined. 

I confess, 1 had nothing to fear, and so was not much con- 
^i'emed ; but our predictions soon came to pass ; for no sooner 
was this partlam(*nt calk'd, but abundance of those who had 
embroiled their king with his people of both kingdoms, like 
the disciph'S, when their master was betrayed to the Jews, 
forsook him and fled ; and now parliament tyranny began to 
succ(*ed church tyranny, and we soldiers were glad to sec it 
at first. The bisho])s trembled, the judgeswent to gaol ; the 
(Jflicers of the customs wine kridliuld on ; and the parliament 
•began to lay their fingers on the great ones, j)articula.rly 
Archbis]i(>)) Laud and ihc Earl of Strafford. We had no 
gr(*at coneoj’n for the first, but tlie last wa^s a man of so much 
conduct and gallantry, and so btslorcd by the soldiers and 
principal genfry of England’, that everybody was touched 
with his misrortiine. 

The })a./liaTnent uqav grew mad in their turn ; and, as the 
prosperity of any party is tlie time to showttheir discretion, 
the parliamimt showeil they kn(*w as little wliere to stop as 
other pco])le. Tlie king was not in a condition to deny any- 
thing, and nothing could ho demanded lfl!it they pushed it. 
They attainted the fiarl of Strafford, and thereby made the 
king cut off* his right hand to save his left, and yet not save it 
Ti(3?lher. ■‘5'hcy obtained another bill, to empower them to sit 
(luring theiryibwn pleasure, and after thorn, triennial parlia- 
ments, to fnefi'. whethef the king call them or no ; and 
granting. this completed iiis inajesty’s ruim 
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Had the house only regiilatccl the abuses of the court, 
punished evil counsellors, and restored parliaments to their 
original and just powers, all had been well ; and the king, 
though he had been more tliauniortrfi'jd, had yet reaped the 
benefit of future jieace ; for now the Scots were sent home, 
after having eaten lip two counties, and received^! jnxxligicms 
sum of money to boon And the king, though too lat(‘, goes* 
in person toEdinlmrgh, audgran ts them all tliey could desire, 
and more than they asked ; Imt in England, the desires of ours 
were unboundc*d, and drove at all extremes. 

They threw out the bishops from sitting in the house, make 
a protestation equivalent to the Scotch covenant ; and this 
done print their remonst ranee. This so }>rovokt‘d the king, 
that he resolves upon seizing some of the membei s, and, in 
an ill hour, enters the house in person to take lliiuti. Thus 
one iinj)rudent thing on one hand })roduced anotlier of the 
other hand, until the king w’as obliged to leavti them l(rlh(‘m- 
selves, for fear of beijig mojjbed into somelliiug or othn*' 
unworthy of himself. 

These proceedings began to alarm the gentry and nobility 
of England; ,for, however Avilling we were to haVci iwil 
counsellors removed, and th(* government return to a setthxl 
and legal coui’se, according to the lja])i)y constitution of this 
nation, and might have Ix^en forward (*nough to have owned 
the king had been misled, and imposed upon to. do things 
wliich he had rqither had notbeen done f yet it did not tollow, 
that all the powers and j'rerogatives of the crowm should 
devolve upon the parliament, and the king in a manner be 
dcjKised, or else .‘■licrificed to the fury of the rabbits 

"I'lie heats of the house* running thenvihus to all extremes, 
and at last to take from the king the power of tlie militia, 
wliich indeed w^as all that was left to make J^ini fMytliingof 
a king, put' the king 11] >on opposing force wkV* lyree ; and 
thus ihufiamo of civil war began, o c 

However backwai d 1 was yiciigaigjng in tlie second year's 
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expedition against the Scofs, I was^aa forward now; for I 
Avaited on the king at York, where a gallarit company of 
gentlemen as ever Avere seen in England, engaged themselves 
t<.) enter in to his service ; and here some of us formed ourselves 
into trooj)S for the guard of his person. ^ 

The king having been Avaited upon by jhe gentry of York- 
shire, and having told tlu'in his resc-^ition of erecting his 
j’oyal standard, and' receiA'^ed fronitlnmi hearty assurances of 
sn])por1, dismisses them, and marches to Hull, where lay the 
trnyi of artill(‘ry, and all the arms and ammunition belonging 
to the north(?ru army, Avhich had ])een disbanded. But here 
the parliament had been befor(*hand Avith his majesty, so that 
Avhen he eanie to Hull, he found th<* gates shut, and Sir John 
Ilotham, th(* gOA^eriior, upon the walls, thoiigli with a great 
di.‘.al of seeming humility and protc^statious of loyalty to his 
person, yet Avilh a positiA^e denial to admit any of the king’s 
attendants into the toAvii. If liis imjt'sty pleased to enter the 
lown in pc‘rson Avith any reasonable numberof his household, 
lie A^'ould submit, but Avould not be preA'ailed on to receiA^e 
the king, as lie Avould be received, Avithhis forces, though those 
forcf s Aven* then Imt A'^ery fe\A\ * 

The king Avas.excei'dingly 2>roA^)kcc3 at this repulse, and 
indeed it was a great surjirise to us all ; for certainly iu*ver 
prince begap a Avar against the Avhole strength of his king- 
dom under tlie circumstanci*s that he was in. He had not 
a garrison, or a conqAany of soldiers in his pa^ ; not a stand 
of arms, or a barrel of txnvder, a musket, cannon, or mortar ; 
not a ship of all the fleet, or money in his treasury to pro- 
‘ cure them ; Avhereas J;hc parliament had all his navy, and 
ordnance, stores, magazines, arms, ammunition, and revenue, 
in their keeteng. • •And this 1 take to be another defect of 
the^idng’s couuSil, and a sad instance of the distraction of 
his affairs;* that vhen he saAv how all tilings were going to 
wreck, as it was impossilil§ b|jLt he should see it, and it is 
plain he did see it, tliat he shoiild not, long enough before 

c 
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it came to extremities, secure the navy, magazines, and 
stores of war, in the hands of his trusty servants, that would 
have been sure to have preseiwcd them for his use, at a time 
when he wanted them. * 

It cannot he snpjiosed but the gentry of England, who 
generally preserve? their loyalty for their royal master, fuifl 
at last heartily showed it, were excecidingly discouraged at 
first, wdien they saw the parliament had all the means of 
making war in their own hands, and the king was naked 
and destitute either of amis or ammunition, or money tn 
procure them. 

Not but that the king, by extraordinary application, 
recovered the disorder the w'ant of these things had thrown 
him into, and supidied himself witli all things needful. 

But my observation was this, had his majesty had the 
magazines, navy, and forts in Ids own hand, the gi*ntry, 
who -wanted but the jmispcct of something to encourage 
them, had come in at first, and tlu» parliament, being \m- 
provided, would have been presently reduced to reason. 

But this was it that liaidked the gentry of Yorkshire^, who 
went home again, giving the king good promises, but never 
app(*ared for him, till by* raising a good an;iiy in Shrojishirc 
and Wales, he marched towards London, and tliey saw there 
was a prospect of their being supported. 

In this condition the king erected his standard at Notting- 
ham, August^2nd, 1G42, and, I confess, 1 had very melan- 
choly apprehensions of the king’s affaiivi ; for the appearance 
to the royal stajjdard was but small. The affront the king 
bad met with at Hull had baulljed and disj)irited the" 
northern gentry, and the king’s affairs looked wdth a veiy 
dismal aspect. We had expresses frdm Loudon of tlie 
prodigious success of the parliament’s levi^s^how their*men 
came in faster than they could entertain ^hem, and that 
arms were delivered out to wbele companies listed together, 
anJ the like: and all tliis while the king had not got 
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togiitlier a thousand foot, afld had no arms for them neither. 
When the king siiw this, he immediately despatches five 
several messengers, ivliereof one Avent to the Marquis of 
Worcester into Wales; one wqpt to the queen, then at 
Windsor; one to the Duke of Newcastle, then Marquis of 
Newcastle, into the north ; one into Scotland, and one into 
France, where the queen soon after aiirived, to raise money, 
and buy anus, and to get wliat assistance she could among 
her own friends: nor was her majesty idle, for she sent 
over several ships laden with arms, and ammunition, with 
a fine, train of artillerj^, and a great many very good officers; 
and though one of the first fell into the hands of the par-- 
liamtait, with three hundred barrels of powder and some 
arms, and a hundred and fifty gentlemen, yet most of the 
gentlemen found means, one Avay or other to get to us, and 
most of the ships the queen freighted arrived ; and at last 
her majesty came herself, and b^might an extraordinary 
sfipply, both of men, money, arms, itc,, with which she 
joined the king’s forces imder tlic Earl of Newcastle in 
the north. Finding his majesty thus bestirring himself to 
must(T his friends together, I asked him, if hC thought it 
might not be for his majesty’s seduce to let me go among 
my friends, and his loyal subjects about Shrewsbury ? Yes, 
says the king, smiling, I intend you shall, and I design to 
go with you myself. . I did not understand wdiat the king 
meant then, and did not think it good manners to inquire; 
but the next day 1 found all things disposed for a march, 
and the king on liorseback by eight of the clock ; when 
calling me to him, he told me I should g^ before, and let 
my father and all my friends know he would be at Shrews- 
bury the Saturday following. I left my equipages, and 
taking post with only one servant, was at my father’s the 
next morrfin^ by break of day. My father was not sur- 
prised at thS news of the l^n^’s coming at all ; for, it seems 
he, together with the loyal gentry of those parts, had •sent 

C2 
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particularly to give the king an invitation to move that 
way, 'vvhitjh I was not made privy to ; with an account 
what encouragement they had there in the endeavours 
made for his interest. In short, the whole country was 
entirely for the kyig; and sucli was the universid joy the 
people showed whe^ the news of his majesty’s coining down 
was positively know*:, tliat all manner of business was laid 
aside, and the wliolc body of the people seemed to be re- 
solved upon tlie war. 

As this gave a new face to the king’s affairs, so I must 
own it filled me with joy; for 1 was astonished before, 
when I considered Avhat the king and his friends were like 
to be cxj)os(;d to. The news of the proceedings of the par- 
liament, and their i)Owerful preparations, were now no 
more tenable; the king came at the lime appointed, and 
having lain at my father s house one night, entered Shi-ews- 
bury in the morning, /riie acclamations of the j)(M)j)le, 
th(! concourse of the nobility and gentry about his j)ers(5]i, 
and the crowds wliich now came every day into his stand- 
ard, were incredible. 

The loydlty of the English gcntiy was not only worth 
notice, but the power of Vhe gentry is extrmmlinarily visi- 
ble in this matter. The king, in about six weeks’ time, 
which was the most of his stay at Shrewsbury, was sup- 
plied with money, arms, ammunition, and a train of 
artillery, and •listed a body of an army upwards of twenty 
thousand men. 

Ilis majesty seeing the general alacrity of his people, 
immediately issued out commissions, and formed regiments 
of horse and foot ; and having some experienced officers 
about him, together with about sixtecii.who came from 
France, with a ship loaded with arms jftid some fl^ld- 
pieces, which came very seasonably into Severn, the 
men were exercised, regularly j[lisciplined, and quartered, 
and mow we began to look like soldiers. My ’father had 
raised a regiment of horse at hia own charge, and ,com- 
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pletod llicm, and tlie king gave out^irms to them from the 
sui>plies ^vliicli T mentioned came from abroad. Another 
])arty of horse*, all t)rave, stout fellows, .and well mounted, 
came in from Lancashire, and the Earl of Derby at the head 
of them. The Welchmen came in by diw^cs; and so great 
was the concourse of pt?ople, that the Mng began to think 
of marching, and gave the command as well as the trust of 
regulating the army, to the brave Earl of Lindsey, as 
general of the foot ; the parliament general being the Earl 
oi* Essex ; two braver men, or two better officers, were not 
ill the kingdom; they had both been old soldiers, and had 
served together as volunteers in the Low Country w'ars, 
uiuh‘r Prince Maurice. They had been comrades and com- 
panions abroad, and now came to face one anotber as ene- 
mies in ibe fiidd. 

Suelwas the expedition used hy the king and his friends, 
ir^, the levies of this first army, fhat notwithstanding the 
wond(‘rfnI expedition the parliament made, the king was 
in tlui field before them; and now the gentiy in other 
])arts of the, nation lx ‘stirred ihemscdves, and tjcfized upon 
and gai-risoned several considerable places Iw the king. In 
the north, tin*. Karl of Newcastle not only garrisoned the 
most eonsidera-bli? j)laces, but even the general possession of 
the norHin^WF-as for the king, excepting Hull and some few 
plac(‘s, wliich the, old’ Lord Fairfax had taken up for the 
jiarliament. On tin* other hand, entire Cornwall, and most 
of the western comities, were the king s. The parliament 
liad their chief interest in tlie south and^eastern part of 
England ; as Kent, SuiTcy, and Sussex, Essex, Suffolk, 
Norfolk, Cambridge, Bedford, Huntingdon, Hertford, Buck- 
ingbainshire, and^tTie other midland counties. These were 
calltifi, or somf of them at least, the associated counties, 
and felt little of the war, jither than the charges ; but the 
main support of the parlifjmciit^ was the city of London, 
The king ma.dc the^seat^of Jiis court at Oxford, whicli he 
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caused to be regularly fortified. The Lord Say had been 
here, and had possession of the city for the enemy, and wa^ 
debating about fortifying it, but bame to no resolution, 
wliich \vas a very great oversight in them ; the situation of 
the place, and tlu^ importance of it, on man y accounts, to 
tlic city of Loncl<v.'»,^ considered; and they would have 
retrieved this (u-ror afterwards, but then it was too late ; 
for the king made it the h(‘ad-(|uarters, and received great 
supplies and assistance from the wealtli of the colleges, and 
the plenty of tlic neighbouring coimtiy. Abingdon, 
Wallingford, Basing, and lieciding, were all garrisoned 
and fortified as outworks, to defend this as the centre. 
And tlius all England became the theatre of blood, and war 
was spread into every comer of the country, though as yet 
there was no stroke struck. I liad no command in this 
army ; my father led his (mm regiment ; and, as o^d as he 
was, would not l^'ave his royal master ; and my elder 
brotlicr stayed at home to su])port the family. As for me, 
I rode a volunteer in the royal troop of guards, which may 
very well (Jeserve the title of a royal troop ; for it was 
composed of young gentlemen, sons of the nobility, and 
some of the prime gentry of the nation, and I think not a 
person of so mean a birth or fortuncj as myself. We 
reckoned in this trooj) two -and- thirty lords, o;* came 
afterwards to Jic sucli : and eight-riiid-tlurty of younger 
sons of the nobility, five French noblemen, and all the 
rest gentlemen of very good families and estates. 

And that I n?ay give the due to their personal valour, 
many of this troop lived afterwards to have regiments and 
troops under their command, in the service of the king ; 
many of them lost their lives for him, arid most of them 
their estates : nor did they behave unworthy of thems^ves 
in their first showing their faces to the enemy, as shall be 
mentioned in its place. ' ' 

"V^ile the king remained at Shrewsbury, his. loyal friends 
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bestirred thcmselvea in several parts of the kingdom. 
Goring had secured Portsmouth ; • but being young in 
nlatters of war, and not in time relieved, though the Mar- 
quis of Hertford was marching to relieve him, yet he was 
obliged to quit the place, and shipped himself for Holland, 
from whence lie returned with relief for flic king, and after- 
wards did very good service upon occasions, and so 
effectually cleared* himself of the scandal the hasty sur- 
render of Portsmouth had brought upon his courage. 

The chief power of the king’s forces lay in three places, 
in Cjorinvall, in Yorkshire, and at Shrewsbury. In Corn- 
Avall, Sir Paljih Hopton, afterwards Lord Hopton, Sir 
Bevil Granvil, and Sir Nicholas Slamming, secured all the 
country, and afterwards spread themselves over Devonshire 
and Somersetshire, took Exeter from the parliament, for- 
tified Bridg(uvater aud Barnstable, and beat Sir William 
Wallcr*at the battle of Roundway Down, as I shall touch 
af more particularly, Avhen 1. come to recite the part of my 
own travels that way. 

In the north, the Marquis of Newcastle secured all the 
countiy, garrisoned York, Scarborough, Carlisle, Newcastle, 
Porn fret, Leeds, and all the considerable places, and took 
the field with a very good army, though afterwards he 
prov(?d more unsuccessful than the rest, having the wliole 
power Tnf^a kingdom at his back, the Scots coming in with 
an anuy to the assisUince of the parliament ^ whicli indeed 
was the general turn of the scale of the war ; for, had it 
not been for the Scots’ army, the king had most certainly 
reduced the parliament, at least to good ttfms of peace, in 
two years’ time. * 

The king wasjhc third article : his force at Shrewsbury 
I have noted already ; the alacrity of the gentry filled him 
wifli hopes. £ftid all his army with vigour, and the 8th of 
October, 1842, his majesty gave orders to march. The 
Earl of Essex had spent abdvt a month after his leq,ving 
• c 4 
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London (for lie went tlience * tlie Oth of September) in 
modelling and drawing** together his forces ; his rendezvous 
was at St. Albmi’s, Iroin wh(*nce,he inarclied to North* 
ampton, Coventry, and Warwick, and leaving garrisons in 
them, he conies on to Worcester. Being thus advanced, 
he possesses Oxford, as I noted before, Banbury, Bristol^ 
Gloucester, and 'WoV'^ester, out of all which places, except 
Gloucester, we drove him back to London in a very little 
while. 

Sir John Biron had raised .a very good jiarty of five 
hundred horse, most gentlemen, for the king, and had pos- 
sessed Oxford ; but on the approach of Lord Sa)^ cpiitted 
it, being now but an open town, and retreated to Worcester; 
from whence, on the approach of E.ssex's army, he n; treated 
to the king. And now all things grew ripe for action, both 
parties having secured their posts, and settled liieir sehorncs 
of the war, taken their posts and places as llieir nieasures 
and opportunities directed; the field was next in tlieir eyb, 
and tlie soldiers began to inquire when they should fight; 
for as yet there had been little or no blood drawn, and it 
was not long before tlu^y had enough of it; for I belmve I 
may chaUeiigc all the liisiDrians in Europe to tell me of any 
war in the world where, in the space of four years, there 
were so many pitched battles, sieges, fights, and skirmishes, 
as in this war ; we never encamped or iiitreii(dieu', never 
fortified the avenues to our posts, or lay fenced with rivers 
and defiles ; here was no leaguers in the field, as at the 
story of Nuremberg, neither had our seddiers any tents, or 
what they call hSavy baggage. It was the general maxim 
of this wai'. Where is the enemy? let us go arul fight them : 
or, on the other hand, if the enemy was coming, What was 
to be done? why, what should be done? diaw out in textile 
fields, and fight tlicm. I cannot say it was the TJi'udencd of 
the x>^rties, and had the king fought less he'' had gained 
more; and I shall remark *several times, when the eager- 
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ness of figliting was the worst council, and proved our loss. 
This benefit however happened in general to the country, 
thiit it niadc* a quick,- though a bloody end, of the war, 
wliieli otherwise liad lasted till it might have ruined the 
whole nation. 

On the 1 0th of Octobcir the king’s ai*^ny was in full march, 
Ills majesty generalissimo, the Earl ^ Lindsey, general of 
llic fool, I'riiice Kiip(u*t, general of the horse ; and the first 
action in tlie field Avas l)y Ih'ince Kupertand Sir John Biron. 
Siv John had brought his ‘body of five hundred horse, as I 
noted already, from Oxford to Worcester; tlie Lord Say, 
witli a strong party, being in the neighbourhood of Oxford, 
and expectc'd in the town; Col<»nel Sandys, a hot man, and 
who had more courage than judgment, advances with about 
fifteen hundi'ed horse and dragoons, with design to beat Sir 
John Biron out of Worcester, and take j)Ost there for the 
jjarliannait. , 

^ The king had notice that the Earl of Essex designed for 
Worcester, and Pj ince Jliipert was ordered to advance Avith 
a body, of lioi*st‘ and dragoons, to face the enemy, and bring 
ofi’ Sir John Biron. 'Jdiis his majesty did td amuse the 
Earl of Essc'X, ^uithe might expdbt him that Avay; Avhereas 
the king’s design Av^as to gt^t between the Earl of Essex’s 
army and,. the city of London; and his majesty’s end Avas 
doubly aiisAvered ; for he not only drew Essex on to Wor- 
cester, Avliei’e he spemt more time tlnm he ^leeded, but he 
beat the party into the bargain. 

1 went volunteei’ in this i)arty, and rid in my fiither’s 
regiment; for thoagji we really expected not to see the 
enemy, yet I AAas tired Avith lying still. We came to 
Worcester just,a?4 notice amxs brought to Sir John Biron 
lliaA a party of T;he enemy Avas on their march for AV orccster^ 
ui>on whici Oie prince, immediately consulting what was to 
be done, rcsol\ es to mai,ph^the next morning, and fight 
them. 



26 


MEMOIRS OF A CAVALIER. 


The enemy, who lay at PersliSrc, about eight miles from 
Worcester, and, as I ])elieve, had no notice of our inarch, 
came on vciy confidently in the morning, and tound usi 
fairly dm^vn up to rt'.ccive them ; 1 must confess this was 
the bluntt»st downright way of making war that (wt‘r was 
seen. The enemy, who, in all the little knowledgt^ I had of 
war, ought to liaveNllscovered our numbers, and guessed 
by our posture what our design was, liiight easily have 
infoianed themselves that we intended to attiu'k them, and 
so might have secured die advairtage of a bridge in their 
front ; but, without any regard to these methods of policy, 
diey came on at all hazards. UjK>n this notice*, my father 
proposed to the prince to halt for them, and suffer ourselves 
to be attacked, since we found them willing to givi^ us the 
advantage ; the prince approvec^ of the advice, so we halted 
“within view of a bridge, leaving sfiace enough on f)ur fi’ont 
for about half th^; niunber of their forces to j)ass and draw 
up; and at the bridge was jiosted about fifty dragoons, with 
orders to retire as soon as the enemy advanced, as if they 
had been afraid. On the right of the road was a ditch, and 
a very high bank behind, where we had plaeed thr(‘e hun- 
dred dragoons, with orderA'to lie flat on their faces till the 
enemy had passcul the bridge, and to kit fly among tlicmi as 
soon as our trumpets souAded a charge. Nobody but 
Colonel Sandys would have been caught in such a snare ; 
for he might eSsily have seen that, when he was over the 
bridge, there was not room enough for him to figlit in. 

As we expected, they appeared, bciit our dragoons from 
the bridge, and passed it; we stood fiiyn in one line with a 
reserve, and expected a charge; but Colonel Sandys, show- 
ing a great deal more judgment than wo- thought he was 
master of, extends himself to the left, linding*the ground.too 
straight, and began to form his men with a i^nvlt deal "of 
readiness and skill ; for by this ^tirne he saw our number 
was greater than he expected. The prince perceiving it^ 
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and foreseeing tliat the stratagem ofJ;he dragoons would be 
fr.ustrat.ed by this, immediately charges with the horse, and 
the dragoons at the safne time standing nj)on their feet; 
poui’cd in their shot upon those that were passing tho 
bridge ; this surprise put them into siicl; disorder that we 
had l>Til little work with them; for thfmgh Colonel Sandys, 
with tiui troops next him, sustained ^lic shock very well, 
and behaved themselves gallantly enough, yet, the confusion 
beginning in their rear, those that had not yet passed the 
bridge were k(‘2>t back by the fire of the dragoons, and the 
rest- were easily cut in pieces. Colonel Sandys was mortally 
womuh'd and taken jn-isotu^r, and the ci’owd was so grcjat to 
gel. back, that many were j)ushed into tlie water, and were 
rather smother(‘d than drowned. Some of them who never 
came into the fight were so fright(»ned that tiny never looked 
behiiuhthem, till they came to Pershore ; and, as we were 
a/iiTwards informed, tlu^ life-gn^irds ol'the general W'ho had 
quartered in the town, left it in disorder enough, expecting 
us at tlic heels of thedr men. 

If our business had been to keep the j^arliamont aimy 
from’ coming to Worcester, we had a very good*opportunity 
to liavc secured the bridge at Pershore; but our design lay 
another way, as 1 have said, and the king was for drawing 
Essex,<^'a to the Severn, in lioj)es to get behind him, which 
fell out accordingly. 

Essex, spurred by this affront in the ihllincy of their 
affairs, advances the next day, and came to Pershore time 
enough to be at the funeral of some of h^ men ; and from 
thence he advances tf> Worcester. 

We marched back to Worcester extremely pleased with 
the good Buccese of our first attack ; and our men were so 
fluslied with^this little victory, that it put vigour into the 
whole ariirr.'' The enemy lost about three thousand men, 
and we carried away iicai o^e himdrcd and fifty prisoners, 
with five hundred horses, some standards and arms*, and, 
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among the prisoners, their colonel, but he died a little, after 
of his wounds. 

* Upon the approach of the enemy,* Worcester was (piitted, 
and the forces marched back to join the king’s army, whicli 
lay then at Bridge^iorth, Ludlow, and thereabout. As the 
king exj)ected, it frfl out ; Essex lound so much work at 
Worcester to settle pitrliament quarters, and secure Bristol, 
Gloucester, and Hereford, that it gave the king a full day's 
march of him ; so the king, having the start of him, moves 
towards London; and Essex, nettled to be ])()th beaten in 
fight, and outdone in conduct, decamj)s, and follows the 
king. 

The parliament, and the Londoners too, were in a strange 
consternation at this mistake of tlndr gcmeral ; and liad the 
king, whose great misfortune was always to follow })r(‘cipi- 
taut advices, — had the king, I say, j)Ushed on his first 
design, which he had fornu^d with very g(»od reason, ajid foj.* 
which h(i had been dodging wdth Essex eight or ten days, 
viz., of maVchiiig directly to London, Avlicre he had a very 
great interest, and where his friends wn;re not ycit o]»pressed 
and imj)OveAsluid, as they waTc afterw^ards, Ik* had turned 
the scale of his affairs; and every man cxj)ected it ; for the 
members began to sliift fur tliemselves, ex})resses \vere s(‘nt 
on the heels of one miotlier to tlie Earl of Essex, Ul hasten 
after the king, and, if possi])le, to bring him to a battle. 
Some of these 'letters fell into our hands, and avo might 
easily discover that the parliament were in the last confu- 
sion at the thougl^ts of our coming to London ; besides this, 
the city was in a worse fright than tlu* house, and the great 
moving men began to go out of town. In short, they 
expected us, and we expected to come ; but j)rovideiice, for 
our ruin, had otherwise determined it. 

Ess(‘x, upon news of the king’s march, and mp on receipt 
of the ptirliamcnt’s letters, makes kmg marches after us, and 
on the 23rd of October reaches the village of K'cyuton, in 
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Wanviclcsliirc. The king was almost as far as Banhiiry, 
and tl lore calls a council of war. {lurne of the old officers 
that foresaw the advantage the king had, the concern the 
city was in, and the vast addition^ hoth to the reputation of 
his forces and the increase of his interest, ^it would he, if the 
king could gain that point, urged the king to march on to 
L()iid(»u. Prince I{iii)ert, and tlui IresJl^colonels, press('d for 
fightijjg; told the 'king it dispirited their men to march 
willi the enemy at their heels; that the j)arliament army 
was inferior to him hy six thousand men, and fatigued with 
Jiasty marching ; that as their orders were to figlit, he liad 
nothing to do hut to post ]imis(‘lf to advantage, and receive 
them to their destruction; that the action near Worcester 
had Jet tlum know how easy it was to d(‘al with a rash 
enemy ; and that it was a dislionoiir for him, whose forces 
were so much superior, to he pursued hy his sulyects in 
rehellion. Tlnse and th(i like arguments prevailed with 
tile king to alter his AvisiT measim‘s, and I’esolve to fight. 
Nor was this all ; when a resolution of fighting was taken, 
that jKg't of the advice* which they who were for fighting 
gave .as a reascni for their opinion was forgot, ftnd, instead 
of halting, and posting ourselves tcFailvantagc till tlie (‘iieniy 
came up, wa Avon* orderc*d to march hack andmiH't them. 

Nay, so lager was the prince for fighting, that wlien from 
the 1o]7 of Edgohill, the enemy’s army was descried in the 
hottom hetween tlK*m and the village of K(‘}^iton, and that 
tlie enemy had liid us defiance, hy discluuging tlirec can- 
nons, wc accepted the challengi', and answering wnth two 
shots from our army, we must needs f()rsalfe the advantage 
of the hills, which they must liavt^ mounted under the com- 
mand of our canpcwi, and march down to them into the plain. 
I confess, I thoaglit here was a great deal more gtillantry 
than discr^tiofi ; for it was plainly taking an advantage out 
of our own*hands, and putting it into the hands of the 
enemy. An enemy that must %ht, may always be fought 
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with to advantage. My old hero, tlie glorious Gustavus 
Adolphus, was as forward to fight as any man of true valour, 
mixed with any j)olicy, need to be, .or ought to be ; but lie 
used to say, an cimny, rc^duced to a necessity of fighting, is 
half bc‘aten. 

It is true, we Aver.e all but young in the war ; the soldiers 
hot and foinvard, ai^^-^-ngerly di-sired to come to hands with 
the enemy. But I take the more noticf* of it here, because 
tlie king in this acted against his own measui-es ; for it was 
the king himself had laid the design of g(“tting the start of 
Essex, and marching to London. Ills friends had invited 
him thither, and exjieoted him, and sufTi-red deeply for the 
07nission; and yet he gave way to these hasty counsels, 
and suffered his jtidgment to be oven-uled by majority of 
voices; an error, I sjiy^ the King of Sweden was never 
guilty of; for if all the officers at a council of wur wei-e of 
a different opinion, yet,,tmless their reasons masten'd his 
judgment, their votos never altered his measures; but tills 
was the error of our good, but unfortunate njaster, three 
times in this war, and ])articidarly in two of the greatest 
battles of 'the time, viz., this of Edgehill, and that of 
Naseby. 

Tlie resolution for fighting being published in tlie army, 
gave an universal joy to the soldiers, who exyireased an e.x- 
traordinary ardour for fighting. I remember my ’ father, 
talking wdth lAe about it, asked me what I thought of the 
approaching battle ; I tohl him, I thought the king had 
done very well ; for at that time I did not consult the extent 
of the design, and had a mighty mindj like other rash people, 
to see it brought to a day, which made me answer my fatlier 
as I did. But, said I, sii’, 1 doubt there^ will be but in- 
different doings on both sides, between two armies Jxith 
made up of fresh men, that had never seen any service. “My 
fiitlier minded little what I spoke^pf that ; but, v^hen I seemed 
pleased that the king had r<!sjolved to fight, he looked angrily 
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at me, and told mo ho was sorry ,I could see no farther 
into things. I tell you, sjiys ho, hastily, if the king shoidd 
kill and take j)risonors this whole amiy, gononil and all, the 
parliament will have the victory ; for we have lost more by 
slip))ing tliis„opportunity of getting intp London, than we 
jshall ever get by t(*n battles. I saw ?nough of this after- 
wards to convince me of the weight ^/what my lather siiid, 
and so did the king too ; but it was then too late ; advan- 
tiiges slii)t in war are never recovered. 

wen; now in a full march to fight the Earl of Essex. 
It was on Sunday morning the 24th of October, 1G42, iair 
'iv(\*itlier over head, but tlu* ground very heavy and dirty. As 
soon as we canu; to the to]) of Edgchill, we discovered th(*ir 
whole ai’iny. Th(‘y were not drawn up, having had two 
miles to march that morning; but thi*y were very busy 
forining their lines, and jiosting tlu; rt*giin(‘nts as they came 
T^). Some of their horsi* were exceedingly fatiguc*d, having 
marclK‘(l fl)rty-eight hours loge’ther; and had they been 
suftered to IIjIIow us thrive or four days’ march farther, 
si;v(‘]‘aL of their regiments of horse would have been quite 
ruined, and their foot Avould have been rendered imscrvice- 
able for the present. But Ave haft no j)atienc(*. 

As soon as our Avhole aniiy aa%'is come thtJ top of the 
hill, Ave were dniAAm up in order of battle ; the king’s army 
made a very fine appearance ; and indeed they Avere a body 
of gallant men as eA^er a])peared in the field, s?nd as well fur- 
nished at all points ; the horse exceeding A^x41 accoutred, 
being most of tlunn gentlemen and volunteers ; some Avhole 
regiments seiwing Avjthout pay. Their horses very good 
and fit for seiwicc as could be. desired. The Avholc army 
Avere not above ^eighteen thtmsand men, and the enemy not 
one’^thousand o^er or under, though we had been told they 
were not above tAvelve thousand ; but they had been rein- 
forced withVour thousfiiid jnep from Northampton. 

The king was with the general, the Earl of Lindst^, in 
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the main battle ; Prinqe Rupert commanded the rif^lit win<v^ 
and the Marquis of Ilertford, the Lord Willoughby, and 
several other very good officers, thtvleft. 

Tlie signal of battle being given with two cannon shot, 
ive inarched in orr^er of battiilia down the lull, being drawn 
up in two lines, Avith bodies of reserve ; the C'lumiy advanced 
to meet us much rhr^the same form, with this ditference 
only, that tliey had placed their cannon on their right, and 
the king had jdaced ours in the cc‘ntrt‘, bet()re, cn* ralluT 
between two gr(»at brigades of foot, 'flieir cannon bi*gan 
with us fii'st, and did some mischief among the dragr>ons of 
our left wing; but our officers peretdving tin* shot took the 
men and missed the horses, <»rdered all to alight, and every 
man leading his horse to adv;incc‘ in tin* sann* (n'dtT ; and 
this sjived our lucn, fur most of the eiunny’s sliot fli‘w over 
their liwids. Our cannon made a terril)lij ex(*ciition upon 
their foot for a quarter of an hour, and ])iit tlnan into great 
confusion, till the gcmeral oblig^ial them to halt, and (hanged 
the posture of his liont, marcliing round a small rising 
ground, by which he avoided the fuiy of our artilJ(*ry. 

By this fime the wings were engaged, the king having 
given the signal of battle J and ordercKl the riglit wing to fall 
on. Prince Rupert, who, as is said, command(*d that wing, 
fell on with such fury, and pushed the hdl wing of the par- 
liament army so effectually, that in a momcnit he filled all 
with terror anti confusion. Coiimiissaiy -general Ramsey, a 
Scotchman, a Low Country soldier, and an exjx'Ticmccd 
officer, commanded their left wing, and tliongli Ik* did all 
that an expert soldier and a brave coipmander could do, yet 
it was to no purj)ose ; his lines wen; immediately broken, 
and all overwhelmed in a trice: two regiments of foot, 
whether as part of the left wing, or on the Heft of the main 
body, I know not, were disordered by their uwn^horse, and 
rather trampled to dcatli by ^he, horses, than beaten by our 
meif ; but they were so entirely broken and disordered, that 
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I do not remember that ever they made one volley upon 
oyr men; for their own horse runniiifif away, and falling 
fold on these foot, were so vigorously lollowcd by our nien, 
that the foot never had a moment to rally or look behind 
them. The pv>int of the left wing of horse were not so soon 
Ijrokcn as the rest, and three regimen ti?, of them stood firm 
for some time : the dexterous officers of the (ither regiments 
taking the oj)portunity, rallied a great many of their scattered 
men behind them, and pieced in some troops with those 
regiments ; but after two or three charges, wdiich a brigjide 
of our second line, Ibllowing the prince, made upon them, 
they also w^erc broken with the rest. 

1 remember, that at the great battle of Leipsic, the right 
‘wing of the imperialists having fallen in upon the Saxons 
with like fury to this, l)ore down all before them, and beat 
the Sax4k)ns quite out of the field ; upon which the soldiers 
ciaed, Victoria ! Let us follow ! If 6, no, said the old general 
'filly, let them go, Init let us beat the Swedes too, and then 
all’s our own. Had Ihince I{u[)ert taken this method, and 
instead ‘^of following the fugitives, who were dispersed so 
effectually, that two regiments would hav^ secured them 
from rallying; I say, had he fallen in upon the foot, or 
wheeled to tin* left, and iiilhiii in «J)oti the rear of the enemy’s 
right wing of horse, or retunuid to the assistance of the left 
wing of our horse, we liad gained the mosj absolute and 
complete victory that could be ; nor had one ♦^liousand men 
of the enemy’s army got olf: but this prince, who was full 
of fire, and pleased to see the* rout of thegi'nemy, pursued 
them quite to the towfi of Keynton, where indeed he killed 
abundance of their men, and some* time also was lost in pliui- 
dering the bag^ge : but in the mean time, the glory and 
advahtiige of tj:ic day was lost to the king ; for the right wing 
of the parliaCnjent horse could not be so broken. Sir William 
Balfour made a desperate cltarge upon the point of the king s 
left ; and had it not been for two regiments of dragoons, who 
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were planted in the rr^ierv^e, had routed the wliole wing; 
for he broke through the /irntline, and skiggerecl the second, 
who advanced to their assistance, but was so warmly received 
by tliose dragoons, who cflmc seasonably in, and gave their 
first fire on horsebirck, tliat his fury was checki d, and having 
lost a great many indn, was forced to wdieel about to his own 
men ; and ha^ the king had but three r(^j^iments of horse 
at hand, to have charged him, he had been routed. The 
rest of this wing kept their ground, and received the first 
fury of tlie enemy with great firmness ; aft<‘r which, advamv 
ing in their turn, they were once masters of the Earl ol’ 
Essex's cannon. And here we lost aiiotlujr advantage: 
for if any foot had been at hand to snj)j)urt 1ll(^se horse, they 
had carri(»d off the camion, or tunned it uj)on the main 
battle of the enemy’s foot; }>ut tlie foot' were otherwise 
engaged. The horse on this side fought, ivith gr(^at obstinacy 
and variety of sie^cess a gr/jat , while, Sir niili]) Sta})yIton, 
who commanded the guards of tlie Earl of* Essex, being 
engaged with a <^f ShreWvsbury cavaliei's, as w(‘ 

called tlicu^, was once in a fair way to havii })een cut off by 
a brigade of our foot, wl}o, being advanced to fall on upon 
the parliament’s main body, flanked Sir Pliilip's horse in 
their way, and, faejiig to fiie left, so furiously eliaiged liini 
with their x^kes, that he was obliged to rvXire in great dis- 
order, and wit,h the ](.)ss of a grciat many men and horses. 

All this while the fiiot on both sides were desperately en- 
gaged, and coining close up to the teeth of* on(* another with 
the clubl)cd iniiJ^et and jmsh of i)ike, fought with gi*eat. 
resolution, and a tciTi]>l(* slaughter ofi both sides, giving no 
(piarter for a great ivhile; and they continued to do thus, 
till, as if ihey W'cre tired and out of wi\)d, cither party 
seemed willing enough to leave off, and take* b»’cath. Those 
wliicli sufi[*ere(l most were that brigade which liad charged 
Sir William Stax^ylton’s ho^s^*, fi^ho, being bravely engaged 
iu the front with llie enemy’s foot, were, on a sudden. 
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charged iigain in front and flank, l)3'^*Sir William Balfour’s 
lu)rse, and disordered,^ after a very desperate defence. 
Here the king’s standard was taken, the standard-bearer, 
Sir Edward Varney, being killed ; but it was rescued again 
by Ca]>lain Smith, and brought to the kitig the same night, 
Ihr which the king knighted the captain. 

Tliis bi-igade of foot had fought all the day, and had not 
IxH^n broke ‘n at last, if any horse had been at hand to sup- 
]><)rt them. Tlje field )»egan to be now clear, both armies 
stoetd, as it wcu'c, gazing at one anotlu^r, only the king, 
luiving rallied his foot, seeim^d inclined to renew the charge, 
lid b(‘gaii to cannc»nad(^ them, which they could not return, 
most of their cannon being nailed while they Avere in our 
possession, and all the eaiiuoneeis killed or fl(?d, and our 
gmiiiers did execution upon Sir William Balfour’s troops 
fur a got)d while. 

•My father’s regiment Ixdng in- the right with the prince, 

T siiAv lihle of the fight, hut the rout of tlie enemy’s left, and 
Ave had ns full a victoiy there as we could desire, hut sj)ent 
too much time in it. We killed about two thoiusand men 
in that part of the action, and luiAU^g totally dispersed them, 
and j»lund('nxl their baggage, began to think ot*our fellows 
Avhen it was too late to help them. We returned, liowever, 
victoiwnsfto the king, just as the battle Avas over; the king 
asked the prince Avhat iicaa's? lie told liim^hc could give 
his majesty a good account of the enemy’s horse : Ay, s;tys 
a gentJ(!man that stood by me, jand of their carts too. That 
Avord was spoken with such a sense of thidi^misfortiine, and 
made sncli an impression in the whole arnty, that it, 
occasioned some illjilood afterwards among us; and, hut that 
th(‘ king took ijp the business, it had been of ill conse- 
quence* : fc r smne person who had heard the gemtlemaii speak 
it, informexf >he jirince who it avus, and the pi'incc* I’csent- 
ing it, spoke sometliing abofit it in the heai*ing of the i^irty 
when the king avus jirescut. The gentleman, not at all sui- 
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prised, told his highnesS; openly he had Kiid the words ; and 
though lie owned he had no disrespect for his highness, y(‘t 
he could not but say, if it had Tiot been so, the enemy’s 
army had been better beaten. The prince replied some- 
thing vciy disobliging ; upon which the gcaitlemaii came up 
to the king, and kneeling, humbly besought his majesty tf) 
accept of his commission, and to give him leave to tell the 
prince, that, whenever his highness j)leased, he was ready 
to give him satisfaction. I’he prince was exccjcdingly 
jirovoked, and, as he was very passionate*, began to talk 
very oddly, and without all government of himself. The 
gentleman, as bold as he, but much calmer, preserved 
liis temper, but maintained his qnarnd ; and the king 
was so concerned, that he was very much out of hiunour 
with the prince about it. However, his inAjesty, u])(>n con- 
sideration, soon ended the dispute, by laying his commands 
on them both to speak noanore of it for that day; and re- 
fusing the commission from the colonel, for he was no less, 
sent for them both next morning in private, and made them 
friends again. * 

But to return to our Jjtory ; we cam(5 back to the king 
timely enough to put the Earl of Essex’s men out of all 
humour of renewing the fight ; and, as I observed b(*ibre, 
both parties stood gazing at one anotlier, and our cannon 
playing upon tliem, obliged Sir Williau) Balfour’s horse to 
wheel off in some disorder, but tiny returned us none again ; 
wliich, as we afterwards understood, was, as I s;iid before, 
for want of botlf^ powder and gunners; for the cannoneers, 
and firemen were killed, or liad cpifttcd their train in the 
fight, when our horse had possession of their artillery ; and 
as they had sjnked up some of the caiufpn, so they^ had 
carried away fifteen carriages of powder. r « 

Night coming on, ended all discourse of fiiofe fighting ; 
and, the king drew off and Vnstrehed towards the hills. I 
know no other token of victory which the enemv had, than 
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their lying in the field of battle all lyght, which they did foi- 
no otliCT reaHon, than that, having lost their baggage and 
provisions, they had luf Avherc to go ; and which we did not 
because we had good (juarters at Jmnd. 

The niinib'^r of prisoners and of the slain, were not very 
Jinequal; the enemy lost more men, •we most of quality. 
Six thousand men on both sides W(fl*e killed on the spot, 
wlu*reof, Avh(‘n our rtdls were examined, we missed two 
thousand five hundred. We lost our brave general the old 
Eaj'l of Lindsey, wlio was woimded and taken prisoner, and 
died of his wounds; Sir Edward Stradling, Colonel Lunds- 
find, j)risoners; and Sir Edward Varney, and a great many 
gentlemen of (piality, slain. On the other hand, we carried 
«)tf Colonel Essex, Colonel llamsty, and the Lord St. John, 
who also died of his wounds; we took five ammunition 
waggoys full of poAvd(*r, and brought off about five hundred 
^i^orse in the d<deat of tlu* left wir^, with eighteen standards 
and colours, and lost sev(*nteen. 

The slaughter of the left wing was so great, and the flight 
so effeotual, that sevcTal of the officers rid clear awfiy, coast- 
ing round, and got to London, where they ^epdrted that the 
parliament army was entirely defeated, all lost, killed, or 
taken, as if none but them were h*ft alive to carry the news. 
This ^tilled them with consternation fin’ a while, but when 
other messengers followed all was restored to quiet again, 
and the })ar]ianient cried up their victory, and sufficiently 
mocked God and their general, with their public thanks for 
it. Truly, as the fight was a delivenuice ^ them, they were 
in the right to give Wianks for it; but as to its being a vic- 
tory, neither side had much to boiist of) and they less a great 
deal than we had! 

^ got no hu A in this fight ; and, indeed, we of the right 
wing had but little fighting ; I think I discharged my pistols 
hut once and my ciirabi\^ Uvice, for we had more fatigut^ 
than fight the enemy fled, and we had little to do but to 
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follow and kill tliose ye could overtake. I spoiled a good 
liorac, and got a bc^tter from the enemy in hia room, and 
came home weary enough. My father lost his horse, an(l, 
in the tall, was bniised in his thigh by another horse tr(‘ad- 
ing on him, which, disabled him for some time, and, at his 
request, by his majesty’s consent, I commanded the regi,- 
ment in his absence. * 

The enemy received a recruit of four thousand mvn the 
next morning ; if they had not, I believe they had gone 
back towards Worcester; but, encouraged by that rein- 
forcem(*nt, they Ciilled a council of war, and had a long de- 
bate whether they could attack us again ; but, notwith- 
standing their great victory, they durst not attempt it, 
though this addition of strength made them superior to us 
by three thousand men. c 

The king, indeed, expected that when these troops joined 
them they would advance, and we were i)reparing to receive 
them at a village called Arno, where the luiad-quarter con- 
tinued three or fbuj' days ; and, had they really esleerntid 
the first day’s 'work a victory, as tln^y called it, th(‘y would 
have done It, but they thought not good to v(*nture, but 
marched away to Warwick, and from thence to Coventry. 
The king, to urge them to venture upon him, and come to a 
second battle, sits down before Banbury, and t^/kes botli 
town and castle, and makes two entire regiments of loot, 
and one troop of horse, quit the parliament seivice, and 
take up their arms for the king. This was done almost 
before their face§ which was a better proof of a victory on 
our side than they could pretend to-, From Banbuiy we 
inarched to Oxford ; and now all men s[iw the jiarliament 
had made*a great mistake, for they were ’ m)t always in the 
right any more than wt, to leave Oxford wShouta gjirrli^on. 
The king caused new regular w^orks to be drawn round it, 
and seven royal bastions, with,, ravel ins and outworks, a 
double ditch, counterscarp, and covered way ; all which, 



•M®0ins OF A CAVALIEB. 


39 


added to the advantage of situation, made it a formidable 
j)lace, and from this time it became* our place of arms, and 
the centre of affairs on. the king’s side. 

If the parliament had the honour of the field, the king 
reaped tlie fruits of the victory ; for all this part of the 
country submitted to him. Essex’s iyiny made the best of 
tludr way to London, and were but yi an iU condition when 
they came th(*rc, especially their horse. 

The parliament, scnisiblc of this, and receiving daily ac- 
counts of the progress we made, began to cool a little in 
their temper, al)ated of their first rage, and voted an address 
^ lor peace; and sent to the king to let him know they were 
di'sirous to prevent the effusion of more blood, and to bring 
things to an accommodation, or, as they called it, a right 
understanding. 

1 was now, by the king’s particular favour, summoned to 
the coujicils of war, my father continuing absent and ill ; 
and now I began to think of the real grounds, and, which 
was more, of the fatal issue of this war. I say, I now 
began it, for I cannot say that I ever rightly stated matters 
in my own mind before, though I had been eaough used to 
blood, and to see the dcstructio»of people,^'‘sacking of towns, 
and plundering the country; yet it was in Gcnnany, and 
among strangers; but I foimd a stimigc, secret, and unac- 
countable sadness upon my spirits to see this acting in my 
own native countiy. It gideved me to the heart, even in 
the rout of our enemies, to see the slaughter of them ; and 
even in the fight, to hear a man cry for (piarter in English, 
moved me to a comjjassion which I had lujver been used to ^ 
nay, sometimes it looked to me as if some of my own men 
had been beaten^ and when 1 heard a soldier ci^, O God, \ 
am. sliot ! I looked behind me to see which of my owr 
troop waj^ fUllcn. Here I saw myself at the cutting of the 
throats of \ny friends ; atid, indeed, some of my near rela- 
tions, My old comrades and fellow-soldiers in GQrmany 
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were some with iis, some against ns, as their opinions hap- 
pened to differ in religion. For my part, I confi'ss I had 
not much religion in me at that time ; but I thought reli- 
gion, rightly practised on both sides, would have made us all 
bettor friends ; and, therefore, sometimes I began to think, 
that both the bishops of our sides and the preachers on 
theirs, made religion rather the pretence than the cause ol* 
the war; and from those* thoughts I vigorously argued it at 
the council of war against marching to Brentford, while the 
address for a treaty of peace from the paftiaincmt was^ in 
hand ; for I was for taking the parliament by the handle 
which they had given us, and entc*ring into a negotiation 
with the advantage of its being at their own request. 

I thouglit th(? king had now in his hands an opportunity 
to make an honoui-ablc peace; for this battle of Edgehill, 
as much as they bintsted of the victory to h(*arten up their 
friends, had sorely weakgpe^d their army, and discouraged 
their party too, wliich in effect’ was worse as to their amiy. 
The horse were paiticularly in an ill case, and the foot 
greatly diminished ; and the remainder very sickly. Rut, be> 
sides this, th6 parliament were gi’oatly alarmed at the progress 
we made afterwards; and'*still fearing the king’s surprising 
them, had sent for the Earl of Essex to London to defend 
tliefn ; by which the coimtiy was, as it were, deserted and 
abandoned, and left to be plundered ; our parties overnin 
all places at pfeasurc. All this while I considered, that 
whatever the seddiers of fortune meant by the war, our de- 
sires were to Bupijress the exorbitant power of a party, to 
establish our king in his just and legal, rights ; but not with 
a design to destroy the constitution of goveniment, and the 
being of ^rliament ; and therefore I thought now was the 
time for peace, and there were a great manyVorthy gewtle- 
men in the army of my mind ; and, had our master had 
ears to hear us, the war might.h^ye had an end here. 

This address for peace was received by the king at 
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Maidc^ihoaf], whither liis army -waa now advanccfl, and his 
TTiJi jesty retnrnedt answer by Sir Peter Killegrew, that he 
desired nothing more,' and would not be wanting on his 
j)art. Upon this the imrliament named commissioners, and 
his majesty, excepting against Sir John Evelyn, they left 
•him out, and sent oth(*rs ; and desired the king to appoint 
his resid(*nce near London, where tHe commissioners might 
•wait upon him. Accordingly the king appointed Windsor 
for the place, of treaty, and desired the treaty might be 
ha.st(‘ned. And thus all things looked with a favourable 
nsjK'Ct, wdien one unlucky action knocked it all on the head, 
and filled both j>arties w'ith more implacable animosities 
limn they had before, and all hopes of peace, vanished. 

During this pi-ogressof th^ king’s armies, w’^e were always 
abroad with the horse ravaging the countiy, and plundering 
the n^indheads. Prince liupcTt, a most active vigilant 
party-man, and, I must own, fitter fi>r such than lor a gene- 
r;d, Avas never lying still, and I seldom stayed behind ; for 
our regiment being very well mounted, he would always 
send for us, if he had any extraordinary design in hand. 

I cannot d('ny but these flyin^parti(!S of jiorse committed 
gr(‘at spoil among the country people ; and sometimes the 
])rinec gave a liberty to some cruelties which were not at 
all ll^r the. king’s interest; because, it being still upon our 
own country, and the king’s own subjects, .whom, in all his 
declarations, he protested to be careful of, it si*emed to con- 
tradict all those ^protestjitions and declarations, and served 
to aggravate and exasperate^ the coinman people ; and the 
king’s enemies mad(^ all the advantages of it that was pos- 
sible, by crying out of twice as many extravagancies as were 
committed. • 

•ft is tru^ tfie king, who naturally abhorred such things, 
could not* refetKiin his men, no nor his generals, so absolutely 
as he would have done. • The war, on his side, was very 
much a la vohiniier ; many gentlemen served him ai their 
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own charge, and some^ paid whole regiments themselves. 
Sometimes also the king’s affairs were straiter than ordinary, 
and his men were not very well paid, and this obliged him 
to wink at their excursions upon the country, though he 
did not approve c/ them; and yet, I must own, that in 
those parts of England where the war was hottest, there 
never was seen that I'uiii and depopulation, murders, and 
barbarities, which I have seen even among protestaiit armies 
abroad in Germany, and other fbr<^ign j)arts of the world. 
And if the [)arliament people had seen those things al)read, 
as I had, they would not have complained. 

The most I have seen was plundering the towns for pro- 
visions, drinking up their beer, and turning our horses into 
their fields, or stacks of corn* but, alas! what was this to 
Count Tilly’s ravages in Saxony ? Or wliat was our taking 
of Leicester by storm, where they cried out of‘ om* bar- 
barities, to the sacking of New Brandenburgh, or the Uiking 
of Magdeburgh ? In Leicester, of seven or eight tliousarjid 
pcojde in the town, three hundred were killed ; in Magde- 
burgh, of tw(mty-five thousand, scarce two thousjmd seven 
hundred were left, and the whole town burnt to ashes. 1 
myself have seen seventeen or eighteen villages on fire in a 
day, and the people driven away from their dwellings, like 
herds of cattle ; the men murdered, the women stript, and 
seven or eight hundred of them together, after tht^y had 
suffered all the indignities and abuses of the soldiers, driven 
stark naked in the winter through the gi*eat towns, to seek 
shelter and reliefi from the charity of their enemies. 1 do 
not instance these greater barbaritiear to justify the lesser 
actions, which are nevertheless irregular; but, 1 do siiy, 
that circumstances coiisider(*d, this war VC-as managed with 
as much humanity on both sides as could ^ be expdtfed, 
especially also considering the animosity of partitis. 

But, to return to the king.'- His majesty, as 1 observed, 
liras Maidenhead addressed by the j)arliament for peace, 
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and Wijidsor being appointed for .the place of treaty, the 
van of his anny lay at Colnbrook. In the meantime, 
wild her it were tniej or only a pretence, but it was re^- 
ported the parliament-general had sent a body of his troops, 
with a train of artillery, to Hammersmith, in order to fall 
.U]>on some part of our army, or to takft some advanced post, 
which was to the prejudice of onf men ; whereupon, the 
king ordered the army to march, and, by the favour of a 
thick mist, came within half a mile of Brentli)rd before he 
was discovered. There were two regiments of foot, and 
about six hundred horse in the town, of the enemy’s best 
tr(K)])S ; these taking the alunn, posted themselves on the 
bridge at the wi;st end of the town. The king attacketl 
tliem with a select detachment of his best infantry, and 
tlu*y di*fendeu themselves with incredible obstinacy. 1 
must gwn, 1 never saw raw men, for they could not have 
been in arms above four months,* act like them in my life, 
bi shoj-t, there was no forcing these men ; lor, though two 
whole bi*igadc*s of our loot, backed by our horse, made livii 
several attacks ujioii them, they could not break them, and 
we lost a great many brave men in thatt.jaclion. At last, 
seeing the obstinacy of these men, a party of horse was 
ordered to go round from Osterly ; and, entering the town 
on t^e north side, whcire, though the horse made some 
resistance, it was not coiisidei’able ; the town was presently 
taken. 1 led my regiment through an enclosure, and came 
into the town nearer to the* bridge than the rest, by which 
means I got first into the toTirti ; but 1 hvd this loss by my 
expedition, that the •toot charged me before the body was 
come up, and poured in their shot very furiously ; my men 
were but in an ^11 case, and would not have stood mucli 
logger, if thy rest of the horse coming up the lane had not 
found theln ether employment. When the horse were thus 
entered, they immediately dispersed the enemy’s horse, 
who lied aw:ay towards Loudon, and falling sword in*hand 
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upon the rear of the font, who were engaged at the bridge, 
they were all cut in pi(*ces, except about two hundred, wh<>, 
scorning to ask quarter, desj)erately threw themselves into 
the river Thames, where they were most of tliem drowned. 

The parliament and their i>arty made a givat outcry at 
this atk'mpt ; that if was base and treacherous while in a 
treaty of peace ; and *\hat the king, having annisc‘d them 
witli hearkening to a trinity, designed to have seized upon 
their train of artillery first, and aftcT that, to have surpi-ised 
both the city of London and the parliament. And I Imve 
observed since, that our historians note this action as con- 
trary to the laws of honour and treaties ; though, as there 
was no cessation of anns agreed on, nothing is more con- 
trary to the laws of war than to suggest it. 

That it was a very xuihappy thing to the king and whole 
nation, as it broke off the hoj)es of jxaccj, and was tln^ occa- 
sion of bringing the Sc<i/ts’ army in upon us, I readilj^ 
acknowledge ; but that there was anything dishonouralJe- 
in it, I cannot allow : for, though the parliament had 
addressed to the king for peace, and such st(*ps wc»re takcMi 
in it, as before, yet, as 1 have sfiid, there was no proposjil 
made on either side for a cessation of arms; and all the 
world must allow, that in such cases the war goes on in the* 
field, while the peace goes on in the cabinet. And if the 
war goes on, admit the king had designed to surjirise the 
city or parliament, or all of them, it had been no more than 
the custom of war allows, and what they would have done 
by him, if they omld. The fi*eaty of Westphalia, or peace 
of Munster, which ended the bloody Vars of Gemiany, was 
a precedent for this. That tre^ity was actually negotiating 
seven years, and yet the war wc‘nt on with all the vigour 
and rfincour imaginable, even to the last : nay. the Vicry 
time after the conclusitm of it, but before tlfe news could 
be brought to the army, did he, ‘ihat was afterwards King ol 
Sweden, Carolus Gustavus, take the city of, Prague, by 
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surprise, and therein an inestimable Jbooty. Besides, all the 
wars of Euroi)e are full of examples of this kind ; and, 
therefore, I cannot see any reason to blame the king for this 
action as to the fairness of it. Indeed, as to the X)olicy of 
it, I can say little ; but the case was this, the king had a 
gallant army, flushed with success, and things hitherto had 
gone on very i)rosf)erousIy, both wfth his own amiy and 
elsewhere ; he had above thirty-five thousiind men in his 
own army, including his garrisons left at Banbury, Shrews- 
bury, Worc(*ster, Oxford, Wallingford, Abingdon, Reading, 
and places adjacent. On the other hand, the pai*liament 
anny came back to London in but a soiTy CA)ndition ; for, 
what with their loss in their victory, as they called it, at 
Eclgehill, their sickness, and\ hasty march to London, they 
were very mu(4i diminished ; though at Loudon they soon 
r(;cruit^»d them again. And this prosperity of the king’s 
affairs might i‘neoiirage him to wStrike this blow, thinking to 
bring the parliament to better terms, by the apprehensions 
of the superior strength of the king’s forces. 

But, however it was, the success did not equally answer 
the king’s expt^ctation ; the vigorous dei^jnee the troops 
posted at Brentford made as above, gave the Earl of Essex 
opportunity, with extraordinary application, to dj-aw his 
foree&j out to Tarnhain-greeii ; and the exceeding alacrity 
of the enemy w^as such, that their whole army apj^eared 
with them, making together an anny of twenty-four thou- 
sand men, diawn uj) in view of our forces, by eight o’clock 
the next morning. Tlic city fegime^nts wei'e jflaced between 
the regular troops, aifd all together offered us battle ; but 
we were not in a condition to accept it. The king indeed. 
Avas sometimes •ol* the mind to charge tlicm, and once or 
tAvice orderod parties to alliance to begin to skirmisli, but, 
upon betfer advice, altered his mind ; and indeed, it was 
the wisest counsel to dcfeitthe fighting at that time. The 
parliament generals Avere as unfixed in their resolutions on 
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the other side, as the kin^: sometimes tliey sent out parties, 
and then called them back again. One strong party, of near 
three thoustind men, marched off towards Acton, witli orders 
to amuse us on that side, but were countermanded. Indec^d, 
1 was of the opinion*-we might have ventured the bailie; for, 
though the parliaiueiit’s army were more numerous, y(*i the* 
city trained bands, Avhfch made up four thousand of tlu^ir 
foot, were not. much esteoTiied, and the king was a gr(*at 
deal stronger in horse than they ; but the main reason that 
hindered the engagement was want of ammnnition, which 
the king having duly weighed, he caused the carriages and 
cannon to draw off first, and then the foot, the horse con- 
tinuing to fa(*c the enemy till all was clear gone, and then 
we drew off too, and marched to Kingston, and the next 
day to Reading. 

Now the king saw his mistake in not continuing hisemareh 
for London, instead of facaiig about to fight the (‘nemy a4 
Edgchill. And all the honour we had gain(‘d in so inaiw 
successful enterprises lay buried in this shameful retreat from 
an army of citizen’s wives. For, tnily, that ap])earance at 
Turnham-grecn was gay, but not great. Then* weri* as many 
lookers-on as actc>rs; tlu* crowd of ladies, apprentices, and 
mob, was so great, that, Avheu the j)arties of our army ad- 
vanced, and, as they thought, t(» oliarge, thi^ e(ni/.*hes, 
horsemen, and crowd, that clatten^d away, to be out ol‘harm’s 
way, looked little b(*ttcr than a rout ; and I was persuad(*d a 
good home charge from our liorse would have sent their 
whole army after •’ihem : but so it was, that this crowd of an 
army was to triumph over us, and tla'y did it ; for all tlic 
kingdom was carefully infoiined how their dreadful looks had 
frlghtcmcd us away. 

Upon our retreat, the parliameftt resent this attack, which 
they call treacherous, and vote no accommodation ; but they 
cx^nsidered of it afterwards, anctsi^wt six commissioners to the 
king with propositions ; but the change of the scene of action 
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fhangocl the terms of peace, and noiy they made terms like 
eonciiierors, petition him to desert his army, and return to the 
parliament, and the lik^y. Had his majesty, at the liead of 
iiis army, with the full reputation they had before, and in 
the (‘l)b of tin ir affairs, nested at Windsor, and commenced a 
treaty, tluy had eei-liiinly niad(* more Reasonable j)ro])osals; 
])iit now the scabbard seemed to be thrown away on both 
sitl(‘s. 

Tlie rest of the winter was spent in strengthening parties 
an(ij)laces ; also in fruitless treaties of* peace, messjjges, re- 
monstrances, and pai)er war, on both sides, and no action 
remarkabh* ha]^peiu*Al anywhere, that I remember. Yet tlui 
king gain(*d ground everyA^here, and liis forces in the north 
inca-cased under the Earl of N^ivcastl(‘ ; also my Lord Goring, 
then only ealli'd Colonel (Joring, arrived from Holland, 
bringijig three s])i2)s loaden Avitli anns anti ammunition, and 
i^^tice that th(» epKHai Avas li)ll()A\Aing Avitli more. Goring 
})i;ought four thousjmd barr(»ls of gunpoAvdcT, and tAventy 
thousand small arms ; all which came Anay seasonably, for 
th(‘ king Avas in grc'at Avant of tlnaii, esp(>cially the powder. 
UjK)n this recruit, the Earl of NcAve^istle, draAvs doAvii to 
York, and being above a ihoiisamf strong, made Sir Thomas 
Fairfiix gna* ground, and retreat to Hull. 

AVl^oeA^lT lay still, . Prince Rupert was ahvays abroad, and 
I chose to go out Avitli his highness as often as J had oppor- 
tunity ; for hitherto he Avas ahvays successful About this 
time the prince being at Oxford, I gavc^ him intelligence of 
a painty of the enemy who lived a little at kvg(‘, too much for 
good scJdiers, about Cirencester: the prince, glad of the 
news, resolved to attack thenri ; and though it was a wet 
season, and the Avails exceeding bad, being in Febriuy^y, yet 
we plarehed ^llliight in the dark, Avhieh occasioned the loss 
of some hofses^antl men too, in sloughs and holes, which the 
darkness of tiie night had isuffered them to fall into. We 
were a very gtroiig party, being about three thousand horse 
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and dragoons, and coming to Cirencester very early in the 
morning, to our great, siitisiaction the enemy were perfectly 
surprised, not having the lesist notice of our inarch, which 
answered our end more ways than one. However, the Earl 
of Stamford’s reginipnt made some resistance ; but the town 
having no works to defend it, sjiving a slight breastivork af. 
the entiaiice of the r(^ad, with a turnpike, oiu‘ dragoons 
alighted, and forcing tlndr way over the bellies of Stamford’s 
foot, they beat tliem Ironi their defence, and fi)lIowed them 
at tlicir heels into the town. Stamford's regiment was entii;ely 
cut in pieces, and several others, to the number of about 
inght hundred men, and the kuvn entered without any other 
resistance. Wetook twelve hundred prisoners, iliree thousand 
arms, and the county magazine, which at that time Avas con- 
sidemble; for tlu‘re ^vas about one hundred and twenty bar- 
rels of powder, and all things in proportion. 

I received the first hiir4> 1 got in this war, at this action ; 
for having followed tin* dragoons, and brought my jxgirnent 
within the barricado Avliicli they had gained, a muskc^t-bullet 
struck my horse just in the head, and that so effectually, that 
he fell doxvri as dead as a stone, all at once. The (all ])lungefl 
meintoa puddle of water, a\id daubed me, and rny man having 
brought me another horse, and cleaned me a little, 1 was just 
getting up, when another bullet struck me on my hdl hand, 
which 1 had just clapped on tin* horse’s mane, to lift myself 
into the saddle, '.riie blow broke one of my fiiig(Ts, and 
bruised my hand veiy much, and it proved a very ])ainfu] 
huii; to me. Fo^jthe presemt I did not much concei*n myself 
about it, but made niy man tie it up clu-ie in my handkerchief, 
and led up my men to the market-place, where xve had a very 
smart brush with some muskt*.teej s who wve posted in the 
churchyard ; but our dragoons man beat thefii out there?,' and 
the whole town was ihcaipur own. We made no stay here, 
but marched back with all our b()oty to Oxford, for we knew 
the toemy were very strong at Gloucester, and. that way. 
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Much about the same time, the Earl of Northampton, 'vvith 
a .strong part}^, set uj)oii Lichfield, and took tlie town, but 
could not take the close 5 but they beat a body of tour thou- 
sand men coming to the relief of the town, imder Sir John 
(Jell, oi‘ Derbyshire, and Sir William Brereton of Cliesliire, 
and killing six hundi ed of them, dis2)er^ed tlie rest. 

* Ourseeond eam2)aignnow ])egan to ojii'n ; the king marched 
from Oxford to relieve Heading, wliich was besieged by the 
))arliaTn(‘nt tdrci's; but Colonel Fielding, lieutenant-governor, 
Sir Arthur Ashton being woimded, surrendered to Essex 
heiore th(*. king could come uj) ; for which he was ti*ie.d by 
martial law, and coiidemtuKl to die, but tlie king loreborc to 
t‘X(‘cute tlu‘ sentence. This w'as the first town we liad lost 
ill the war; ll)r still the succe^sof the king’s affairs was veuy 
eiu:ouragiug. TJiis bad news however was overbalanced by 
an acconnt brought tlie king at the same time, by an ex])rcs.s 
i'r(»m Yolk, that tin; qu<‘t‘n had landed in the north, and had 
l)ibnght over a great magazine of arms and ammnnition, 

1 >e^idessome men. Some time after this, her majesty mareliing 
southward to meet the king, joined the army near Kdgdiill, 
vhej’e the first battle was tbught. She brought the king 
three ihousjmd iiiot, fiftt*en Imndred^liorse and dragoons, six 
piecH's of cannon, fifto(*n lmndj*ed barrels of jiowder, and 
twelve thousand small arms, 

Durfng "this j)ros2>erity of the king’s affairs, his agrmies 
increased miglitily in the western counties also. Sir William 
Waller iridei‘d commanded for the jKirliamciit in those jiarts 
too, and jiarticularly in Dorselslure, Ilamj)s]^ire, and Berk- 
shire, where he ctinied yii their cansebut too fast; but farther 
west, Sir Niibolas Flamming, Sir Raljih Hopton, and Sir 
Kevil Greenvil, had.extended the king’s quarters from Com- 
wa!] tl^roLigh Dev^mshire, and into Somersetshire, where they 
t ookTixetei^i Barnstaple, and Biddeford; and the first of these 
tluy fortified very well, making^ it a jilacc of arms for the 
I west, and afterwards it was tlie residence of the queen. • 
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At kst tlic famous Sir William Waller, a.n(l the king’s 
forces met, and came tV) a pitched hattle, where Sir William 
lost all liis honour again. This was at Ivound way-down, in 
Wiltshire. 

Waller had engag(*d our Coniish army at Lansdo’wn, and 
in a very ohstinat(' hght had the Ixitter of tlimu, and made 
thcim retreat to Devizes; Sir William Ilopton, however, 
having a good l)ody of foot untouched, sent expresses and 
messengers, one in the neck of another, to the king for some 
horse, and the king being in great ccmeerii for that army, who 
•were composed of the flower of the Coniish men, commaiided 
me to march vfith all possible secresy, as well as exi)editk)n, 
with twelve hundred horse and dragoons from Oxford to join 
them. We set out in the depth of the night, to avoid, if 
possible, any intelligence boitig given of our route, and soon 
joined with the Coniish army, when it was^soon resolved to 
give battle to Waller; and, give him bis due, he was as 
foi’ward to fight as wc.' -As it is easy to mciet when both 
sides are willing to be found. Sir William Waller met us ujxm 
Eoundway-down, where we had a fair field on both sides, 
and room enough to draw up our horse. In a word, there 
was little ceremony to the work ; tlic armies joined, and we 
charged his liorse with so much resolution, that they quickly 
fled, and quitted the fiehi ; for we over-matched liim in horse, 
and this was the entire destruction of their army ; fur their 
infantry, which outnumbered ours by fifteen hundred,^ were 
now at our mea’cy ; some faint resistance they made, just 
enough to give us occasion to break into their ranks with 
our horse, whe^ we gave time to our foot to defeat othiirs. 
that stood to their work ; upon whicli they began to disband, 
and run eveiy way they could, but our^horse having sur- 
rounded them, we made a feaiflil havoc of them. 

We lost not above two hundred men in this action ; 'Waller 
lost above four thousand killed and tiikcn, ail(lak many dis- 
petsed that never returned* to''their colours ; those of foot 
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tliat (‘Scaped got into llristol, and AValler, Avitli the poor 
roinains of* his ront(‘d rogimonts, golfc to London ; so that it is 
.]>lain some run east; and some run west, that is to Say, they 
tied eve'iy way they eould. 

My going with this detachment prevented my being at the 
siege of* Bristol, wliieli Prince J{u])ert,atlaelved muedi about 
* llit‘ siime time, and it surn'udere^d three days. Tlie ])Mr~ 
lianieut <iuesti(mi‘d Coloned Nathaniel Fu‘nn(‘s, the govemor, 
and Jiad him tried as a eeuvard by a court-martial, and con- 
demned to die, ])Ut suspended tlie execution also, as the king 
(lid llie CTOveriior of lh*ading. 1 have often heard Prince 
IJnpert s;iy, they did Colonel Fienm^s wrong in that affair; 
and that if the colonel would liave summoned him, he would 
have dtauanded a passport o^ the jiarliaimmt, and have come 
U]) and coTivin^‘ed tlie court, that Colonel Fiennes liad not 
iuisb(‘havedhims(‘lf ; and tliat lie liad not a sufficient garrison 
to defetid a city of that extent ; having not above one thousand 
lAvo huiidr(*d men in the town, Oxcejiting vsome of Waller s 
lima ways, most of whom were unfit for service, and without 
arms; and that the citizens in general l)(*ing disaffected to 
him, and ready on the first occasion to opiai the* gates to the 
king s forces, it Avas im})ossible for«hiin to haA'C kept the city; 
and when I had farther informed them, said the prince, of 
th(^ ni(.‘asuros J had taken for a general assault the next day, 
1 anf coiflidcnt I should have convinced them, that I had 
taken tlu*. city by storm, if he had not surrendered. 

The king’s affairs Avere now in a very good posture, and 
thr(‘e armies in the north, and in tl^‘ centre, counted 

in the musters abovj severity thousand men, besides small 
garrisons and parties abroad. »Several of the lords, and 
more of tlie comny>ns, began to fall off from the parliament, 
and piake their.peac^e witli the king ; and the affairs of tlie 
parliamenlj bT^gan to look very ill. The city of London Avas 
their inexhaustible supjiort and magazine, both for men, 
money, and all things necessary ; and whenever their army 
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Avas out of orilcT, tlie of tlioir party in but ono 

Suuday or lAVo, would j)rVa(*]i llu* young citizens out ol* their 
shops, life lalxnu-ers from tlieir mastoi-s; into tlic army, and* 
recruit tlieiii on a sudden ; and all this was still owing to 
the omission I first observed, of not inarchijig to Loiulon, 
Avlien it might have brc'u so easily ejected. 

We had now anothen orafairer oj)})ortunity tlian befon*, 
but as ill use was made of it. Tlu^ kijig, as I have ob- 
served, Avas in a veiy good jK>sture ; he had thrive larg( 
armies roving at large oA^er tin* kingdom. The ('ornish 
army, vielorions and numerous, had beatin Walli r, securinl 
and fortiiied Kxeter, Avhich the (pjeen had made her resi- 
dence, and Avas tliere delivered of a daughter, tin* Princess 
Henrietta IVtaria, afterwards l)u^*h(*ss of f)rl(‘ans, and mother 
of the Duchess DoAA'ager of SaAoy, eom meanly knoAvu in 
the Frencli style by the title of Madame Poyal. Tiny had 
secured Salisbury, Sherborii Castle, Weynnmtli, AVTii- 
cluister, and Basing-housc^, and commanded the Avhole* 
country, exce])t liridg(‘water and launton, Plymontb and 
Lynn; all wliicli places tiny ln*ld b]f)eko(l up. The king* 
was also emir(*Iy master of all Wales, Moiimonthshirc*, 
Cheshire, Shropshire, SufiT< ml shire, Woreestersliire, Ox- 
fordshire, Berk.^liire, and all tin* towns irom Windsor U[> 
the Thames to Cirencester, (*xce]>t Beading and Henley ; 
and of the Avhole Sev(‘rn, exee])t Glouci-sler. 

The Earl ol ^(‘wcastle had garrisons in eA"(*ry strong 
place iu the north, from lh*rAvick-U]>r)n-TweeiI, to Boston 
in Lincolnsliire, and iVieAvarkrUpou-Tnmt, Hull only ex* 
cepted, wliithei* the Lord Eairiax am] his son Sir Thomas 
AV(ire recreated, their troops being routed and broken. Sir 
Thomas Fairfax, his bagg-age*, Avith his hv]^ and servants, 
taken prisoners, and himself hardly ese,ajang.i 

And now a great council of war Avas h(*ld ih fhe king’s 
quarters, Avliat ent(*rj)rise to g() npoji; and it hajpeiied to be 
the rery same day Avhen the parliament Avere in a serious 
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flrbate Avliat sliould bocomo. of and whoso hcdp tliey 

should sook ? And indoed ihoy had caiis(* for it; .and had 
oitr (‘outisols as ready ainl well p!:i’oundod as theirs, we 

had })iLt an end 1o tlu^ war in a niontlfs time. 

Jn tliis mounci! the khii^ jn'oposod the niarehinjz to 
London, to put an end to the parliament, and encourage his 
Irieiids and loyal subjects in Keiitf who were ready lo rise 
ibi* liim ; and sliowed us letters from tlu‘ Earl c>f N(*wcastle, 
wherein he offered to join his inajesly with a detacliment 
of. four tlionsjind horse, and eight thousand foot, if his 
majt'sty thought fit to mareli southward, and yet leave 
lorees suilieierit to giuml tlie north irojii any invasion. 1 
eonless, when I sjtw tlie scheme the king had liimsc*!!’ 
dniwii Ibr tliis attempt, I fAl an unusual siirisiiiction in my 
jnijid, from tht? h<»jM*s that we miglit bring this war to sonu* 
tolerable end; ibr I professc^d myself on all oceasions 
Jieartily weary of fighting with Ijriends, broth(‘rs, neighbours, 
and ae(|uaintanee ; UJid I made no f|uestion, l)ut tins motion 
ol‘ llu‘ king’s would effectually bring the parliament to 
rcv'json. 

All meji seenu'd to like tlie enterprise but tlie Earl of 
AVorcester ; who, on [lartieular vn‘ws for seenring tlie conn- 
l2y bc-liind, as he called It, projiosed the taking in the towns 
of Qloujpester and llereibrd first. II(*. made a long speech 
of llie danger oi* leaving Massey, an aetiA’^e bold fellow, with 
a strong ]>arty, in the lieart of all the king's quartc*rs, ready 
on all o(iCiisioiis to sjdly out, and surprise the* neighbouring 
garrisons, as he had done Smiley Castle iliid otli/w-s; and of 
tlie (‘use and fivedetm to all those Avestern jiarts, to IniA^e 
theau fully cleared of the (meany. Tnt(‘rest ]>resently backs 
tliis advice, aiwl 'all those geaitlemen Avhose <‘states lay that 
or ^lipst* frii'uds lived about Worcester, Shrewsbury, 
BridgenoHli, or the borders; and avIio, as tiny sjiid, had 
h<‘ard the fiaMpunit wishes*of^h(‘ country to have the city of 
Gloucester .reduced, fell in with Uiis advice, alleging the 
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oonsoqiiCTico it was of fv' the coimricrcc of tlie coiintiy, fo 
have tlic navigation of the Severn five, which was only., 
intomqileil hy this one tow'ii from ihe sea up to Shrew's- 
bury, &c. 

1 ojqiosed lliis, ami so did several otliers : Prince Ilnpert 
was velieinently against it; and we holli (>irer(‘(l, w'itli the ■ 
troo])S of tlie county, to keep Gloue(‘stiT 1)Iock(‘d U]) during 
the king's niardi lor London, so that ^Massey should not In; 
able to stir. 

This proposjd made the Karl of Worcester’s party mm-e 
(‘ager for tin* si(^g(* than bcTore; lor they had no mind to a 
blockade', wdiich w'ould lead tin* <*onnty to mainlain Ihe 
troops all the sinniner ; and of all m(‘n, llie*prince did not 
])h‘ase them ; for he having no extraordinary eluiractt*r lor 
discipline, his company was not much desired evt‘n l)y our 
friends. Tluis, in an ill lK)ur, it was r(‘solv(‘d to sit down 
btjforc Gloucester. The king hqd a gallant army ol*tw'eiity-.j 
eight thousfind men, wliereol* elevc‘n tlioiis^md w(Te horse, 
thcfiiu'st body of gentlemen that ev('r 1 saw togetlun* in my 
life ; their ^orscs without eoinjiarison, and tlieir equi- 
pages the finest and the be^t in the w^orld, a^nd their jiersons 
Englishmen, Avliich, 1 think, is enough U» say of them. 

According to the resolution taktai in the conncll of Avar, 
the army marclied Avcistwards, and sat doAvn l)i;fone Glou- 
cester the b(*ginning of August. Th('i*e Ave spent a month 
to the least ])nrpose that, ever atmy did ; our men received 
frequent affronts from the des])erale sjillies of an inconsi- 
derable enamy. cannot forbear r(*f!ecting on the inis- 
lui’tuncs of the siege ; our men Averc sfratigely dispirited in 
all the asstiults they gave upon the place ; there Avas some- 
thing^ looked like disjister and mismaiiagonicjiit, andour m(?n 
Aveiit on with an ill-Avill iind no resolution., The Icing 
desj>ised the place, and meaning to carry it SAtoj'd in hand, 
made no regular approaches, Vuni tlie garrisc)ii being (h's- 
peratc, made therefore the gi'cater slaughter. In this work 
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our liorse, Avlio were so numerous ^nd so fine, had no cm- 
j)loynic*nt. Two tliousand horse had boon (mough for this 
liusiiK'ss, and the enemy had no garrison or i)a.rty within 
iorty miles of us; so that we had uotliing to do but look on 
with infinite regret, upon the losses of our foot. 

• The (ueniy made frecpiciit and desjperate, willies, in one of 
wliieh 1 hatl my shai’e. ] was postc<l upon a parade, or 
])]ac(‘ (»f anus, witli jiart of my regiment, and part of 
(Idlonel Goi ing’s regiment ol* liorse, in order to support a 
])odj^ of foot, wlio were ordered to storm the point of a 
hreastAvork whieli the enemy had raiw^d to defend one of 
the avenu(‘S to the town. The ii)ot were beat off with loss, 
art they always Avere; and ]\lassey, the governor, not 
content to have beaten tliem from his works, sallies out 
Avilh near four hundred men, and, falling in upon the foot 
as they. Avere rallying under tlie cover of our horse, avc put 
»urs('lves in tlie best jiosture. we.c^^uld to receive them. As 
Massey did not exjiect, 1 suppose, to engage with any horse, 
lie had no pikes with liim, Avliich encom-aged us to treat 
liiiii tlie more rudely; Imt as to desperate men danger is no 
dangcT, AAdien he found lie must c^ear his hands^of us before 
he could despatch tlie foot, he faces up to us, fires but one 
volJ(‘y of liis small shot, and fell to battering us Avith the 
stoclis of> theii’ muskets in sucli a manner that one would 
hare tliought tluy liad been madmen. 

We at first desjased this Avay of clubbing us, and, charging 
through ihem, laid a great many of them upon the ground; 
JUid, in rejieating our charge, 'trampled mA’e of them under 
our liorses’ feet ; and*A\dieeling thus continually, beat them 
elf from our foot, Avho were just upon tlie point of dis- 
handing. UpoA^ this they charged us again with their fire 
and atonavwlley killed tlurty-tliree or tliirty-four men and 
hors(‘s ; and, !iad they had pikes with them, I know not 
wliat Ave sljould liave done*wfth them. But at last chaining 
through thorn again, we divided them ; one part of tfiem, 
t 4 
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being hemmed in between ns and our own foot, were cut 
in pieces to a man ; the rest, as I understood afterwards, 
retreated into the town, liaviiig lost three hundred of thciV 
men. 

In this last charge I received a rude blow from a stout 
fellow on fo(^t, with the biitt-end of his musk(‘t, which per-, 
fectly stunned me anct fetched me off from my hors(* ; and 
had not som(^ near me took cai-e of me, I had b(*en trod to 
death by our ovn\ men. But the fellow being immediately 
killed, and my Irieiids finding me alive, had taken me.up, 
and canned me off* some distance, where I came to myself 
again, after some time, but knew little of what T did (n* said 
that night. This was the reason why I say I afterwards 
understood the enemy retreatid ; for I siiw no mon^ what 
they did then ; nor indeed was I well of tliis blow for all 
the rest of tlie summer, but had fr(*cjuent pains in my head, 
dizzinesses and swimmitig, that gave me some f*ears thy 
blow had injured the. skull, but it wore off again ; nor did 
it at all hinder my attending my charge. 

This action, 1 think, was tin*, only one that looked like a 
defeat givorf the enemy at this siege ; we killed them near 
tliree hundred men, as i have said, and lost about sixty of 
our troopers. 

All this time, while the king was harrassing and weaken- 
ing the best anny he ever sjiw together during the whole 
war, the paidiament generals, or rather j)rea.chers, were 
recruiting theirs ; for the preachers were better than dram- 
mers to raise v<^hintcers, zealously exhorting the London 
djimes to part with their husbands, imd the city to send 
some of their trained-bands to join the army for the relief 
of Gloucester ; and now they l)egan to advance toAvards us. 

The king, hearing of the advance of Essex’s army,*who 
by this time A\’as come to Aylesf^ury, had summoned what 
forces he had Avithin call to join Jam ; and, accordingly, he 
received three thousand foot from Somersetshire^ and, hav- 
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in" l)nttor(‘(l the town for thirty--six ^Lonrs, tmd made a fair 
hreaeli, rt^solves upon an assault, if possible to carry the 
town iH'iore the enemy’ came up. The assault 'was begun 
;d)onl seve n in the evening, and the )nen boldly mounted 
the l)reaeh ; but aib‘r a very obstinate* and bloody dispute, 
>veve beal(*n out again by Ilie besu‘gt*d*Avith great loss. 

r>eing thus often r(‘pu]s(‘d, and thR Earl of Essex’s army 
a])])roiu*hing, tin* king calls a council of 'war, and proposed 
to tight Ess(*x’s arm}'. The otlicers of the horse 'were for 
fglHing; and, 'without doubt, w(‘were superior to him both 
ill number and goodiu^ss of our horse, but the foot were not 
in an ecpial condition ; and tin* eoloruds c>f foot rejm'senting 
to the king the weakin^ss of tlu*lr r(‘giinents, and how 
llieir men had l>een baulkecf and dish(*artened at this un- 
fi>rluiiatt‘ siege,* the grav(‘r ei)unsi‘l ]>r(‘vaih‘d, and it was 
iest)lv(‘d to raise the sieg(N and retreat towards Bristol, till 
tjie army was recruited. Pursuant to tins resolution, the 
hiji of‘ S(‘j)t(‘inber, the king, liaving Ixdbre sent away his 
heavy ernmon and baggage, rais^nl the siege, and marched 
t(» Berkley Castle. I’he Earl i»f Essex came the next day to 
Birdlip hills; and understandinjg, by me'ssengers fi-om 
(k^louel Massey, that the* si(‘ge was raised, sends a recruit 
of two thousand five hundred men into the city, and fol- 
lowetl us Jiiinself 'with a great body of horse. 

'riiis body of horse showed themsidves to us once in a 
large field fit to have entertained them in ; and oiir scouts 
liaving assured us they were not above four thousjuid, and 
had no foot with tlnmi, the kfng ordered %\ detachment of 
about, the Kimc niimlTer to lace tlicm. I desired his ma- 
jesty to lt‘t us hav^* two regiments of dragoons Avith us, 
wliicli was then* eUght hundri*d men in a regiment, lest 
there*iniglij, be Some dragoons among the enemy, which the 
king gTant\>d, tuid accordingly wc marched, and drew up 
ni view of them. They stolid their ground, having, as they 
Kiipp^^cd, some advantage of the imiiiner they were ported 
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in, iind expected we wmild cliarp^e tliem. The hing, "wlio 
did ns tlie honour to command tliis part}'^, findijt^ they 
wonld not stir, calls me to him, and ordered nu*, with the 
dragoons and my own regiment, to take a circuit round by 
a village to a certain lane, where, in tlieir rem.'at tluy must 
liave ])a-ss('(l, and wliicli ojx'iiod to a small eorunion <m tlic 
flank, with orchn-s, if tiiey engaged, to advance and charge 
them ill the flank. I marched immediately ; bnt though 
the country about there was almost all encl()sur(‘s, yet ibeir 
scouts were so vigilant that tliey discovenxl me, and g.'ive 
notice to the body ; upon wbic.li tlunr whole party moved 
to the left, as if they intended to charge me, hi ‘fore the 
king with his body of horse could come ; hut tin* king was 
too vigilant to he clrcuniv(‘nte(l so ; and, tli(‘r(*fore, liis ma- 
jesty, [)erceiving this, sends awaj' three regiments of horse 
to second me, and a messenger bedorc them, to ol der nu‘ to 
halt, and expect the cnc'iny, ihr that he would Idllow widi 
the whole body. 

But liefore this order reached me, I had halted for some 
time; for, fading myself disco ver(Ml, and not judging it siifo 
to he entirely cut off fri^m the main body, I stopt at the 
villag(?, and, causing my dragoons to alight, and line a thick 
hedge on my left, 1 drew up my ]ioi*se just at the c*ntrance 
into the village, opening to a common ; the enemy came up 
on the trot to charge me, hut were saluted with a terrible 
fire; from tlio dragoons out of the liedge, wdiich killed them 
near a hundred men. This being a j)ei*fect surprise to them, 
they halted ; anfi just at that moment they received orders 
from their main body to letreat; tlie*'king at the same tiim^ 
apjiearing upon some small heights in their rear, which 
obliged them to think of rt*t renting, or coining to a general 
hatth*, which was none of their design. - . 

I had no occasion to follow tlumi, not being jn a condition 
to attiick their whole body ; *bT?t the dragoons coming out 
into the common, gave^ them another volley at a distance, 
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wliicli reaoljc'd tlicm elTcctiially ; feu- 5l killed about twenty 
(.rt]i(‘ni, and wounded niore ; Imt tlii-y drew off, and never 
fired a shot at us, iearirig to be enclosed between two par- 
titas, and so inarched away to their gtau^ral’s quarters, 
leaving ten of twelve luoie of their teilows killed, and 
aljoul a luindred and eighty horses, f)ur men, atler the 
enuiilry fashuni, gave them a slumt a? parting, to let them 
s(v we knew th(*y we]-t‘, afraid of us. 

However, this relieving of* Gh nicest tu' raised tlu^ spirits as 
v.'ell as (he reputation t>t' llie ])arlianient t()rees, and Avas a 
gieat (l(‘1(‘at to us; and from this time things began to look 
with a int‘!anelioly aspect; for the ])rospei‘oiis condition of 
tlie king's affairs began to d(*cline. The (>pportiiniti(\s he 
had h i slip were never to lie recewered ; and the parlia- 
ment, in their Ibrnier extremity, having voti*d an invitation 
to the Scots to march to tlicir assistance, we had noAV iieAv 
en«nii(‘s to encouiit(*r ; and ii^deed lliere b(‘gaii th(‘ ruin ot 
his jiiajesty's afhiirs ; i‘or the Earl of N(*weastle, not able to 
dej'ciid l)ims(dl‘ against the Sects on his rear, the Earl of 
]\Iajich(‘ster in his front, and Sir Th(>mas Fairlax on his 

Ilk, was (Everywhere routed and ^thdeatiul, and his forces 
ohJiged \o (juit the fiedd to the enemy. 

Ahoiit this time it was that Ave first began to hoar of one 
Oliver JC'nmiwell, Avho, liki^ a littk cloutl, rose out of the 
east, and sjiread first into tlie nortli, till it shed doAVU a flood 
that overAvhelnu-d tlie three kingdoms. 

1I(‘ fii-st Avas a jirivate captain of* horse, but now com- 
luaiKknl a regiment, Avliom lie armed caj)-a“p(*e. a la cui- 
rassiei*; and joining Avitb tbe Earl of Manchester, tlu^ first 
action avo heard ol* him tliat made him anything famous, 
^vas about GranthcMn, Avhere, Avith only his oAvn regiment, 
die deii ated tAvenly-fi)!!!’ troops of horse and dragoons of* the 
living’s fo]-ei‘S*: at Gainsborongb, Avith tAv^o regiments, 

Ids own ofhors(', and one ol^dfagoons, Avliere lie defeated 
JH’ar three thousand of the Earl of Newcastle’s men, killc'd 
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lieiitf^Tiant-fi^cncral C;i;y'(‘n(lis1i, hrofhor to tlio Earl ofDoATni- 
sliiro, Avlio coTniii;ni(J(Hl tliom, and relirvod Gainsboiou^li ; 
and tlicmgli tho wliob* ai'niy caino in to the rescue, he made 
good Ills retreat to Lincoln with little loss; and the next 
week he dideaftvl Sir John lTendi*rson, at Winshy, near 
Horncastle, Avith sfxU^cn r(‘ginH*nts of horse and drago(>ws, 
himself having not hhlf that miinber, killed the Lord Wid- 
dringfon, Sir Ingram llojiton, and several gentlemen oi‘ 
quality. 

Thus this firebrand of Avar began to blaze, and h« soon 
gre^Av a terror to the north ; jTor vdetory attemled him like a 
j>age of honour, and he Avas scarce ever knoAvn to be beaten 
during the Avhole Avar. 

Now we began to reflect again on 11 h» misfortune of our 
master’s counsels. Had Ave marched to London, instead ol’ 
besieging Gloucester, we had finish(*(l the Avar Avith a stroke, 
’^nie jiarli ament’s army^Avas in a most despicable condiliyn, 
and had never been recruited, had Ave not giA^eii theiji n 
month’s time, Avhicli Ave lingc‘red aAvay at this fatal town of 

Gloucester. But it AA^as too late to n*fl(‘(d ; Ave Avere a dis- 

« 

hearten(»d army, but Ave Avere not bealtm y(*t, nor broken; 
Ave had a large country to recruit in, and avc^ lost no time, 
but raised men apace. In the mean time his majesty, alter 
a short stay at Bristol, makes back again toAVtw’ds .Oxford 
with a part of the foot, and all the horse*. 

At Cirtinccstcr we had a brush again Avith Essex. That 
toAvn owed us a shreAvd turn for liaving handled them 
coarsely enou^x before, Avhen I^rincci IJuiiert seized the 
county magazine. I happimc'd to bt* in the toAvn that nighi 
Avitli Sir Nicholas Ci-Isp, Avliose regiment of horse quartered 
there, with Colonel Spencer, and some Toot ; my oato regi- 
mcYit was gone before to Oxford. About leu at night, fx 
j)ax-ty of Essex’s men beat up our quarters by surj)rise, juF^t 
as w<* had served them before^* they fell in Avith us, just as 
people were g^ing to Ixed, and having beaten«the outguarcls, 
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into tlio middle of the town, before our men 
could get on lio]’si‘back. Sir Nicholas Crisp, hoai-ing the 
ahirin, gets up, and with some oi* his clotlies on, ajid some; 
otr, coiiK'S into my cliamber. We? are all undone, siys lie, 
the roundh(‘ads ar(‘ ujion us. We liad but little time to 
(H)n.sult ; ]>ut lieiiig in one of the ])rinei]);d inns in the town, 
we j)r(‘sently ord(‘j*ed the gates of the inn to be sliiit, and 
sent to all the inns where our men were (juarbired to do the 
like, witii orders, if they had any back-doors, or ways to 
L^ft out, to come to us. J>y this means, liowi^er, Ave got so 
much time as to get on horsi^baek, and so many of our men 
eiuiie to us l)y baek-Avays, tliat \ve had near three hiindr(‘d 
horse in the yards and jdaees beliirid the liouse ; and now 
A\r began to ihiiik of breaking out by a lane Avhiib led 
from tlie liaek [)ai;t of the inn; ]>ut a iicAv accident deter- 
mined ns aiiolhei’, though a. Avorse Avay. Tlie enemy being 
( iiiered, and our men cooped np in the yards of tho, inns, 

‘ Colonel SjK'iieer, the otli(‘r (‘ohtnel,’Avhose r(*giment of horse 
lay also in the town, had got on horsc'back before us and 
•eiigagi‘d Avith the <-nemy, but being overpowinvd, retreated 
tighliiig, and sends to Sir Nicholas Crisp ibr 1/elj). Sir 
Nicholas, moved to see the distress of his irieiid, tuniingto me, 
says lie, W liat can Ave do jin' him ? 1 told him I tliouglit it Avas 
time to hi-1]) him if possiide ; upon Avhieh, opening the inn 
gates, Ave Mullied out in veiy go(ul order, about tluve liun- 
dred horse ; and several of the. Ij’oops from (ither parts of 
tlu! town joining us, avc. recovered Colonel Spencer, and 
charging home, beat back the (^neiuy to ih^r main body. 

’ but liiuling llieir ji>o1 draAvn np in the church-yard, and 
^^everal delaclmieuls moving to charge ns, Ave retreated in as 
good ordiT as AV^^ could. They <lid not tliink fit to pursue 
biitithey^uok«all the carriages Avliich AA^erc under the 
convoy of thjs jai-ty, and loadiMi Avith provisions and am- 
niunition, and about livt* liuudred of our horse. Tlie foot 
^lulled uAvay as avcU as they could. Thus we made ofl' in a 
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shuttered condition towards Farringdon, and so to Oxford, 
and I was very glad hiy regiment was not there. 

We had small rest nt Oxford, or indei'd anywluMe else; 
for the king was marehed from thence, and we followed him. 
I was something nnc‘;isy at my ahsenco f]*om my r(*gim(*nt, 
and did not know how the king might resent it, which 
caiis<‘d me to ride ufjer them Avilli all ex])edilion. Ihit the 
armies w(*rc engager] that very day at ]V(*wl)ury, and 1 camo 
ill too la!e. 1 had not behaved inj^self so as to be snsju-cted 
of a wilfhl slnjnning the action ; bnt a colonel of a regiment 
ought to avoid abjMmce from his n*glment in tiim* of fight, 
be the ('xcuse never so jnst, as carefully as he would a sur- 
prise in his quarters. The tnilh is, it Avas an (‘rror of my 
OAvn, and owing to tAvo days', stay I made at the Ikith, Avhero 
I met AA’ith some* ladies Avho AA'ere my relajioris; and this is 
far fj*om being an exenst* ; for if* the king had been n 
ftnstavus Adoljdius, I had certainly receiA^ed a check 
for it. 

This fight AA'as very obstinate, and could onr hoi-se have 
come to action as fr(*ely as tin' foot, th(‘ ])arliam(^nt army had , 
sufTered mmdi more ; for wc* had lierc a nnudi Tx^tter body 
of horse than they% and Ave nevcTfiiihxl heating them Avherc 
the Aveight of the Avork lay upon the horse. 

IIi*rc the city trained-hands, of Avhieh thc*re Avere tAVo 
regiments, and Avhom aa'C used to d<*spisi», fought A^efy Avell. 
They lost one of their colonels, and several officers in the 
action ; and I heard oiu* men say, they behaved themselves 
as well as any j^orces the parlimuimt had. 

The parliament cried victt>ry hyre too, as they alway-f^ 
did ; and, indeed, where the foqt were concerned they had 
some advantage ; but our horse defeabnl them evidently. 
The king drew up his army in battali^^ in persejin, and 
faced them all the next day, inviting them to feiew the fight? 
but they had no stomach to come on again." * 

. It was a kind of a hedge-fight, for neither army was 



MEMOIBS Of A CAVALIEli. 


63 


(li’awn out in the fiolcl ; if it luitl, it would never Lave held 
jroiii six in tli(‘- moniing till leu at nl^Lt. But tliey Ibii^ht 
fgr advantages; sonu^tinies one side had the hettiT, sonie- 
tiiiu's another. They ftmght twice th]*ough the town, in at 
one en<l, and out at the other, and in the hedges an^l lanes 
with ex(*(‘('ding fury. Tlie hing lost ihjj hiost men, his foot 
having suffered foi* Avant of th(‘ succoj^ir of their horse, wlio 
oil two sevc*ral occasions coidd not come at them. But the 
j)arliaini‘nt foot suffi-red also, and two ivgimeiits were 
entirely cut in pieces, and the king kept the field. 

Eftsc‘X, tlu^ parliament general, had the pillage of the 
dead, and left us to ])ury them ; for W'hil(‘ Ave stood all day 
to our arms, having given tluan a fair field to fight us in, 
their cam]) ral)l»le> sti ij>t the dead bodies, and they, not dar- 
ing to veiituro a second engagement willi us, marched aAvay 
towards Loudon. 

Tlu‘- khig lost ill this action the Earls of Carnarvon and 
•f¥«jijdcr1and, the Lord Falkland,* a Ficnch marquis, and 
sonic very gallant olficers, and about tAvelvo hundred men. 
The Earl of Caniaiwon was brought into an inn in New- 
bury, Avhere the king came to see him. He Ind just life 
enough to s])(‘ak to his majest}", and died in his pn^sence. 
Tlu‘ king Avas exceedingly ccniciTiied iur him, and Avas 
observed to sln'd tears at the sight- of it. We Avere indeed 
all of 'US li-oubled for the loss of so braA’c a geiitlemc'in, but 
tlio eonei‘rn our loyal master discoverc*d moved us more 
than ordinaiy. Eveiybody endeaAXiiired to have the king 
out of the room, but he would not stir from the b(‘dside 

'if 

till he saw all liop(\s of life aa^tc gone. 

The indefatigable industry of the king, liis servants and 
frii‘iids, continually to supply and recruit his forces, and to 
harass and fa-tiguf? the enemy, Avas such, that we should still 
liavc giv^effTi^good account of the war, had the Scots stood 
neuter. But.liad news came every day out of the north ; 
as for other places, parties w^ere always in action ; Sir Wjl- 
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liam Waller and Sir Ral])li Ilopton beat one another by 
turns; and Sir lialpli had exteiidcHl the king’s quarters from 
Launcesten in Cornwall, to Famhain-in Suri*ey, wdiere Iw 
gave Sir William Waller a rub, and drove him into the 
castle. • 

But in the nortli the stonu grew thick, the Scots advanced 
to the borders, and entered England, in eonf(‘dera(y with the 
parliament, against their king; for which the ])arliament 
requited them afterwards as tiny disserved. 

Ilad il not been for tin* Scotch army, tlie ]»ar]ianient had 
easily btM‘n reduced to terms of j)eaee ; but al*t(*r tliis tiny 
n(*ver made any ])ro])osals fit for the king to i*ec(*ive. Want 
ol‘ success befon* had made them difler among lhems('lvt‘s ; 
Essex and Waller could neveivagrec* ; tlu* Earl of .MancheS' 
ter and the Lord WiIIoughl)y diiren*d to llu;.higli(‘st (l(‘gre(^ ; 
and the king’s affairs went neviT tlie Averse lor it. But this 
storm in the nortli ruined us all ; ior th(‘ Scots prevailed in 
Yorkshire, and being joined with Fairlhx, ]\Ianclicsl(T, aifd’ 
CroniAvell, carri(‘d all Ix'iore them ; so that the king AVas 
obliged to S(*iid Princ(* FujKTt, Avith a, body of tuiir thousand 
horse, to th(' assistant' oftln* Jiarl of iS’cAvcasth^, wh(‘]‘e that 
prince finished the destruction of the king’s interest, by the 
rashest and uiiaccountaldi'st action in th(i Avorhl, of Avliicli 
I shall speak in its jilacc*. 

Another action of lh(', king’s, though in itself bo g,*i‘atcr 
a cause of offence than the calling the Scots into tin* nation, 
gave great ofKmce in general, and eAX*ii tlie king’s own 
friends disliked^it; and was carefully inqirovtMl by liis 
enemies to the disjKhmntage ol* the kpig, and of' his causl^ • 

Tile rebels in Ireland had, eA"er,.since th(‘ bloody massacre 
of the jirotestanis, maintained a Avar against tin; English, 
and the Earl of Ormond Avas gcnuTal and gpvei iior fyr the 
king. The king, finding liisafliiirs pinch him home, sends 
oiaUts to the Eail of Ormond to consent to a ccjssiition of 
arvis Avith the rebels, and to ship over certain of his regi- 
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nicnts ljith(*r to Iiis majesty’s as8^stanc(!. It is tnie, the 
Irislj had dcscrv(‘d to ])e very ill-treated by the English ; 
but- Avhil(‘ tll(^ parliament pi‘(*ss(‘d tlu‘ king with a cruel and 
nnnatur’al war at home, and eall(‘.d in an army out of Scot- 
land to sup]K'»rt tlieir quarrel with their king, I could never 
he convinced that it was snch a dishonourable action fur 
the king to sus])end the corivelion of his Irish rebels, till he 
was in a capacity to do it with srifety to himsedf, or to delay 
any farther assistance to ])r(‘serv(i liims(‘lf <at home; and tht; 
tro(i})s he n'calhsl b(‘ing his own, it was no breach of his 
honour to inak(^ use oi' them, since he now wanted tliem for 
his (uvn security, against t])os(‘ wlm fought against him at 
liome. 

Blit the king was j)(‘rsua*(Ied to nudeo one step liirther, 
and that, I comess, was unpleasing k> us all; and some of 
Lis best and im»st faithlul servants took the frei‘dom to 
^ speak jdainly to him of it; ^aml rfiat was, bringing soimi 
rtgimerits of tlie Irish tliemsidvcs over. Tliis cast, as we 
thought, an odium upon our wdiole nation, being some of 
those very WTCtelies wdio had dij)t their liajids in tlie 
iimoci'Ut blood of the protestnnts, and, with iinheard-oj' 
hutcheries, had massaci'ed so inaiiy thousands of English in 
cold blood. 

Al|undaiice of gentlemc^n forsook tlie king U])on this 
score ; and seeing they could not brook the figljting in 
cunjunction with this Avicked generation, came into tlm 
declaration of the })arlia.ment, and making composition 
for their estates, lived rctux* J lives all thc'*rest of the Avar, 
or AA'ent abroad. * 

Ihii as exigencies an(?necossities oblige us to do things 
which at other lim(‘s we would not do, and is, as to man, 
some'^exQW4^,fo!‘ smdi tilings, so I cannot but think the 
guilt and dishonour of such an action must lie, very nnich 
t’f it at least,’ at tlieir door# Avlio di’ove the king to those 
uccessities an^ distresses, by calling in au army of liis own 
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subjects, whom ho had not injured, but had complied with 
them in everything, to make war upon him without any 
provocation. 

As to the quarrel between the king and his parliament, 
there may soniothinrg be said on both sides ; and the king 
saw cause himself to flisown and dislike some things he had 
done, which the parfiameut objected against, such as 
levying money without consent of parliament, infr<ac- 
tions on their privileges, and the like. Here, I sfiy, was 
some room for an argument, at least; and concessions. on 
both sides were needful to come to a peace ; but for the 
Scots, all their dennands had been answen^d, all their 
grievances had been redressed, they had made articles with 
their sovereign, and Ijo had perfbrnied those articles; their 
capital enemy, episcoi)acy, was a})olish(Hl ;•* they had not 
one thing to demand of the king which he had not granted; 
and, therefore, they had. no more cause to take up arm^ 
against their sovereign, than they had against the grand 
signior. But it must for ovct lie against them as a brand 
of infamy, and as a reproach on their whole nation, that, 
])urchasi*d tiy the parliament’s money, they sold their 
honesty, and rebelled against their king for hire ; and it 
was not many years before, as I have said already, they 
were fully paid the wages of their unrighteousness, and 
chastised for their treachery, by the vtiry same people 
whom they thus basely assisted ; then they w'ould have 
retrieved it, if it had not been too late. 

But I could rot but accilse this age of injustice and 
j)artiality, who, while they r(*proachcd the king for his 
(u'ssation of arms wdth the Irish rebels, and not prosecuting 
them with the utmost severity, though he. was constrained 
l:)y the necessities of the war to do it, could thc*same 

time, justify the Scots tjiking up arms iji a (praiTel they 
had no concern in, and agftinst their own kingj with whom 
thc^ had articled and ^ capitulated, and who had so pnne- 
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tually complied vdtli all their deijiands, that they had no 
upon liim, no grievances to be redressed, no oppres- 
*sion to cry out of, nor could ask anything of him which he 
liad not granted. 

But as no action in the world is so •vile, but the actoi's 
can cover it with some specious pretehce, so the Scots, now 
passing into England, publish a declaration to justify their 
assisting tin*, parliament ; to which I shall only say, in my 
opiiii(»n, it was no justification at all : for, admit the par- 
li.'UHMit’s (juarrel had been never so just, it could not be 
just in them to aid them, because it was against their ow?i 
king too, to whom tliey had SAVom allegiance, or at least liad 
crowned him, and thereby had recognised his authority. 
For if mal-adniinistration bf", according to Prymie’s doctrine, 
or acesording •to their own Buclianan, a sulficdeiit rcasoji 
subjects to take up arms against their prince, the breacli 
pi* his conmation cuith being su]^>osod to dissolve the oath 
of allegiance, which, however, I cannot believe, yet this 
(‘an never be extended to make it lawful, that because a 
King of England may, by mal-administration, discharge tlie 
subjects ^)f England from their allegiance, that there- 
fore the subjects of Scotland may take up arms against the 
King of Scotland, he having not infringed the compact 
of government as to them, and they having nothing to 
complain of for themselves : thus 1 thought their own 
arguments were against them, and heaven seemed to concur 
witli it ; for although they did carry the cause for the 
English rebels, yet tlxe most* of them lefi? their bones here 
in the quarrel. • , 

But what signifies reason to the drum and the trumpet. 
The parliament, had the suprcxne argument with those men, 
viz., ■ tlm '^oiijorft^y ; and having accordingly advanced a 
good rorfnd sum, upon ]>a}Tnent of this (for the Scots 
Would not stir a foot without it), they entered England 
on the 15lli of January, 1643, '\jfith an army of twblvc 
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thousand men, under tjic command of old Lesley, now 
Earl of Leven, an old soldier of great^ experience, liaving 
been bred to arms from a youth, in the service of the * 
Prince of Orange. 

Tlie Scots were no sooner entered England but they 
were joined ])y all Ithe friends to the parliament ])arty 
in the north ; and first, ‘Colonel (irey, brollier to the Lord 
Grey, joined them with a regiment of horse, and several 
out of Westmoreland and Cumberland, and so they ad- 
vanced to Newcastle, which they summoned to surrender. 
The Earl of Newcasth^, who rather siiw than was abli^ to 
prevent this storm, was in Newcastle, and did his best to 
d(‘feud it ; but the Scots, increased by this time to above 
twenty thousand, lay close siege to tin? place, which was 
but meanly fortified; and having rej)ulseil the garrison 
upon several sallies, and pressing the plsice very closi^,, after 
a. siege of twelve days, or ^thereabouts, they enter the town,,-, 
sword in hand. The Earl of Ncwciastle got away, and. 
afterwards gathered what forces together ho could ; but 
not strong enough to hinder the yc()ts from advancing to 
Durham, which he quitted to tlieni, nor to hinder the con- 
junction of the Scots with the forces of Fairfax, Manchester, 
and Cromwell. Whereupon tln^ Earl, seeing all things 
thus going to wreck, he semds his liorse away aiuLretreats 
with liis foot into York, making all necessary ])reparations 
for a vigorous defence there, in case he should be attacked, 
which he was j)rctty sure of, us indeed afteiwards haj>- 
pened. York wasf'in a very geiod })osture of defence ; the 
fortifications veiy regular, and exceViding strong; well 
furnished with provisions; and h'Ad now a garrison of 
twelve thousand men in it. The govcnior, under the Earl 
of Newcastle, was Sir Thomas Glenham, a go6d ,8rf4dk)r,‘and 
a gentleman brave enough. 

The Scots, as 1 liave said, haA^ng taken Durham, Tync- 
moulh Castle, and Sunderland, and being joined by Sir 
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Thomas Fairflix, who ha(f taken resolve, with their , 

^ united strength, to. l)i*siege York; hut when they came to 
view ihe city, and «iw a ])lan of tlie woi'ks, and had intel- 
lig(‘iice of the* strength of tlie gairison, they sent expresses 
to Manclies^iter and Croiriwell for lielp, who came on, and 
joined tlieni willi nijie thtmsarid, 'luaking together about 
thirty tliousand nien, rather more than less. 

Now had the Karl of Newcastle’s repeated messen- 
gers (‘onvinced the king that it was absolutely necessary 
to semd some forc(*s to his assistaiiec^ or else all would 
1)(* lost in the north. Wliereiipon Prince Kupert was 
detac*h(‘d Avith orders first to go into Lancashire and re- 
lieve Latham House, del(‘ndi‘d by the brave Countess of 
Derby; and t]i(‘n, taking'all the forci^s he could collect in 
dieshire, Lancasliire, and Yoiksluj-e, to marcli to relieve 
York. 

The prince marclied from 0>wford with but three regi- 
.mcnts of liors(^, and one of dmgoons, making in all about 
two thousjxnd eight hundred men. 'flie colonels of horse 
W(Te Colonel Charles (xoriiig, the Lord Biron^ and myself ; 
the dragoons were of Colonel Smith. In our inarch, W(‘ 
Avcre joined by a regiment of horse from Banbury, one of 
dragoons from B^ist-oJ, and three regiments of hors(j from 
(’lKiStei»: so that when w(^ came into Lancashire avc avctc 
about five thousand Iku’sc and dragoons. 'Hicse horse Ave 
received from Chester Avere those Avlio liaving b(;(!ii at the 
siege of Nantwich were obliged to raise the siege by Sir 
Thomas Fairfax ; and theVoot having ^yielded, the horse 
made good their retri-at to Chester, being about tAvo 
tliousand ; of wliom tT?ree regiments now joined us. 

We received also tAvo tliousand foot from West Chester, 
an<f tWO^’^thousand more out of Wales; and with this 
strength* Ave entered Lancashire, We had not much time 
to spemd, and a gri'at deal of Avork to do. 

Bolton and Liverpool felt the* first fury of our prince. 

F 3 
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At Bolton, indeed, he h^.d some provocation ; for here we 
■were like to be beaten off Wlien first the prince came , 
to the town, ho sent a summons to demand the town for the 
king, but received no answer but from thi^ir guns, com- 
manding the messenger to keep off at his j)eril.** They had 
raised somti works alJotit tlie town ; and having by tli(iir 
intelligence ](‘arned thatNve had no artilleiy^, and were only 
a flying party, so they called us, they contemned the sum- 
mons, and showed themselves upon their ramparts ready for 
us. The jjrince was resolved to humble them, if possil/ie, 
and takes up his quarters close to the town. In the even- 
ing, he orders me to advance with one regiment of 
dragoons, and my horse, to brinj^ them off, if occasion was, 
and to post myself as near as possibly I could to the lines, 
yet so as not to be discovered ; and at tlie same time 
having concluded what part of the works to fall upon, he 
draws up his men on two t)ther sides, as if he would storm, 
them there ; ami on a signal, I was to begin the re^iJ. 
assault on my side, Avith my dragoons. I had got so near 
the town Av^lh my dragoons, making them creep upon 
their belli(iS a great Avay, that we could hear the soldiers 
tJilk on the walls, when the prince, bidieving one regiment 
Avoiilfi be too few, semis me word, that he had ord(*red a 
regiment of foot to help, and that I should not vliscti-AH'r 
myself till they were come up to me. This broke our 
measm’es ; for the march of this reginient was discovered 
by the enemy, and they took the alarm. Upon this 1 sent 
to the prince, to desire he would put off the storm for that 
night, and 1 would answer for it the next day ; hut the 
prince was impatieiif:, and sent orders we should fall on 
as sc'on as the loot came up to us. The foot marched out of 
the way, missed us, and fell in with the roud*»tTKtt le^ds 
to another part of the town ; and being not able to find 
us, made an attack upon the t^^wn themselves; but th(^ 
defeiiclaiits being ready o for them, received them very 
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warmly, and bcuit tham off with great loss. I was at a loss 
now what to do ; for hearing tlie guns, and by the noise 
IcaoAving it was an assault upon the town, I was very un- 
i‘asy to liave my share in it ; but as I had learnt under the 
King of Swvden punctually to adhere /.o the execution of 
oi'cKts, juid my orders being to lie •still till tlie foot came 
uj^ with me, 1 would not stir if I ^lad btieii sure to have 
done never so much service : but, however, to satisfy 
111 } si‘lf, I ipnt to the prince to let him know that I con- 
tiiujcd in tlu*, same jilace, expecting the foot, and^ione being 
yet come, 1 desircid 1‘arther orders. The prince was a little 
amaz(*d at this ; and finding there must be some mistake, 
ciiine gallojii ng away in tht^ dark to tlu? jdace, and drew oft* 
the men ; which was no haVd matter, for they were willing 
enough to give it over. 

As lor me, the prince ordered me to come off* so privately, 

not to be discov<n’ed if possibhi, which I effectually did : 
g<iid so we were baulked for that night. The next day the 
prince fell on upon another (juarter with three regiments f)l 
loot, but was beaten off with Joss ; and the like a thii’d 
time. At last, the, prince resolved to cany it’ doubled his 
numbers, and renewing the attack with fresh men, the foot 
entered the town ov(ir their works, killing, in the firs^eat 
of tjie action, all that came in their way ; some of the foot 
at the same time letting in the horse ; and so the town was 
entirely won. There ivas about six hundred of the enemy 
kill(‘d, and we lost above four hundred in all, which was 
owing to the foolish mistakes we made. Our men got some 
plunder here, whii!h the j^arliainent made a great noise 
about; but it was tht;ii' due, and they bought it dear 
enough. • 

IJivw’pcigl Aid not cost us so much, nor did we get so 
much by it, the people having sent their women and chil- 
dren, and best goods, on board the sliips in the road ; and 
as we liad \xo boats to board tlieui^with, we could not get at 

F 4 
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tliem. Here, as at Bolton, tin.* town and fort was taken by 
storm, and tlie garrison were many of them cut in j)ieccs^ 
whicli, by the way, was their own laiilts. 

Our next step was Latham House, which the Countess of 
Derby had gallantly defended alK)ve eighteen wV(*ks, against 
th(* parliament ioreett and this lady not only encouraged 
lier men by h(*r (‘lieerftil and noblii maintenance of them, 
but, l)y exain]>les of her own undaunted s])irit, exposing 
herselt* upon the "svalls in tlu* midst of the ei#iny's shot, 
would Ix^^with her men in the greatest dangers; aiulndic 
well d(*s<*rved our care of lier ])t*rsori ; for the* enemy were 
])repar('d to use her veiy rudc*ly if she fell into their hands. 

Upon our ajiproaclj, the enemy drew off; and the prince 
not only effectually relieved tlii^ vigorous lady, but left her 
a good (piantity of all sorts of ammunition, tliree great guns, 
five hundred arms, and two hundr(*d men, commanded by 
a major, as her extraordiwary guard. „ 

Here the way being now oj)ened, and our succ(*ss answerr 
ing our expectation, several bodies of foot came in to us from 
Westmoreland, and from Cumberland ; arid hero it w^as that 
the. prince found means to sur])rise the tciwn of Newcastle- 
*upon-Tyne, which was recoven^d for the king, by the 
ma|pgement of the mayor of the town, and some loyal 
geimcmen of the country, and a garrison j)lac(xl tliere again 
for the king. 

But our main design being the reli(*f of York, the prince 
advanced that way .apace, his army si ill increasing; and 
being joined by th.". Lord Goriilg, from Richmondsliire, with 
four thousand horse, which were tlic same the Earl of 
Newcastle had sent away when he threw himself into 
York with the infantry. We were now eigJitoen thousand 
effe<;tivc men, whereof ten thousand, horse and dwagepons ; so 
the j)rince, full pf hopes, and his men in good heart, lx)ldly 
marched directly for York. i 

The Scots, as much su;3)rised at the taking o£ Newcastle, 
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ijs at tlio coming of l]K‘ir enemy, Lc’gftn to inquire wliieli way 
tlicv Klionld get lioine.if they should be beaten; and calling 
a council of w'ar, they all agreed to raise the siege. The 
]»rint!e, who drew with him a great train of carriages charged 
vrith provisioJi and ainmunition, for th(^ relief of the city, 
lik(‘ a wary g(*neral, lve})t at a distanc^* from the enemy, and 
f(1(‘hing a gn'at compass about, brings all safe into the city, 
and •eut<‘rs into York himself with all his army. 

No a^‘tion' ol* this wdioh‘ 'war had gained the j)rince so 
much hmiour, or the king’s aifairs so much advantage as 
this, had lh(^ prine(‘ but had the pow(ir to have i*estraiiied 
liis ('(airage alien* this, and checked his liital eagerness for 
tigliting, Il(‘re was a si(‘gc raised, the reputation of the 
em‘my justly stirred, a city relieved and furnished 'with all 
tilings n(‘eessiiry, in tin' face of an army, superior in number 
liy n(*ar hm thousjind num, and coriimandedby a triumvirate 
Oenerals Li*ven, Fairfax^ and * Manchester. Had the 
]>rine(* Imt reniemlicred the ])rococding of the great Duke of 
Farina at tlie ndief of ]^^•is, he would have seen the rtdiev- 
iag the city was his business ; it wuis the enemy’s business 
to light, if ])ossible ; it was his to avoid it ; for liaving deli- 
veivd the city, and put th(» disgrace of raising the siege u^>n 
llie enemy, he had nothing farther to do, but to have waited 
till lie liall seen wdiat course the enemy would take, and 
taken his farther measures from their motion. 

Bill the j)rinee, a continual fritmd to preeijntant counsels, 
Would hear no advice ; I entreated him no| to put it to the 
liazard ; J told him that he ought to consider, if he lost the 
*lay, he lost the kingdom^ and took the crown off from the 
king’K liead. I putliim in mind that it was impossible those 
three frenerals shbuld continue long together ; and that, if 
^hey di(l,* th?y would not agree long in tlieir 4 :ouriseLs ; 
wliich woufd he as vvell for us as their separating. It was 
]»hiiu Manchester and CromVell must return to the asso- 
ciated counties, who would not suffer them to stay, for fear 
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the king should attein^)t them ; that he could subsist well 
enough, having York city and river at his back; but the 
Scots would eat up the country, make themselves odious, 
and dwindle away to nothing, if he would* but hold them at 
bay a little ; othei’ general officers were of the same mind ; 
but all I could say, of^they either, to a man, deaf to anything 
but his own courage, signified nothing. Jle would draw 
out and light, there was no persuading him to the contrary, 
unless a man would run the risk of being upbraided with 
being a coward, and afraid of the vrork. The enemy’s army 
lay on a large common, called MarstoJi-moor, doubtfiil what 
to do. Some were for figliting the prince, the Scots were 
against it, being uneasy at haying the garidson of Newcastle 
at their backs ; but the prince brought their councils of* war 
to a result; for he let them know tliey must fight liiiii, 
whether they vrould or no ; for the prince l)eing, as bef()re, 
eighteen thousaaid ineiij and the Earl of Newcastle havi^ig^ 
joined him with eight thous^ind fc>ot out of the city, wen 
inarched in quest of the enemy ; had entered the moor in 
view of their army, and began to draw up in order of battle ; 
but the night coining on, the armies only viewed each otliei 
at a distance for that time. We lay all night upon oui 
afais, and with the first of the day were in order of buttle; 
the enemy wasg(;tting ready, but part of Manchesten’s men 
were not in the field, but lay about three miles off, and made 
a hasty march to come up. 

The prince’s army was exceedingly well managed ; Ik 
liiinsclf commanded the left wing, the Earl of Newcastle tht 
right wing ; and the Lord Goring, as general of the foot, 
assisted by Major-General Porter\ind Sir Charles Lucas, leJ 
the main battle. I had prevailed with the prince, according 
to the method of the King of Sweden, to 'place sC)me siiiaU 
bodies of musketeers in the intervals of his horse, in the lefl 
wing, but could not prevail u’jxm the Earl of Newcastle tc 
do it in the right ; wkich he afterwards repented. In this 
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jjoslure we stood facing the enemy, cKpecting they would 
advance to us, which at Vst they did ; and the prince began 
\]\o day by saliititig them with his artillery, which, being 
]>laced very well, galled them terribly for a quarter of an 
jiour ; they could not shii’t their front, so^they advanced the 
linsfitT to g(.‘t within our great guns, iyid consequently out 
oi* lli(*ir danger, which brought the light sooner on. 

I'lie enemy’s army was thus ordei'ed; Sir Thomas Fairfax 
had the right wing, in which was the Scots’ horse, and the 
hoi se*of his own and his father’s army ; Cromwell led the 
Irii, wing, with his own and the Earl of Manchester’s horse ; 
and the tlir(*e generals, Lesley, old Fairfax, and Manchester, 
k*(l the main battle. ^ 

’Phe jn'inee, with our left wing, fell on first, and, with his 
usual I'ury, broke, like a clap of thunder, into the right 
wing oi* the S(X)ts’ horse, led by Sir Thomas Fairfax, and as 
^iioipliing could stand in his way^ fie broke through and 
through them, and entirely routed them, pursuing them 
quite out of the field. Sir Thomas Fairfax, with a regi- 
ment ol* lanees, and about five hundred of his own horse, 
made good the gi’ound for some lime ; but our musketeers, 
whi(ih, as 1 said, were j)laccd among our liorse, were such 
an imlouked-fbr sort of an article, in a fight among the 
horn*, that those lances, Avhich otherwise were brave fellows, 
Were niowi*d down with their slxot, and all was put into 
t^*onfu,si()ii. Sir Thomas Fairfax was wounded in the face, 
his brother killed, and a great^ slaughter wj,s made of the 
Scots, to whom, I conftjss, we showed no favour at all. 

While this was doing on our hill, the Lord Gori^jg, with 
dte main battle, <ihargi‘d tlie emuny’s foot ; and particularly 
OIK* brigade, commanded by Major-General Porter, being 
luostly pikomch, not regarding the fire of the enemy, charged 
'''Hli that fury in a close body of pikes, that they overturned 
that came in their way, ai?d breaking into the middle of 
dm enemy’s foot, filled all with terror and confusion, inso- 
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Hindi tliat flic tliree gencials thinking all had been lost, fled, 
and (jnitted the held. . 

But matters went not so well with that always unfor- 
tunate gentleman, the Earl of Neivcast'le, and our riglit 
wing of horse; for Cromwell chargi‘d the Earl of Newcastle* 
witli a powerful l) 0 (iy of horse* ; and tliough tin* <*arl, and 
those ahoiif him, efid what men could do, and behaved 
thems(*lve*s with all possible gallantry, yet there Was no 
withstanding Cromwell’s horse; but, like Prince Kiipert, 
they bore down all bc'fore them; and now tin*, victory was 
wning out of our hands by our own grc»ss miscarriage; for 
the prince, as it was his custe)m, too i‘ager in the ehasi* of tlu* 
enemy, was gone and <!ould^ not be lieard of; the i()ot in 
the centre, the right wing of the horse being roiit(*d liy 
Cromwell, was left, atid witlioiit the guard of his horst*. 
Cromwell having routed the Earl o1‘ Newcastle*, and beaten 
liim quite out of the Iteld, apd 8ir Phoimis Fairfax rallying^ 
his dispersed troops, they tall all together u])on the foot. 
General Lord Goring, like himseli’, Ibught like a lion ; but 
forsaken of his horse, was liemmed in on all sides and ov( 3 r- 
thrown ; and an hour after this, the ])T'ince, retimiing too 
late to recover his fj-iends, was obliged Avith the rest to quit 
the field to conquerors. 

This was a fatal day to the king’s affairs, and* theq-isk too 
much for any man in his wits to run; Ave lost, fair thou- 
sand irun on the 8j)ot, three thousand i)risoners, among 
whom was Sir Charles Lucas, Major-General Porter, Major- 
(ieneral Teller, and about one hundred and seventy gentfo- • 
men of quality. We lost all our baggage, twenty -fiiAU' piecc^s 
of cannon, three hundred carriages, one hundred and fifty 
]>arrels of powder, and ten thouKind amii^. 

The prince got into York with the Earf oFNe^castle, and 
a great many gentlemen, and seven or eight thousand of the 
men, as well horse as foot. ^ 

I had but very coan’se treatment in tliis fight ; for return- 
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iiig with tlio pi'iiico from the pui'suit of the right wing, and 
hiuling all lost, I luiltod„ with some other officers, to consider 
wliiit to do; at first we were for making our retreat in a 
liody, and might have done so well enough, if we had known 
what had haj)pened lieldrc we sjiw ourselves in the middle 
of the, enemy ; lor Sir Thomas FairfiiSc* who had got to- 
gether his scattered troo])s, and joiin^tf hy some of the left 
Aving, knowing who w'e were, charged us with griiat fury. 
It was not a time to think of anything hut getting aAvay, or 
dying •u])on the spot ; the prince kept on in the front, and Sir 
Thomas Fairlax, by this charge, cut oft' about three regi- 
ments of us from uiu* body, but bending his main sti-ength 
at the j»i‘lnee, hd't us, as it were, behind Inni, in the middle 
of the field oi' battle. We took this lor the only oj)portunity 
wi' could have lb get off', and joining together, Ave made 
across ihe place of bailie in as good order as Ave could, with 
pur^caj’al»iiu'S prt‘sented. In ^this, posture we passed by 
seve/al bodies ol' tin? enemy’s foot, ivho stood Avith their 
pikc's clanged to kei‘]) us oft*; but they had no occasion, for 
*AVt*had no design lo meddle wutli them, but to get from 
lh eni. Thus Ave made a sAA'ift march, and thought our- 
selves ])relty secure ; but our Avork was not done yet, for, 
on a sudden, Ave saAv ourselves iind(*r a nec(»ssity of fighting 
our Avay tlm)ugli a great body of ManchestxT's horse, who 
came galloping u])on us over the moor. They had, as we 
suppose, b(‘en pursuing some of our broken troops Avhicli 
Avere fie d be.lbre, and seeing us, they gave us a home charge. 

. We r(‘ceived them as well as avc could, bu^ pushed to get 
through them, Avhicli at last we did Avith a considerable loss 
to llu‘m. However, we loft so many men, either killed or 
separatt'd l'j*om us ^for all could not follow the stime Avay), 
that ol'otir^hroe feginients wc could not be above lour hun- 
dred hors(! t(?gether when we. got quite clear, and these were 
luixt nien, some of one troop aftid regiment, some of another. 
Not that 1 believe iniuiy of us Avere killed iu the last at- 
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tack, for wc had plainly the bett(;r of the enemy ; hut our 
design being to g(»t off, some shifted for themselves one 
way, and some another, in the best manner they could, and as 
their several fortunes guided them. Four hundred more of 
this body, as I afterwards understood, iiaving broke 
through the enemy' s body another way, kept tog(‘ther, and 
got into Pontefract Castle, and three hundred more made 
northward, and to Skiptou, where the prince al*ler?vards 
fetched them off. 

Tliese few of us that were left together, with whom I 
was, being now pretty clear of pursuit, halted, and began to 
inquire who and wliat we were, and what \v(' shmild do ; 
and on a short d(‘b<'ite, I proposc^d wt* shotdd make to the 
first garrison of the king’s that we could recover, and that 
we should keej) together, lest llu* country-j^c^opkj should 
insult us upon the roads. With this r(^solution we ])ushed 
on westward for Lancashire;^ but our misfortunes Avere^not^ 
yet at an end : we truvcdled very hard, and gc)t to a village 
upon the river Wharf, near W(*therby. At Wetlu'rby th(»ro 
was a bridge, but we understood that a party fronj Lt^t'ds ' 
had secured the town and the post, in order to stop the fly- 
ing cavaliers, and that it would be v(*ry hard to gi*t through 
there, though, as w(i understood afierwards, ther(‘ Avere no 
soldiers there but a guard of the loAvnsmen. In thia pickle 
we consulted what course to tak(*; to stay Avhi»re av(^ were 
till morning, we all conclud(*d Avould not be safe ; some ad- 
vised to take the str(»am Avith our horsi's, but the river, 
which is deep, and the current strong, seem(‘(l to bid us . 
have a care what we did of (liat kind, esjiecially in the night. 
We resolved, therefore, to refreslr oursedves and our horses, 
which indeed is more than we did, and g<> on till wc might 
come ijo a ford or bridge, Avhen* Ave might* gtft 0A^*r.* Some 
guides we had, but they either were foolish or false, for 
after we had rid eight or nine miles, they plunged us into a 
Aver at a place they galled a ford, but it was a very ill one, 
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for TTiOBt of oiir horses swam, and seven or eight were lost, 
l)Ut we saved the men ; however, we got all over. 

*Wc made hold with oiir first (ionveriience to trespass upon 
the conntry for a f(‘,w horses, where we could find them, to 
rc^moiint our men whose horses were drowned, and continued 
our march ; hut h(‘ing ohliged to reM*sh ourselves at a 
small village on the edge of Bramharfi Moor, we found the 
rountj*y alarmc^d hy our taking some horses, and we were 
no sooner got on liorsehack in the morning, and (ntering on 
the njoor, but we understood we were pursued hy some 
troops of liorse. There wjis no remedy hut we must pass 
this moor ; and though our horses were exceedingly tired, 
yet wo pr(‘ssc»d on upon a round trot, and recovered an en- 
closed country on tlic other Tiide, where we halted. And 
h(*re, necessity piltting us upon it, we were obliged to look 
out for more horses, lor several of our men were dismounted, 
and others’ hors(‘s disabled hy carrying double, those who 
lost their horses getting irp Whind them ; but we were 
su])pli(‘d hy our (‘iiemies against tlieir will. 

* Tlie enemy followed us over the moor, and we having a 
woody enelosc‘d coimtry about us, where we W'^ere, 1 oh- 
s(‘rv(*d hy their moving, they had lost sight of us; upon 
wln'ch I j)ro])osed concealing ourselves till wo might judge 
of their uujnhtTs. We did so, jmd lying close in a wood, 
they ])ast hastily hy us, without skirting or S(»arc]iiiig the 
wood, which was what on another occasion they would not 
have done. I found they were not above a hundred and 
fifty horse, and considering that to let thetn go before us 
Would be tx> aliirm th^ country, and stop our design, I 
thought, since we miglat he able to deal with them, 
wc should not jneet with a better place for it, and 
told tlu^frii^t of our officers my mind, which all our party 
Jiresently (f«r we had not time for a long debate) agreed to. 
Immediately u^on this 1 cau^d two men to fire their pis- 
tols in the wood, at two different placps, as far asunder as i 
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could. This I did to ffivc them an alarm, and amnsc them ; 
for being in the lane, they would otherwise have got through 
before wc had been ready, and I resolved to engage them 
there, as soon a»s it Avas possible. After this alarm, avc 
rushed out of the wood, Avith about a hunched horse', and 
charged them on thv; flank in a broad lane*, the Avood being 
on their right. Our ‘passjige into the lane b(‘ing narrow, 
gave us some difficulty in our gc'ttiiig out ; but the surprise; 
of the charge didour Avork; for tlie imcmiy, thiukijig wc' had 
been a mile or two before, had not the least thoughts of this 
onset, till they heard ns in the wood, and th(‘n they who 
Avere beiore could not come bae.k. AVe broke into the lane 
just in t lie middle of them, and by that m(‘ans dividend them ; 
and facing to the lefb charj^ed the r(‘ar. First our dis- 
inoxuited men, Avhich Averc near fifty, lined the (*(lgt; of the 
Avood, and fired Avith their earabines U[)on those Avhich were 
before, so warmly, thatethey put them into a great disorder. 
MeaiiAvliilc, filVy more of our horse from the farther part of 
the wood showed themselves in the lane U})on theii* front ; 
this put them of the foremost party into a great pcirjrlexity, 
and they began to face about, to fall upon us who were en- 
gaged in the rear; but their facing about in a lane where 
there was no room to wheel, as on(‘ Avho undcTstands the 
manner of wheeling a troop of horse must in?agine, j)Ut 
them into a great disorder. Our i>arty in the lu;ad of the 
lane biking the advantage of this misbake of the enemy, 
charged in upon them, and routed them entirely. Some 
found means to^oreak into tlve enclosures on tlic other side 
of the lane, and get away. Aboitc thirty Avere killed,' 
and about twenty-five madi; prisoners, and forty veiy 
good horses were taken ; all tliis while not a man of 
ours Avas lost, and not above seven or «eight .Avdunded. 
Those in the rear behaA^ed themselves better; for tlicy stood 
our charge Avith a great deal of resolution, and all avc; could 
do could not break t^iem ; but at last our inen, who liad 
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jfirccl on foot through the hedges at tjic other party, coming 
to do the like here, .there was no standing it any longer. ^ 
^rhe rear of them faced about, and retreated out of the lane,^ 
and drew up in the open field to receive and rally their 
fellows. Wc- killed about seventeen of them, and followed 
them to the end of the lane, but had^no mind to have any 
more fighting than needs must ; our condition at that time 
not anaking it proper, the towns round us being sill in the 
enemy's hands, and tin; country but indifferently pleased 
with us; hoAvev(ir, we stood facing thc^m till they thought 
lit to inarch away. Tlius we were supplied with horses 
enough tc» remount our men, and pursued our first design 
of getting into Lancashire. As for our prisoners, we let 
them off on foot. * 

But the country being by this time alarmed, and the rout 
of our army evc^rywhert* known, Ave foresaw abundance of 
difficulties bi'fore us; we Avere not. iftrong enough to venture 
into any gr(jat towns, and we were too many to be con- 
cealed ill small ones. Upon this Ave resolved to halt in a 
gn^at wood, about throe inil(\s beyond the place where we 
had tho last skinnish, and scut out scouts to discover the 
country, and leani what they could, cither of the enemy or 
of our friends. 

Anybodj^ may suppose we had but indifferent quarters 
here, cither for oursidvos or for our horses ; but, however, 
Ave made shift 1o lie here two days and one night. In the 
interim I took upon me, with two more, to go to Leeds to 
learn some news ; we were disguised like country plough- 
incTi ; the clothes avc g^t a fiirmer’s house, which for that 
})articular occasion Ave laundered; and I cannot say no 
hlood was died in a manner too rash, and which I could 
not ha\c donci at* another time; but our case was desperate, 
and the people too surly, and shot at us out of the window, 
woundcid one man, and shot ^ liorsc, which we counted as 
great a loss to us as a man, for our rfialety depended upon 
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our horses. Here we<- got clothes of all sorts, enough for 
both sexes, and thus dressing mysejf»up a la with 

a white caj) on my head and a fork on my shoulder, and 
one of my comrades in the farmer’s wife’s' russet gown and 
petticoat, like a wojnan ; the other with an old crutch like 
a lame man, and all ^ mounted on such horses as we had 
taken the day before from the country; away we go to 
Leeds by three several ways, and agreed to meet iipo/i the 
bridge. My pretended countrywoman acted h(‘r part to the 
life, though the party was a gonth'iuan of good rpudlty of 
the Earl of Woreeste7'’s familj^; and the eri])])Ie did as w'(;ll 
as he ; but T thought iriyself very awkward in niy dress, 
which made me very shy, (^specially among th<' siddiers. 
We passed their sentimds and guards at L^('eds unobsiTved, 
and put up our horst's at several houses in the town, from 
whence we w(‘nt up and down to make onr r(‘marks. My 
cripple W’’as the fittest *to go among the soldi(*rs, bc^eayse 
there was less danger of being jn’essed. There he informed 
himself of the matti*rs of Avar, ])arti(mlarly that the enemy 
Sill doAvn again to the siege ol' York ; that flying parties 
were in jairsuit of the* (cavaliers ; and there lie heard that 
five hmidred horse of the Lord Manchester’s men had fol- 
lowed a party of cavaliers over Bramhani Moor ; and, that 
entering a lane, the cavaliers, Avho were a thrms^md strong, 
fell upon them, and killed ihvm all lint about fifty. This, 
though it Avas a li(i, was very jdeasant to us to hear, know- 
ing it was our juarty, becausy of the fither ]iart of the story, 
which Avas thus; that the caA^alicrs had taken jiossession of 
such a Avood, where they rallied all tin* troops of th(‘ir flying 
army ; that they had ])liind(»red the* country as tiny canu‘, 
biking all the good horses tliey could gfd ; that tiny had 
plundered Goodman Thomjison’s house, Av^iifth AVhs‘tlic far- 
mer I mentioned, and killed man, woman, and* child ; and 
J;hat they Avere about two tliofisand strong. 

My other friend irf woman’s clothes got among the good 



MEMOIRS OP A CAVALIER. 


83 


wiv(‘R at an inn, where slie set up her horse, and there she 
heard the sjinie sad and.dreadfiil tidings; and that this party 
was so strong, none of the neighbouring gjirrisons durst stir 
out ; but that they had sent expresses to York for a party of 
horse to come to their assistance. 

T walked up and down the town^lnit fancied myself so 
11 1 -disguised, and so easy to be knoAvn, that I eanid not to 
talk*with anybody. We met at the bridge exactly at our 
and compared our intelligence, found it ajiswered our 
cndn)f coming, and that we had nothing to do but to get 
back to our nu'u ; but my cripple told me he would not stir 
till he Ixmghl. some A’ictuals, so away he hops with his 
(Tut(*h, and buys four or five great pieces of bacon, as many 
of liung beef, UTid two or tliree loaves ; and, })orrowing a 
sank at. the inn (which I su]>pose he never rest-ored), he 
loads his horst', and getting a large leatlu'r bottle, he filled that 
ot^a(pia vitie instead of small be(‘i: ; *rny woman comrade did 
t1u‘ like. I was uneasy in my mind, and took no care btit 
to get out (»f the town; however, we all came off well 
enough ; but it was well for me that T had no provisions 
with me, as you will liear presently. We cain(', as I siiid, 
into tlu* town by several ways, and so we went out ; but 
about three mih'S from the town we mot again exactly when' 
we had agreed. T being al)out a quarter of a mile from 
th(* rest, I met three (xmntry fellows on horseback ; one had 
a long p(de on his shouhler, another a fork, the third no 
weapon at all, that. I sjiw ; I ^ave. them the road very or • 
derly, being habiU'd like one of their brethren ; but one of 
them stopping short at me, and looking earnestly, calls out, 
Hark thee, friend, says he, in a broad north-country tone, 
whar hast thou ihilk horse ? 1 must conless I was in the 

ulnjost* Cbnfifcio*! at the qut'stion, neither being able to 
answer the/question, nor to speak in his tone; so I made 
if 1 did not hear him, and wfcnt on. Na, but ye’s not gang 
soa, says the boor, and comes up to •me, mid takes liold of 
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the horse’s bridle to stgp me ; at which, vexed at heart that 
I could not tell how to tidk to him, I reached him a ^(^at 
knock on the pate with my fork, and fetched him off* his 
horse, and then began to mend my pace. The other clowns, 
though it seems they knew not what the fellow 'wanted, jmr- 
sued me, and, finding they had better hoeJs than I, I saw there 
was no remedy but to make use of my hands, and laced 
about. The first that came up wtli me was he that had no 
weapons, so I thought I might parley with him ; and, speak- 
ing as country-like as I could, 1 asked him what he 
wanted ? Thou’st knaw that soon, says Yorkshire, mid I’se 
but come at thee. Tlum keep awa’, man, said I, or Fse 
brain thee. By this time the third man came up, and the 
j)arlcy ended ; lor lie gave me iio woids, but laid at m(^ with 
his long pole, and that with such fury, tliat I b(»gan to be 
doubtful of him. I was loath to slioot the fedlow, though 1 
had pistols under my grey fropk, as well for that tin*. no]s^ 
of a pistol might bring more people in, the village being in 
our rear, and also because 4 could not imagine what the 
fellow meant, or would have ; but at last, finding he would 
be too many for me with that long weapon, and a hardy 
strong fellow, I threw myself off my horse, and, running in 
with him, stabbed my fork into his liorKSC ; the horse, being 
wounded, staggered awhile, and then fell dow5i, and the 
booby had not the sense to get down in time, but fidl witli 
him ; upon which, giving him a knock or two with my 
fork, I secured him. The other, by this time, had fur- 
nished himself with a great stick out of a hedge, and, before 
I was disengaged from the last feltov^, gave me two such 
blows, that if the last had not miksed my head, and hit me 
on the shoulder, 1 had ended the fight and my life together. 
It was time to look about me now, for this ^ was a madman ; 
I defended myself with my fork, but it would not do ; at 
last, in short, I was forced to pistol him, and get ©n horse- 
back again, and, with. all the speed I could make, got away 
to the wood to oxir men. 
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If my two fellow spies had not been behind, I had never 
known Avhat was the ^meaning of this (juaiTel of the three 
eonntrynien, but my crfpple had all the particulars ; for he, 
being bihind us^ as I have already observed, whcm he came 
up the fii St fellow, who began the fray, he found him 
bc*giiining to conn* to himself*; so lut^ets off, and pretends 
to help him, and lifts him up, anfl, being a very merry 
lelkuv, talk(*d to him, Well, and what’s the matter now, 
s;iys li(* to him ; Ah, wao’s me, sjrys the fellow, I’se killed ! 
Not.quite, mon, says the cripple. Oli that’s a fause tliief, 
says he, and thus they parleyed. My erij)plc got him on 
Ills feet, and gave him a dram of his acpia vita? bottle, and 
made much ol‘him, in order to know what was the occasion 
of the quarrel. Our disguiS’ed woman pitied the fellow too, 
and together tdey set him up again ujion his horse, and 
then he told them that that fellow was got iipon one of his 
brother’s horses who lived at Wetherby; they said the 
eavaliers stole him, but it was like such rogues (no mis- 
chief could be done in theg|ountry, but it was the poor 
eavaliers must liear the blame), and the like; and thus tluy 
jogged on till they came to the place Avhere the other two 
lay. The first fellow they assisted as they had done the 
otluT, and gave him a dram c»ut of the leather bottle ; but 
the last tel low was jiast their care; so they eanie away. 
For when they understood that it was my horse they 
claimed, they began to be afraid that their own horses 
might be known too, and then they had been betrayed 
in a worse pickle than I, •and must iTave been forced 
to have done some? mischief or other to liave got 
away. • 

I had sent out two trooj)ers to fetch them off, if there 
was ithy ocmskm ; but their stay was not long, and the 
two troopers sfiw them at a distance coming toAvards us, so 
they returned. 

I had enough of going for a spy, gnd my companions bad 
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enough of staying in the wood; for other intelligences 
agreed with ours, an5 all concurred in tliis, that it was 
time to be going : however, this use we made of it, that 
while the country thought us so strong, wa were in the less 
danger of being attacked, though in the moreof being ob- 
served; but all thisVhile we heard nothing of our friends, 
till the next day. e then heard Prince Ilupert, with 
about a thoiiKsand horse, was at Skipton, and from thgncc 
marched away to Westmoreland. 

We concluded now we had two or three days’ tim(^ 
good; for, since messengers were sent to York for a party 
to suppress us, we must have at least two d«^s’ march of 
tJiem, and therefore all concluded we were toflfake th(‘ best 
of our way. Early in the morfAing, therelc)rcj, we decamped 
from those dull quarters ; and as we maivhed through a 
village, we found the people very civil to us, and tin; 
women cried out, God .bless them, it is a pity the round- 
heads should make such work with such brave men, and 
the like. Finding we were ^ong our friends, we resolved 
to halt a little and refresh* urselves ; and, indeed, the 
people were very kind to us, gave us victuals and drink, 
and took care of our horses. It happened to be my lot to 
stop at a house where the good woman took a great deal of 
pains to provide for us; but I observed the good man 
walked’ about with a cap upon his head, and veiy much 
out of order. 1 took no great notice of it, being very 
sleepy, and having asked my landlady to let me have 
a bed, I lay dol^rn and slept heartily : when I waked, I 
found my landlord on another bed, groaning very heavily. 

When 1 came downstairs, I found my cripple talking 
with my landlady ; he was now out of his .dinguise, but we 
called him cripple still ; and the other, wlic^ put cn the 
woman’s clothes, we called Goody Tliompson. As soon as 
he saw me, he called me out; Do you know, says he, 
the man of the house^you ai'e quartered in ? No, not 1, 
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mya T. No, so I believe, nor they you, says he ; if they 
didf the good wifti would not have »mude you a posset, and 
fetched a while loaf for you. What do you mean ? wiys 1. 
Have you seen the man ? says he. . Seen him, says I, yes, 
and lieard him too ; the man is sick, and groans so heavily, 
siiys I, that I could not lie upon the Ij^l any longer for him. 
Wliy, this is the poor man, says#he, that you knocked 
doAvn with your fork yesterday, and I have had all the 
story out yonder at the next door. I confess it grieved 
nie^ to have bet^n forced to treat one so roughly who was one 
of our friends, but to make some amends, we contrived t(> 
give thii }>oor man his brother’s horse ; and my cripple told 
liim a foHnal story, that he believed the horse was taken 
away from the fellow by sctfiic of our men ; and, if he knew 
him again, if it was his friend’s horse, he should have him. 
The man came down u])on the news, and I caused six or 
seven horses, wliich were takcjn ^at the same time, to be 
s^liown him; he immediately chbse the*right; so I gave him 
file liorscj, and wi.^ i>retended a great deal of sorrow for the 
man’s hurt, and that we hai not knocked the fellow on the 
head as well as took away ihe horse. The man was so 
ovcjjoyed at the revenge he thought was taken on the 
f(*llow, that we heard him groan no more. We ventured 
to stay all day at this town and the next night, and got 
giiiScs to lead us U» Blackstom* Edge, a ridge of mountains 
which jiarts this side of Yorkshire from Lancashire. Early 
in the morning we marched, and kept our scouts very 
carefully out every way, wlvp brought 13^ no news for this 
day : we kejit on »all night, and made our horses do 
penance for that little /est they had, and the next morning 
we passed th^ hills, and got into Lancashire, to a town 
called JLitt^ebprough, and irom thence to Kochdale, a little 
market-town. And now we thought ourselves safe as to 
the pursuit of enemies from the side of York ; our design 
was to get to Bolton, but all the countiy was full of, the 
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enemy in flying parties, and how to get to Bolton we knew 
not. At last we resolVed to send a messenger to Bolfon ; 
but he came back and told us, he had, with lurking aTid* 
liiding, tried all the ways that he thought possible, but to 
no purpose ; tor he could not get into the towr. We sc‘nt 
another, and he iH%./;r returned ; and some time after 
we understood he was''lak(*n hy the enemy. At last one 
got into the town, but brought us word, tiny were tired out 
with constant alarms, had been straitly bIocki*d up, and 
eveiy day expected a siege, and tluTC‘fore advised us either 
to go northward, where Prince Ru])ertand the Lord Goring 
ranged at liberty ; or to get over Warrington bridge^ and so 
seciiui our r( lr(‘.at to Chester. This double diret^tion di- 
vided our opinions ; 1 was for getting into ("li(*st(M-, both to 
i-ecruit myself with horsi^s and with momy^, botli which 
T wanted, and to get refreshment, which we all wanted ; 
but the major part of oiv’ were for the north. Fij’St, 
they said, there wfis their general, and it Avas their duty to 
the cause, and the king’s interest obliged us to go where 
we could do best seiwice; and there w(*ini their friends, and 
every man might hear some news of his own ri'giinent, for 
\ve belonged to seA'cral regiments ; besides, all the towns 
to the left of us were possessed by Sir William Brereton ; 
Warrington and NortliAvich garrisoned by th(i eiu^miy, and 
a strong party at Manchester; so that it was v(Ty likely we 
should be beaten and disj)ersed before we could get to 
Chester. These reasons, and csj)ecially the last, detc^rmined 
us for the north, td.nd Ave had ax^solved to march the next 
morning, when other intelligiiiice brought us to more speedy 
resolutions. We kept our scouts ^continually abroad, to 
bring us intelligence of the enemy, whom we expected on 
our backs, and also to keep an eye upon the^iCQuntry for, 
us we lived upon them somctliing at large, they were ready 
enough to do us any ill turn, as it lay in their power. 

The first messenger tliat came to us was from our friends 
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Bolton, to inform ii« that they were ])repar]ng at Man- 
clies1(‘r 1o attack us. One of our parties had been as far as 
St<V'k])ort, on tlie edge of Cheshin*, and was pursued by a 
parly of the enejny, but got off by tlie ludp of the night. 
riiNs all things looking black to the south, we had resolved 
1() march northward in the morning Avhen one of our 
scouts from the sidc^ of Manclu'ster fissured us Sir Thomas 
Middjeton, with souk*, of the ])arliament forces, and the 
cinintrj’^ troops, making above twelve* hundred ingn, were* 
eai the‘ir march to attack us, and Avould certainly l)eat up 
our quarters that night. IT])on this aelvie^e we re'solve^^d to 
be^ gone*; and g(*tling all things in readine:*ss, we began to 
march about two hours before night ; and having gotten a 
trusty fe‘llow lor a guide*, le‘llow that we lenmd was a 
frieaid to eair si^e, he put a proje?ct into m}’^ h(!ad, which 
sav(.‘d ns all fe)r tliaf time ; and that was, to give out in the 
village* that we* w(*re march(*d back ito Yemkshire*, resolving 
te> get into PontefrJie.*,t Castle; 'and accordingly lie leads us 
e)uf of the town the sjurie way Ave came in ; and taking 
a boy with liim, he sends the boy back just at night, and 
hade; him say he saw us go ii]) the hills at Blaekstone Eelge ; 
and it liap])e*ned very wc;ll ; for this l)arty were so sure of 
us, tliat the* 3 ?^ had jilaced feair hundred men ein the road to 
the* iK^irtlnvarel, to intercept our retreat that way, and had 
le ft no way lor us, as tlicy thought, te) get away, but back 
again. 

Al)e»ut ten o’clock at night tlie*y assaultejd our quarters, 
hilt found we were geine; aneh being infen^heel which way, 
they IblkiAved upon tlie’spur, and travedling all night, being 
mexmlight, they found theriselves the next day about fifteen 
Riiles east, just out- of their Avay ; for we had, by the help of 
onr guides turped short at the foot of the hills, and through 
hlind, untrodden paths, fuid with difficulty enough, by noon 
the next day, diad reached almost twenty-five miles north, 
near a town called Clithero. Here we halted in the open 
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field, and sent out our people to see how things were in tlic 
country. This part of the country, almost impassable, and 
walled round with hills, was indiflTerent quiet; and we got 
some refreshment lor ourselves, but very little horse meat, 
and so wont on ; but we had not marched fiir before we found 
ourselves discovercii^ and the four hundred horse sent to 
lie in wait for us as bc^^)re, having understood which way we 
went, followed us hard; and, by lt*tters to some of theij* 
friends at Pix^ston, we found we were beset again. Out* 
guide began now to be out of his knowledge ; and our 
scouts ’bi'oiight us Avord the enemy’s horse was posted 
before us ; and Ave knew they were in our rear. In this 
exigence, avc resolved to divide our small body, and so 
amusing them, at least one might get off, if the other mis- 
carried. 1 took about (ughty horse Avith iic, among which 
AA-ere all that 1 had of niy oav’ii regiment, amounting to about 
thiiiy-tAvo, and took th^ hills towards Yorkshire. Here avc 
met wilh such unpussiible ‘hill's, vast moors, rocks, and stony 
Avays, as lamed all our horses, and tired our men; and soihe- 
times T Avas ready to think avc should ncA^er be able to g(‘t 
over them, till our horses failing, and jack -boots being but 
indifferent things to travel in, wc miglit be starved before 
we should find any road or toAvns, for guide avc had noTU‘, 
but a boy who know but little, and would cry wliori avc 
asked him any questions. I belicA^e neither men nor horses 
ever passed in some places where we went, and for twenty 
hours we saAV not a toAvn nor a house, excieptirig sometimes 
from the top oS the inountjwn.s, at a vast distance. I am 
persuaded we might have encamptfl hcrci, if AV(i had had 
pi’ovisions, till the war had been qyer, and have met with no 
disturbance ; and I have oft(»n wondered .since, how we got 
into such hoirible places, as much as ^no^jr W 9 got out. 
That which was worse to us than all the rest was, that wc 
knew not where we Avere going, nor whait part of the 
coTintry we shotild come into, Avlien we came out of those 
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desolate crags. At last, after a terrible fatigue, we began to 
see the western })arts of Yorkshire, 'Some few villag(*s, and 
the country at a distance looked a little like England; for I 
thought before \t looked like old Brennus liill, which the 
Orisons call the grandfather of the Alj)s. We got some 
n^lief in the villages, which indeed so^ of us had so much 
need oi’, that they were hardly able tC si I their horses, and 
otlu'rs wi*re fcn’ced to help theni off, they were so faint. I 
ru'ver felt so much of the power of hungc^r in my life, for 
luiving not eali'ii in thirty hours, I was as ravenous as a 
hound ; and if 1 had had a piece of horseflesh, I believe I 
should not have had patience to have stayed dressing it, but 
have fallen upon it raw, and have eaten it as greedily as a 
Tartar. • 

now('ver, T cat very cautiously, having often seen tlie 
danger of men’s (mating heartily after long fasting. Our n(‘Xt 
tiaj'c was to iiK^uire our way. llali:^ax, they told us, was on 
(JiiT right; th(Tc we durst not thhik of going; Skipton was 
lieKorc! us, and there we knew not how it was ; for a body of 
three thousand horse, sent out. by the enemy in pursuit of 
Prince Kupert, had been there but two days before, and the 
country j)e()ple could not tell us whether they were gone or 
no ; and Manchester’s horse, which were sent out after our 
j)arfy, wiu'c then ar Halifax, in quest of us, and afterwards 
marched into Cheshire. In this distress we would have 
hired a guide, but none of the country people would go with 
us ; for the rcmiidheads would hang them, they said, when 
they came there. Upon thi#i 1 called fellow to ni(^, 
Hark ye, friend, says»T, dost thee know the way so as to 
bring us into Westniorclj^nd, and not kt‘(‘p the great road 
from York ? many, sjiys he, I ken the ways weel 

^“uou. • ^nd yoy wcmld go aiid guide us, said I, but that 
you are afraid the roundheads will hang you ? In- 
deed would I, says the fellow. Why then, savs I, thou 
badsi as good be hanged by a roundliead as a cavalier; 
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for, if thou ’Nvill not go, I’ll hang thee just now. Na, 
and yo st*rve me soaj says the fellow, I’se ene gang with 
ye ; for I care not for hanging ; and ye’ll get me a gob'fl 
horse, I’se gang and l)c one of ye, for I’ll nere come heanie 
more,” This ])leased us still better, and wo '•mounted the 
fellow, for three of o^' men died that night with the extj-eme 
fatigue of the last seri^ce. 

Next morning, when our nc^w trooper was mounted, and 
cloth(‘d, we hardly knew him ; and this fellow led us by such 
ways, such wildemesses, and yet with such prudene(‘, keep- 
ing thi‘ hills to the left, that we mighi have the villages to 
refresh ourselves, that without him we had certainly (‘ither 
jK'i'ished in those mountains, or fallen into tin* (‘lu^my’s hands. 
We passed the great road from 'York so critically as to time, 
that from otk' of the hills he showc^d us a party of the enemy's 
horse, who were then marching into Westmondand. We 
lay still that day, finding we were not discover(‘.d })y them ; 
and our guide proved the best scout that we could have lutd; 
for he would go out ten mil(‘s at a tim(‘, and bring us in all 
the news of the country. Here he brought us word that 
York was surrendered upon articles, and that Newcastle, 
which had been surprised by the king’s party, was b(‘sieged 
by another anny of Scots, advanced to helj) their brcithren. 

Along the edges of those vast mountains Ave past, wiA the 
help of our guide, till avc canie into the forest of Swale ; and 
finding ourselves perfi^ctly concealed h(‘re, for no soldier had 
ever been here all the war, nor i)erhaps would not, if it had 
lasted seven yeals, wt thought Ave wanted a few days’ rest, 
at least for our horses ; so we resolved to halt, and while avc' 
did so, we made some disguises, and sent out some spies into 
the country ; but as here were no great towns, nor no post 
road, got very little intelligence. We resi!;ed four days, 
and then marched again; and, indeed, having no great 
stock of money about us, and not very free of* that Ave had, 
f(Kir days was enough for those poor places to be able to 
maintain us. 
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Wo tkought ourselves pretty secure now ; but our chief 
was, liow to get* aver those tenible mountains ; for, 
having i)assed the great road that leads from York to Lan- 
caster, the crags,* the farther northward we looked, looked 
still the worse, and our business was Al on the other side. 
Our guide told us he woxild bring uslout if we would have 
patience, which we were obliged to, and kept on this slow 
niardi till he brought us to Stanhope, in the county of Dur- 
ham, where some of Goring’s horse, and two regiments of 
foot "had their quarters. This was nineteen days from the 
battle of* Marston Moor. The juince, who was then at Ken- 
dal, in Westmoreland, and who had given me over as lost, 
when he had news of our ayival, sent an express to me to 
meet him at Apjdeby. 1 went thither aecordingly, and gave 
him an account of our journey, and there I heard the short 
histoiy of the other j)art of our men, whom we j)arted from 
in ^Lancashire. They made .the* best of their way north. 
Ihey had two resolute gentlemen who commanded; and 
l)eing so closely pursued by the enemy, that they found them- 
selves under the necessity of lighting, they halted, and faced 
al)OUt, expecting the charge. The boldness of the action 
made the officer who led the enemy’s horse (which it seems 
were the county horse only) afraid of them; which they per- 
ceiving, tidying the advantage of his fears, bravely advance, 
and charge them ; and, though they were above two hundred 
horse, they routed tliem, killed alxmt thirty or forty, got some 
horses, and some money, and pushed on tl^ir march night 
and day ; but coming near Lancaster, they were so waylaid 
and pursued, that they agreed to separate, and shift every 
man for himself; many of* them fell into the enemy’s hands; 
some were killed’attempting to pass through the river Lune; 
some ^6at bhc& again ; six or seven got to Bolton, and 
about eighteen got safe to Prince liupert. 

The prince was in a better condition hereabouts than^l 
expected ; he* and my Lord Goring*, with the help of Sir 
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Marmacliike Langdalo, and the gentlemen of CnTnl)erland, 
had gotten a body ol’ four thonsfind horse, and about pjx 
thousjind foot; they had retaken Newcastle, Tynemouth, 
Durham, Stockton, and several towns of consequence fi'oin 
the Scots, and mig^.havecut them outwork enough still, if 
that base people, resdt’ved to engage their whoh* interest to 
ruin their sovereign, had not sent a sc^cond army of Um thou- 
sand men under the Earl of Calendar, to help th(‘ir' first. 
These emne and laid siege to Newcastle, but. found more 
vigorous resistance now than they had done betbre. 

There were in the town Sir John Morley, the Lord 
CrawtJ)rd, Lord Eea and Maxwell, Sccjts, and old soldiers, 
who were resolved their coun Jurymen should buy the town 
very dear, if they had it; and liad jt not be(*n for our dis- 
aster at Marston Moor, they had nev(*r had it ; for Calendar, 
finding he was not able to carry the* town, seiuls to General 
Leven to come from the siege f>f York to helj) him. ^ 
Meantime the ])rinc(^ forms a very good army, and the 
Lord Goring, with ten thousand men, shows hirnstdf on tin* 
borders of Scotland, to try if that might m)t cause the Scots 
to recall their fbrees; and, I am persuaded, had he (*nt(^red 
Scotland, the parliam(*nt of Scotland had recalled the Earl 
of Calendar, for they had but five thonsrind men left inarms 
to send against him ; but they went loath to venfure. ■ 
However, this effect it had, that it called the Scots north- 
ward again, and found them work there for the rest ©f the 
summer, to rcctucc the several towns in the bishopric of 
Durham. ^ 

I found with the prince the poor remains of my regiment, 
which, when joined with those that had been with me, could 
not all make up three troops, and l)ut two captains, three 
lieutenants, and one comet ; tlie rest were clispersccl, killed, 
or taken prisoners. 

. However, with those, which we still called a regiment, I 
joined the prince, arid^after having done all we could on that 
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side, llio Scots being returned from Y(tfk, the prince returned 
t^irongh Lancashire to Chester. 

The enemy often appear(‘d and alanned us, and once fell 
on one of our parties, and killed us about a hundred men ; 
blit we were too many for them to I>ryfpnd to fight us, sowti 
came to Bolton, b(*at the troops of theieneiny near Warring- 
ton, where I got a cut with a halbert in my face, and arrived 
at Chester the beginning of August. 

The parliament, upon their great success in the north, 
tliiiiking thc^ king’s forces ejuite. broken, had sent tlunr 
general, Essi\k, into the w(‘st, where the king's army was 
coinirianded by Prince JMauricc, Prince liujiert’s elder 
brotlicr, but not v(‘ry strong; and the king being, as they 
suppos(*(l, by tlie absence oi' Prince Rnjiert, weakened so 
iimch .as ibat he might be checked by Sir William Waller, 
who, with four tliousand five liundred foot, and fifteen 
hiyidred liorse, was .*it tliat time*al)OUt Winchester, having 
l.’itely Ix.'atmi Sir lial]i}i llopton. U]K)ri all these considera- 
tions, the Earl of Essex inarches westward. 

The forces in the west being too weak to op])ose him, 
(‘verylhing g.avc way to him, and .all ])eo])le expected lie 
Would hesi(*ge Exeter, w here the ijneen was newly lying-in, 
and sent a trumpet to desii*e he WTUild forbear the city, while 
she couldliie removed ; wdiich he did, and passed on west- 
w^ard, took Tiverton, Biddeford, Barnstaj)Ie, Launceston, 
relieved Plymouth, dnwo Sir Tiichanl (Ireiivil up into Corn- 
wall, and followed him thither, hut left J[Mnc<' Maurice 
.behind liim with four^thousaiid men .about Barnstaple and 
l']x(‘ter. The king, in the meantime, marches from Oxford 
into Worcester, witli WfAler .at his lieuls; at EdgcLill liis 
majesty turns upon Waller, and gave him a brush, put 
him in mind of\he place; the king goes on to Worcester, 
sends tlirce hundred liorse to relieve Du rley Castle, biisieged 
by ilie Earl of Denby, and sending part of his forces to 
Bristol, returns to Oxford. * 
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His majesty had ik^w firmly resolved to march into the 
west, not liaving yet any account of our misfortunes in the 
north. Waller and Middleton waylay the king at Cropedy 
bridge. The king assjiults Middleton' at the bridge; 
Waller’s m(‘n wer^ j)osted with some cannon to guard a 
pass ; Middleton's inyri put a regiment of the king’s foot to 
the rout, and pursued them. Waller’s men, willing to come 
in for the plunder, a thing their general had often used them 
to, quit their post at the pass, and their great guns, to have 
pai’t in the victory. The king, coming in seasonably to the 
relief of his men, routs Middleton, and at tlie same time 
sends a ptirty round, who clapt in between Sir William 
Waller’s men and their gi*eatgmis, and secured the ])assand 
the cannon too. 

The king took three colonels, besides other officers, and 
about three hundred men j)risoners, with eight great guns, 
nineteen carriages of dmjnunitioii, and killed about two 
hundi-ed men. 

Walh?r lost hisreputation in this fight, and w^as exceedingly 
slighted ever after, even by his own party; but esp(‘cially 
by such as were of General Essex’s j)arty, between whom 
and Waller there had been jealousies and misunderstandings 
for some time. 

The king, about (dgbt thousand strong, marched .011 to 
Bristol, where Sir William llopton joined him, and from 
thence he follows Essex into Cornwall ; Essex still lollywing 
Grenvil, the king comes to Exeter, and joining with Prince 
Maurice, resolves to pursue Essex; and now the Earl of 
Essex began to see his mistake, being cooped up between 
two seas, the king’s army in his r(?ar, the country his enemy, 
and Sir Eichard Grenvil in his van. 

The king, who always took the best rcfeafcures'^^hcn he 
was left to his own counsel, wisely refuses to engage, though 
8 upori(jr in number, and much stronger in horse. Essex 
often drew out to fighi*, but the king fortifies, takes the passes 
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niul bridgoR, plants cannon, and secures the country toke(*p 
off provisions, and continually strengrticns tlicit quarters, but 
\TOuld not fight. ‘ ‘ 

Now Essex sepds away to the parliament for help, and 
tlicy write Waller, and Micidleton, and Manchester to 
follt>w, and C()me up with the king in his rear ; but some 
wer(» too far ofl* and ccjuld not, as Mifnchester and Fairfax ; 
others made no haste, as having no mind to it, as Waller and 
Middleton, and if tluy had, it had been too late. 

At last the Earl of Essex, finding nothing to be done, and 
unwilling to fall into the king^s hands, takes shipping, and 
leavi's his army to shill for themselves. The horse, under 
Sir William Balfour, the l»cst horse officer, and, without com- 
])arison, th(» bravest in all tlie parliament army, advanced in 
small parties, as if to skirmish, but falling in with the wliole 
body, beingthre^ethousandfivehundredhorse, broke through, 
and got off* Though this was a loss to the king’s victory, 
y(‘t tlio foot were now in a icondition so much the worse. 
Brave old Skippon proposed to fight through with the foot 
and die, as he calk*d it, like Englishmen, with sword in hand ; 
but the rest of the officers shook their heads at it : for, being 
well i)aid, they had at present no occasion for dying. 

S{‘eing it llius, they agreed to treat, and the king grants 
t]i(*ni conditions, upon laying down their arms, to march f)ff 
iVee, This was too nnich ; liad his majesty but obliged I hem 
iqon oath not to serve again for a certain time, he had done 
his business : but this was not thought of ; so they passed 
freCj only disarmed, the soldicirs not being Mllowtxl so much 
• as their swords, » 

The king gained by tlys treaty forty pieces of cannon, all 
of brass, three hjindred barrels of gunpowder, nine thousand 
arms, e^ht tljo^sand swords, match and bullet in proportion, 
two hundred waggons, one hundred and fifty colours and 
standards, ali tlie bag and baggage of his army, and about 
thousand of his men listed in his army. This was. a 
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complete victoiy without l>loodslicd ; and, had the king but 
secured the men from {Serving but ibr six months, it liad most 
effectually smswered the battle of Mar st on Moor. 

As it was, it infused new life into all his^ majesty’s forces 
and friends, and retrieved his affairs very much; but 
especially it encouiv^ed us in the north, who were more 
sensible of the blow received at Marston Moor, and of the 
destruction the Scots were bringing upon us all. 

We now had received orders from the king to join him ; 
but I representing to the prince the condition ol’iny regiment, 
wdiich was now a hundred men, and, that being within 
twenty-five miles of my father’s house, I might soon recruit 
it, my father having got sc^me men together already, I de- 
sired leave to lie at Shrewsbury for a month, to make uj> 
my men. Accordingly, having obtaijied his leave, 1 mai*ched 
to Wrexham, where, in two days’ time I got iwenty men, 
and so on to Shrewsbury. I had not bcjcn here above ten 
days, but I received an dxpniss to come away with what 
recruits I had got together, Prince Rupert having j)t)sitiVe 
orders to meet the king by a certain da3^ 1 had not, mounted 
a hundred men, though 1 had listed above two hundred, 
when these orders came ; but leaving jny fatlicr to com- 
plete tlicm for me, I marched with those I had, and came to 
Oxford. 

The king, after the rout of the parliament forces ni the 
west, was inarched back, took Bamstaf)le, Plympton, Laun- 
ceston, Tiverton, and several other placets, and left Plymouth 
besieged by Sii^ Richard Gcenvil ; met with Sir Williaui 
Waller at Shaftesbury, and again at Andover, and boxed him- 
at both places, and marched for Newbury. Here the king 
sent for Prince Rupert to meet him, who, with three thousand 
horse, made long marches to join him ; but Ijie p^iament 
having joined their tliree armies together, Manchester from 
the north, Waller and Essex, the men being clotlnd ami 
armed, from tlie west, they attacked the king, and obliged 
him to fight the day iJefore the prince came up. 
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The king had so j>osted himself, asithat he could not be 
obliged to fight hut with advantage J the parliament’s forces 
IJeing superior in number, and, therefore, wlien tliey attacked 
him, he galled them with his cannon, and declining to come 
to a general battle, stood upon the defensive, expecting 
rrince* liupert with the horse. ^ • 

The parliament's forces had some advantage over our foot, 
and. took the Earl of Cleveland prisoner ; but the king, whose 
foot were not above one to two, drew his men under the 
caiyion of Dennington Castle, and having secured his artillery 
and baggag (^5 made a retreat with his foot in very good order, 
liaving not lost in all the fight above three hundred men, and 
the parliament as many. Wo lost five jfieces of cannon, and 
to(»k two, liaving repulsed #ie Earl of Manchester’s men on 
the north side uf th(‘ town, with considerable loss. 

The king, hfiving lodged liis train of artillery and baggage 
in D(‘nningt(.)n Castle, march(‘d tl)rf> next day tor Oxford ; 
tlfere. we joined him with three thousand horse and two 
tliousand foot. Encouraged with this reinforcement, the 
king appears upon the hills on tlie north-west of Newbury, 
and faces the jiarliament army. The parliament having too 
many generals as well as soldiers, they could not agree 
wh(‘th('r they slnmld fight or no. This was no great token 
ol’the vicit-ory tiny boasted of ; for tliey were now twice our 
number in the whole; and lh(*ir foot three for one. The 
king stood in battiilia all day, and finding tln^ parliament 
forc(‘S had no stonmeh to engage him, he drew away his 
cannon and baggage out of Dennington Castle in view pf 
their whole army, and mni'ched away to Oxford. 

This was such a fals« step of the j)arliamcnt’s generals, 
that jdl the pC4)]»le cried shame of them: the pai*liament 
a conynittce to iiupiire into it. Cromwell accused 
Maiichosto, and he Waller, and so they laid the fault upon 
one another.* Waller would have been glad to have charged 
it upon Esse:^ ; but as it happened was not in the army, 
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having boon talvc^n ilhsonio days h(‘forc ; but, as it generally 

is, when a mistake is made the actors fall ouf among them- 

selves, so it was he]*e. No doubt it was ns false a step as* 
that of Cornwall, to let the king fetch away his baggage and 
cannon in the face of three armies, and never fire a shot at 
them. "‘X 

The king had not above eight thousand foot in Jiis m’my, 
and they above twenty-five thousand. It is true, the king 
had eight thousand horse, a fine body, and much sujxTior to. 
theirs ; but the foot might, with the greatest, ease in .the 
world have jirevented the removing the cannon, and in three 
days’ time have taken tlie casth^, with all that was in it. 

Those difierences produced their self-denying ordinance, 
and the putting by most of tlfeir old gerunals, as Ess(‘x, 
Waller, Manchester, and the like; and Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
a teiTible man in the field, though the milch*sr man out of 

it, was voted to have thoemnmand of all their forces, and 
Lambert to take the command of Sir Thomas Fairfax’s 
troops ill the north, old Skippon being major-general. 

This winter was sjient, on the enemy’s side, in modelling, 
as they called it, their army; and on our sid(^, in recruiting 
ours, and some petty excursions. Amongst the many ad- 
dresses, I observed one from Sussex or Surrey, complaining 
of the rudeness of their soldiers; from which I only .observed, 
that there were disordcTs among them, as well as among us, 
only with this diflference, that they, for reasons I Tnenti9ned 
before, were under circumstances to p» event it better than 
the king. But f must <do tlfti king’s memoiy that justice, 
that he used all possible nuithods, by pWiishmeut of soldiers, 
charging, and sometimes entri^aling the gentlemen not to 
suffer such disorders and such violences in <11011’ men; hnt 
it was to no purpose ibr his majesty to atte^ipt it, wltile his 
officers, generals, and groat men winked at it; for the 
licentiousness of the soldier is supposed to be *approved by 
tlib officer, when it is not corrected. 
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Tlic rucloness of the parliament ^Idiers began from the 
j]i visions among their officers; for, in many places, the 
soldiers grew so ont of all discipline*, and so iiusufferably 
nnle, that th(*y, in particular, refused to march when Sir 
"William Waller went to Weymouth. ^ This had turned to 
good account for us, had these uu'Jicky Scots been out of 
our way, but th(‘y were tlie staff of the i)arty ; and now 
llu*y were* daily solicited to march soutliward, which was a 
very great affliction to the king and all his friends. 

One booty the king got at this time, which was a very 
w'asonable assistance to his affairs, viz. a great nKTchant 
slii]) riclily ljulen at Ijondon, and bound to the East Indies, 
was, by the seamen, brought into BrivStol, and delivered uj) 
to tlie king. Some merchants in Bristol offered the king 
40,000/. for h(T, which his maj(*sty ordered should be ac- 
ee])t(‘d, reserving only thirty great guns for his own use. 

^The trealy at Uxbridge*, iipw wa*s begun, and we that had 
lioen well beaten in the war, heartily wished the king would 
(;oui(‘, to a p(‘ac<*. ; but we all foresaw the clergy would ruin 
it all. The eomiiions were for prt*sbytery, and would never 
agre(* tin* bishojos si Kml( I be restored; the king was wil linger 
to comj)ly with anything than this, and we forcstiw it would 
1h‘ so; from wlieuci*. we used to say among ourselves, That 
the clergy Avas resolved, if tluTC sliould be no bishop, there 
should be no king. 

T-liis treaty at Uxbridge was a perfi'.ct W'ar betAveen the 
men of the gown ; c»urs Avas betAve<*n of the sword ; 

and I cannot but talje notice Iioav tlie lawyers, statesmen, 
and the clergy of every side bestirred themselves, rather to 
hinder than promote th(? peace. 

There had beem a tri*.aty at Oxford some time before, 
wluTc tlie piu'lihmeiit insisting that the king slioidd pass a 
hill to abo*Iish ejiiscopacy, quit the militia, abandon several 
<‘f his faithful servants* to be exempted from pardon, and 
making several other most extravjJgant demands, nothing 

u3 
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was done, hut the tiv*aty broke off, both parties bcln;r 
rather farther exasperated, than iiiciiiKid to lK;ai‘ken bi 
conditions. 

However, soon afler the success in the west, his majesty, 
to let them see that yietory had not puffed liim up so as to 
make him nject tlie p>ac(*, s(‘nds a message to the parlia- 
ment to put them in mind of messages of like nature whicli 
the}' had slightt'd ; and to let them knoAV, that, notwith- 
standing he had }>eaten tlieir forces, he was yet willing to 
hearken to a reasonable projosal foi* putting an end to^tlui 
war. 

The ])arliamont pretended the king, in his message, did 
not treat with them as a lega\ parliament, and so made 
hesitations ; but, after long debates and delays, they agr(‘(*d 
to draw up propositions for peace to be sent to the king. 
As this messjige was sent to the houses about August, 1 
think they made it the* middle of November b(‘fore thgy 
brought tlic propositions for peace; and when they brouglit 
them, they had no j)ower to enter either upon a treaty, or 
so much as preliminaries for a treaty, only to deliver the 
letter, and receive an answer. 

However, such were the circumstances of affairs at this 
time, that the king was uneasy to sec himself thus tr(*ated, 
and take no notice of it. The king returned anlmswor to 
the propositions, and proposed a treaty by commissioners, 
which the parliament appointed. 

Three months, more were spent in naming commissioners. 
There was much time spent in this ti;eaty, but little done ; 
the commissioners debattid chiefly the article of religion, 
and of the militia ; in tlie latter t?icy were very likely to 
agree ; in the former both sides seemed too positive^^ The 
king would by no means abandon episcopac^, nor tlie par- 
liament presbytery; fur both, in their opinio;i, were jvre 
divino. 

r 

The conunissionerB, finding this point hardest to adjust, 
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wont from it to that of the militia ; };>iit the time spinnin^r 
ojiit, the kiug’fci cominissumers demanded longer time for the 
treaty ; the other sent up for instructions, hut the house 
reliised to lengthen out the time. 

This was thought an insolence upon^the king, and gave 
all good j)(*oy>1e a di'tcstation of such haughty behaviour ; 
and thus the hopes of j)eace vanished ; botli sides preparcnl 
for v?ar with as inucli eagerness as before. 

The parliament was em]>l()yed at this time in what they 
eaihVl modelling their army ; that is to say, that now the 
independent party Ix^giiining to prevail, and as they outdid 
all the otliers in tlK‘ir resolution of carrying on the wai* to 
all extnmiities, so they were both the more vigorous and 
more politic ])arty in carrying it oti. 

lnd(‘(*d the war was aftcjr this canned on with gi’cater 
animosity than t^ver, and the generals pushed forward with 
a vigf»ur, tliat, as it had some.tliing In it unusual, so it told 
ns plainly from this time, whatever they did before, they 
now ])ushed at the* ruin even of the monarchy itself. 

All tliis while also the war went on ; and though the 
parliament had no settled army, yet their regiments and 
troo]»s were always in action, and the sword was at work in 
(jvery part of the kingdom. 

Among* an infinite number of party skirmishings and 
fights this winter, one hajipened which nearly concerned 
nic*, which was the surprise of the town and castle of Shrews- 
bury. Colonel Mitton, with about twelvcj hundred horse 
.and foot, having intell^ence with some people in the town, 
on a Sunday morning early broke into the town, and took 
it castle and all. Tlie l8ss for the quality, more than the 
number, was very great to the king’s affairs. They took 
there mfecn pitces of cannon, Prince Maurice’s magazine 
arms and ammunition, Prince Kiipert’s baggagej above 
fifty persons of qujility and officers : there was not above 
oiglit or ten men killed on both sMes ; for the town wds 

H 4 
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Hurpriscd, not stomi(yl. I liad a particnlar loss in this 
action ; for all tlie men and lioi'Bes my father had g(,|t 
tt)gether for recruiting my regiment were liere lost and 
dispersed ; and, which was the worst, my father happening 
to be then in the tojvn, w^as taken prisoner, and carried to 
Beeston Castle, in Cheshire. 

I was quartered all this winter at Banbury, and went 
little abroad ; nor had we any action till the latter e'nd of 
February, when I was ordered to march to Leici*ster, with 
Sir Jlarmaduke Lungdale, in order, as we thought, to raise 
a body of men in that county and Staffordshire, to join the 
king. 

We lay at Daventry one night, and continuing our march 
1o pass the river above Northamptou, that town being pos- 
sessed by th(i eriemy, we understood a party of Northampton 
forces were abroad, and intended to attack us. Accxu’dingly, 
in the afternoon, our scouts brought ns word flu* enemy 
were quartered in sornci villages on the, road to Coventry ; 
our commander thinking it much btitter to set upon them 
in their quarters, tlian to wait for them in the field, rc^solves 
to atta(;k them ^gearly in the morning, bi*fon5 they were 
aware of it. We refiresluid ourselves in tlie field for that 
day, and getting into a great wood IJe^ir the enemy, we 
stayed tluirc all night, till almost break of day, without 
being discovered. 

In the morning, very early, we heard thcj enemy’s 
trumpets sound rto horse; this roused us to look abroad; 
and sending out a scout, he brought us word a party of, 
the enemy was at hand. We W(^rc vexed to be so dis- 
appointed, but finding their party 'small enough to be dealt 
Avith, Sir Marmaduke ordered me to cluirjje them with 
thr(‘e hundred horse and two hundred drd^oons, ^lile he 
at the same time entered the town. Accordinjgly 1 lay still 
till they came to the very skirt of thtj wood Avhere I was 
l)osted, when 1 saluted^theni with a volley from my dragoons 
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out of the. wood, and iinnicdiately s]iowcd my. self with my 
hv rse oil their front, ready to charges them ; they appeared 
not to be surja-ised, and received our charge witli gi'cut 
n‘s()lution; and l)eing above four hundred men, they pushed 
me vigorously in their turn, putting ^my men into some 
disorder. In tJiis extremity, I sent to order my dragoons 
1,0 charge tliem in the flank, which they did with gi'cat 
bravery, and the other still maintained the fight with 
(le,sperat(^ r(\so]ution. Tlient was no want of courage in our 
meil on botli sides, but our dragoons had the advantage, 
and at Jast i-outed them, and drove them back to the village. 
Here Sir IMarmaduki*- Laugdale had his hands full too ; for 
my firing had alarmed the towns adjacent, that when he 
eiinui into th(^ town, he found them all in arms ; and, con- 
trary to his expectations, two regiments of foot with about 
three hundred horse more. As Sir Marmaduke had no 
loot, ojily horse and dragoon^, this*was a surprise to him ; 
but he caused his dragoems to enter the town, and charge 
the ibot, while his horse secured the avenues of the town. 

The di-agoons bravely attacked the foot, and Sir Marina- 
tluke falling in with his horse, the fight y^as obstinate and 
Aery bloody, when tlu» horse that I had routed came flying 
iiitt) ihv str(‘ut of th(^ village, and my men at their lieels. 
liniiiediaWdy I left the pursuit, and lell in with all my t()rce 
to the assistance of my friends, and after an obstinates re- 
sistance*, we routed the Avhede party ; we kilU'd about seven 
hundred men, tex>k three hundred and fiy:y, twenty-seven 
effic(Ts, one hundree^ arms,* all their baggage, and tAVo 
hundred heu-ses, and contiiiui^d our maixh lo Ilarborough, 
where we lijilted to rel*rt!S^h ourseh^es. 

lietweeii llarboremgh and Leicester we met with a party 
of hnnfi.red dragoe)ns of the parliament forces, 

Tluy fbui/d themselves too few to attack us, and, therefore, 
to avoid us, they had gotten into a small wood ; but per- 
eeiving themselves discovered, they* came boldly out, afid 
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placed theraselv(»s at ^lio entrance into a lane, lining both 
sides of the edge's with their shot. We immediately attack^jj;! 
them, beat them from their hedges, beat thc'in into the wood, 
and ont of the wood again, and forced them at last to a 
downright run away^, on foot, among the enclosures, where', 
we could not follow tlu'm, killed about a hundred of them, 
and took two hundred and fifty prisoners, with all their 
horses, and came that night to Leicc'ster. Wlnm we eame 
to Leicester, and had taken up our (juarti^rs, »Sir Marniadiike 
Larigdale sent for me to sup with him, fmd told m(^ that he 
had a secret commission in his po(iket, which his majesty 
had commanded him not to open until ho canu' to Leic<'ster; 
that now he had sent for me to o])en it togeth<T, that we 
might know what it was we were to do, and to corisidcT how 
to do it ; so pulling out his sealed orders, we fcuind we wen? 
to get what force we could together, and a certain numbc'r 
of carriiiges with ammuliition,, which th(* governor of Lei- 
cester wtis to deliver us, and a certain quantity of provishwi, 
especially com and sjilt, and to relieve. Newark. This town 
had been long besieged; the fortifications of the place, 
together with its situation, ha<l rendered it the strongest 
place in England ; and, as it was the greiitest pass in Eng- 
land, so it was of vast consequence 1o the king’s affairs. 
There vras in it a garrison of hrave old nigged boys, fellows 
that, like Count Tilly’s Germans, had iron faces, and tlicy had 
defended themselves with extraordinary bravery a gr<iat. 
while, but were jeduced to an exceeding strait for want of 
provisions. ^ 

Accordingly we received the ammunition and provision, 
and away we went for Newark : *about Melton-Mowbray, 
Colonel Roseter set upon us with above* three thousand 
men ; we were about the same number, h^ing two thou- 
sand five hundred horse and eight hundred dragoons. We 
had some foot, but they were still at Harborough, and were 
of dered to come after us. 
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like* a l)ravci officer, as h(^ jvas, charged us witli 
gr/iat Airy, and rather .outdid us in rmin])er, while we 
defended ourselves with all the eag(*rness we could, and 
witlial gave him*to understand we were not so soon to be 
l»ent(‘n as he expected. AVliih* the fight^continued doubtAil, 
(‘S])ecially on our side, our people, wdio had chargi*. (d‘ the 
eannages and provisions, b(»gan to enclose our flanks with 
tlieni,'as if we liad b(‘en marching; which, though it was 
(lone* without orders, had two veiy good effects, and which 
did As extraordinary services First, it sccurc*d us from 
ht'iiig (harged in tlic flank, which liosetcr had twice at- 
tein}>te(l ; and secondly, it sec.ured our carriage's from being 
])Iund(^red, which had spoiled our whole expedition. Being 
flms enclosed, we fought with gi'oat security; and thongli 
lh)S(‘t(‘r made three dcsjierate charges upon us, he could 
n(‘V(‘r break us. Our iiu^n received him with so much 
(courage, and kept their order .so wretl, that the enemy, find- 
ing it impossible to force us, gave itlpver, and leil us to 
jmrsue our ord(TS. We did not offer to chase them, but 
coiittmted enough to have repulsed and beatem tliern off, and 
our busiiK'ss being to relieve Nc^wark, we proceeded. 

If iv(* are to reckon by the enemy’s usual method, we got 
the victory, because we kept the field, and had the pillage of 
tlu'ir deadf but, otherwise, neither side had any great cause 
to l)()ast. We lost about one liundr(*d and fifty men, and 
near as many hurt ; they left one hundred and sev(*nty on 
the spot, and carried off some. ITow many tljey had woxmded 
.wo could not teU ; we got seventy nr eiglity horses, which 
helped to remount some of our men that had lost theirs in 
the fight. We had, ho'^ever, this disadvantage, that we 
Were to march on immediately after this service ; the enemy 
only to**retire* t% their quarters, which wOvS but hard by. 
This was an injury to our wounded men, whom we were 
softer obliged to It^ave at Belvoir Castle, and from thence we 
advanced to Newark. • 
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Our business at Nywark was to relieve the place, and this 
we resolved to do, whatever it cost, though at the s{jty:ie 
time wo resolved not to fight, unless we were forced to it. 
The town was rather blocked up than besieged ; the gaiTison 
Avas strong, but ill provided ; we had sent them word of our 
coming, and our orders to relieve tluun, and they proposed 
some measures lor our doing it. The chief strength of the 
enemy lay on the other side of the rh^er ; but tln^y having 
also some notice of our design, had sent over forces to 
strengthen their leaguer on this side. The garrison had^ 
often surprised tlunn by sjdlies, and inde(*d had chiefly 
subsisted for some time by what they brought in in this 
manner. 

Sir Marmaduke Langdale, who was our general for the 
expedition, was fur a general attempt to raise the siege ; but 
1 had persuaded him off that : first, because if w e should bo 
beaten, as might be prdbable, w'e then lost tlie towun. ^ Sir 
Marmaduke briskljjjjleplied, A soldii*r ought nevcT to sup- 
pose he shall be beaten. But, sir, says I, you’ll get more 
honour by relicAung the town, than by beating them : one 
will be a credit to your conduct, as tb(‘ otluT will be to your 
courage ; and, if you think you can beat them, you may do 
it afterwards, and then, if you arc? mistaken, the town is 
neverthedess securcid, and half your victory gaint?d. * 

He wns prevailed witli to adhere to this advice, and 
accordingly we aj)])carc?d beft>re the town about two -hours 
before night. ^Tlie horse drew up before the enemy’s 
Avorks; the enemy drew up within, their works, and seeing 
no toot, expected when our dragoons would dismount and 
attack tliem. Tlicy were in tire right to let iis attack 
them, because of the advauUige of their batteries and 
works, if that had Ixicm our design ; but,* as we intended 
only to amuse thciiri, tliis caution of theirs elTcicted our 
design ; for, while we thus faced them Avith our horse, two 
regiments of foot, AV^iich came up to us but the night 
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hefDiT, and waR all the infanlry we had, Avilh the waggons 
of provisions, and five hundred drago7>ns, taking a compass 
clWn round the town, posted themselves on the lower side 
of the loAvn by .the river. UpoJi a signal the garrison 
agn‘ed on hc'ftjre, they sjillied out at this very juncture, with 
all the men they could S 2 )are, and dividing themselves in 
two parti<.‘s, while orn^ j>arty moved to the left to meet our 
relief, iht‘ other i)arty fell on lapon j)art of that body wdneh 
laced us. We k(‘pt in motion, and upon this signal ad- 
vancc;jl to tlK*ir works, and our dragoons fired upon them ; 
land the hors(‘ wlu*(‘ling and countcn-marching often, keY)t 
them continually expecting to bo attiicked. By lliis means 
the enemy Avere kept emj)loyed, and our foot, witli the 
w^aggoris, app(*aring on that t|uarter Avh(n*c thf*y were ]e*ast 
expected, (*asily defivated the adA^anced guards, and forced 
that post, Avlier(* entering the leaguer, th(‘ otluT jiart of the 
garrison, Avlio had sfillied that w^ay, came up to tlicm, 
received thc^ waggons, and the tlragoons (‘iitercd with them 
into tile toAvn. That party, Avhieh Ave faced on the oth(*r 
side of th(‘ wrorks, kneAV nothing of wdiat Avas done till all 
was over ; the garrison retreated in good order, and Ave 
drew off’, having finished what avc came for Avithout fighting. 

Thus AV(» phnitifully stor(*d the towm Avith all things w^ant- 
iiig, an^d Avith an addition of five hundred dragoons to their 
garrison ; after whicli we marched aAvay Avithout fighting a 
stroke. Our next orders were to ndieA’^e Pontefract Castle, 
another garrison of the king’s, which had bi*en besieged 
e ver since a few days after the fight at Marst(?n Moor, by the 
Lord Fairfax, Sir Thomas Fairfax, and other generals in 
their turn. 

By the way, w« were joined 'with eight hundred horse out 
of Derbyshire, some foot, so many as made us about four 
thousand fivti hundred men in idl. 

Colonid Foi-bes, a Scotchman, commanded at the siege, 
ia the absence of die Lord Fairfax ; the colftnel had sent to* 
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my lord for more troops, and liis lordship was gathering his 
forces to come up to*liim; Imt lie was pleased to come too 
late. We came up with the (memy’s leaguer about 'tiic 
break of day, and having been discovered by their scouts, 
they, with more courage than discretion, drew out to meet 
us. We Siiw no feasoii to avoid them, being stronger in 
horse tlian they ; and though we had but a few foot, wc had 
a thousand dragoons, which helped us out. W(* liad.placed 
our horse and foot throughout in one line, with two reserves 
of horse, and between every division of horse, a divisjon of 
foot, only that, on the extremes of our wings, there werel 
two j)arties of horse on each point by themselves, and the 
dragoons in the centre on foot. Their foot charged us 
home, and stood with push of*])ike a great while ; but their 
horse charging our horse and musketeers,* and being closed 
on the flanks with those two ext(‘uded troo])s on our wings, 
they were presently disordered, and fled out of the field. 
The foot thus deserted, were charged on every side, • awd 
broken. They retreated, still fighting, and in good ord(3r, 
for a while ; but the garrison sallying upon them at tlii' 
same time, and being followed close by our horse, they 
were scattered, entirely routed, and most of them killed. 
The Lord Fairfax was come with his horse as fiir as Feny- 
bridge, but the fight was over; and all he could do was to 
rally those that fled, and save mine of their carriag(3s, which 
else had fallen into our hands. We drew up our little army 
in order of battle the n(‘xt day, expecting the Lord Fairfax 
would have charged us ; b\it his lordship was so far from 
any such thoughts, that he placed a party of dragoons, with 
orders to fortify tlie pass at Ferry-bridge, to j)rcvent our 
falling upon him in his retreat, which he needed not have 
done ; for having raised the siege of Pontefra^ct, our business 
Avas done, we had nothing to say to him, uniesa we had 
been strong enough to stay. 

• W e lost not above diiriy men in this action; and the enemy 
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three Inimli-ed, with about a hundred and fifty prisoners, 
one piece of cannon, all their ammunition, a thousand arms, 
and most of tlieir baggage ; and Coh^nel Lambert was once 
taken jirisoner, being wounded, but got off again. 

Wc brought no relief for the garrison, but the oppor- 
tunity to furnish themselves out of the Countiy, which they 
did very jilentifully. The ammunition taken from the 
enemy was given to them, which they wanted, and was 
their due, for they had seized it in the sally they made, 
before the enemy was quite defeated. 

1 cannot omit taking notice, on all occasions, how exceed- 
ing serviceable this method was of posting musketeers in the 
intervals, among tli(i horse, in all this war. 1 persuaded 
our generals to it, as much as possible, and 1 never knew a 
luKly (»f horse b(\4,ten that did so; yet 1 had great dilliculty 
to prevail upon our people to believe it, though it was 
taught me by the greatest general, in the world, viz. the 
King of Sweden. Ibnnce Kujiert did it at tlie battle ol’ 
Marston Moor ; and had the Earl of Newcastle not been 
obstinalo against it in his right wing, as 1 observed before, 
llie day had not been lost. In discoursing this with Sir 
Manuiidukc l^angdalc, I had related several examples of the 
servicealjleness of these small bodies of firemen, and, with 
great difficulty, brought liim to agree, telling him, 1 woidd 
he answerable for the success ; but, after the fight, he told 
me plainly he saw the advantage of it, and would never 
light otherwise again, il’he had any foot to place. So having 
relitwed these two places, we •hastened, long marches, 
through Derbyshire, join l^riiicc liupert on the edge of 
Sliropsliire and Chcsliire.^ We found Colonel liosetcr had 
followed us at a distance, ever since the business at Melton- 
Mowbray, bul never cared to attack us, and we found he 
did the liku still. Our general would fain have been doing 
with him again, but we found him too shy. Once we laid 
a trap Ibr him at Dove-bridge, betwegii Derby and Bui-ton- 
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npoii'Trent; the hofty being mai’chc^d two days before, 
three hundred dragoohs were left to guard the bridge, as il‘ 
we were afi'aid lie should fall upon us. Upon this we 
marched, as I said, on to Burton, and, the.next day, fetch- 
ing a compass round, canu^ to a village near THlmry Castle, 
whose name 1 forgot, where we lay still, exp(*cting our 
dragoons would be attached. 

Accordingly the ailonel, strengthened with some troops 
of liorse from Yorkshire, comes up to the bridge, and finding 
some dragoons posted, advances to clinrge tliern : the dra- 
goons immediately get a horseback, and nin for it, as they 
were ordered ; but the old lad was not to be canglit so ; for 
he halts immediately at the bridge, and would not eouu* over 
till he had sent three or lour Hying parties abroad, to dis- 
cover the country. One of these* parti(‘s fc«ll into our hands, 
and received but coarse enterlaiiiment. Finding tlie ]>lot 
would not tako, we apfieared, and drew up in view of the 
bridge, but he would not stir; so we continued our mardi 
into Clieshire, where w(* join(‘d Prince liujiert and Priftce? 
Maurice, making together a fine body, being above eight 
thoiisjind horse aTid dragoons. 

This was the best and most suec(*ssfnl expedition I was in 
during this war. It was well conccTted, and ('xecuted with 
as much expedition and conduct as could be desir(*d, andthti 
success was answerable to it ; and, indeed, considering the 
season of the yeiir, for we set out from Oxford the Litter end 
of February, the ways bad, and the sfiason W(!t, it was a 
terrible march *of above two hundred miles, in continual 
action, and continually dodged and observed })y a vigilant 
enemy, and at a time when the T\j)rth was overrun by th(‘ir 
armies, and the Scots wanting employment for tlieir forces ; 
yet, in leas than twenty-three days, we marclusd tAV(fc)hundred 
miles, fought the enemy in open field four limes, relievid 
one garriaon besieged, and raised the siege of another, and 
•joined our friends at Jast in safety. 
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The enemy was in great pain for Sir William Brercton 
and liis forces, and expresses rid nigld and day to the Scots 
iiPtlie north, and to the parties in Lancashire, to come, to 
his help. Tlie. ]>rince, who used to be ratlier too forward to 
fight than otL(*rwise, could not be persuaded to make use 
of this o])]->||tunity, but loitered, if I may be allowed to say 
so, till llie oeots, with a brigade of horse and two thousand 
foot, had joined liim ; and then it was not thought proper to 
engfige them. 

I U>ok this opportunity to go to Shrewsbury to visit my 
father, who was a prisoner of war there, getting a pass from 
the cueiny’s governor. They allowed him the liberty of the 
town, and soiuc‘times to go to his own house' uj)on his ])arole, 
so that his coiifinemcait was ^lot very much to his personal 
injury ; luit tliis, ’ toge'ther with the charges he liad been at 
ill raising th(' regiment, and above 20,000/. in money and 
]>late, wlilc:h at several times he liadhut, or given rallier, to 
llu'king, had reduced oui* family to very ill circumstances; 
ami now liny talked of cutting down his woods. 

1 had a great d('al of dist'ourse with iny iatlier on this 
affair; and tinding him extremely concerned, 1 olFered to go 
to tin* king, and desire liis leave to go to London, and treat 
about his corniKisition, or to render myself a prisoner in his 
si ('ad, wliihi he went u]) himself. In this difficulty 1 treated 
with the governor of tin* town, who very civilly offen^d me 
his pass to go for London, whicli I acc(*pted ; and waiting on 
lhine(‘ li!u})ert, wlio was then at Worcester, I accjuainted him 
with my design. The prince ^Vas unwilling I should go to 
L(aidon, but told me lie liad some prisoners ol’tlie pai'liamentfs 
tViendsin (hnnlierland, and lie would get an exchange for my 
fatlier. I told liiin it* he would give me his word for it, 1 
hnew 1 might, depend upon it, otherwise there was so many 
^f the. kingV jiarty in their hands, that his majesty was tired 
with w.licitatio'iis lor cxchiuigcs ; Jor we never had a prisoner 
l>ut tliere was ten oilers of exchange Sur him. The prince’ 
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told me I should depend upon him ; and he was as good as 
his word quickly after. 

While the prince lay at Worcester he made an incursten 
into Herefordshire, and having made some of the gentlemen 
prisoners, brought them to Worcester; and -though it was 
an action which had not been usual, they beinflp)ersons not 
in arms, yet the like being my fiither’s case, wno was really 
not in commission, nor in any military service, having re* 
signed his regiment three yen,rs before to me, the prince 
insisted on exchanging them for such as the parliament had 
in custody in like circumstances. The gentlem(*Ti seeing no 
remedy, solicited their ovm case at the })arliament, and got 
it passed in their behalf*; and by this means my lather got 
his liberty ; and, by the assisttmee of the Earl of Denbigh, 
got leave to come to London to make af composition, as a 
delinquent, for his estate. This they charged at 7000/. ; but 
by the assistance of tli^ same noble person, he got off for 
4000/. Some members of the committee moved very kindly, 
that my father should oblige me to quit the king’s service ; 
but that, as a thing which might be out of his power, was 
not insisted on. 

The modelling of the parliament army took them up all 
this winter, and we were in great hopes the division which 
appeared amongst them might have wcaken(?d iheir party ; 
but when they voted Sir Thomas Fairfax to bo generid, I 
confess I was convinced the king’s affairs were lost and des- 
perate. Sir Thomas, abating the zeal of his party, and the 
mistaken opinion of his cause, was the fittest man amongst 
tkem to undertake the charge : he Vas a complete general, 
strict in his discipline, wary in Qonduct, fearless in action, 
unwearied in the fatigue of the war, and, wifhal, of a 
modest, noble, generous disposition. We^ ail apparehended 
danger from him, and heartily wished him of our own aide ; 
and the king was so sensible, though he Would not dis- 
••cover it, that, when* an account was brought him of the 
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cIkiicc tlioy had made, he re]>lied he was sorry for it; he 
lijid rather it had l)e(*n anybody than lie. 

The first attempts of this new general and new army 
were at Oxford, which, by the neighbourhood of a numerous 
garrison in Abingdon, bc^gan to be very much straitened for 
provisions ; xind the new fbretis under Cromwell and Skip- 
])on, one lientemint-general, the other major-gen c)*al to F’air- 
(iix, a[Jt{)roachiiig with a (h^sign to block it up, thtj king lefb 
the })liice, supposing his absence would draw them away, as 
it soon did. 

Tlie king resolving to leave Oxford, marches from thence 
witli Jill his forcAss, the garrison excepted, with design to 
hav(‘, gon(‘ to Bristol, but the pl:igue was in Bristol, which 
altc'j’ed the rn(‘asiires, and clufhged the course of tlie king’s 
designs; so he marched for Worcester, about the Inginning 
of fliiiie, KM 5. Tim f<K)t, with a train of forty jneces of 
cannon, marching into W orcester, the horse stayed behind 
sojm? timt‘ in Gloucestershire. 

'rin‘ first action our army did was to raise the siege of 
(^hester. Sir William Bnu'etoii hiid besieged it, or rather 
hlocktHl it up, and when his maj(‘.sty came to Worcester, he 
si‘nt Prince Rupert with four tliousand horse and dragoons, 
with orders to join some foot out of Wales, to raise the 
; but »Sir William thought fit to withdraw,. and not stay 
lor them, and the town wfis freed without fighting. The 
gov(‘rnpr took care in this interval to furnish himself with 
all things necessary for another sit^ge ; and as for ammuni- 
tion and* other necessaries, he wAs in no want. 

I was st!nt with a party into Staffordshire, with design to 
int(»rcej)t convoy of stortJ* coming from London, for the use 
of Sir William Bivreton ; but they having some notice of 
die design, stopt, j^nd went out of the road to Burton-upon- 
Tront, and s6 1 missed them ; but that we might not come 
hack <piite empty, we atUicked I lawk esly -house, and took 
it, where we got good booty, and brought eighty prisoners * 
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back to Worcester. From Worcester the king advanced 
into Shropshire, and look his licad-fpiartc^rs at Bridgenorth. 
This was a very happy march of tlie king’s, and had Viis 
majesty proceeded, he had certainly cleared the north once 
more of his enemies, for the country was generally for him. 
At liis advancing so far as Bridgen<n-th, kSir William Brere- 
ton fled up into Lancasliire ; the Scots’ brigadcss who were 
with him retreated into the north, while y(‘t the king was 
above forty miles from them, and all things lay open for 
conquest. Thci new generals, Fairfax and Cromwell, lay 
about Oxford, prejjaring as if they would bt^siiige it, and 
gave the king’s army so much leisure, that his majesty 
might have been at Newcastle before they (iould liave been 
lialf way to him. But heaver!, when the ruin of a person 
or party is determined, always so infatiultes their counsels, 
as to make them instrumental to il themselves. 

The king let slip this grcjai o])portunity, as some thought,^ 
intending to break into the associated (roiinties of Nortli- 
ampton, Cambridge, and Norfolk, whei-i* he had some in- 
terests forming. What the dt‘sigii was we knew not, but 
the king turns eastward, and inarches into Ledeestershire, 
and having treated the country hut very indifllu'ently, as 
having deserved no better of us, laid sieg(j to Leicester. 

Tills was but a short siege*, ; for the king, resolvirij^ not 
to lose time, fell on with his great guns, and having bSten 
down their works, our foot entered, afler a vigorous resist- 
ance, and took the town by stomi. Tlnue was some blood 
shed here, the town bcing*^ carried by assiiult ; but it was 
their own faults ; for, after the towri was taken, the soldiers 
and townsmen obstinately fought us in the market-place ; 
insomuch that the horse was called to nniter the town to 
clear die streets. But this was not all. J Was coinmaiided 
to advance with these horse, being three regiments, and to 
<‘nter the* town ; the foot, who were eiigag<*d in the streets, 
" crying out, Horse, lurse ! Immediately 1 .advanced to the 
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gate, for wc wore drawn up about musket-sliot from the 
Avm*ks, to have supporl^od our foot, in case of a siilly. 
H living seized the gate, I placed a guard of horse there, 
with orders to lat nobody pass in or out, and dividing my 
troops, rode up by two Avays toAvards ^the market-place; 
ilie garrison defending themselves in the market-place, and 
iij the churchyard, witli great obstinacy, killed us a great 
many tnen ; but as soon as our horse appeared, they de- 
iiiaudc'd (juarter, Avhich our toot refused them in the first 
lu'at., ‘ins is frequiint in all nations, in like cases; till at last 
they threw doAvn their arms, and yielded at discretion ; and 
tlieii, I can testify to the Avorld, that fair quarter Avas 
given them. 1 am the more particular in this relation, 
liaving been an e\^e-wiiness of the action, b(‘.cause the king 
was repi’oached in all the public libels, with which those 
times abounded, for liaving put a great many to death, and 
•haiij^(‘d tlie. committee of the . parlidment, and some Scots, 
ill cold blood, Avhicli Avas a notorious forgery ; and as I am 
sure there was no siudi thing done, so I must acknowledge 
1 never saAv any inclination in his majesty to cruelly, or to 
act anything Avhich was not practised by the general Jaws 
of Avar, and by men of honour in all nations. 

But the matter of SK’t, in respect to the garrison, was as 
I liavcTelatPd ; and, if they bad thrown down their arms 
sooiK‘r, they had had mercy sooner ; but it was not for a 
conquering army, entering a town by storm, to ofTor condi- 
tions of quarter in the streets. » 

Another circumstance; was, that a great many of the 
inhabitants, both men and Avomen, were killed, which is 
most true ; and the case •was thus. The inhahiUints, to 
sliow their over-forAvard z(*n.I to defend the town, fought in 
the breach ; nay? the v(;ry women, to the honour of the 
Leicester la^qp, if they like it, officiously did their parts ; 
nnd after the toAvn was taken, and when, if they had had 
any brains in their zeal, they would h&A^e kept their houses^ 

13 
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and been quiet, they fired upon our men out of their win-- 
dows and from the tops of their bouses, aTid threw tiles 
upon their heads ; and I had several ol* my men woimd(*d 
so, and seven or eight killed. This (5xasj)eratcd us to 
the last degree ; and finding one house better manned thtin 
ordinary, and many shot fired at us out of the windows, 
I caused my men to attack it, resolved to make them an 
example for the rest; which they did, and breaking open 
the doors, they killed all they found there, without dis- 
tinction ; and I appeal to the world if they were to blame. 
If the parliament committee, or the Scots' deputies, were here, 
they ought to have been quiet, since the town was taken ; 
but they began with us, and, I think, brought it ujx>ii 
themselves. This is the whole case, so far as camci witliiii 
my knowledge, for which his majesty was so much abused. 

We took here Colonel Gray and Captain Hacker, and 
about three hundi’ed 'prisoners, and about three hundred 
more were killed. This was the last day of May, 1G45.» 

Ilis majesty having given over Oxford for lost, continued 
here some days, viewed the town, ordered the fortifica- 
tions to be augmented, and prepares to make it the scat of 
Avar. But the parliament, roused at this appearance of th( 
king’s army, orders their general to raise the siege of Ox- 
ford, Avhere the garri.son had, in a sjilly, ruined some of 
their works, and killed them one hundred and fifty men, 
taking S€^veral prisoners, and carrying them with them int<» 
the city; and# orders him to march towards Leice>ster to 
observe the king. , 

The king had now a small, but gallant army, all brave- 
tried soldiers, and seemed eager fu engage the new-modelled 
army; and his majesty, hearing that Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
having raised the siege of Oxford, advanced towards liini, 
fairly saves him the trouble of a long majfch, and meets 
him half way. 

The army by at* Dav entry, and Fairfax at Towcester, 
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about eiglit miles off. Here the king sends away six hun- 
dred horse, witli three thousand head ol‘ cattle, to relieve 
liTs people in Oxford ; the cattle ho might have spared better 
than the men. -The king having thus victualled Oxford, 
changes his lesolution of fighting Fairfax, to whom Crom- 
well was now joined with four tliousaiill men, or was within 
a day’s march, and marches northward. This was unhappy 
counsel, because late given. Had we marclied northward 
at first, we had done it ; but thus it was. Now we marched 
with a triumphing enemy at our heels, and at Naseby their 
advanced parties attacked our rear. The king, upon this, alters 
his resolution again, and resolves to fight, and at midnight 
calls us up at Ilai-borough U) come to a council of war. Fate 
and tlie king’s opinion detefmined the council of war ; and 
it was resolved \o fight. Accordingly the van, in which 
was Prince Itiipert’s brigade of horse, of which my regi- 
ment was a part, countermarche.d oarly in the moniing. 

^ Hy five o’clock in the morning, the whole army, in order 
of battle, began to descry the enemy from the rising 
grounds about a mile from Naseby, and moved towards 
them. I’liey were drawn up on a little ascent in a large 
common fallow field, in one line, extending from one side 
ol* the field to the other, the field something more than 
a mije over ; our army in the same order, in one line, with 
the reserves. 

TJie king led the main battle of foot, Prince Rupert the 
right wing of the horse, and Sir Marmaduke Langdale the 
left. ■ Of the enemy Fairfa.>C and Skippon led the body, 
Cromwell and Eoseter the right, and Ireton the left. The 
numbers of both armies so equal, as not to differ five 
hundi’ed men, fcavo that the king had most horse by about 
one thousand, g-rid Fairfax most foot by about five hundred. 
The nunAer was in each army about eighteen thousand 
men. * 

The armies coming close up, tl*e wings engaged first. 
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The prince with his right wing charged with his wonted 
fury, and drove all the parliament’s w.ing of horse, one divi- 
sion excepted, clear out of the field. Ireton, who coin- 
manded this wing, give him his due, rallied .often, and fouglit 
like a lion ; but our wing bore down all befeve them, and 
pursued them wu'th st terrible execution. 

Ireton, seeing one division of his horse left, r('paired to 
them, and keeping his ground, fell foul of a brigade of ^)ur 
foot, who corning up to the h(?ad of the line, he like a mad- 
man charges them with his horse. But they with their 
pikes tore them to pieces ; so that this division was entirely 
ruined. Ireton himself, thrust through the thigh with a 
j)ike, w’'ounded in the face with a halberd, was unhorsed 
and taken prisoner. • 

Cromwell, who commanded the parliament’s right wing, 
charged Sir Marmaduke Langdale with extraoiTlinary fury ; 
but he,. an old tried soldier, stood Hrm,^nd n^ccived the 
charge with equal gallantry, exchanging all tlndr slmt, 
carabines, and pistols, and then fell on sword in hand. 
Ilos(‘.ter and Whaley had th(» better on the point of the wung, 
and routed two divisions of horse, pushe<l them behind the 
reserves, where they rallied, Jind charged again, but were 
at last defeated ; the rest of the horse, now i harged in the 
fiank, retreated fighting, and were pushed behind the re- 
serves of foot. 

l^^hile this was doing, the foot engaged with equal fierce- 
ness, and for two hours there was a terrible fire. The king’s 
foot, backed witli gallant ofiiviers, and full of rage at the 
rout of their horse, bore dovrn the enemy’s brigade led by 
Skippon. The old man wounded, kleeding, retreats to their 
reserves. All the foot, except the generars brigade, were 
thus driven into the reserves, where their ^officers *rallicd 
them, and brought them on to a fresh charge ; an'd liere the 
horse having driven our horse above a quarter of a mile 
fivm the foot, face abovt, and fall in on the rear of the foot. 
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ILid our right wing done thus, the day had been secured ; 
but l*rinco Rupert, according to his custom, following the 
ilying enemy, never concerned himsiilf with the safety of 
those behind ; mid yet he returned sooner than he had done 
in like cases too. At our return we found nil in (jonfusion, 
oiir foot broken, all but one brigade, wliich, though cliarged 
in the front, flank, and rear, could not be broken, till Sir 
TliDmas Fairfax himself came up to the charge with fresh 
men, and then they were rather cut in pieces than b(;aten ; 
tor tiny stood with their pikes charged every way to the hist 
extremity. 

In this condition, at the distance of a quarter of a mile, 
we saw the king rallying his liorse, and preparing to renew 
th(' fight; and our wing of horse coming up to him, gave 
him ()})portunity*to draw up a large body of liorse ; so large, 
that all th(‘, enemy’s horse facing us, stood still and looked 
on, but did not t^ik fit to charg^t us, till their foot, who 
had entirely brciken our main battle, were put into order 
again, and brought up to ua. 

The officers about tlu^ king advised his majesty rather to 
draw ofl*; for, since our foot were lost, it would be too much 
odds to expose the horse to the fury of their whole army, 
and would be but sacrificing his best troops, without any 
hojies, of success. 

The king, though with great regret at the loss of his foot, 
yet seeing there was no other hope, U)ok this advice, and re- 
treated in good order to Ilai’borough, an^ from th(3nce to 
Leicester. ^ 

This was the occasion of the enemy having so gi’oat a 
number of prisoners ; foifthe, horse being thus gone off, tlie 
loot had no irieaAs to make tht*ir retreat, and were obliged 
to yieftl theWelves. Commiasary-genenil Ireton being 
taken by a’cmitain of foot, makes tlic captain his prisoner, 
to siive his Hfe, and gives him his liberty for his courtesy 
before 
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Cromwell and Roseter, with all the enemy’s horse,, followed 
ns as far as Leicester, and killed all that they could lay hold 
on straggling from the body, but durst not attemj)t to charge 
us in a body. The king expecting the enemy would come 
to Leicester, removes to Ashby-de-la-Zouch, ^’here we had 
some time to recollect ourselves. 

This was the most fatal action of the whole war ; not so 
much for the loss of our cannon, ammunition, and l>aggag(i, 
of which the enemy boasted so much, but as it was impos- 
sible for tlie king ever to retrieve it. The foot, the best 
that he was ever master of, could never be supplied ; his 
army in tlie west was exj)osed to certain ruin ; the north 
ovei'nm witli the Scots ; in sliort, the case grew despcirate, 
and the king was once upon the^pomt of bidding us aU dis- 
band, and shift for ourselves. ‘ 

We lost in this fight not above two thousand slain, and 
the parliament near as many, but the ])rij(|pers were a great 
number; the whole body of foot being, as 1 have silid, 
dispersed, there were four thousand five hundred prisoners, 
besides four hundred officers, two thousand horses, twelve 
pieces of cannon, forty baiTels of powder, all the king’s 
baggage, coaches, most of his servants, and his secretary, 
with his cabinet of letters, of which tlie parliament mailc 
grciat improvement, and, basely enough, caused kis private 
letters between his majesty and the queen, her majesty’s 
letters to the king, and a great deal of such stuff*, to be 
printed, ^ 

After this fatal blow, being retreated, as I have said, to 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, in Leicestc^rshire, the king ordered us 
to divide ; his majesty with a body of horse, about three 
thousand, went to Lichfield, and through Chl\sliij‘e into Nortli 
Wales, and Sir Marmadukc Langdale, vdfii abdiit two 
thousand five hundred, went to New ark. 

The king remained in Wales for several months; and 
tJiough the length of tlfe war had almost drained that country 



OF A CAVALIEE. 


123 


of men, yet the king raised a great many men .there, re- 
^(trnited his liorse regiments, and got togethiT six or sew on 
ri‘giments of foot, which seemc<l to look like the beginning 
of a luwv army. 

And now his mnjesly was resolved to make one' advent- 
lure more, and it was a. strange one ; for, with but a hand- 
iUl of men, he made a desperate march, almost two hundred 
and* fifty mill's, in the middle; of th(' whole kingdom, com- 
])assed about with armies and ])arti(;s innumerable, travea'Sed 
tlit; h(.*a(t of his enemy’s country, entxwd their associated 
counties, where no army had ever yet come, and, in spiti; of 
all their victorious trooj)S facing and following him, alarmed 
oven London itself, and returni'd sjiii; to Oxford. 

Ilis majesty ^continued m W ales from the battle at Naseby 
till the 5th or 6th of August, and till he had an account 
from all parts of the pT'ogi'ess of his emunies, and the posture 
of his own affiiiri. . , • 

. * Here wi; found that the enemy, being hard pressed in 
Somerset sli ire by the Lord Goring, and Lord Hampton's 
forces, who had taken Bridgewater, and distressi'd Taunton, 
wliich was now at the point of sun’eiidcT, they had ordered 
Fairfax and Cromwell, and the whole army, to manb west- 
ward, to relieve the town ; which they did, and Goring’s 
troo})s w^ere worsted, and himself wounded at the fight at 
Langport. 

The Scots, who were always the dead weigiit upon the 
king’s afliiirs, having no more work do in the north, 
were, at the parlian^ent’s desire, advanced southward, and 
then ordered away towards South Wales, and were si*t 
<lown to the sii'gi; of flerefbrd. Here this famous Scotch 
anny spi'iit several months iji a fruitless siege, ill provided 
of arnmuniticfi, and worse with money ; and having sat 
near three jaontlis before tlie town, and done little but eat 
up the country round them, upon the repeated accounts 
of the progress of the Marquis of* Montrose in that kihg- 
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flom, and pressing instances of tlieir countrymen, they 
resolved to raise tlieir sieg( and . go home to relieve 
their friends. 

The king was 'willing to be rid of tKe Scots upon 
good terms; and iherelore to hasten iheni, and lest 
they should prelend to push on the sie .5 to take the 
town first, gives it out, that he was resolved with 
all his foT’ces to go into Scotland and join Montros(» 
and so having s(*cured Scotland, to renew the war Irom 
thence. ^ 

And accordingly his majesty marchc'S northwards, with 
a body of four thousand horse; and had the king really 
dom^ this, and with that body of horse marchi^l away 
(for he had the start of all his enemies, by above a fort- 
night’s march), lie had then had the fairest opportunity for a 
general turn of all his affairs, that he ever had in all the 
latter part of this war : ** for Montrose, a gallant, daring 
soldii^r, who from the least shadow of force* in the fa.T*thest 
corner of his country, had, rolling tike a snowball, s])r('ad 
all over Scotland, 'svas come into the south parts, and had 
summoned Edinl^urgh, frightened away their stati*smen, 
beaten their soldiers at Dundee and other places ; and let- 
ters and Tness(*ngers, in the heels of one anf)tliei‘, re])(‘ated their 
cries to th<*ir brethren in England, to lay ])efore them. tin* 
sad condition of the country, and to hasten tin; army to 
their relief. The Scots’ lords of the (*nemy’s party tied to 
Berwick, and the, chancellor of Scotland goes himself to 
General Lesly, to press him for help. ^ 

In this extremity of affairs Scotland lay, when wc 
mtu-ehed out of Wales. The Scots lA tlm siege of Hereford, 
hearing the king was gone northward with his horse, con- 
cluded he was gone directly for Scotland, an^ immecfiately 
sent L(*sly with four thousand horse anjJ foot to^ follow, but 
did not yet raise the siege. 

But the king, still iffesolute, turns away -to the cast- 



MEMOIllS OF A CAVALIER. 


125 


ward, and comes to Lichfield, where he showed his 
r(*s(‘ntmenls at Coloiiel Hastings for his easy surrender 
M* Leic(‘ster. 

Ill this inarQli tlie (inomy took heart ; we had troops of 
Jiorse on e^ery side upon us, like hounds started at a fresli 
slag. LesJy, with the Scots, and a fttrong hody, followi*d 
in our rear, Major-general Pointz, Sir John Gell, Colonel 
IJosgter, and othin-s, in oiu' way ; tiny pretended to he ten 
tljousiiiid horse, and yet never durst lace us. Tlie Scots 
iin^de one attein])t upon a troop which stayed a little lx liiiid, 
and took some prisoners; hut wlnm a regiment of our 
l]ors(^ faced tlunn, they retired. At a village near Litdifield, 
anollit*r party of about a thousjind horse attacked my 
regiment ; W(* were on th« left ^of th(^ army, and at a little 
too far a dislanJe. T hapj>en(‘d to he with tlic king at that 
time, and my licmteiiant-colonel with him, so tliat the 
major had charge of the ri‘gimeut*; he made a very hand- 
s(*me d(‘fence, hut sent messengers I'or spe(*dy reliid’; we 
Wire on a niar(*h, and therefore all ready, and the king 
orders im*. a regiment of dragoons and three hundred horse, 
and the l)ody halted to bring us ofl’, not knowing how strong 
till* enemy niiglit he. When I came to the place, I femnd 
my major hard laid to, hut fighting like a lion ; the enemy 
had hrokp iu upon him in two places, and had routed one 
troo]), eutting them ofl" from the hody, and had made them 
all jirisomrs. Upon this 1 fell in with the three hundred 
liors(‘, and clearc‘d my major from a party who charged him 
ill tlm flank; the dragoons ininu-diately alighting, one jiarty 
(»f them conu's up <?u my wing, and siduting liie enemy 
with tlidr muskets, ]^ut them to a stand; the other 
]arty of dragoons wheeling to the h‘fi, endeavouring to 
get liKhind^them. The eiu*my ])ereeiving they should 
he overi)owered, retreated in as good order as they could, 
hut left US'* most of our jn-isonirs, and about thirty of 
Iln ir oAvn. , We lust about fiftecii of our men, ami tjn*. 
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sibmit forty, cliiofly by the fire of oiir dragoons in 
their retreat. 

In this posture we ccmtinued oiir march ; and though'' 
the king halted at Lichfield, which was a dangerous article*, 
having so many of the* c*n(^my’s troops upon his hands ; and 
this time gnve^ th(‘n) •opportunity to get into a body; yet 
the Scots with their Gc?nc‘ral Lcsly, resolving for the* nortli, 
the rest of tlici troops were not able to face ns, till haying 
ravaged the enemy’s country ihrough Staffordshire, War- 
wick, L(*icester, and Nottinghamshire, we came to the 
lcagu(*r before Newark. 

The king was once more in the mind to have gone into 
Scotland, and called a council of war to that purpose ; ])ut 
then it was resolved by ands« that it would be* too latci 
to attempt it; for the Scots, and Major-Genehil Poiniz, were 
before us, and several strong bodies of liorse in our r(*ar ; 
and there was no venturing now, unless any advantage* |)re-' 
sented to rout one of those parties whicli attended us. 

Uiion these, and like considerations, we resolved for 
Newark ; on our aj>j)roaeh, the forces which blocked up 
that town drew off, beijig U)o weak to oppose us ; for the 
king was now al)ov(5 five thousjind horse and dragoons, 
besides three hundred liorse and dragoons he took with him 
from Newark. , 

We halted at N(*wark to assist the garrison, or give them 
time rather to furnish theniscdves from the country with 
what they wanted, which they were vcTy diligent in doing ; 
for, in two days’ &me, they filic^d a large island, which lies 
under th^ toAvn, between the two branches of the Trent, 
with sheep, oxen, cows, and horsc‘s„an incredible number; 
and our affairs being now something desj)erate, we were not 
very nice in our usage c»f the country ; for rerflly if^t was 
not with a resolution both to punish the enemy and enrich 
ourselves, no man can give any rational accouht why this 
desperate journey was lindertuken. 
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It is certain tAe Ncwarkers, in the resj)ite they gainc'd by 
<nir coming, got above 50,000/. from the country round 
them, in corn, cattle, money, and other plunder. 

From lienee .we broke into Lincolnsliire, and the king 
lay at Belvcir Castle, and from BeJvoir Castle to Stamford. 
Tlie swiftness of our march was a tefrible surprisci to the 
enemy ; tor oin^van being at a village on the great road 
ealleil Stilton, the country peojde fled into the isle of Ely 
and every way, as if* all was lost. Indeed our dragoons 
tr(‘i\1(*d the country very coarsely; and all our men, in 
general, made theniselv(*s rich. Bt‘tweeri Stilton and Hunt- 
ingdon we had a small bustle with some of the associated 
troo])s of horse, but they were soon routed, and fled to 
Huntingdon, wh(*,ro tht^y gave J||ph an account of us to 
tJieir fellows, thUt they did northiuk fit to stay for us, 
but left their foot to defend themselves as well as they 
could. . 

Wiile this was doing in the van, a party from Burleigh 
iTouse, near Stamford, the seat of the Earl of Exeter, 
pursued four troops of our horse, who straggling towards 
Peterborough, and committing some disorders there, were 
surprised before they could get into a posture of fighting ; 
and encumbered, as 1 suppose, with their plunder, they were 
entiredy ryuted, lost, most of their horses, and were Ibrced to 
<(>me* away on loot; but finding themselves in this con- 
dition, they got into a body in the eiicJosui-es, and in that 
posture turning dragoons, they linc‘d the hedges, and fired 
upon the enemy with their caKibines. Thil way of fighting, 

• tliough not very ])leasdnt to troopcjrs, j)ut the enemy’s horse 
to some stand, and encouraged our men to venture into 
a v illage where ihe enemy had secaired forty of their horse ; 
and bcidly charging the guai-d, they beat them off, and 
recovering^ those horses, the rest made their retreat good to 
Wtmsford Bildge; but we lost near a hundred horses, and 
about twelve of our men taken prisoi^rs. 
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The next day the king took Huntingdon ; the foot which 
were left in the town, as 1 obscirved by their horse, had 
posted themselves at the foot of the bridge, and fortified tlfe 
pass, with such things as the haste and whortness of the 
time would allow; and in this posture they seemed resolute 
to defend tliemselves? I confess, had they in time planted a 
good force luTe, they might have ]mt a fulkptop to our little 
army ; for the river is large and deep, the country o.n the 
left marshy, full of drains and ditches, and unfit for horse, 
and we must have either turned back, or took the r^ght 
hand into Bedfordshire ; but lure not being above lour 
hundred foot, and they fors^iken of their horse, the resist- 
ance they made was to no other purpose* than to give us 
occasion to knock them dfshe bead, and plunder the town* 

Howewer, they defended the bridge., as*I have said, and 
opposc‘d our passage. 1 was this day in the van, and our 
forlorn having entered Huntingdon, without any great re- 
sistance*, till they came to the bridge, finding it barricaded, 
they sent me word; 1 caused the troops to halt, and rode; up 
to the* forlorn, to view tJie countenance of the* emuny, and 
found by the posture they had j)Ut themselves in, that they 
resolved to sell us the ])assiige as dear as tiny could. 

I sent to the king fiir some dragoons, and gave him 
account of what I obsc*rved of tin* enemy, and that 1 judged 
them to be a thousand men ; for 1 could not j)articuhu*ly 
seci tln*ir numbers. Accordingly, tin*, king ordered five hun- 
dr(;d dragoons to attack tin; bridge, cornmnuded by a major ; 
the enemy had two hundl•^^l Jiiusktiteers placed on tlic 
bridge, their barricade served tlieni for a l)r(jastwork on 
the front, and tin* low w^alls on thc^ l>ridge served to secure 
their flanks ; two bodies of their foot wer« placed on th<' 
o]>posite batiks of the river, and a reserve stooflon tke high' 
Avay on the rear. The number of their men could not have 
b(*en blotter order(*d, and they wanted not coilragi^ answer- 
able to the conduct of the party. Tiny were commanded 
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IjV one Bonnet, a resolute officer, who stood in the fi-ont of 
liis men on the bridge ^^uth a pike in his hand. 

"Belbrc we b4|tan to fall on, the king ordered to view the 
rivtT, to se(^ if ft was nowhere passable, or any l)oat to be 
liad ; hut the river being not fordabh^ and tlie boats all 
seenred on the other side, the attack was resolved on, and 
lh«* drago^^ms fell on with extraordinary bravery. The foot 
(l(‘fended thenisdves obstinately, and beat off our dragoons 
twice ; and though Bennet wtis killed upon the spot, and 
jiftc'r.hini his lieutenant, yet their ofiic(*rs relieving them 
with fresh m(‘n, tliey would certainly have beat us all off, 
liad not a venturous fellow, one of our dragoons, thrown 
Ijimstdf into tlie riv(*r, swam over, and, in the midst of a 
shovviir of musket-bullets, cift thditope which tied a great 
flat-hottoined boat, and brought her over. With the help 
ot* lliis boat, I got over a hundred troopcTS first, and then 
tli(‘ir horses, and then two hundred more without their 
iiors«?s ; and with this party fell in with one of the small 
bodies of loot that were j)osted on that side, and having 
routed them, mid, after tluiin, the reserve which stottd in the 
road, 1 made up to the other party ; they stood their 
j^roimd, and having rallied the runaways of both the 
other parties, cliarged me witli their pikes, and broiiglit me 
to a retreat ^ but by this time the king had sent over three 
liundred men more, and they coming up to me, the foot re- 
tr(!ated. Tlios<‘ on the bridge finding how it was, and hav- 
ing no supplies sent th(»Tn, :xh belbre, fainti'd^and fled ; and 
the dragoons rushing lly-ward, hiost of them were killed ; 
uhout a hundred and fifty of tlie enemy were killed, of 
^vliich all the officers at thcfbridgt*, the rest ran away. 

The toAvn suffehc^d lor it ; for our men left them little 
of anythiiHg theyjcould carry. Here we lialte^d, and raised 
<-ontributions, took money of the country, and of the ojKin 
towns, to exempt them from plunder. Twice we faced the 
town of Cambridge, and several of our •officers advised his 
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majesty to storm it ; but having no foot, and but twelve 
hundred dragoons, wiser heads diverted him from it; and 
leaving Cambridge on the left, we marche^jlto Woburn, In 
Bedfordsdiire, and our ])arties raised money over all tlu^ 
county, quite into Hertfordshire, within five* milc^s of St. 
Albans. 

The swiftness of our march, and uncertainty which way 
we intendiid, prevented all possible prej^aration to oppose us, 
and we met with no party able to make, liead against us. 
From Woburn, the king went ihrougli Buckinghaixi to 
Oxford ; some o£ our men straggling in the villages for 
plunder, were often picked up })y the (*nemy ; bnl in all 
this long march, we did not lose' two huiidrcHl men, got an 
incredible booty, and lirouglA six waggons loadim with 
money, besid(‘s two thousand liorses, and three thousand 
head of cattle, into Oxford. 

From Oxford his mujt;sty moves again into Gloucester- 
shire, having left about fifteen hundred of his horse atOx- 
ford, to scour tlie coiintry, and raises contributions, wdiicli 
they did as fur as Reading. 

Sir Thomas Fairfiix was returned from taking Bridge- 
water, and was sjit dowm before Bi’istol, in wliieli Prince 
Rupert eommandc^d, with a strong garrison, two tliousajul 
five hundred foot, and one themsand borhc. Wii had not. 
force enough to attempt ujiytliing tliere; but the Scots, who 
lay still before Hereford, were afj*aid of us, having before; 
pfirted with all^ their horse* undc^r Lieutenant-General Lesly, 
and but ill stored witli pj oVisions; and, if we came on their 
backs, were in a fair way to be starved, or made to buy 
thidr provisions at the jn*iee of tVeir blood. 

Ilis majesty was sensible of tliis, and had wo had button 
rogiments of foot, would certainly have foflgbt the Scots; 
])ut we had no foot, or so few as not worth while to march 
tliem. However, the king marched to Worcester, and the 
" Scots apprehending Uiey should be blocked. up, immediately 
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raised the siege, prof eridiiig it was to go to help tlieir brethren 
in Seotland, and away marched northwards. 

W e picked up some of their stragglers, but they were so 
poor, had been s^o ill paid, and so harassed at the siege, that 
they had neuh(jr money nor clothes ; and the poor soldiers 
fed upf>Ti ap])]es and roots, and ate the v(^ry gre(*n corn as it 
grew in the fields, which reduc(*d them to a vt*ry sorry con- 
ditioir of health, for they died like peo])le infected with the 
plague. 

It* was now debated wlu^ther we should yet march for 
Scotland, but two -ihings prevented. 1. The jdague was 
broke out there, and multitudes died of it, which made the 
king bhclvAvard, and tlu^ men more backward. 2. The 
Marquis oi* MonJtrtKse having routed a wliole brigade of 
Lesly’s best horse, and carrii^d all bidure him, wrote to his 
majesty that ho did not now want assistance, but was in 
• hopes in a few days to send a.body l)f‘ foot into England, to 
liiig ‘majesty’s asslstanca*. This over confidence of his was 
his ruin ; lor, on the. contrary, had he earn(‘stly pressed the 
king to have marched, and fallen in with his horse, the king 
liad doiu; it, and been absolutely master of Scotland in a 
ibrtnight's time ; but Montrose was too confident, and defied 
tlicni all, till at last tliey got tJieir forces togi*ther, and 
Les]y,.wutlr his hors(; out of England, and worsted liim in 
two or three encounters, and then never left him till they 
drove, him out of Scotland. 

While his majc*sty stayi'd at Worc(‘slcr si^reral messengers 
came to liim from Cly*shire fin* relief' being exceedingly 
straitened by the fbrc.es of the parliament ; in order to 
wliich, the king marched; but Shrewsbuiy being in the 
enemy’s hands, he. was obliged to go round by Ludlow, 
wlier(‘ life was joined by some foot out of Wales. 1 took 
this opportuhi^ to ask his majesty’s leave to go by Shrews- 
bury to my lather’s, and taking only two servants, 1 lell the 
itnny two days* before they mai*ched. * 

• x 2 
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This was the most imsoldior-like action that ever I was 
guilty of, to go out of the army to pay a visit, when a time 
of action was just at hand ; and, tliough I protest I had not 
the least intimation, no, not from my own thoughts, that the 
army would c^.ngagCj at least before th(»y came to Chester, 
before wdiich 1 inttmded to meet them ; yot it looked so ill, 
so like an excuse, or a sham of cow^ardice,* or disaffection to 
the e^iuse, and to my master’s interest, or something f know 
not wdiat, that 1 could not bear to think of it, nor never htid 
the li(*art to sec the king’s face after it. 

From Ludlow the king marched to relieve Chester : 
Poyntz, who commanded the parliannmt’s forces, follows the 
king, with design to join wdth the forces bt‘l()j*e Chester, 
under Colonel Jones, before the king coijld come up. To 
that end, Poyntz passes through Shrewsbniy the day that 
the king marched from Ludlow ; y(‘t the king’s forces got 
the start of liim, and folded him to engage. Had tin? king 
engaged him but three hours sooner, and cons(^cjuentlyTa,r- 
thcr off from Chester, he had ruined him ; tor P(»yntz’s 
men, not able to stand the diock of the king’s horse, gave 
ground, and would in half an hour more have been beaten 
out of the field ; but Colonel Jones, with a strong party 
from the camp, wdiich was within two miles, comt's uj) in the 
heat of the action, fills on in the king’s rear, ami turned the 
scale of the day. The body was, after an obstinate fight, 
defeated, and a great many gentlemen of quality killed and 
taken prisoners^ the Earl of Lic’Jifield was of the number 
of the former, and sixty-seven officers of the latter, with a 
thoustind others. 

The king, with about five hund^'cd horse, got into Chester, 
and from thence into Wales, whither all that could getaway 
made up to him as fast as they could, but irit a bad dbndition. 

This was the last stroke they struck ; t^ie rest of the war 
was nothing but taking all his garrisons from him, one by 
*one, till they finished ^;hc war witli the captivating his person, 
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jiiid tlien, for want of other business, fell to fighting with one 
aiiother. 

1 was quite disconsolate at the news of this last action, 
and the more, because I was not there ; my regiment was 
wholly dispersed, my lieutenant-colonej, a gentleman of a 
good Ian lily, and a near relation to my mother, was pri- 
simer, my major and tliree captains killed, and most of the 
rest pfisoners. 

The king, hopeless of any considerable party in Wales, 
llrisfol being surrendered, sends for 1 Vince Rupert and 
Prince Maurice, wdiO came to him. With them, and the 
Lord Digby, Sir Marrnaduke Langdale, and a great train of 
genticinon, his majesty marches to N(‘wark again, leaves a 
thousand horse w^th Sir William Vaughan, to attempt the 
relief of Chester, in doing whereof he was routed the second 
liinc^ by Jones and his men, and entirely dispersed. 

■ The chief strength the king* h*ad in these parts was 
NoAvark, and the parliament were very earnest with the Scots 
to march scaithward, and to lay siege to Newark ; and while 
the j)arlianient j)ressed them to it, and they sat still and 
deliiytid if., several heats began, and some ill blood between 
tliein, which allerwards broke out into oj>en war. The 
English reproached the Scots with pretending to help them, 
and really Rindering their affairs. The Scots returned, that 
they came to fight for them, and are left to be starved, and 
can neither get money nor clothes. At last they came to 
this : the Scots will come to the siege if tbe^parliamcnt will 
S(‘nd them money, bu^ not before. However, as people 
i^)oner agree in doing ill than in doing well, they came to 
terms, and the Scots cameAvith their whole army to the siege 
cf Newark. , 

The king,^ forctaecing the siege, calls his friends about him, 
tells them lie sj^es his circumstances are such that they can 
Iit'lp him but little, nor he protect them, and advises them to 
^^<‘parate. The 'Lord Digby, with Sir ISfarmaduke Langdale, * 
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with a strong hody of horse, attempt to get into Scotland to 
join with Montrose, who was still ?n the Highlands, though 
reduced to a low ehh ; hut these gentlemen ai-e fallen upoa 
on every side and rrnited, and at last being totally broken 
and dispers(‘d, theydly to the Earl of Derby’s j)rotection in 
the Tsle of Man. 

Prince Ru])ert, Prince Maurice, Colonel Gerard, and above 
four hundred gentlemen, all officers of horse, lay tlunt* com- 
missions down, and seizing upon Woot on -hous(» for a retreat, 
make proposals to the parliament to l(*ave the kingdom, *upon 
their parole, not to rotuni again in arrn’M against tin* parlia- 
ment, which Avas accepted, though afterwards the princes 
declined it. I s(‘nt my man post to the prince to be includofl 
in this treaty, and for ](*ave for all that A\V‘uld acc('pt of Iik<“ 
conditions, but they had given in the list of their names, and 
could not alter it. 

This was a sad time ; the j>oor remains of the king’s for-* 
tunes went everyAvhere to wreck ; evc'ry garrison of the 
enemy was full of the caA^alier prisoners, and (wery garrison 
the king had was beset Avith (»nemies, tdther blocked up or 
besi('ged. Goring and the Lord ITopton AV(‘re the only 
remainder of tlie king’s forces which ke]:)t in a body, find 
Fairfax Avas pushing them AAUth all imaginable vigour Avith 
his whfde aimiy, about Exeter, and otlier parts of'Devonshire 
and Cornwall. 

In this condition the king h»ft Newark in the niglrt, and 
got to Oxford. •The king haej in Oxford eiglit thousand men; 
and in the toAvns of Banbury, Farriugton, Dunnington Castle, 
and such places, as might haA^e been brought together in 
twenty-four liours, fifteen or tA^nty thousand men, with 
which, if h<‘ had then resolved to have (|uitte/l the place, and 
collected the forces in Worcester, Hereford, Lichfjela, Ashby- 
de-la-Zouch, and all the small castles and garrisons he had 
thereabouts, he might have had near forty thousand men, 
might have beaten the Scots from Newark', Colonel Jones 
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{j oin Chostor, and all before Faii-fiix, who was in the west^ 
c-^mld be able to come tD their relief, and this his majesty’s 
friends in North MV ales had concerted ; and, in order to it, Sir 
Jacob Ashb^ gathered what Unices he could, in our parts, 
ajid attein])t(‘d to join the hing at Oxfijrd, and to have pro- 
]K)sed it to him ; l)nt Sir Jae.ob was entirely routed at Stow- 
on"tli(‘-Wold, and taken j)risoner, and of three thousand men 
not above six huJidred came to Oxford. 

All th(* king’s garrisons dropt one by one ; II(T(*ford, which 
had* stood out against the whole army of the Scots, was 
surprised by six men and a lieut(*nant, dressed up for comitry 
Ia})onrc‘rs, and a coiistalJt; j)rc‘ssed to work, who cut the 
guards in piee(*s, and 1(4. in a J^arly of the enemy. 

rh(ist(;r was r(;du(^e(l by famine, all the attempts the king 
made to relieve it being fnislrat<‘d. 

Sir Thomas Fairfax routed the Lord Hopton tit Torring- 
ton, and drove* him to such .extrefnities that he was forced 
up into the laj*llu*st corner of Cornwall* The Lord Hoptoii 
had a gallant body of horse with him of iiiiie brigades, but 
no foot ; Fairliix, a great army. 

Ib'arlless, mid tiled out with continual ill nows and ill 
success, 1 had trecpient im^etings ivith some gcmtleimm, who 
had escap(*d from tin* rout of Sir William Vaughan, and wc 
agrt‘ed up^u a. meeting at Worcester of all the fri(*nds we 
could get, to see if we could raise a body fit to do any ser- 
vice^ or, if not, to consider what was to be done. At this 
meeting we had almost as many opinion# as people; our 
strength ajipeared too dveak to make any attempt, the game 
was 1,00 far gone in our j>arts to be? ri'trieved ; all we could 
make up did not amount^ to above eight hundred hoi'se. 

Jt was unapimously agi’oed not to go in to the parliament 
as long^as our iioyal master did not give up the cause ; but 
in all places, pud by all possible methods, to do liim all the. 
service we could. Some projK)St'd one thing, some another : 
at last we proposed getting vesseltf to^carry us to the Isle oT 
j K 4 
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Man, to the Earl of Derby, a« Sir Marmaduke Langdale, 
Lord Digby, and others had done. # I did not foresee any 
service it would be to the king’s affairs, but I started a 
proposal, that, inarching to Pembroke in a f)ody, we. should 
there seize upon all the vessels we could, and embarking 
ourselves, horses, and what foot we could g<!t, cross the 
Severn sea, and land in Cornwall to tlic assistance of Prince 
Charles, who was in the army of the Lord llopton; and 
where only then* seemed to be any poasibility of a chance 
for the remaining part of our causes 

This proposiil was not without its difficulties, as how to 
get to the sea-side, and, when there, what assurance of 
shipping. The enemy, under Major-General Langhorn, had 
oven*un Wales, and it would be*nexi to in^possible to effect 
it. 

We could never carry our proposal with the whole assem- 
bly ; but, however, aboift two Jiundred of us resolved to at- 
tempt it, and the meeting being broke* up without coming to 
any conclusion, we had a private meeting among ourseJvciS 
to effect it. 

Wc despatched private messengers to Swansea and Pem- 
broke, and other places, but they all discouraged us from 
the attempt that way, and advised us to go hight*r towards 
North WakiS, where i he king’s interest had more* fl'i(»nds, and 
the parliament no forces. Upon this we met, and resolv(*d, 
and having sent several messengers that way, one of my men 
provided us twO|Small vessels in a little ci eek near Harleigh 
(’astle, in Merionethshire. Wc ma^rched away with what 
expedition wc could, and embarked in the two vessels ac- 
cordingly. It was the worst voyiige sure that ever man 
went ; for, first, we had no manner of accommodation for so 
many people ; hay for our horses we got noiM?, or very little, 
* but good store of oats, which served us for qur own bread 
as w(*ll as provender for the horses, 

• In this condition wfe put off to sea, and had a fair wind 



MEMQIRS OF A CAYALIEB. 


137 


all the first niglit, hut early in the morning a sudden storm 
^rov(‘ us within two cv tlirco leagues ol’ Ireland. In this 
pickle, sea-sick^ our horses rolling about upon one another, 
and ourselves stifled for want of room, no cabins nor beds, 
very cold weather, and very indifferei^t diet, we wished our- 
selves ashore again a thouscind times ; and yet we were not 
willing to go on shore in Ireland if we could help it ; lor the 
rebels having possession of ewery place, that was just having 
our throats cut at once. Having roll(‘d about at the mercy 
of die winds all day, the storm ceasing in the ev(?ning, we 
Tiad fair weather again, but wind enough, which being large, 
in two days and a night wc came upon the coast of CornwjiU, 
and, to oiir no small comfort, landed the next day at St. Ives, 
in the eount)^ of,(k)mwalL 

We rested ourselves here, and sent an express to the Lord 
Ilopton, who was then in Devonshire, ol* our arrival, and 
(k‘sired hun to assign us quarters, *and send us his farther 
(sxlers. llis lordship exi)rcssed a very great satisfaction at 
(Sir arrival, and left it to our own conduct to join him as we 
saw conveniiait. 

We were marching to join him, when news came that 
Fairfax had given him an entire defeat at Torringtori. This 
Avas but the old story over again ; Ave had been used to iU 
news a great whih,, and it Avas the less surprise to us. 

Upon this news we halted Jit Bodmin, till wc should hear 
farther ; and it was not long before we saAv a confirmation 
of thQ news before our eyes; for the Lord^IIopton, with the 
remainder of his hors®, which he had brought off at Torring- 
ton in a very shattered condition, retreated to Launceston, 
the first town in Cornwifll, and hearing that Fairfax pursued 
him, came on.to Bodmin. Hither lie summoned all the troops 
Avhich tie liad left, which, when lie had got together, were a 
fine body indc‘(‘d of five thousand horse, but few foot but 
AAdiat were at Pendennis, Barnstaple, and other garrisons ; 
these were commanded by the Lord Hopton ; the Lord 
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Goring had taken ftliipi)iiig for Fj*ance, to get relief, a few days 
before. • * ^ 

Here a grand council of war was called, and several things 
were proposed ; hut, as it alwaj^s is in distress, people are 
most irr<‘Solute, so it, Avas here. Some w(Te for breaking 
through by f()rce, our number being superior to the (memy’s 
horse. To fight them with their toot would bt^ desperation, 
and ridiculous; and to retreat Avould but b(i to (roop U]^ 
themselv<'s in a narnnv place, Avhere, at last, they must be 
forc(‘d 1(^ figlit U])on dis;idvautag(‘, or yield at merey. Others 
opy)osed this as a desperate action, and Without probability 
of suceess; and all w(‘re of diflereut opinions. 1 confess, 
when J saw hoAV things were, I s:iw it Avas a lost gaine, and 
1 Avasfor the opinion of bre^aking through and doing it noA\, 
Avliile the country Avas open and large, and not being Ibrced 
to it Avhen it must be Avith more disadvantiige ; but nothing 
was resolved on, and so we retreated b(‘l<)r(^ the eneniy. 
Some small skirmishes there happened near Bodmin, but 
none that were? very considerable. 

It was the first of March when Ave quitt(‘d Bodmin, and 
quartered at large* at Columb, St. Denis, and Truro, and tin* 
enemy txxik his quarters at Bodmin, }>osting liis Iiorse at the 
pisses from Padstow on the north, to Warbridge, L(‘stithel, 
and Foy, spreading so fi*om sc*a to sea, that noAv breaking 
through was impossible. There was no more* room for coim- 
sel ; for, unless we had ships to carry us off, Ave* had nothing 
to do but when ^e were fidlen uj)on, to defend ourseh'^es, 
and sell victory as dear as avc could the enemies. 

The Prince of Wales, s(*eing the distrc*ss we were in, and 
loath to fall into the eiuuny’s hands?, shi])s himself on board 
some vessel at Falmouth, Avith about four hundred lords and 
gentlemen; and, as I had no command luiit? to oblige my 
attendance, I was once going to make one ; but my comrades, 
whom I had been the- j)rincipal ocwisiou of bringing hither, 
began to take it ill that I would leave them*, and so I rc- 
bolved we would take^ our fate together. ^ 
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While thus we hjid nothing before usbutfisoldiers deatli, 

^ fiiir field and a strong en(‘Tny, and p(‘o])le began to look one 
ii])on another; the soldiers asked liow iJieir officers looked, 
and the offh^ers asked liow their soldiers looked, iind (?very 
day AVI*, expected to he our last, wl\,en, uiK»xpect(‘dly, the 
(‘iierny’s general sent a trumpet to Truro to my Lord Hopton, 
Avith a A’(*ry handsome gentlemanlike, offer. 

3*hat, since the general could not be ignorant of his pre- 
sent condition, and that the place he was in could not afford 
hiih subsistence or d(*fen(*(', and (‘spetdally considering, that 
1h(‘ state of our affairs was such that, if we should escape 
fi'oni thence, Ave could not rcanove to our advantage, he had 
thought good to lei us knoAv that, if w(‘ Avould deliver up 
<.»ur horses and ^irms, he Avould, for avoiding the effusion of 
Christian lilood, or the putting any nnsoldierly extreiniti(*s 
upon us, alloAV such honourable and safe conditions as 
AV(*re ratluT b('tter than ourprcsciitcircumstanc.es could de- 
mand, and such as should disebargt^ him to all the Avorld as 
a gt‘ntleman, as a soldier, and as a Christian. 

After this folloAved the conditions lu‘ would give us, which 
Avere as folloAV ; viz., That all the soldiery, as Avell English 
as for(‘ign(*rs, should have lib(‘rty to go beyond the s(‘as, or 
to tlunr own dwellings, as they ])leased ; and to such as shall 
chooser to live at home, prot(»ction for th(‘ir liberty, and from 
all vi()l(mce and jdundering of soldiers, and to give them bag 
and }«iggage, and all goods, exce 2 )t horses and arms. 

Thai for officers in commissions, and gt^ithmien of quality,* 
he would Allow thorn* hors(»s for themselves and one servant, 
or more, suitable to their quality, and such arms as are 
suitable to gcntlenn^n of such (juality travelling in times ol' 
peace; and ^nch officers as would go beyond sea, should 
take Avith thexA tlieir full arms and number of horses as are 
sillowed in the army to such officers. 

That all the troopers shall receive, on the delivery pf 
their horses,* twenty shillings a man to carry them home; 
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and the general’s pass ancl recommendation to any gentle- 
man who desirt's to go to the parliaiLient to settle the com- 
position lor their (‘states. 

Lastly, a very honourable mention of the gcmeral, and 
offer of their mediariem to the parliament, to treat him as a 
man of honour, and one who has been tender of the country, 
and behaved himself with all the moderation and candour 
that could be expc^cted fi'om an enemy. 

Upon tlu^ unexpected receipt of this message, a council 
of war was called, and the letter read; no man offered to 
S[)eak a word; the general moved it, but every one wa^ 
loath to b(‘gin. 

At last an old colonel starts up, and asked tlu* general, 
what he thought might occasion the writhing this letter ? 
The general told him, he could not tell ; but he could tell 
he was sure of one thing, that he knew what was not the 
occasion of it, viz., that is, not any want of force in their 
anny to oblige us to other terms. Then a doubt was 
started whether the king and parliament were not in any 
treaty, which this agi*eement might be prejudicial to. 

This occasioned a letter to my Lord Fairfax, wherein 
our general returning the civilities, and neither accepting 
nor refusing his proposal, put it uj)on his honour, 
whetlier there was not some agT'cement or chneession 
between his majesty and the parliament, in order to a 
general peace, which this treaty miglit be prejudicial- to, 
or thereby be prejiLidicial to us. 

The Lord Fairfax ingenuously declared he had heard 
the king had made some concessions, and he heartily 
wished he would make such as wcfald settle the kingdom 
in peace,, that Englishmen might not w’^ound an(\ destroy one 
another; butthathe declared he knew of no treaAy comrnenced, 
nor anything passed, which could give us the Ipast shadow 
of hoj)c for any advantage in not accepting his conditions. 
At last, telling us, that* though he did not insult over our 
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circunistancc^s, yet, if we thoiiglit fit, upon any such supposi- 
tion, to refuse his offer' 4 , he was not to se(‘k in^his measures. 

And it aj)j)eared so, for he iiriinodiately advanced his 
forlorns, and dispossessed us of two advanced quarters, and 
ther(‘l)y strifitcned us yet more. 

W(^ had now nothing to sjiy, hut freat, and our general 
was so sensible of our condition, that Iu‘ returned the 
trumpet with a safe conduct for eonimissioners at twelve 
o'clock that night; upon which a c(*ssation of arms was 
agived on, We ([uitling Truro to the Lord Fairfax, and lie 
Wl St. Albans to us to keep our head-quarters. 

Th(‘ conditions were soon agreed on ; we disbanded nine 
full brigades of horst*, and all the conditions were observ(»d 
with the most honour anti care by the eiuuny that ever I 
Kiw in my life. 

Nor can I omit to make vory lumonrablo mention of this 
nobl<‘ gentleman, though I did not like his cause ; but I 
TV'VcT saw a man of a more ph^asjint, calm, court eous, down- 
right honest behaviour in my life; and, tor his courage and 
l)(TsonaI brav(*j-y in the field, that wt* had fidt enough of. 
No m.an in the world had more fire and fury in him 
wliih* in action, or more tem])er and softness out of it. In 
shoi*t, and I cannot do him gi*eater honour, he came 
cxc(H'ding<y near the character of my foreign hero Giis- 
tavus Adolphus, and in my account is, of all the soldiers 
in Kurope, the fittest to be reckoned in the sc^cond place of 
honour to him. » , 

I liad particular oce^ision to se(» much of his temper in all 
this action, being one of the liostagi^s given by our general 
for the performanc(^ of tlic conditions, in which circumstance 
the g(‘neral did me sevcu*al tiiriv's the honour to send to me to 
dine wUh liim ; and was exceedingly pleased to discourse 
^vith me about the passagcjs of the wai-s in Germany, which 
1 had served in, he having been at the same time in the 
Low Countries, in the service of Rince Maurice ; but 1 
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observed, if at any time my civilities extended to commen- 
dations of his own act ions, and csp(‘(;Jally to comparing him 
to Giistaviis !Adol])hus, lie would Wusli like a woman, and 
be uneasy, declining the discourse, and in this he was still 
more like him. • 

Let no man scruplfc my honourable mention of this noble 
enemy, since no man can suspect me of liivouring the cause 
he embarked in, whicli I starved as heartily against as any 
man in tlie army ; but I cannot concetil extraordinary merit 
for its being placed in an enemy. 

This was the end of our making war;, for now wc wc;^ 
all under parole never to bear arms against the parliament; 
and tliough some of us did not keep oiir word, yet 1 think a 
soldier’s pan)le (Higlit to be thd most sacred in such case, 
that a soldier may be the easier trusted at all times uj)on 
his Avord. 

For my part, T went home fully contented, since I could 
do my royal master no better service, that I had comc’ojf 
no worse. 

The enemy going noAv on in a full current of succ(;ss, and 
the king reduced fo the last extremity, and Fairfax, by 
long marches, being come back Avithin five mih's of Oxford, 
his majesty, loath to be cooped up in a toA\^n Avhich could 
on no account hold long out, quits the town in a disguise, leav- 
ing Sir Thomas Glenham governor, ami being only attended 
with Mr. Ashlmrnham and one niorc^, rides away to Newark, 
^ and there fiitalljj committed himself tc the honour ami 
fidelity of the Scots, under Gc^neral ljj:‘ve.n. 

There had been some little bickering between the parlia- 
ment and the Scots’ conniussioners, concerning the proposi- 
tions which the Scots Avere for a tre^aty with the king upon, 
and the parliam(;nt rc!fuKC‘d it. The parliqrnent, hpon all 
proposals of peace, had f<>rm(irly invited the king to coiiu; 
and throw himsedf upon the honour, fidelity, aud affection 
t'f his parliament ; anil now the king from Oxford offering 
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\o come np to London, on the protection of the parliament 
tor the siifety of his person, they refused him, and the Scots 
differed from them in it, and were fur a p(,TSon:il treaty. 

Tliis, in oiir-opinion, was the reason which j)rompled the 
Ivinf!^ to tlu*?>w himself upon the fidelity of the Scoots, who 
n'iilly by their infidelity had been the* ruin of all his affairs, 
and now, l)y tluur perfidious breach of lionour and faith 
witli, liim, will be virtually and mediately the ruin of his 
j)(*rson. 

^flie Scots were, as all the nation besides tlu‘m was, sur- 
jjj-isi'd at file kinjj’s coming among tluiin : tlic parliamcint 
t)(g«an very high witli him, and sent an order to (ieiuiral 
L<*ven lo send tin* king to Warwi(‘k Castle; but he was not 
so hasty to ])art Avilh so lieh a prize. As soon as the king 
eam(‘ to the gefieral, h(i signs an ord('r to Colonel liellasis, 
the gov('rnor of* NeAvark, to surrender it, and immediately 
the Scots decam]) homewards, cariying the king in the 
camp Avith tlu‘m; and, marching on, a house was ordered 
to 1)(‘ ])rovidod for the king at Newcastle. 

And noAV the ])ar1iam(‘nt saAV lliidr error, in refusing his 
majesty a ])ersonal treaty, wdiicli, if they had accepted (their 
army Avas not yet taught the way of huffing ihciir masters), 
tlie kingdom niiglit havc^ been settled in peace*. Upon this 
tlie ])arliam(*nf. send to General LeA^m to havc^ his majesty, 
not to be sent, Avliicli Avas tbeir first language, but l)e suf- 
l(*re(l to coIll^^ to London, to treaty Avitli his parliament : 
l)(*f()re it Avas, Let tin* king be* sent to Waywick Castle; iiow^ 
it is,* to Let his majesty eomo to Iwoiidon to treat with his 
people. 

But iu*itheu’ one or otluT would do with the Scots : 
hnt Ave, who kfle*.w I he Scots be‘st, knew that there was one 
thing would ’do with themi if tln^ other we)uld not, and that 
was nmneTy ; and thlt*relore our h(‘arts ached for the king. 

Th(i Se*ots! as T siiid, had re*troateMl to Ne'wcastle with the 
king, and llie.Te they epiartercd their whole army at larg^^ 
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upon tho country; tlie parliament voted they had no fai*ther 
occasion for the Scots, and desired Jhein to go home about 
their business. I do not s;iy it was in these words, but id 
whatsoever good words their messages might be expressed, 
this and nothijig less w?is the English of it. * Tlic Scots 
reply, by setting forfn their lossi's, damages, and diu»s, the 
subshmee of which was, Pay us our ^loney, and we will be 
gone, or else we won’t stir. TIjc ])arliament call for ai,i ac- 
count of their dc^mands, which the Scots give in, amounting 
to a million ; but, according to tlniir (Uistom, and especially 
finding that the army under Fairfax inclyied gradually tli^^J 
way, tail down to 500,000/. and at last to four; but all the 
while this is transacting, a separati^ treaty is canned on 
at London with the coinmissionf rs of Scotland, and after- 
wards at Edinburgh, by Avhich it is given them to under- 
stand, that w^hereas, upon payment of the m()n(‘y, the Scots’ 
army is to marcli out a*' England, and to give up alt the 
towns and gtu'risons which they hold in this kingdom, ‘So 
they are to take it for granted, that it is tlu^ meaning of the 
treaty, that they shall leave the king in the hands of the 
Englisli parliament. 

To make this go down the better, the Scotch parliament, 
upon his majesty’s desire to go with their army into Scot- 
land, send him for answer, that it. cannot hit lor thi^ safety 
of his majesty or of the state*, to come into Scotland, not 
having taken the covenant ; and this was carried in their 
^|)arliament but bjj two voices. 

The Scots having refused his coming inU) Scotland, as 
Avas concerted betwe(*.n the two houses, and their army 
being to march out of England, tly^ dedivering up the king 
became a consequence of the thing unavoidable, and of 
necessity. * • 

Ilis majesty, thus deserted of tliosc into whose hands he 
had thrown himself, took his leave of Uie Scots’ general at 
Newcastle, telling liims! only, in few words, this sad truth, 
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that he was bought and sold. The parliament commissioners 
received him at Newcastle from tJie Scots, and brought him 
Id Ilolmby -house, in Nortliamptonshire ; from whence, 
upon the quarrels and l*euds of parties, he was fetched by a 
party of horae, commanded by one Cornet Joyce, from the 
army, u])oii tljeir mutinous rendezvous* at Triplow-licath ; 
and after this, suffering many violences, and varieties of 
cii’cumstaiices among the army, w'as carried to Ilampton- 
Court, from whence his majesty very readily made his 
t^scape* ; but not liaving notice enough to |)rovide effectual 
iqj^^ins for his more^ effectual d(iliveraiice, wiis obligc^d to 
deliver himself* to Colonel Hammond in the Isle of Wight. 
Here, alter some very indifferent, usiige, the j)a.rliament 
pursuc‘d a farther treaty vwth liim, and all points were 
agreed but two : *The entire abolishing episcopacy, which 
the king declared to be against his conscience and his 
coronation oath, and the sale of the church lands, which he 
(leclMred, being most of them gifts to God and the cliui'cli, 
by* persons decttiised, his majesty thought could not be 
alienated without the highest sacrilege, and, if taken from 
the us(*s to which they were a])pointe,d by the wills of the 
donors, onglit to be I’estored l>ack to the heirs and families 
uftlK^ ])(Tsons who beqiieathc^d th<‘m. 

And tlu^si^ two articles so stuck with his majesty, that he 
ventured his fortune, and royal iiimily, and his own lile, for 
tlann : however, at last, the king condescended so iiir in 
these, that the jjarliament voted his maj(‘st^’’s concessions 
te be sufficient to settle and •establish the peucti of* the 
nation. * 

This vote discov(Ted the bottom of all the counsels wliich 
then pnwailed ; for the army, who kiu^w, if peace were 
ouce settled, thf'y should undone, took the alarm at this, 
and, clubbing together in committees and councils, at last 
brought themsdlves to a degri*c of* hardness above all that 
ever tliis nation saw ; for calling into q’ncstion the procecd- 
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ings of their miistors who employed them, they immediiitelj' 
fall to work upon the piirliameiit, rcjinove Colonel Hammond, 
who had the charges of the king, and n«ed him honourably, 
place a new guard upon him, dismiss the commissioners, 
and put a slop to the treaty; and, following tluur blow, 
march to London, ]fiace regiments of foot at the ])arliament- 
house door, ?md as the members came up, seize ujum all 
thos(» 'whom they had do'wn in a list as promoters pt the 
settlement and treaty, and would not suffer them to sit; 
but the r(*st, who being of their o'wn stamp, are periyittecl 
to go on, carry on the designs of th^» fomiy, revive tljji^ir 
votes of non-addresses to the king, and then, n])ori tlu* 
army's petition, to bring all delinquents to justice, the 
mask was thrown off; by th(i*word all is declared to b(* 
meant the king, as well as every man elst* they ])l(»ascd. It 
is too sad a story, and too much a matter of grief to me, 
and to all good men, tg renew, the blacLnoss of those days, 
when law and justice was iindtu’ th(^ f(‘et of ]K)wer ;« the 
army nded the ])arliameut, the private officers tludr gencinils, 
the common soldiers their officers, and conlusiou was in 
every part of the g<)vernment. In this hurry tiny sacrificed 
their king, and shed the blood of the English nobility witli- 
out mercy. 

The history of the times will supply the particulars which 
I omit, being willing to confine myself to my own accounts 
and observations: J w^as now no more an actor, but a 
melancholy obj^(*rver of tin* misfortunes of the timt^s, I had 
given my parole not to take nip arms against the parliament, 
and I saw nothing to invite me to engage on their side ; I 
siiw a 'world of ennfusion in all tjieir counsels, and I always 
expected that in a chain of distractif)ns, as if. generally falls 
out, the last link would be desti-uction ; and though I pro- 
tended to no prophiicy, yet the progress of* affairs have 
brought it to pass, and I have seen Providence, who suffered, 
for the correction «if this nation, the sword to govern and 
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(l(‘V()iir iis, has at last brought dcjstructioii by the, sword, 
u])ori llie head of most of tlie party who first drew it. 

* If, together with tlio brief account of what concern I had 
in the active part of tlie war, I leave behind me some of my 
own remark^^ and observations, it may ])e ])crtineiit cnougli 
to my design, aiid^iot unuseful to post(*rity. 

1. I observed, by thci secpiel of things, that it may be 
some, excuse to the first ])a.rliament, who began this war, to 
sav that tliey manifested theii* designs were not. aimed at 
tliqujnommthy, nor tlu*ir (luaiTel at the p(»rw)n of the king ; 
l» 4 ii;ansi‘, when they^had liim in their power, though against 
his will, they would liave r(‘stored botli his ])erson and 
dignity as a king, only loading it witli sueli (dogs of the 
]>(‘(^]>le's power as tlu^y at first prettmded to, viz., the militia, 
and ])owi‘r of naniing the great officers at court, and the like ; 
wliieh powers, it was never deni(‘d, had been stretclu'd too 
fin- in iIk* b(»ginniiig of thi8|||j»ing’s ^eigii, and sevcTul things 
doix* illegally, which his majesty had been sensibli*, of, and 
was Avilling to rectify ; but they liaving obtained tin* powia* 
l)y viclory, resolved so to secure themselves, as that, when- 
<!V(T they laid down their arms, the king should not be able 
to d(' the like again ; and tJms far they were not to be so 
much blamed, and w(i did not, on our own part, l>laim? 
them, when lh(*y had obtained the poAver, fur parting with 
it on got)d t(irms. 

Ihit wlien T have tlius fiir advocat^'d for tlie enemies, I 
must lie very fi-ee to state the erimes of this bloody war, by 
the events of it. It is manifest there were among them, 
Ijotu tlie b(‘ginning, a pirty who aim(*d at the very root of 
the goverimumt, and at t^ie very thing which they brought 
to pass, viz., tlui deposing and murdering of their sovereign ; 
and, as die dt;vil is always master where miscdiicf is the 
work, tliis -party piawailed, tmmed the other out of doors, 
and ()V(‘rturiied all that little hont^sty that might be in the 
first begiuiiiiig of this uiiha2)py strife. « 
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The consequence of this was, the preshyterians saw theii* 
error when it was too late, and ^hen would gladly have 
joined the royal party, to liave suppressed this new leaveli, 
which had infected tlie lump ; and this is Very remarkahle, 
that most of tlie first champions of this war, Who l)ore the 
brunt of it when the king was powerftil and prosperous, 
and when there was nothing to be got by it })ut blows, first 
or last, were so ill used by this independent powerful party, 
who tripped up the h(H‘ls of all their honesty, that they were 
eitlier fbre.ed by ill treatment to take u]> arms on our fS^de, 
or suppressed and reduced by them. \n this the justico^)f 
Providence seemed very consj)icuous, that these having 
pushed all things by violence against the king, and by arms 
and force brought him to thcir will, were at once bt)lh 
robbed of the end, thi*ir church-government, and punished 
for drawing their swords against, llu‘ir masters, by their 
own servants drawing the swqgjjl against tlumi ; and Cod, in 
his due time, punished the others too ; and, what was* yet 
farther strange, the punishment of this crime ol' making war 
against tlndr king, singled out those very inf‘n, both in tli(‘ 
army and in the parliament, who were thegreat(‘st ehami)i()ns 
of the presl)yteriaii cause in the council and in the. field. 

In all these confusions I liavt* ohserved two great errors, 
one of the king, and oii<* of his friends. 

Of the king, tliat, wdien h(i was in .th(‘ir custody, and at 
their mercy, he. did ^not comply with their pro]K)sitions of 
pe^ace, before! tl^dr army, for want of emnloyment, fell into 
heats and mutinies ; lhat lie*did not at first grant \hb Scots 
their own conditions, wdiicli, if he had done, he had gone 
into Scotland ; and tlien, if the lijuglish would liave fought 
tlie Scots flir him, he had a reserve of his fcyal friends, who 
would have had room to have fallen in with fhe Sc#)ls to his 
assistance, wlio were after disperstid and destroy ed in small 
parties atbaiipting to serve him. * 

While his Maj(!sty reiiiuiiied at Newcastle, the queen 
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to him, persuading him to make peace upon any 
Imns; and, in politics, 4ier majesty’s advice was ct;rl^nly 
ihv best ; for, however low he was brought by a peace, it 
must hav(* been better than the condition lie Avas then in. 

The error 1 iru‘iition of th(^ king’s friends was this, that, 
aft(‘r tluy saw all ^vas lost, they could not be content to sit 
still, and reserwe themselves fin* b(*fter fortunes, and wait 
the haj>py time when the divisions of the enemy would 
bring them 1o (jcrtain ruin ; but must hasten their own 
niis<'rii*s by frequent fruitless risings, in the face of a victo- 
j-ious en(‘my, in small parties ; and 1 always found these 
(‘ll\‘cts from it : 

1 . The eiKiiny, who were always tog(*ther by the ears, 
when tluy were let alone, were united and reconciled when 
Ave gave tinmi any interruption ; as, particularly, in the case 
i) th(^ first assault the army made u])on them, when Colonel 
Pride;, with his regiment, garbled the house, as they called 
it^ at that time, a fair o})portunity offered, but it was omitted 
till it was too late. That insult Tipon the house had been 
attempt(*d the year before, but w’^as hindered by the little 
insurrections of the royal party, and the sooner they had 
fallen out the better. 

2. Tlu^se risings being desperate, with vast disadvantages, 
and always suppn^ssed, ruined all our friemds ; the remnants 
of the cavali(Ts were* lessened, the stoutest and most daring 
were cut off, and the king’s interest Cfxc(*edingly Aveakened, 
there not being less than thirty thousand cf his best friends • 
cut off in the several attempts made at Maidstone, Colches- 
t(ir, Lancashire, Pembroke, Pontefiaet, Kingston, Preston, 
Warrington, Worcest(;r, tmd other places. Had these men 
all reserved tjieir fortunes to a conjunction Avith the Scots, 
at either of the* invasions they made into this kingdom, and 
acted witii tlic conduct and courage they were known 
niasl,(*rs of, perhaps neither of those Scots’ armies had been 
defeated. 
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Blit tho impatience of our friends ruined all ; for my part, 
1 had as good a. mind to put my ^land to the ruin of the 
enemy as any of them ; hut I nei’^er saw any tolerable ap- 
pearance of a force abk*. to match the enemy, and I had no 
mind to be beaten ^and then hanged. Had we let them 
alone, they would have fallen into so many parties and 
factions, and so efFectually have torn one another to pii^ces, 
that whichsoever party had come to us, w(‘ sliould,"with 
them, have been too hard lea* all the rest. 

Tins was plain by the course of tliiiigs afterwards, When 
the independent army had ruffled the J)res})y.tei*ian parllSl- 
inent, the soldiery of that party made no scrupk^ to join us, 
and would have restored the kin^ with all their hearts ; and 
many of them did join us at last. ^ * 

And the consequence, though late, ended so, for they ftdl 
out so many times, army and parliament, parliament ami 
army, and alternately ])<il]ed oiR? another down so oft(*n, till 
at last the presbyttTians, who b(‘gan tlie war, cmd(^d it ; 
and, to be rid of their eruiinies, rather than for any love to 
the monarchy, restored King Charles the Sc^cond, and 
brought him in on the very day that liny themselves had 
formerly resolved the ruin of his father’s gov(Tnment, being 
the 29th of May, the siimeday twemty years that the private 
cabal in London concluded their secret leagud with tlu^ 
Scots, to embroil his father King Charles the First, 
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As it is usual for great persons, whoso lives have been 
renia.r]\al>k‘, and wliose actions deserve recording to posterity, 
to. Insist much upon tlieir originals, give full accounts of 
their families, and tlie histories of their ancestors; so, that 1 
may be methodical, 1 shall do the same, though 1 can look 
hot a v(‘ry little way into my pedigree, as you will sec 
presently. 

If I may believe the woman whom I was taught to call 
mother, 1 was a little boy, of about two years old, very well 
dressed, liad a iiurseiy-maid to attend me, wlio took me out 
on a.fine sunnri(n’’s evening into the fields towards Islington, 
as she pretended, to give the child some ^lir ; a little girl 
being’ with her, of twplve or*fourteen years old, that lived 
in tlie neighbourhood. The maid, whether by appointment 
or otherwise, meets with*a fellow, her sweetheart, as I sup- 
pose ; he carries her into a pu>>lic-housc to give her a pot 
and a cSke ; ai^d while they were tiilking in the house, the 
girl plays about, with me in her hand, in the garden and at 
the door, sometimes in sight, sometimes out of sight, think- 
ing no harm. 
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At this jiiDcturo conios hy one of those sort of people 
who, it seems, made it their buvsiijess to spijit away little 
children. This was an atrocious trade in those days, and 
chiefly practised where they found little' children, very 
well dressed, or for bigger children, to sell ‘them to the 
plantations. 

The woman, pretending to bdee me up in lior arms and 
kiss me, and jday with me, draws the girl a good way from 
the house, till at last she makes a fine story to the girl, and 
bids her go back to the- maid, and tell her where she* was 
with the child ; that a gentlewoman had taken a fancy^o 
the child, and was kissing of it, but she should not be fright- 
ened, or to that purpose; f(>r tliey were but just there; 
and so, while the girl Avent, she* carried my (|uit(^ away. 

From this time, it seems, 1 was disposed of to a beggar 
woman that wanted a pretty little child to set oat her case; 
and, after that, to a gipsey, undiT whose goA^emment I 
continued till 1 was about six yc^ars old ; and this woman, 
though I was continually dragged about with her fi’om one 
part of the country to another, yet never let me want for 
anything ; and I called her mother, though slu* told me at 
last she Avas not my motlier, but that she bought me for 
twelve shillings of another woman, who told her how she 
came by me, and told her that my name was Bob Singleton, 
not Robert, but plain Bob ; for it seems they never knew 
by what name I was christened. 

It is in vain#to reflect here, what a terrible fright the 
careless hussy was in, that lost m(^; what treatment she 
received from my justly-enraged father and mother, and 
the horror these must be in at the thoughts of their child 
being thus carried aAvay ; for, as I never knew anything of 
the matter, but just what I have relatedj nor who my 
father and mother were, so it would make ljut'a needless 
digression to talk of it here. 

• My good gipsey mbther, for some of her worthy actions, 
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no doubt, happened in process of time to be hanged ; and, 

:|s this fell out somethirfg too soon for me to be perfected in 
tlie strolling tr^de, the parish where I was left, which, for 
my lite, 1 cannot renumiber, took some, care of me to be 
snr,(‘ ; for tlie lirst thing I can rem<*njber of mysedf after- 
wards, was, that 1 went to a parish school, and the minister 
of the parisli us(‘d to talk to me to be a good boy ; and 
that,’ though I was but a poor boy, if I minded my book, 
and s(‘iw(*d (lod, 1 might mak(^ a good man. 

r believe J was frequently rtmioved trom one toum to 
another, penhaps As the parishes disputed my supposed 
inotlu^r’s last settlement. Whether 1 was so shifted by 
pass(‘s, or other wise, 1 know not; but the toAvn wliere I 
was last k('pt, wliatevcu' its name* was, must not be far off 
ii-oni tli(* sea-side ; for a master of a shij), who took a tiincy 
to UK', was the first that brought me to a ])lace not far from 
Soiithanipton, wdiich I afterw\ards*knew to be Biissleton ; 
and there I attended the car 2 )ent(Ts, and such people as 
were emjiloyed in liuilding a ship for him ; and when it 
was don(', though I was not. above twelve years old, he car- 
rii'd me; to sea with him, on a voyage to Newfoundland. 

1 lived widl enough, and pleas('d my master so well, that 
he calh‘d me his owm boy, and I would have called him 
iiitlier, but he would not allow" it, for he had children of 
his owui. 1 w^eiit thi*(‘e or four voyag('s with him, and grew 
a sturdy hoy, wheji, coming home ag?iin from tli(^ hanks of 
N(‘wdi>undland, w"c were taken by an Al^('rine rover, or • 
Uian of war : which, ray account stands right, was about 
the year 1G76, for you may be sure 1 kept no journal. 

I was not nipch conef^rned ai the diwister, though I saw 
my master, after having been wounded by a splinter in the 
head during tk« engagement, very barbarously used by the 
Turks; I say, I was not much concerned, till, upon some 
^inluc-ky thing I said, which, as I remember, was about 
abusing my master, they took me and beat me most un- 
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mercifully with ii flat stick on the soles of my feet, so that 
I could neither go or stand fi)r several days together. 

But my good forfiiiKi was my fritmd uj)on this occasion; 
for, as they were siiiling away with our ship in tow as a 
prize, steering for t]ie straits, and in sight of the bay of 
Cadiz, the Turkish rover was attacked by two great 
Portuguese men of war, and taken and canded into 
Lisbon. 

As I was not much concerned at my captivity, not 
indeed understanding the conseciueticcs of it, if it had con- 
tiniK^d ; so I was not. suitably sensible my deliveranc® ; 
nor indeed was it so much a deliverance, to njo, as it 
would otherwise have been: for my master who was the 
only friend I had in the world, died ^t Lisbon of his 
wounds ; and I being then almost reduced to my primitive 
state, viz., of starving, had this addition to it, that it was in 
a foreign country too, where I knew nobody, and could not 
speak a word of their language. However, I fared belter 
here than 1 had reason to expect ; for, when all the rest of 
our men had their liberty to go where they would, 1, that 
knew not Avhither to go, sbiyed in the ship for several days, 
till at length one of the lieutenants seeing me, inquired 
what that young English dog did there, and why they did 
not turn liirn on shore. 

I heard him, and partly understood wliat he meant, though 
not what he said, aruVbegan then to be in a terribh* fright; 
• for 1 knew not vfliere to get a bit of bread ; when the pilot 
of the ship, an old seaman, seedng mis look very dull, came 
to me, and speaking broken English to me, told me, I must 
be gone. “ Whither must 1 go ?*” said I. “ Wl}ere you 
will,” said he, ‘‘home to your own country,, if you will.” 
“ How must I go thither ? ” said I, “ Wliy, have you no 
friend 7 ” said he. “ No,” said I, “ not in the world, but 
that dog, pointing to tljc ship’s dog (who, having stolen a 
‘piece of meat, just beVore, had brought it close by me, and 
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I }iaJ lalcen it from liiin, and eaten it,) for he has been a 
^ood friend, and brougllt; me my dinner.” 

“ AVell, Avell,,” says he, “you must have your dinner : ” 
“Will you, go with me?” “Yes,” sitys I, “with all my 
heari.” In short, the old pilot took jtne home with him, 
and used me tolerably well, though I fared hard enough ; 
and 1 lived with him about two ytitirs, during which lime 
li(; was soliciting his business, and al length got to he master 
or ])ilot under Don Garcia d(j Pimentesia de Carravallas, 
caj)fain ol* a Portuguese galleon, or eari*ack, which was 
bound to Goa, in tie East Indies; and immediately having 
g(4t(*n his commission, jnit me, on board to look alter his 

cabin, in which he had stored himself with abundance of 

» 

liquoi's, succadcfiy sugar, spices, and other things for his 
accommodaljon in tin? voyage, and laid in afterwards a 
considerable quantity of Eurojiean goods, fine lace, and 
linen ; and also baize, woollen cfotli, stuffs, &c., under the 
pretence of his clothes. 

1 was too young in the trade to keep any journal of this 
voysige, though my master, who was, for a Portuguese, a 
pietty good artist, ])roinj)ted me to it : but my not under- 
standing the language, was one hindrance; at least, it 
served me for an excuse?. However, after some time, I 
began to fook into his charts and books; and, as I could 
writ(? a tolerable haiid, understood some Latin, and began 
to have a smattering of the I^ortuguefee tongue, so I began 
to get^ a little supeiilcial knowledge of iiatigation, but not ^ 
. such as was likely to '<:)e sufficient to carry me through a 
life oi* adventure, as mine was to be. In short, 1 learned 
several material^ things hi this voyage among the Portu- 
guese ; I learnt particularly ti>bean arrant thief and a bad 
siiilor ; and I Ifcink I may say they are the best masters, 
for teaclung I>oth these, of any nation in the world. 

My master had cons(intc?d that I should assist the captain 
m the office, as above ; but, as I understood afterwards, * 
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that the captain allowed my master half a moidore a montli 
for my sor\dco, and that he had rny name' upon the ship’s 
books also, I exj)eiited that, when tho' ship came to be j)aid 
four months’ wage's at the Indies, as they, it seems, always 
do, my master woul^ let me have something for myself. 

But I was wrong in my man, lor he was none of that kind : 
he had taken me up as in distress, and his business was to 
keej) me so, and make his market of me as well as he ec>uld : 
which I bc‘gan to think of atb‘r a difFt ‘rent manner than I did 
at lirst j for at first I thought he had entertained me in mere 
cliarity, uj)on seeing my distressed ciroramstances, but flitl 
not doubt, but when he put me on board the ship, I should 
have some wages for my seivice. 

But he thought, it seems, cjuite other's^ise ; and when I 
procured one to speak to him about it, when tlie ship was 
paid at Goa-, he flew into the grc'atest rage imaginable, and 
called me English dog, young heretic, and threatened to put 
me into the inquisition. Indeed, of all the names the lour 
and twenty letters could make up, he should not have 
called me heretic ; for, as T knew nothing about religion, 
neither protestant fii’om papist, or either of them from a 
Mahometan, T could never be a heretic. However, it passed 
but a little, but, as young as I was, I had been carried inh) 
the inquisition ; and, there, if they had asked m^ if I was a 
protestant or a catholic, I should have said yes to that which 
came first. If it ha(f been the ])rotestant they had asked 
first, it had ceifainly made a martyr of me for 1 did not 
know what. 

But the very priest they carried with them, or chaplain 
of tlic ship, as we call him, saved me : for, seeing me a boy 
i'ntirely ignorant of religion, and ready to ^o or sjiy any- 
thing they bid me, he asked me some quii^tions about it, 
wliich he found I answered so very simply, ^hat he took it 
. upon him to tell them, he would answer for my being a good 
* catholic ; and he ho]f)ed he should be the means of saving 
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my poul; and lui pleased himself that it was to be a work 
of merit to him ; so he jnade me as good a papist as any of 
tlieiu in about a we(*k’s time. 

I then told him my case about my master ; how, it is true, 
lie had takefi me up in a miserable case, on board a man-of- 
war, at Lisbon ; and 1 was indebted to^him for bringing me 
on l)oard this shij); that, il‘I had been left at Lisbon, I might 
have, starved and the like; and therefore I was willing to 
s(*rve him ; but that I hoped he would give me some little 
consideration for my s(Tviee, or let me know how long he 
o:5f)eeted I should §erve liiiu tor nothing. It was all one; 
neither the priest or any one else could prevail with him, 
hut that I was not his seiwaut hut his slave. 

Ami now T resolved froAi that time to run away from 
him if I could, but there Avas no doing of it there; lor there 
AveKi not shi[)s of any nation in the Avorld in that port, 
except two or tlirecj Persian vesseL from Ormus; so tliat 
if Hiad offered to go away from him, he Avould have had 
irui sedzed on shore, and brought on board by force : so 
that I liad no I'einedy but j)atience, and this he l)rought to 
ail end too as soon as he could ; for alter this he began to 
use me ill, and not only to straiten my provisions, but to 
beat and torture me. in a barbarous manner for every trifle; 
so that, ima word, my life bi^gaii to bii.very mis(!ral>Ie. 

The violence of llus usage of me, and the iiiipossiliility of 
niy escape from liis hands, set my lurid a- working uj)on all 
soils of mischief; and, in particular, \ resolved, after • 
studying all otluu' AA^a^s to d^?liver myself*, and finding all 
■ineffectual, I say, I resolved to inurdtjr liim. AVitli this 
atrocious resolution in njy head, 1 spent wliofe nights and 
days contriving* how to j)ut }$ in execution, tlie devil 
prompt ifig mti very Avainily to the fact. I Avas indeed 
witirely atM loss for tlie im^ans ; for I had neither guii or 
Word, nor any wc^apon to assjiult him with. Poison I had 
niy thoughts much ui)on, but knew siot where to get any 
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or, if I iiiiglit have pot it, I did rjf>l know the country word 
for it, or by what name to ask for ^t. 

In this manner T Avas guilty of the fact intentionally 
a hundred and a hundred times ; but Providence, either 
for Ills sak(^ or for mine, always frusti-ated mydesigns, and 
I could never briiig'it to pass: so J AA^as oblige ‘d to e(»ntinue 
in his chains till the ship, having taken in her loading, set 
sail for Portugal. 

I can say nothing lu^re to the manner of our voyage ; for 
as I said, 1 kej)t no journal ; but this 1 can giA^(* an account 
of, tliat, having been once as high as the Cape of Ggod 
Hope, as Ave call it, or Cabo de Rona Speranza, as they 
c*a.]I it, Ave were driven back again by a Auolent storm from 
the W.S.W., Avhich ludd us skx days and nights a great 
Avay to the eastAvard; and after that rumifiig afore tin* Avind 
for several days more, we at last came to an anchor on th(‘ 
coast, of Madagascar. , 

The storm had ]K‘cn so violent that the ship had received 
a great deal of damage, and it required some time to nqiair 
her; so, standing in nearer the shore, the ])il(>t, my master, 
brought the shi]) into a v(*iy g(K)d road, Avhere Ave rid in 
twenty-six laflumi water, about, half-a-mile from the shore. 

Wliile the ship rode here, there happ(*ried a most des- 
perate mutiny among the men, upon account of some 
deficiency in their alloAvance, Avhich^earne to that height 
that they threatened, the captain to set him on shore, and 
go back witlj ll^p shij) to (Joa. 1 wish(*d they would* with 
all my heart, for I was fiilHof mischief in my h(*ad, and 
ready enough to do any. So, though I AA^as but a boy, as 
they called me, yet I prompted th^c^ mischief all 1 could, and 
embarked in it so openlji that I escaped very little being 
hanged in the first and most early part of irfy life^ for the 
captain had some notice that thc.re was u dtjsign laid 
by some of the company to murder him1| and having, 
partly by money and promises, and partly by threatening 
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mil torture, brought two fellows to eonf(\ss the particulars 
iind the names of the persons concerned, they wore presently 
nppr('h(mdi*d, till, on(‘ accusing anotluT, no less than six- 
teen men wcr5 seized and put into irons, whereof 1 was 
une. ' 

The capyiin, who was made despi^rate by his danger, 
resolving to clear the *ship of his (‘iiemies, tried us all, and 
w(‘ Ayt‘r(‘ all condemned to die. TIh! manner of his process 
I was too young to take notice of; but the purser and one 
of tju* gunners were hanged immediately, and I expected it 
will] lh(‘ rest. I do not remember any great concern I was 
under about it, only that T cried v my much; for I knew 
liltJt‘ then of this world, and nothing at all of the next. 

IIowevcT, the captain ciuntented himsi'lf with executing 
tljese tw'o; and some of thci rest, upon their humble sub- 
mission, and j)romise of future good behaviour, Avere par- 
doned ; but five W(‘re ord(*red to bi» set on shore on tin' is- 
laml, and left, there, of which 1 Avas one. 

* 1 Avas but a yemng tidloAv about sev(*nte(*Ti or eighteen ; 
hut h(^aring what was to lie my fate, I rt'ceived it wdth no 
appearance* of discouragc'mcmt ; but I asked what my master 
said to it, and })(*ing told that he had used his utmost interest 
to save me, but the captain had answered 1 should eitluir go 
on shore Qr be hanged on board, whic;]) he pleas(*d. I then 
gave* ov(T all hope of l)eing received again. I was not very 
thankful in my thoughts to my mast(;i’ lor his soliciting the 
c.aj)tain for me, because I knew that whaj he did was not ^ 
in khidnc'ss to me so much ♦as in kindness to himself; I 
mean to juesc'rve th(^ wages Avhieh he got for me, which 
amounted to about six dollai’s a inf>nth, including Avhat the 
captain alloweddum iin* my particular service to him. 

Whw I uhderstood that my master Avas so apparently 
kind, I asked it* I might not be. admitted to speak with him, 
and they tohf me 1 might, if my master would come down 
to me, but I could not be allowed tt\ come up to him ; sov 
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then I desired my master might be told to come to me, and 
he accordingly came to me ; I tell on my knees to him, and ’ 
begged lie would forgive me what I had done to displease 
him ; and indeed the resolution 1 had taken to murd(‘r hinr 
lay with some hori’or upon my mind just at that time, so 
that 1 was once just- a-going to confess it, and^ beg him to 
forgive me, but I kept it in : he said he had done all he 
could to obtain my pardon of the ca])tain, but could not : 
and h(i knew no way for me but to have pati(‘uce, and 
submit to my fate ; and if they came to speak with any 
shij) of their nation at the Cape, he Avould endeavour ^to 
have them stand in, and fetch us off again if we might be 
found. 

Then I begged T might liaA''# my clotlies on shore with 
me. He told me he was afraid I sliould JTave little rK‘(?d of 
clothes, for lie did not see liow we could long sulisistou the 
ishuul, and that he had .been informed that the inhabitants 
were cannibals or meu-eaters (thoiigli he had no rcasoa for 
that suggestion), and we should not be able to live junofig 
them ; 1 told him I was not so afraid of‘ that, as 1 was of 
starving for want of victuals; aiul as for the inhabitants 
being cannibals, I believed we should be more likely to eat 
them, than they us, if we could but get at them : but 1 was 
mightily concerned, I said, we should have no vvtv'^ipons with 
us to defend ourseh^es, and I bcggcid nothing noAv, but that 
he would give me a gun and a sword with a little powder 
, and shot. ^ 

lie smiled and said, they Avould vsi^juify nothing to us, for 
it was impossible for us to jireteud to preserve our lives 
among such a populous and despciah'. nation as the ])eoi)lc 
of the island were. I told him that, however, it would do 
us this good, for we should not be devoured or vlestrt^^ed im- 
diately ; so I begged hard for the gun. At^asthi^ told rnc, 
he did not know whether the captain would ^jve liim leave 
;to give me a gun, ai4d if not, he diu*st not do it; but he 
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promised to use his interest to obtain it for me, which he did, 
and ihit iu»xt day he scrijt me a gun, with some ampiimition, 
But told me, the captain would not suffer the ammunition to 
be given us, till we were set’ all on sliore, and till he was 
just going to* sot sail. He also sent me the few clothes I had 
in the ship, which indeed were not many. 

Two days after this we were all carried on shore togetlier ; 
the jjcst of my fellow-criminals hearing 1 had a gun and 
some powder and sliot, solicited for liberty to carry the like 
with them, wliich was also granted them ; and thus we were 
self on shore to shifty for ours(*lves. 

At our first coming into the island, we were terrified ex- 
ceedingly with the sight of the barbarous pi'-ople ; whose 
figure was made^ more teh‘ible to us than really it was, 
by the rijport we had of them from the seamen ; but when 
we came to converse with tliem awhile, we found they were 
not cannibals, as was reported, or suchasvrould fall imme- 
dialt'ly upon us and eat us up. 

IIow(*ver, we found them barbarous, treacherous, and 
vilJanous enough in their nature, only civil for fear, and 
therefore concludiid we should soon fall into their hands 
wlieii the ship was gone. 

The sense of this wrought upon ISay feUow-suffercrs even 
to distractfion ; and one of them being a carpenter, in his 
mad fit, swam off to .the ship in the night, though slie lay 
then A lejigue to sea, and made such pitiful moan tt» be taken 
in that the captain was prevailed with at Jast to take him 
in, though they let liiqi lie shimming three hours in the 
water before h(‘ consented to it. 

Upon this and his hiynble submission, tlic captain re- 
ceived him, aiidj in a word, the importunity of this man 
(who foTt*' some* tinm petitioned to be taken in, though they 
lianged hiiA as soon as they hatl him), was such as could 
nc)t be resistecl ; for, after he had sAvam so long about the 
ship, he was not able to have reached shore again ; and « 

M 
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the capta,in kjiw evidenlly, that tlie man must be taken on, 
board, oi: suffered to drown, and the whole ship’s company 
offering to l)e ])OUiid for him for his good behaviour, tKe 
captain at last yielded, and he was taken up, but almost 
dead wilh his being so long in the watiT. 

When this man was got in. In* iu;ver left off importuning 
the captain, and aU the rest of the officers, in t)ehalf of us 
that W(*re behind ; but to the very last day tin* ea})tain was 
inexorable; when, at the time their preyjarations W(*re 
making to sail, and orders given to hoist the boatsjnto the 
shij), all the. s(;amen in a body came up to the rail of 'the 
quarter-deck, where the captain was walking witli some of 
his officers, and appointing the boatswain to s])eak for them, 
he went up, and falling on his kiu‘es to the captain begged 
of him, in the humblest manner possible, to r<*ceive the four 
men on board again, offering to answer for their fidelity, or 
to hawe th(‘-Tn k(‘pt in c?\ains till they cairns to Lisbon, and . 
there to be delivered up to justice, rather than, astluy jSaid, 
to have them left to be rnurdiiredby savages, or devoured 
by wild beasts. It was a great while ere the ca])tain took 
any notice of them, but wdicn he did, he ordiTed the boat- 
sw^ain to be seized, and threatened to bring him to the cap- 
stan for speaking for th^i. 

Upon tliis s(!verity, om* of the seamen, bolder llfan the rest, 
but still with all i)ossible resjjcct to the captain, besought 
his honour, as he caMed him, that he would give leaye to 
some more of tl»m to go on shore, and die with tlieir com- 
panions, or, if possible, to assist them Jo resist the barbarians 
The captain, rather provoked than cowed with this, cfime to the 
barricado of the quarter-deck, and speaking very prudently 
to the men (for, had he spoken roughly, t’wb-thirds of them 
would have left the ship, if not all of thinn^, 1 k‘ tefid them, 
it was for their safety as well as his own, that hb. had been 
^obliged to that severity ; and that, though he did not know 
^ that he deserved so JSi of any of them, as that they should 
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l(>n,ve the ship rather than do their duty, yet if any of them 
were resolved to do soytimless lie would cons(‘nt .to take a 
trang of traitors on board, wlio, as lie had proved b(^fore th(*ni 
all, hadcons^nred to nnird(*rhiin, he would not hinder them, 
nor, for tli(‘ pres(*nt, would he resent their inijiortunity ; but, 
if* there was nobody h'ft in the ship but liimself, lie would 
never consent to take them on board. 

. Th(‘ sann* night twenty-three of the mtm, among whom 
was the gunner’s mute, llu'. surgeon’s assistant, and twocar- 
peiikTs, applying to the chief mate, told him, that, as the 
eajitain had given them leave* to go on shore to their com- 
rade's, they begged that he would speak to the captain not. 
to take it ill that they were desirous to go and die with their 
companions; and^that tliej^ thought they could do no less 
ill such an extremity, tlian go to them. 

Accordingly, an hour b(*fore day, those twenty-throe men, 
witli every man a firelock and einhiss, with some pistols, 
thret' halberts or half-pikes, and good store of powder and 
hall, without any provision but about half a hundred oi' 
hread, hut. with all their chests and clothes, tools, instru- 
ments, liooks, &C.J embarked themselves so silently, that the 
captain got no notice of it till they were gotten half tlie way 
on shore. 

We. w<*n' now a fl|||)d troop, being in all twenty-seven 
men. very well arme^Wnd provided with everything but vie* 
tnals; we had two carpenters among us, 'a gunner, and, which 
was^ worth all the rest, a surgeon <»r doctet, that is to say, 
he was an assistant to ^ surgeon at Goa, and was entertained 
as a supernumerary with us. The carpenters had bronglit all 
their tools, th(‘ doctor all bis instruments and medicines, and 
inde(>d we had a 'great deal of bjiggage, tliat is to say, in the 
wlu)I(‘, fo^ some of us had little more than the cloth(‘s on our 
hacks, of Av1ioi|i I was one ; Irut 1 had one thing which none 
^^f them had, viz., I had twenty -two inoidores of gold, which 
1 stole from the captain some time beibre, and two pieces 
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of eight. The two pieces of eight I showed, and one moi-, 
dore, but no more ; and none of them ever suspected that 
I had any more money in the world, having been known £o 
be only a poor boy taken up in charity, as you have heard, 
and used like a slave, and in the worst manner of a slave, 
by my cruel master the pilot. 

We found the natives did not disturb or concern them- 
selves much about us ; nor did they inquire or perhapsjknow 
whether we stayed among them or not, much U»ss that our 
ship was gone quite away, and had cast us off, as was our 
case ; for the next morning after we ha^l sent back the IcAig- 
boat, which brought our comrades, the ship stood away to 
the south-east, and in four hours’ time was out of our sight. 

The next day, two of us werft into the^ country one way, 
and two another, to sec what kind of a land we were in ; 
and we soon found the countiy was very pleasant and fruit- 
ful, and a convenient place to live in ; but, as before, in-, 
habited by a parcel of creatures scarce human, or capable 
of being made sociable on any account whatsoever. 

Wc found the place full of cattle and provisions ; but 
whether we miglit venture to take them where wo could find 
tJiem, or not, we did not know ; and though wo were under 
a necessity to get provisions, yet we w(‘re loath to bring 
down a whole nation of savages u])Oi^^ at on(je,«'and, there- 
fore, some of our company agreed tc^y to speak witJi some 
of the country, if we could, that we might see what qourse 
was to be takeif with them. Eleven ol' our men went on 
this errand, well armed, und'fumiHl},ed for defence. ' 'flioy 
brought word, that they had seen some of the natives, who 
appeared very civil to them, but yery shy and afraid, seeing 
their guns ; for it was easy to perceive, that the natives knew 
what their guns were and what use they were ()f. ♦ 

They made signs to the natives for some food, and tlicy 
went and fetched several herbs and roots, and some milk ; 
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1»iit it. was evident they did not design to give it away, but to 
sell it, making signs tfj know wbat our men would give 
tliein. 

How ever, .in a little time more, we found that the woods 
W(‘re full of living creatures Avhich we might kill for our 
food and that without giving offltnce to them : so that our 
iiieii went daily out a hunting, and never fail(*d to kill 
something or other; for, as to the natives, we had no goods 
to ))art<T, and for money, all the* stock junoiig us would not 
liave subsisted us long ; however, we called a general coun- 
cil to see what inoU^*y wc* had, and to bring it all together, 
that it might go as lar as possible ; and when it came to my 
turn I pulltKl out a luoidure and the two dollars I spoke of 
before. 

'riiis rnoidore I ventured to show, that they might not 
despise nu; too much for adding too little^ to the store, and 
llint they might not pretend td* search me ; and they 
w<*re very civil to me, upon the presumption that I had 
been so faithful to them as not to conceal anything from 
them. 

But our money did us little s('rvice, for the pc^ople neither 
knew the value or the use of it, nor could they justly rate 
the gold in ju’ojKution with the silver; so that all our 
money, w'hich was not much when it was all put together, 
would go l>ut a little way with us, that is to say, to buy us 
l>rovisions. 

Oijr consultations concerning our (‘sca]>fe from this placed 
eiKl(*d in this only, that as we had two carpenters among us, 
and that they had tools almost of all sorts with them, we 
•should try to build us atboat tc, go to sea with, and that 
th(ii perhaps *we might find our way back to Goa, or land 
on some Tuore*])rop(^r phuie to make our escape. 

Atdongth one of the compiuiy proposed, that, instead oi 
building a baripie or sloop, or shallop, or whatever they 
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would call it, which they found wiis so difficult-, they should* 
rather nijike a large periagua, or cafioe, which might be doiu* 
with great ease. 

To this I answered, that I conceived our business was not 
to att(»inpt onr escape in a canoe, l)Ut that, as there were 
other vessels at sea besides our ship, and that there were 
few nati(nis that lived on the seashore that were so barbar- 
ous, but that they went to sea in some boats or other, oilr 
business ^vas to cruise along the coast of the island, wliicli 
was very long, and to seize upon the first- we could get that, 
was belter than our own, and so from <']jat to another, ^t ill 
perhaj>s we might at last get a good ship to caj-ry us 
whither ever we pleased to go. 

Excellent advice, says one ot*' them. Admirable advic(', 
says another. Yes, yes, says the third (which was tlie 
gunnc]’), the English dog has given excell(*nt advice ; but 
it is just the way to bring us all to the gallows. The 
rogue has given devilish advice, indeed, to go (i-lhieving 
till from a little vessel Ave come to a great ship, and so Ave 
shall turn downright pirates, the end of which is to be 
hanged. 

You may call us jnrates, says another, if y^oii will ; and, 
if we fiill into bad hands, we may be used like pirates ; but 
I care not for that, Til be a pirate, or any^thing, nay. I’ll be 
hanged t()r a pirate, rather than starve 'herc^ ; and therelbic? 
r think the advice is Very good : and so they cried all,* Let 
•us haA'^e a canoes • The gunner, oA'crrulecl by the rest,_ sub- 
mitted ; but as we broke up the coirncil, he came to nK‘, 

^ takes me by the hand, and looking into the palm of my 
hand, and into my face too, very gravely. My lad, says he, 
thou art bom to do a W’^orld of mischief; tl|ou hast com- 
menced pirate very young; but have a care^of the gallows, 
young man ; have a care, 1 say, for thou wilt be an eiMinent 
thief. 

• 1 laughed at him, &nd told him 1 did not know what I 
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miglii conic to hereafter ; but as our ease was now, I should 
make no scruple to tajvc the first ship I came at, to get 
our liberty ; 1 only wished we could see one, and come at 

We ^vent therc^forc immediately to w’^ork about our 
intended cauo(‘ ; and, having singled cftit a very large tree to 
our miiul, W'c llJl to work wifli her; and having three good 
iLxes among us, we got it down, but it was four days time 
first, llioiigh we workcnl very hard too. I do not remember 
wlrat wood it was, or exa<itly what diriKUisioiis ; but I re- 
uRiinber that it a very larger on(i, and we were as much 
encouraged Avluiii Ave launclied it, and found it swa.ni upright 
and st<‘ady, as Ave Avould have been at another time, if we 
had had a good piaii-of-A\\tr at our command. 

Tlie natives were civil imough to us, and came often to 
discioursi* with us ; oiiii time they brought one Avliom they 
slioAved resjK CJt t(» as a king Avitluthem, and they set up a 
loflg pole betwo(‘n them and us, with a great tassel of hair 
liaiiging, not on tin*, top, but sometliing aboAU* the middle 
of it, adorned Avitli little chains, shells, bits of brass, and 
the like ; and this av(^ understood afterwards was a token 
of amity and friendship; and they brought down to us 
victuals in abundance, cattle, fowls, herbs, and roots; but 
we Wi‘re*iii the utmost confusion on our side; for we had 
nothing to buy Avith, or exchange ll)r; and as to giving us 
tilings for nothing, they had no notkai oi’tliat again. As to 
our moii(*y, it Avas Tn(*re trash to them, iliey had no valu^ 
for it; so that avc w^^re in ?i fair way to be starved. Had 
AVe had but some* toys and trinkets, brass chains, baubles, 
glass beads, or, in a ^vord, the veriest trifles that a ship 
load would nol have been AA’^':>rtli the freight, we might have 
bought catthi and provisions enough for an army, or to 
victual & fleet of men-of-war ; but for gold or silver we 
could got nothing. 

In the middle of our consultaticti, one of our men w^io 
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had been a kind of a cutler, or worker in iron, started up, 
and asked the carpenter, if, among ?|11 his tools, he could not 
help him to a file. Yes, says the carpenter, I can, but it is 
a small one. The smaller the better, stiys the other. ^ Upon 
this he goes to work, and first, by heating a piece of an old 
broken chisel in the fire, and then he takes three or four 
pieces of eight, and beats them out with a hammer upon a 
stone, till they were very broad and thin, then he cut them 
out into the shape of birds and b(*asts ; he made little 
chains of them for bracelets and necklaces, and turned thvm 
into so many devices, of his own head, tjiat it is hardly 
be expressed. 

When he had for about a fortnight exercised his head and 
hands at this work, wc tried tlA'. effect his ingenuity ; 
and, having another m(*eting with the native's, were surprised 
to see the folly of the poor people. For a little bit of silver 
cut out in the shaj)e of a bird, we had two cows, and, wliich 
was our loss, if it had been in brass, il, Iiad beem stiir 
more value. For one of the bracelets made of chain-work, 
we had as much provision of seve*ral sorts, as would fairly 
have been worth, in England, fifteen or sixteen j^omids ; 
and so of all the rest. Thus, that which when it. was in 
coin was not worth sixpence to us, when thus converted 
into toys and trifles, was worth a hundred time's its rl'al value, 
and purchased for us anything we had occasion for. 

In this condition we Jiv<*xl upwards of a y c<ar, but all of 
ns began to be veyy much tired of it, and, whatever came 
of it, resolved to attempt an escape, r 

We talked Muth many of the natives about it, such as wc 
could make ourselves intelligible to but all that we could 
learn from them was, that there was a groat land of lions be- 
yond the sea, but that it was a great way off : we^knew as well 
as they that it was a long way, but our people differed 
mightily about it: some wiid it was one hundred and fifty 
lijagues, others not above one hundred. One of our men, 
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that had a map of tlic world, showed us by his scale, that 
it was not above eighly leagues. Some stiid there were 
islands all the .way to touch at; some, that there were no 
islands at all : for my part, I knew nothing of this matter 
one way or another, but heard it all without concern, 
wln^ther it was near or far off'; however, this w^e learned 
I'roni an old man, who was blind, and led about by a boy, 
fhat*if we stayed till the end of August, we should be 
sure of the wind to be fair, and the sea smooth all the 
vt^age. 

U[K)n the whole;* it was resolved to venture over for the 
main ; and veniture we did, madly enough indited : for it 
was l}i(‘ wrong tinu' of the y(‘ar to undertake such a voyage 
in that country,) for, as the winds hang easterly all the 
months from SeptembcT to March, so they generally hang 
westerly all the rest of the year, and blew right in our 
teeth, so that, as soon as we had, with a kind of a land- 
]kre(‘ze, stretched over about fifteen or twenty leagues, and, 
as I may say, just enough to lose ourselves, we found the 
wind s(‘t in a steady fresh gale or breeze from the sea, at 
west, W.S.W. or S.W. by W., and never further from the 
west; so that, in a word, we could make nothing of it; 
and so, taking our smallest canoe in tow, wc stood in for the 
sliore witli all tlie sail we could make. This was a tcn iblc 
adventure; for, if the least gust of wind had come, we had 
been all lost, our canoes being detiji, and in no condition 
to make, way in a high sea. 

This voyage, liowtA’er, held us eleven days in all ; .and 
at length, having sjient most of our j)rovisions, and cvery^ 
droj) of water ^ we had* we spied land, to our great joy, 
though at the distance of ten or eleven leagues ; and as, 
under the lar^d, the wind came off’ like a land-breeze, and 
blew liarA against ns, we were two days more before we 
reach<‘d tin; shore, h.aving all that while excessive hot wea- 
ther, and not a drop of water, or afiy other liquor, excej/t 
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some cordial waters, wLicli on(' of oiir company liad a little 
of left in 9, case of bottles. ^ 

This gave ns a taste of what we should hfive done, if wc 
had ventured forward with a scant wind and uncertain 
Aveathcr, and gave us a surfeit of our design for the main, 
at h^ast until we luiglit have some better vessels imder us; 
so we went on shore again, and j)itched our camp, fis before, 
in as convenient a manner as we could, fortifying ourselves 
against any surprise; but the natives here were exceeding 
court(!Ous, and much civiler than on the soulh j)art of tla^ 
island ; and though wc could not understand what tlfty 
said, or they us, yet we found means to make them under- 
stand that we were seafaring men, and strangers; and that 
we were in distress fi)r want of pW'isions.f 

The first proof we had of tlulr kindness was, that, as 
soon as they saw us come on shoi‘e, and begin to make our 
habitation, one of their (%[)tains or kings, foi* we knew not 
Avhat to call them, came down with five or six num ami 
some women, and brought us five goats and two young fat 
steers, and gave them to us for nothing; and when we went 
to offer them anything, the captain or the king, would not 
let any of them touch it, or take anything of us. About 
two hours after, came another king, or captain, with forty 
or fifty men after him ; we began to ])e afraid of him, and 
laid hands upon our weapons ; but be perceiving it, caused 
two men to go before him, carrying tw^o long poles in their 
•iiands, which th«y held uj)riglit, as high as they could, 
which we presently perceived \^as signal of peace, and 
, these two poles they set up afterwards, sticking them up in 
the ground ; and when the king anrl his men came to these 
two poles, they stuck all their lances up in tlnj gi’ound, and 
came on unarmed, leaving their lances, as a|so their bows 
and arrows, behind them. 

This was to satisfy us, that they were come as friends, 
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and wo were very glad to see it ; for we had no mind to 
jjiiarnd with tht^m, if We could help it. 

Here w^e ol>«erved two things that were very material to 
us, even essentially so ; first, we found they had a great 
cltjal of (^artheriware here, which tlu^ make use of many 
ways, as yve did : pai'ticularly, they had long deep cartlicn 
]>ots, which they us(*d to sink into the ground, to keep the 
wal*cr w hich they drank cool and pleasant ; and the other 
was, that they had larger canoes than their neighbours had. 

^*Iiy this w’^e were prompted to inquire if they had no 
larger vessels thai^* those we saw there ; or if any other ol* 
the inhabitants had Jiot such. They signified presently, 
that they had no larger boats than that they showed us ; 
but that, on thee other side of the island, they had larger 
boats, and that wdth decks upon them, and large sails ; and 
tills made us resolve to coast round the whole island to see 
them ; so we ]U’ej>ared and victualled our canoe for the voy- 
Hgo, and, in a word, went to sea for the third time. 

It cost us a month or six weeks’ time to perform this 
voyage, in wdiich time W(i went on shore several times for 
watej* and provisions, and found the natives always very 
I'rec* and courteous. 

We eon tinned our voyage south for many weeks, though 
with several inteiwals of going on shore to get provisions 
and water. At length, coming round a point of land which 
lay about a league lui-ther than ordinary into the sea, we 
were agreeably surprised with a sight, ♦which, no doubii^ 
had been as disagrec^ible to* those concerned, as it was plea- 
sant to us. This was the wu’oek of an European ship,^ 
which had be(ju cast i#way u})oii the rocks, which in that 
place run a great w^ay into tiic si^a. 

We could^see plainly, at low water, a great deal of the 
ship lay diy ; even at high w^ater she was not entirely 
covered ; and that at most she did not lie above a league 
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from the shore. It Avill easily be believed, that our ’ 
curiosity l/?d us, the Mnnd and weadier also permitting, tq. 
go directly to her, which we ^did without any difficulty, 
and presf^ntly found that it was a Dutch-builf ship, and 
that she could not have been veiy long in that condition, a 
great deal of the upfier work of her stern remaining firm, 
with the niizen-niast standing. Her stern seemed to he 
jammed in between two ridges of the rock, and so remabeJ 
fast, all the fore-j)art of the ship having been beaten to 
pieces. 

It was a very pleasant siglit to us,^when, coming on 
shore, we saw all the marks and tokens of a ship-carpeaiter^s 
yard ; as a launch-block and cradles, scaffolds and planks, 
and pieces of planks, the remains of the building a ship or 
vessel ; and, in a word, a great many things that fairly iu- 
vit(‘(l us to go about the sjime work, and we soon came to 
understand, that the meh belonging to the ship that was 
lost, had saved themselves on shore, perhaps in their boat*, 
and had built themselves a bark or sloop, and so wore gone 
to sea again ; and inejuiriug of tlui natives which way they 
went, they pointed to the south find south-west, by which 
we could easily understaud they were gone away to the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

Nobody will imagine could be so dull as not to gather 
from hence, that we might take the same mc‘thod for our 
escape; so we resolved* first in general, that we Would try, 
if jx)ssiblc, to buifcl us a boat of one kind or other, and go 
to sea as our fate should direct. • 

^ When we came to set close to this work, we found it very 
laborious and difficult, having but ftw tools,, no iron-work, 
no cordage, no sails: so that, in short, what(;^^er we built, 
we were obliged to be our own smiths, ropevnakers, sail- 
makers, and indeed to practise twenty trades tkat we knew 
little or nothing of: however, necessity was the spur to 
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invention, and we did many things which before we thought 
imjn'acticable, that is to say, in our circumstances. 

• To be short, we spent four montlis here, and worked very 
hard too ; at tfie end of which time we launched our frigate, 
which, in if few words, had maiiy defects, but yet, all things 
considered, it was as well as we could expect it to be. 

Our debate now was Avhich way we sliould go, and never 
.were men so irresolute ; some wci’e for going to the east, and 
stretching away directly for the coast of Malabar ; but others, 
wbo (*(*nsidored more seriously the length of that voyage, 
skook their heads at the proj)osal, knowing very well tliat 
neither our provisions (esj)ecially of water), or our vessel, 
were (Hjual to such a run as that is, of near two thousand 
miles without any land toi^touch at in the way. 

These men too had all along had a great mind to a voyage 
for the mainland of Africa, where they said we should have 
a fair cast for our lives, and mighube sure to make ourselves 
ridli, which way soever we went, if we were but able to 
make our way tlirough, whether by sea or land. 

Besides, as the case stood with us, we had not much 
choice for our way ; for, if w^e had resolved for the east, we 
were at the wrong season of the year, and must have stayed 
till April, or May, before we had gone to scii. At length, 
as we lijid the wind at S.E. and E.S.E., and fine promising 
weather, we came all into the same proposal, and resolved 
for the coast of Africa. Nor were ^we long in disputing as 
to our coasting the island which wo were^upoii, for we were 
now upon the wrong side of the island for the voyage we 
intended; so we stood away to the north, and having 
rounded the cape, we hauled away southward, under the lee' 
of the island, chinking lo reiicli the west point of land, which, 
as I obscu'vCd before, runs out so far towards the coast of 
Africa, as wrould have shortened our run jilmost a hundred 
leagues. But w hen w'c had sailed about thirty leagues, we 
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found the winds variable under the shore, and right against 
us ; so we concluded to stand over cjirectly, for then we had 
the wind 'fair, and our vessel was but very ill fitted to li^ 
near the wind, or any way indeed but just aVore it. 

Having resolved upon it, therefore, we put into the shore 
to furnish ourselves again with fresh water, and other pro- 
visions, and about the latter end of March, with more cou- 
rage than discretion, more resolution than judgment, ^ we 
launched for the main coast of Africa. 

The voyage was much longer than we expected: our 
vessel, also, which had no sail that was jn-oport ioned to her, 
made but very little way in the sea, and sailed heavily. No 
great adventures indeed hajjpened in this voyage, being out 
of the way of everything that could offer to divert us ; and 
as for seeing any vessel, wc had not the least occasion to 
hail anything in all the voyage; for we saw not one vessel, 
small or great, the sea we were upon being entirely out of 
the way of all commerce, for the people of Madagasc^'ir kriKJW 
no more of the shores of Africa than we did, only that ther(j 
was a country of lions, as they call it, that way. 

At length we came to a very large bay, and in it several 
little creeks or rivers emptying themselves into the s(‘a, and 
we run boldly into the first creek we came at, where, seeing 
some huts and wild people about them on the shore, we ran 
our vessel into a little cove on the nort-h side of the creek, 
and held up a long pol^ with a white bit of clotli on it, /or 
'g signal of peace tp them. We found they understood us 
presently, for they came nocking to us, men, women, ’and 
children, most of them, of both sexes, stark naked. At first 
•they stood wondering and staring at us as if we had been 
monsters, and as if they had been frightened J but we found 
they inclined to be familiar with us afterwards.'' 

Wc were now landed upon the continent of Africa, the 
most desolate desert, and inhospitable country in the world, 
even Greenland and Ngva Zembla itself not excepted; ♦ith 
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fliffere^nce. only, that even the worst part of it we found 
inhabited ; though, takij^g the nature and quality of some 
oTthe ijihabitants, it might have been much better to us if 
there had been none. 

And, to add to the exclamation I am making on the nature 
oi' the place, it was here that we took ohe of the rashest and 
wildest, and most des])erate resolutions that was ever taken 
hy n)an, or any numljer of men, in the world ; this was to 
uavel over land through the lu^art of the ccmntrj", from the 
(y-ast of Mozambicpie, on the east ocean, to the coast of 
Ail^ola or Guinea, cjn the western or Atlantic Ocean, a con- 
tinent of land at least 1800 miles; in which journey we 
had excessivcj heats to support, impassable deserts to go 
over; no carriages, camels, •or beasts of any kind to cany 
our baggage, innumerable numbers of wild and ravenous 
iK'asts to encounter with ; such as lions, leopards, tigers, 
.lizards, and elephants; we liad the equinoctial line to pass 
under, and, consequ(*ntly, were in the veiy centre of the 
torrid zone; we had nations of savages to (mcounter with, 
barbarous and brutish to the last degree; hunger and thirst 
TO sirngghi witli ; and, in one word, terrors enough to have 
claunted the stoutest hearts that ever were placed iu cases 
of flesh and blood. 

Thm* httT)pened several very remarkabl(‘ incidents in this 
journey, as to how wq were, or were not, received friendly 
by the several nations of savages throiigh which we passed ; 
how we gathered great store of gold and »ivoiy ; how we 
delivered one negro kijig froifi c^iptivity, and restored him 
to his kingdom, which, perhaps, might contain about three 
hundred subjects; how^he entertained us; and how he 
aiade lus subiedts go and fe^^ch all our elephants’ teeth 
which we had been obliged to leave behind us, and to 
carry thcm'for us to the river, the name of which I forget, 
where we made rafts, and came down to one of the Dutch 
fceltlemcnts on the gold coast, where we arrived in perfect 
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licalth, and to our great sjitisfaction. As for our cargo of^ 
teeth, we sold it to the Dutch factory ; and it is to he 
observed that we had four pounds of gunpowder left whc"n 
we ended our journey. 

My comrades went away, in a small bark, to the two 
Portuguese factories, near Gambia, in the latitude of 14 
degrees ; and I went away to Cape Coast Castle, where 1 
got passtigc for England, and arrived there in Se})tenjber ; 
and thus ended my first harvest of wildcats; the rest were 
not sowcid to so much advantage. • 

I had neither friend, relation, nor acf|uaintance in Eng- 
land, though it was my native country : I had consequcntlj 
no person to trust with what I had, or to couns(jl me to 
secure or save it ; but, falling into ill company, and trust- 
ing the keeper of a public house in Eotherliithe with a 
great jmrt of my money, and hastily squandering away the 
rest, all that great sum, which I got with so much pains, 
and hazard, was gone in little more than two years’ time ; 
and, as I even rage in my own thoughts to reflect upon the 
manner how it was wasted, so 1 need record no more ; the 
rest merits to be concealed with blushes, for that it was 
spent in all kinds of folly and wickedness ; so this scene of 
my life may be said to have begun in theft and ended in 
luxury ; a sad setting-out, and a worse coming home. 

About the year 168G, I began to j^ee the bottom of my 
stock, and that it war time to think of farther adventures; 
for my spoilers,^as I call them, began to let me know, that 
as my money declined, their respej^t would ebb with it, 
and that I had nothing to expect of them farther than as I 
might command it by the force ^ of my money, which, in 
short, would not go an inch the farther for all that liad been 
spent in their favour before. 

This shocked me very much, and I concerved a just 
abhorrence of their ingratitude ; but it wore off ; nor had I 
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mot *\vith any regret at the waiting so glorious a sum of 
iiioiioy, as I brouglit toCngland with me. 

’ 1 ji(‘xt shipped myself, in jiii evil hour to be sure, on a 
vo)'age to (‘iuliz, in a ship called tlie Cruizer, and in the 
course of our voyage, being on the coast pf Spain, was obliged 
to ])Ut into the Groyn, by a strong south-west wind. 

Here I fell into comjiany with some masters of miscliief; 
and./nnong them, one forwarder than the rest, began an in- 
timati* eojitideuee with me, so that we called one another 
brothers, and communicated all our circumstances to one 
aiuTther: liis name was Harris. This follow came tome 
one morning, asking me if I would go on shore ? and 1 
agreed ; so we got the caj)taiirs leave fur the boat, and went 
together. When jjive were "togetlier, he asked me if I had 
a mind for an adventure that might make amends for all 
past misfortunes? 1 told liim, yes, with alllny heart; for 
.1 did not care when; 1 went, having nothing to lose, and 
noJ.)oilv to leave b(;hiiul me. 

He then asked me if I woidd swear to be secret, and that, 
if I did not agree to what he proposed, I would nevertheless 
newer betray him ? I readily bound myself to tliat, upon the 
most solemn imprecations and curses that the devil and 
both of us could invemt. 

Jle told me then, there was a brave fellow in the other 
diij), ])ointing to aucyther English ship which rode in the 
harbour, wlio, in concert with some of Ihe men, had resolved 
to mutiny the next morning, and run awajf with the ship; 
and that, if we could get strength enough among our ship’s 
company, we might do tlie stime. 1 liked the proj)osal very 
''veil, and he got eight of to join with him ; and he told 
tis, that as so^n* as his friend had begun the work, and 
was master of the slop, we should be ready to do the like. 
This was Iiis .plot ; and I, without the least hesitation, 
either at the villany of the fiict, or the difficulty of perfonn- 
it, came immediately into the wicKed conspiracy ; and 
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SO it went on among us ; but we could not bring our part ’ 
to perfection. 

Accortlingly, on the day appointed, his cvirrespondent in 
the otlier ship, whose name was Wilmot, began tin* work, 
and liaving seized the captain’s mate, and otli(*r otficers, 
seciirt‘d the sliip, and giive the signal to us. We wej*e but 
elev(‘n in our ship, who were in the consjuracy ; nor (joulJ 
we get any more that we could trust; so that, leaving life 
shi]), we all took the boat, and went off to join tlie other. 

Having thus left the ship I was in, we were (‘ntertafned 
with a great- deal of joy ])y Caj)1ain ilmot and 'liis now 
gimg; and, being j)repared for all manner of roguerv, bold, 
desperate*, I mean myself, with^)ut the least cheeks of con- 
science for what I was entered upon, or for anything 1 might 
do, much less with any apprehension of what might be the 
consequence of it; I say, having thus embarkiid witli this 
crew, which at last brought me to consort with the most- 
famous pirates of the age, some of whom have ended l^heir 
journals at the gallows; I think the giving an account of 
some of my other adventures may be an agreeable ])iece of 
story ; and this I may venture to say beforehand, upon the 
word of a jrirate, that I should not bo able to recollect the 
full, no not by far, of tlic great variety which has formed 
one of the most reprobate schemes that ever man was capa- 
ble to present to the world. 

I that was, ag I have hinted before, an original thief, and 
a pirate even by inclination })efore, was now in my element, 
and never undertook anything in my life with more parti- 
cular satisfaction. 

Captain Wilmot (for so we are now to call him), being 
thus possessed of a ship, and in the manner as you have 
heard, it may be easily concluded he had nothing to do to 

stay in the port, or to wait cither the attempts that might be 
made from the shore, or any change which might happen 
among his men. On the contrary, we weighed anchor the 
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title, and stood ont to sea, steering aAvay for tlui Ca- 
naries. Our sliip had 'twenty-two guns, hut wati ahle to 
carry thirty ; afid besides, as.she was fitted out for a mer- 
eliaiit ship <«dy, she was not Juriiished cither Avith ammu- 
nition or small arms suificient for our design, or i'or the 
occasion we might liave. in <;ase of a fight; so avc put into 
Cadiz, that i>s to say, avc came to an andior in the bay; and 
llii* (fa])tain, and one Avlioin av(‘ called young Caj>taiii Kid, 
Avho Avas tlie gunner, and some of tlic men, Avijo could best 
be Jrusted, among A\diom Avas my comrade Harris, Avbo was 
nijule second mate, and myself, avIio Avasmade a lieutenant; 
some bales of IhigJish goods Averi* ]»roposcd to Ix' carried on 
shore AA'itli ns for sale ; but,my comrade, Avlio Avas a com- 
.]>lcte lelloAV at Ins* business, proposf‘d a better Avay for it; 
and, liaving been in the town betbn^, told us, in short, that 
he would buy Avhat poAvder and bullet, small arms, oranj!*- 
*tlun;j (dse Ave wanted, on his oaaui Avord, to be }>aid for Avhen 
i]K^y came on board, in such English goods as Ave had there. 
This Avas by much tlu* best AA’^ay, and accordingly he and the 
ca.j)tain Avent on shore by theinseh^es, and, having made such 
a bargain as they lound jbr their turn, came away again in 
two liours’ time, and )>ringing only a butt of Avine, and five 
cashs of Injindy with them, aau*. all Aventoii board agsiiii. 

The n<*,xt morning tAvo bareo-longoes came oil* to us, 
dec])ly loaden, with fiVe Spiniardson board them, for traffic. 
Onrt'aptain sold them good penny Avortlis, ai^dtJjej^ delivered 
tis sixieeu Ixirrcls of poAvder,,twelA"(? small riiiidlets ol line 
.powder for our small arms, sixty muskets, aTid twelve fusees 
fhr the officers ; s(wcnteeii tons of cannon ball, fifleeii barrels 
of musket-bulletii, Avitli sAine sAvords, and twenty good pair 
<^f I>Jslols. Befiides this they brought tliirteen butts of Avine 
(for Ave, that A^:«^rc noAv all become gentlemen, scorned to 
^Wnk the ship’s beer), also sixteen puncheons of brandy, 
'With twelve barrels of raisins, and tAveiity chests of lemons; 
till which were j)aid for in English goods ; and, over and above, 
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tlie captain received six Inindred pitjces of eight in money. 
They wcnild have conn* again, l)uL Y/e would st;iy no longer. 

From hence we sailed to tl\e Canaries, imd from thence 
onward to tlic Indies, where we committed some de- 

predation u])on the S>paniards for j)rovisions, and took some 
prizes, hut none of any gia^at value. 

Out of all the prizes we took here', we took their powder 
and bullet, their small arms and cutlasses; and as for their 
men, we always took the surgeon and the carjienler, as 
persons avIio were of particular usc‘ to us uj)on many oC^ca- 
sions : nor Avere they ahvays lunvilling tf. go Avith us ; though 
for their OAvn security, in cast; of accidents, they might 
easily protend they Avere carrit^d aAvay by three; of Avhich 
I shall give a pleasant account in the co-ursi; of my other 
expeditions, 

# We had one very merry ftdlow h(*rc, a tpiaker, Avhosi* 
name Avas William Walters, AA-hoin avo took out of a sIt)op' 
bound from Pennsylvania to Barbadoes. He AAms siirgt^an, 
and they called liim doctor; but 1 k‘ Avas not (employed in 
the sloop as a surgeon, but Avas going to Barbado<‘s to get 
u hertli, as tlie siiilors call it. However, he had all his 
surgeon’s chest tm board, and Ave matle him go Avilh us, and 
take all his iinplemtnits Avith him. lie Avas a comic fclhav 
indeed, a man of A^ery good solid sense, and an exctdlent 
surgeon; but, Avhat Avas AA-orth all, very good humoured, 
and j)]easaut in his conversation, and a bold, stout fellow 
too, as any Ave fiad among us. 

I found William, as I thought, hiot very averse to go 
along Avith us, and yet resolved to do it so, that it might be 
apparent he was taken away by fircje ; and, to this purpose, 
he comes to me : Friend, says he, thou sayest I must go 
with thee, and it is not in my poAver to i;esi,‘jt thee, if I 
Avould ; but I desire thou Avilt oblige tlic.mastcr of the 
sloop Avhich I am on hoard, to certify under his hand, that 
I was taken away *by Ibrce, and against my will. And 
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tliirt ho sai<l witli so much satisfaction in Lis face, that I 
not l)iit nndcrstand liini. Ay, ay, says I, whether 
H be against your will or no, Til rnakc^ him aifd all the 
iiu'ii give y<ui a certifleaU^ eff it, or I’ll take them all along 
witii ns, anti keep tliein lill they do. So I drew up th(‘ 
«;ei‘tificate myscllj whej*<‘in 1 wrote llwft he w'as taken away 
ly nijiin force, as a prisoner, by a jarate sliij); that they 
t;arrK*d away his cliest and instrnmi*nts first, and then 
bound his liands behind him, and forced liim into their 
])ojit; and this was signed by the master and all his men. 

A<‘coi*dingly 1 fell a swearing at him, and called to my 
men to tie his hands behind him, and so Ave put him into 
uiir boat, and carri('(l liim aAvay. Wlien 1 had him on 
board, 1 called him to Now, friend, says I, I have 

brouglit you away by force, it is true, bnt 1 am not of the 
oj)iiiion I have bi’uiiglit you away so much against your 
will as they imagine : come, sjiys 1, you will be a useful 
man. to us, and yon shall liave very good usage among us. 
8o I uuHhxiiid his hands, and first ordered all things that 
befiuged to him to be restored to him, and our captain 
gave him a dram. 

Tliou hast dealt friendly by me, says he, and I Avill be 
])l:iin with thee, whether I came willingly to lliec or not. 
1 shall yiake myself as useful to thee as I can ; but thou 
knowest it is not my business to meddle Avhen thou art to 
fight. No, no, says tlie captain, hu/ you may meddle a. 
little Avhcii we share the money. Those Vangs at'e useful 
to furtjish a surgeon’s chest, aays William, and smiled, but 

I shall be moderate. 

» 

111 short, William Avas a most agre(*.able companion ; but 
he liad the bettc*r of us in this part, that, if aa^c Avere taken, 
Ave Avere sure A) be hangt'd, and he Avas sure to escape ; and 
he kiicAv kAvefl enough : but, in short, he was a spriglitly 
fellow, and fitter to be captain than any of us. I shall have 
often ail occasion to speak of him in tlie rest of the story. 

N 3 
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Our ciniislng so long in tlicise seas began now to be so 
well known, tliat, not in England only, l>ut in Erancc and ’ 
Spain, accounts had bct'n nnwh? })iit:>lic of our adventures, 
and many stories told how we-murdered thh pef)])!e in cold 
blood, tying th(‘ni back to back, and throwing tlieni into 
the sea: one half of nvhich, howevtT, was not true, though 
more Avas done than it is lit to spt'ak of here. 

The eons(*<|neiice of this however was, that several Eng- 
lish nj(‘n of Avar Avere sent to the West Indies, and Vere 
])articularly instrueted to eruisc in the bay of Mexico, and 
the gulf of Florida, and among tlie Ikahama Islands,^ ii‘ 
possible to attack us. So Ave stood away for the ish; of 
Trini<Iad, Avhere, tliongh there Avere Spaniards on shore, 
yet Ave landed some men AA'itli, our lioat, and cut a very 
good piece ()f fir to niakc^ us a new top-mast, which avc 
Avere much in Avant of, and Avhicli avc got fiU(;d u]) eflectually ; 
and also A\*e got some cattle liere to eke out our ])rovisioiis; 
and, calling a council of Avar among ourselves, avc resolved ‘ 
to (juit those seas li)r the i>resent, and steer aAvajr for the 
coast of JJrazil. 

The first thing avc attemptCMl hero was only getting fresh 
Avater : but Ave h^arnt, that tluu'e lay the l^ortiiguese fleet at 
the bay of All Saints, bound for Lisbon, ready to sail, and 
only Availing for a lair Aviiid. I'liis made us lie by? Avishiiig 
to see them jmt to sc^a, and accordingly as thiy Avere with 
or Avithout convoy, to^ attack or avoid them. 

It sjuaing up {I fresh gale in the evening, at S.W. by W., 
AAdiich, being fiiir for tlie Povtiigal fleet, and the wcatlicv 
pleasant and agreeable, Ave lieard tlib signal given to uR-. 

moor, and, running in under the island of Si , ^ 

hauled our niain-sfiil and furc-sjiil‘\ip in tlv^ brails, lowered 
the top-sjiil upon the cap, and clewed theili up, that avo 
might lie as snug as we could, expecting tlK'ir coming out, 
and the next morning saAv the Avliole fleet ••come out ac- 
cordingly, but not ^t all to our satisfaction, for they con- 
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sistcd of twenty-six sail, and most of them sliips of force as 
^vell as luirthen, both merchantmen and men-of-war ; so, 
fi*.'ein,L*’ then* was no ni^'cldlinj^, we lay still where. we were 
till the ll(‘et was -out of .sight, and then stood off* and 
on, in hojK'Ji of m(‘eting Avith fnrtlier purchase. 

It A\as not long befm'e Ave Siuv a s^nl, and immedialoly 
gave ln*r chase ; but she j)roA"ed an exeelhait sidlor, and, 
standing out to sea, Ave saAA^ j)lalnly she trusted to her licels 
-i— that is to say, to her sails. IIoAviwer, as avo Avere 
a clean sliij), av<^ gaijicd iijxm her, though slowly, and, had 
wt^liad a. day before us, wo sliould certainly liaA^c come up 
Avitli ]u*r; but it j^rcAv dark ajiace, and in tliat case Ave 
knew we should lose siglit of lier. 

Oiii- merry (puAci*, j>ercenviiig us to croAvd still after her 
in tl/e (lark, AAdieivin avc could not see Avluch Avay shcAvent, 
(;ame \eiy drily to me: Friend Singleton, says he, dost 
thee b'uoAv Avliat Ave are doing? Says I, Yes, Avhy av(‘, are 
’eliasing yon sliij), arc avo not ? And hoAv dost thou knoAV 
that ? s^ys lu*, very gravely still. Nay, that’s true, says I 
again, we cannot be sun,'. Yes, friend, says lie, I think avc 
may Ik* sure tliat Ave are running away from Ikt — not 
chasing her. J aiti afraid, adds he, thou art turned quaker, 
and hast, resolved not to use tlie liand of jx>Aver, or art a 
c()wai*(l, and art flying from ihy enemy. 

Wljat do you mean? says I (1 think I swore at him) ; 
what do 3^' sneer atlioAV ; you have alAva3^s one dry rub or 
uiiutlier to give us. • 

Nil}", siys ]je, it is plain enough the sliif> stood off to sea** 
due (*ast, on jairpose^to lose us, and thou mayest be sure 
her business (Iocs not lie tliat Avay ; for Avhat should she do, 
nt the coast, ofj Africa ii this latitude, whi(di should be as 
fiir s(.>iith as <>ongo or Angola ? But as soon as it is dark, 
that Ave sliall, lose sight of h.cr, she Avill tae.k, and stand 
away Avest again for the Brazil coast, and for the bay, 
where, thou knoAvest, she was going before; and arc we 
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not then running away from her ? I am gi’catly in hopes, 
friend, says lli(i dry gibing oreature, thou wilt turn quakcr, 
for I see 'thou art not tor iighting. * 

Very well, William, sjiys I, then I shall mak/? an ex- 
cellent pirate. However, William was in the 'right, and I 
apprehended what iie meant immediately; and Cajitain 
Wilmot, wlio lay very sick in his cabin, oA'^erliearing us, 
understood him as well as I, and called out to me that 
William was right, and it was our l)(*st way to change our 
course, and stand away for the bay, wht;re it was ten to pno 
but we should snaj) her in the morning. »» 

Accordingly, we went alioiit ship, got our larboard tacks 
on board, set the top-gallant sfiils, and cmwded ibr tlie ])ay 
of All Saints, where we came to an an^ior, earl y in the 
morning, just out of gun-shot of the fortA AVe furled our 
sails with ro])e-yarns, that we might haul liome the sheets 
without going up to loose them, and, lowering oui* main and 
fore-yai’ds, looked just as if we had lain there a good while. 

In two hmtrs aft(?r we stiw our game standing in f(»r tlie 
bay with all the sail slie could make, and she came inno- 
cently into our very mouths, Ibr we lay still till we saw her 
almost within gunshot, Avhen our tbre-niast geers, being 
stretched fore; and aft, we first ran up our yards, and then 
hauled home the top-sail shce.ts; ihe rope-yarns that furh^d 
them giving way of themselves, the sails were set in a few 
minutes; at the siirne time slipjung our cable, we came 
^ upon her before jhe could got under way upon the other 
tack. They were so surprised tliat they ina<lc little or no 
resistance, but struck JiHer tlie first broadside. 

• AVe were considering what to do with lier, when AA^illiara 
came to me : Hark thee, friend, sa.^s he, theu hast made a 
fine piece of W’ork oi* it now, hast thou notJ To borrow 
tliy iieiglibour’s ship licrc just at thy neigh b(Air’>i door, and 
never ask him leave. Now, dost thou not tlilnk th(‘re arc 
pome mcn-of-war in the port ? Thou hast given them the 
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.alaiTii sufnciently ; tlioii wilt have them upon tljy hack 
bdbre night, depend iy;)on it, to ask thee wherefore thou 
didst so. 

'J'lTily,* William, said I, for aught I know, that maybe 
true. AVliat, then, shall W'o do next? Says he, Thou hast 
l>ut two things to do, either tt) go in and take all the rest, 
or else get tln‘e gone before they cormi out and take thee ; 
for J. see they ari* hoisting a to]>-ina,st to yon great ship, 
ill ord(T to j)Ut to sea immexliately, and they won’t, be long 
h(‘fwrc‘ tiny come to talk with thee ; and what wilt thou say 
to fliem Avlujn tliey iisk thee why thou borrtiwcst their ship 
without leave ? 

As William said, so it was : we (*.oiild see by our glasses 
they were all iu ajhurry, nfanning and fitting some sloops 
they bad tluTii, and a large* man-of-war, and it was plain 
lliey would soon be with us ; lait w'e were not at a lo.^s what 
Jo ilo. We found tlie ship we bad takiai was loaden with 
ii()thiiig eoiisidoral)le for our purpo.se, except, some cocoa, 
some sugar, and twenty barrels of Hour; the rest of her 
loading was hides ; so we took out all we thought for our 
tuj-ii, and, among the rest, all her ammunition, great sliot, 
and small arms, and turned her of!*; wa*. also took a- caldc 
* and tlinte anchors she had, which Avere for our ])ur]>osc, 
and some f>f lier sails. She liad enough lell just to carry 
her into port, and that Avas all. 

Having done this, Ave stood on ujum tlio Brazil coiist;, soiith- 
AA^ard, till A\^e came to the moutli of tlie rivitr Jaiuuro : but, 
as we* had two days the Aviniil blcwing hard at S.E. and 
Ave were obliged to come to an anchor under a little 
Wand, and Avait for a. Avin^l. In this time, the Portuguese 
had, it s(‘ems, giten notice* oAu rland to the governor there, 
that a pirate Avas u]>oii the coa.st ; so that, Avhen we came in 
’vioAv of the poj4, Ave saw tAv^o lUen-of-Avar riding just wiA- 
t>ut ilio bar, Avlien'ofone AA^e found Avas getting under siiil 
'vith all possible speed, having slipt he j cable, on purpose to 
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Speak with us ; tlio otl kt was not so forward, l)Ut was pr(‘- 
paring 1o iollow ; in lt‘ss lliaii an lionr tluy stood fair butli 
after us, Svilh all llu* sail they coula make*. 

Had not the. night come on, William’s words had henn 
made good; they would c.ertainly have asked us th(» (pies- 
tion, what Ave did then* ? tor avo iound the foremost ship 
gained nj)on us, especially upon om^ tack; lor Ave ])licd 
away fiom tlieni to AvindAvard; hut in the dark losing siglit 
of them, Ave n‘solved to change our course*, and staml invay 
dij-(‘ctly to sea, not doul)ting hut Ave should losej them in 
the niglit. „ 

* - 4 

Whether the* Portuguese commamleT gn(\ssed Ave Avould 
do so or ne>, I know not ; hut in the morning, Avhe]i the 
daylight aj^iu'ared, instead of ha^/ing lost him, Avej fouiulhim 
in chax* of us, uhout a league astern; duly, to our great 
ge)e»d l<)rtun(‘., Ave Coidd ser hut euie of the tw'o; ]ie)AVever, 
this one Avas a gi'eat- sld]), earrie‘d six and 1e)rty guns, and 
, ail admirable sailer, as a j)j)eare*d hy he*r onlsailing ns; Icf 
our ship Avas an execdlent saile*r too, as I liave* said helorCI. 

Win *11 1 lound this, I e‘asily saw th(*re Avas iie) rc‘mc*cly, 
but Ave must ejignge; and, as Ave* kn(*w Ave could exj)e‘ct no 
quarters from those* scoundrejls the*, Portugue*s(*, a nation 1 
had an original aversion to, 1 let Captain Wilme)t know how 
it Avas. Tlie cajdain, sick as he Avas, jumped ^u]) in the 
cabin, and Avoulel he le*d e>ut upon the deck (for he Ava< 
A^Ty Aveak), to see how" it Avas. Well, says lie, Ave’ll 
them. ^ j 

Onr men w’^ere all in good helore ; hut to sec the 

captain so brisk, Avho had lain ill ol* a caleniture ten or 
eleven days, gave them double courage, and they Avent liil 
hands to Avork to make a clear shi]) and he ready. Wil- 
liam the qnaker comes to me Avith a kind of smile : Friend? 

he, wliat does yon ship follow us loj ? .Why, SJiys 
I, to fight us, you may h(5 sure. Well, sayS he, and AviU 
she come up Avith ^s, dost thou think ? Yes, said I, you 
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soo slir‘ will. Why, then, friend, sjiys the dry wretch, why 
dcM^t llioii run from h(*r^till, when thou sec^st slie will over- 
tnke the(^ ? will it be biTter for us 1<> be overt.'ikeii furthitr 
(iir lh;in here ? Much at onfc for that, says I; why, what 
A\()ul(l yon •Iiave. us do? Do! siij^s he, let us not give 
ihr ]K>or man more trouble than needs Viust; let us stay for 
iiim, and hear what he has to sa.y to us. lie will talk to 
us ijijM)wd(*r and ball, said I. Very av(‘11 then, says hi‘, if 
tlial ])('. Ills country language, we must talk to him in the 
siriie, must we not? or else how shall lie understand us? 
Vitry well, AVilliani^ s;iys I, we understand you. And the 
ca])tain,as ill as he was, called to me, William’s right again, 
says Im*, as good here as a l(‘ague fiirtlu'r. So gave? a 
Avord of command. Haul upthe niainsaii ; we’ll short eii sail 
Ibr liiin. 

Aeeordingly we shoi*t(*ned .s:iil ; and, as Ave expected her 
jijjon our l(H'-side, Ave being tJieii U])on our starboard tack, 
brought eighteen of our guns to the larboard side, resolving 
to'give liim a broadside tliat should Avarin him; it Avas about 
half ail hour betore lie ca,me xi]> with us, all A\diieli time 
Ave luifi'd up, tliat avc might keep the wind of him, by 
ivliich he was oliU^ed to run up under our l(*e, as wa de- 
signed him ; Avheii Ave got him ujion our (piartcT, we edged 
d»)Avii, aiuUreceived the fire of five or six of his guns; by 
tin's time you may be sure all our hands Avere at tlicir 
quarters, so we clapped our helm hp,rd a-Aveather, let go 
the Uh‘- braces of the iiiaiii top-sail, and laij it a-back, and < 
so onr shi]) fell atliAvart the 12ortiigues(' shiji’s IniAvse ; then 
We immediately poured in our broadside, i-aking them fore 
and aft, and killed tliem a gi-eat many men. 

'Die Portuguese, Ave could see, Avere in the utmost con- 
fusitin ; and, not being aware of our design, their ship hav- 
hig fresh wuy,^raii their bowsiirit into the lore part of our 
Liiiin shrouds,* as that they coidd not easily get clear of us, 
and so we lay locked after that iriann<jr ; the enemy could 
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not bring above two or three guns, besides their small arms,, 
to bear .upon us, wliilc we playcyl our whole broadside 
upon him. 

Ill the middle of the heat of* this fight, as I was v^'ry busy 
upon tlio (]uarter-deek, the captain calls to me,Vor he never 
stim*d from us, What on earth is friend William a^doiirr 
yond(*r, says the captain, has he any business ujion decdc I 1 
stej)t forward, and tlunai was friend William, Avith Uyo uy 
tJiree stout folloAVs, lashing the ship's boAvsprit fast to our 
mainmast, for fear tluy should gel away from us ; and eAieiy 
now and then he pulled a bottle out of ,his p(»ek(?t, and gVive 
the men a dram to encourage them. "J'he shot Jknv about 
liis ears as thick as may be suppos(‘,d in such an action, 
Avh(Te the Portuguese, to give fliem their due, fought very 
briskly, believing at fiirst they Avere surci of their game, and 
trusting to their superiority; but tluire Avas William, as 
composed, and in as ])erfect trancjuillity as to danger, as i[. 
he had been over a bowl of punch, only vcuy busy si*ciiring 
the matter, that a ship of forty-six guns should not run 
iiAvay from a ship of eight-and-twenty. 

This Avork was loo hot to hold long; our men belnwed 
bravely, our gunner, a gallant man, shouted below, |)ouriiig 
in his shot at such a rate, tliat the Portuguese began to 
slaekeii their fire ; Ave had dismount (*d several of their guns 
by firing in at their forecast h*, and rgking them, as 1 said, 
fore and aft; and pr(*sently comes William up to me: 
Friend, s^Iys he, •very calmly, what dost thou iiuian ? Why 
dost thou not visit thy neiglibour ^ in the shij), the door 
being open for thee ? I understood liim immediately, for 
our guns had so tom their Iiull, tl^at we had beat tAvo port- 
holes into one, and the bulk-liead of their ^.eerage Avas split 
to pieces, so that they could not retire to ihtiir close quar- 
ters; I then gave the word immediattdy to toard them. 
Our second lieutenant, with about thirty men, entered in 
an instant over the forecastle, followed by some more, with 



OF eAFTATN SINGLETON. 


189 


.iho bontswalii, and cuttinp^ in pieces about twenty-five 
men tlia-t they found lyKni llie deck, and then, {ibrowing 
some gr(‘nado(*Ji into the steerage, l]j(‘y entered there also ; 
n])on Avlueli^ the Portuguese* cried quarter presently, and 
Ave mast ('red the ship, contraiy inch'ed to our own (iX])ecta- 
tion ; for w(‘ Avould Inn^e compoundecf with tlu'in, if lliey 
Avouid Imve sh(‘(*red off, but laying tlnun athwart thi* haAVSC 
at and following our fire furiously, without giving 
tlieiii any time to get ch'ar of us, and work their shij) ; by 
thiff im'aijs, though they had six-and-forty guns, they were 
nof able to point, tliein IbrAvard, as 1 said above, f)r we 
beat llioin immediately from their guns in the forecastle, 
and kilJc'd them abundance of men Ix't.Aveen d<‘cks, so that, 
Avlien W(* i‘nter(Hl.,they lifcf hardly found men enough to 
figlit us hand to hand u])on their d(.*ck. 

Tlie surprise of joy, to hear the Portuguese cry quarter, 
-and see their ancient struck, Avas so great to our captain, 
avIh), as 1 liave said, was reduced very weak Avith a high 
fever, that it gave him new life. Nature conquered the 
disl(‘in])er, and tin* fever a.l>at(td that very night; so that in 
two or tliree days he Avas sensibly better: his strength 
began to come, and he Avas able to give his orders effect- 
ually in everything tluit was material, and in about ten 
days A\ as ehtirely Avell, and about the sliip. 

Jn the mean time,. I took possession of the Portuguese 
man-ol-Avar ; and Captain Wilmot made me, or rather 
1 made mysehj captain of her lor the f^rcsent. About 
thirty* ol‘ their seamen# took service Avith us, some of Avhom 
^ero French, some Genoese; and Ave set the rest on shore 
the next day, on a litt\p island on the coast of Brazil, 
oxcxipt, some wpfinded men, who were not in a condition to 
he removed, and whom we weie bound to keep on board ; 
btit-Ave had ai^occasion afterwards to dispose of them at the 
Ciipc', Avhere, at their own request, wc set them on shore. 

Captain Wilmot, as soon as the sliip was taken, and the 
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prisoners stowed, was for standing in for the river Janeiro* 
again, net don])tjng tliat Ave slionAl meet Avitli the other 
man-of-war, Avho, not liaving lK*en able to find us, and 
having losi the eonipanj’^ of her comrade, woyld c(*rtainly 
be return(*d, and might be sur])rised by the shi]^ W(; had 
taken, il’AVO carried Iknlngiiese colours; and our men Avero 
all for it. 

* ' Bui our friend 'William gave us better counsel ; for ho 
came to me; Fricnid, says he, 1 understand th(‘ captain ir< 
for Sidling back to the Kio Janeiro, in hopes to niei't AVilh 
the other ship that Avas in cli;is(‘ of ihee yc‘Stc*rday. fs it 
true, dost thou inbmd it? Why, yes, says I, Williiiin, 
pray Avhy not ? Xay, wiys lui, thou inayest do so if llion 
wilt Well, I know tluit loo* AVilliiuv, said 1; but the 
captain is ii man Avho Avill be ruled by reason ; Avliat haA^o 
you to s<ay to it ? Why, siiys William, gravely, 1 cnly ash 
what is thy business, and the business oi'all the people thoir 
hast Avith thee? Is it not to get money? Yes, William, 
it is so, in our honest Avay. And Avouldst thou, says he, 
rather have money Avithout fighting, or fighting witliont 
money? I mean, AAdiich Avouldst thou have by choice, 
suppose it to be left to Ihee ? O William, says I, the first 
of the two, to be sure. Why tlien, says lie, Avhat great gain 
liast thou made of the prize llwm hast taken noAV, though it 
lias'cost thee the lives of thirteen of ^ thy men, beside some 
hurt ? It is true, thefu hast got the shi]> and some prisoners; 
but thou Avoul^est have had twice tln^ booty in a merchant 
ship, with not one quarter of the vighting ; and how dost 
thou know either Avhat force, or what number of men, may 
be in tlie other ship, and what Ioc s thou mayest suffer, and 
what gain it shall be to thee, if thou takei her ? 1 think 

indeed thou mayest much better let her alope^ 

Why, William, it is true, said I, and I’ll go tell the cap- 
tain Avhat your opinion is, and bring you word what he 
Bays. Accordingly^! Avent to the captain, and told him 
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•IVillitnn’s reasons; and the. captain was of liis mind — that 
our lau^im'ss Avas iiidce(?»h*^hting Avlien Ave could ?iot liolp 
it, l)ut that onr-niam <ifrair was moiuy, and that Avith as 
few hloAVs ajj W(‘ could. Ho that adventure was laid aside, 
and w(* stood along-shore again sontl^ lor the river I)e la 
VhU \, exj)oeting some purchase tlier(*abonts ; esj)ecially avc 
liad oiir (‘y(‘s upon some of the Spanish ships from Buenos 
Ayix^* which are generally V(‘ry j'icli in silver, and one 
snclj j>i ize Avouhl have done our business. We j>Hed about 
herC*, in tlie lalitudi* of lu^nr 22 degree's south, for near a 
month, and nothing ^dfcTed ; and lu*re av<‘ began to consult 
what AV(‘ should do lu'xt, for Ave had coinci to no resolution 
yet. Iiuh'ed, my design Avas alAvays for tlu' Ca])e de Bona 
Spc'ivin/a, and so ito the', l^ist Indies. 1 had heard some 
Hauling stories of Captain Avery, and the fine things lu'. had 
done ill tlu' Indies, Avliieh Avere doubled, and doubled, even 
-ten tlionsandlbld : and from taking a gri'at prize in the bay 
of. Bengal, AAdiere he took a lady, said to be the (Ireat 
Ihigufs daughter, Avith a great (piautity of jeAveds about 
li(T, Ave had a stoiy told us, that he took a IVIc^gul ship, so 
thi' foolish siiilors called it, louden Avitli diximonds. 

1 Avuiild fain have had friend William’s ad vice — Avhither 
Avo sliould go ; but he always jnit it ofl*Avitli some quaking 
quil)l)le or*other. In short, lie did not care for directing us 
neither. Whether he made a piece of conscience of il, or 
whether he did not care to venture lufA^ing it come against 
him afieiwards, or no, this 1 krioAA^ not ; bftt we concluded 
at last Avithout him. • 

• We Avere, however, pretty long in resolving, and hank- 
ered about the Rio d<i latPJala a long time*. At last we 
spied a sail to windward, .and it Avas such a sail as I believe 
had not bcftn^scen in that part of the Avorld a great 
■vvliilo. It* Ava^ted not that we should give it chase, for it 
stood directly toAvard||^]as, asAvell as they that steered could 
^nake it, and even tfeat was more accident of Aveatlicr than 



192 


LIFE, AETENTURES, AND. TIRACIES 


anything else ; for, if tho wind had chopt about anywhere,, 
they must have gonc^ with it. 1 leave any man that is a 
sailor, or understands anything of a ship, to judge whaf'a 
figure this sliij) made when we first saw her, and what wc 
could imagine was the matter with her. Her main top- 
mast was cornt' by the board, about six feet ahov(^ tlie cap, 
and fell forward, the head of the top-gallant mast hanging 
in tlie fore shrouds by the stay; at the same tinnr, ihe 
pared of the rnizen to]>sail yard, by some aceident, giving 
way, the mizen to])sail braces (the standing part of Avhicli 
being fast to the main topsiiil shrouds^. brought the rnfeen 
topsiul, yard and all, down with it, wdiich spia^ad ovei’ j)art 
of the quarter-d<*ck like an awning ; tho foi*e topsail was 
hoisted up two-thirds of the •mast, Ini^t the sheets Averc 
flown ; the fore-yard was lowered down upon the forecastle, 
the sail loose, and part of it hanging overboard. In this 
manner she came down upon us with the wind quartering,. 
In a word, the figure the Avhole shij) made was the most 
confounding to men that understood the sea that ever was 
seen. She had no boat, nidther had she any colours out. 

Wlien we came near to her we fired a gun to bring her 
to. She took no notice of it, nor of us, ])iit came on just 
as she did before. We fired agjxin, but it was all one. At * 
length wc came within j)istol-shot of one another, but no- 
body answered, nor appeared ; so we began to think that 
it was a ship gone a 4 ’Jiore somewhere in distress, and, fh^ 
men having forsaken her, the high tide had floated her off 
to sea. Coming nearer to her, we pm up alongside of her 
so close that we could hear a noise within her, and see tlje 
motion of several people through^her ports. 

Upon this we manned out two boats V\ill of men, and 
very well armed, and ordered them to board her at tlie 
same minute, as near as they could, and t!q enter, one at 
her forechains on one side, and the other a-mid-ship on 
the other side. Asfsoon as they caMe to the ship’s side, a 
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.surprising multitude of black' sailors, such as they were, 
a])p(*ared upon deck, ajid, in short, terrilied our. men so 
ii^nch, that the .boat Ajdiich was to enter her men in the 
waist stoCd oif again, and durst not board her ; and the 
nu*n that entered out of the other boat, hading the iirst 
boat, as tln^y thought, beaten off, and s<»eing the shij) full 
of UH'ii, jmnped all baek again into their boat, and put off, 
not kuvnviiig what the matter was. Upon tliis we prei)ared 
to poor iii a broadside uj)on lier : but onr friend William 
set Jis to rights again here: ibr it seems he guessed how it 
waf sooner than we-di^l ; Jtml coining uj) to me (for it was 
our ship that came U]) with her), Friend, sjiys lie, I am 
of (Opinion thou art wrong in this matt(*r, and tliy men ha\e 
tu eii wrong also ip their dbnduet: I’ll tell thee how thou 
slialt take tins ship, without making use of those things 
called guns. How ean that be, William? siiid L Why, 
he, thou mayst take Ikt with thy helm; thou seest they 
keep no steerag<‘, and thou s(*cst the condition they are in ; 
b(»ar(l h<‘r witli thy ship under her lee ipiartor, and so enter 
her iWnu the shij) ; 1 am jKTsuaded tliou wilt take her with- 
cnit figliting ; iur there is som(* mischief has beliiUeu the 
shi]>, \Ylnch M"e know nothing of. 

* 111 a word, it Inung a smooth sea,, and little wind, I took 

his advde^e,* and laici lier aboard. Immediately our me;i 
cut(‘re(] tlie ship, wliere we Ibund a large ship, with upwards 
of hundred negioes, men and w^imoii, boys and girls, 
and not one Christian, or white man on boafd. 

I was struck Avith li('n*or af the sight ; for immediately I 
<i<jncluded, as Avas partly tlie ease?, that lliesc black Avretches 
had got loose, had niurd(!ijed all the white men, and throAvn 
them into the s^;rf; and I had no sooner told my mind to the 
but the tlnnight of it so enraged them, that I had 
*imch ado to kjfep luy men from cutting them €dl in pieces, 
hut William, Avith iriany persuasions, jircAUiilcd upon them, 
telling them that it Avas nothing but^ AAdiat, if tlicy were 

O 
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in the negroes’ condition, they would do if they could ; and 
that the negroes lind really the/ highest injustice done 
them, to 1)0 sold for slaves without their consent ; and that 
the law of nature dictati*d it to them ; tliat tliey’ ought Tint 
to kill them, and tlait it would he wilful murder to do it. 

This prevail (‘d Avith ihein, and cooled th(*ir first h(‘at ; ko 
they only knocked doAm tAAa*nty or thirty of them, and the 
rest ran all doAvn l)0tAV(*eu decks to llieir first ^ilaees 
helicwing, as avc fancied, that avc AA'cre tli(*ir first masUr.'^ 
com(‘ again. • 

It Avas a most unaccoiintahlo ditficii? ly avc had next ^ for 
Ave could not make them undcTStand omi Avoi*d Ave sairl, nor 
could Ave und(*rstarul one Avord ourseh^es that they said. 
We endeaA''oured hy signs to a'l^k ^lumi , whence they came; 
hut tluy could niak(; nothing of it. We pointed to the 
great cabin, to the roundhouse, to the cook ’-room, tlien to 
our faces, to ask if tiny had no AAdiit(‘ men on hoard, arid 
Avhere they were gone : ])ut they could not understand 
Avhat AVC meant. On the other liand, they poinhid to oui 
boat and to their ship, asking questions as Avell as they 
could, and said a thousand things, and expressed th(*ni* 
selves Avith great eanu^stness ; but aa^i^ could not understand 
a AA'ord of it all, or knoAv Avhat they meant by any of their* 
signs. 

We knew very well they must have been taken on board 
the ship as slaA^es, and that it must be; by some Eu3:<^poan 
people too. W e could easily see that the shij) was a Dutch- 
Imilt ship, but very much allored, ihaviiig been built up^n, 
and, as we supposed, in France ; for avc found tAvo orthi;ce 
French books on board, and ajp^erwards Ave found clothes, 
linen, lace, some old shoes, and several o^Jier things. We 
Ibund, among the provisions, some barrels of Irish bc^ef, sonic 
Newfoundland fish, and several other evidqncet^ that there 
had been Christians on boa^d, but suav no remains of them. 
We found not a sAV^ord, giui; pistol, or weapon of any kind, 
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except some cutlasses; and the negroes had hid themheloAv 
where* they lay. We asked them what was becojne of all 
rije small arms, j>oinl ing to our own, and to the places whore 
those b('k)nging to the ship Ifad hung. One of the negroes 
understood *nie jnvisently, and beckoned to me to come up 
upon tlie deck, where, taking my fuzee, which I never let 
go out of my hand for some time after we had mastered the 
sbi]);.I sjiy, offering to take hold of it, lie made the proper 
inolion of throwing it into the sea; l)y which I understood, 
as J did afterwards, that they had thrown all the small 
aims, ])oAvder, shot,^sAvords, &c., into the s(‘a, believing, as 
I supposed, those things Avould kill them tliough the men 
Avert* gone. 

Ailer Ave understood tliiif, Ave nuuki no question but that 
ship's creAV having been surjirised by these desperate 
rogues, had gone the same Avay, ami had been thrown over- 
board also. We looked all over the shij) to sec if Ave could 
fiud any blood, and wc thoTight Ave did perceive some in 
seVeral places ; but the heat of the sun melting the pitch 
and tar upon the decks, made it impossible for us to disceni 
it exactly, except in the roundhouse, Avherc ayo plainly saAV 
that there had been niucli Idood. We found the shuttle 
ojH'.n, by Avhich Ave sujiposed the captain and those that Avere 
with him had made their retreat «into the great cabin, or 
tliiose in the cabin had made their escape uj) into the round* 
Louse. • 

But. that which confirmed us most of All in what had 
happon(*d, was, tllat i^on farther inquiry, we foimd that 
tljci’e were seven or eight of the negroes very much 
^vounded, two or three of them A\uth shot ; whereof ont 
had his leg b^)ke, and lay in a miserable condition, tht 
flesh being mortified, and, as our friend William said, ir 
two days »iofe*he would have died. William was a mosi 
dexterous surgeon, and he shoAved it in this cure ; foj 
though all the surgeons wc had on boar^^ both our sliips (anc 
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we had no less than five that called themselves bred sur-. 
geons, besides two or three who w^rc pretenders or assist- 
ants,) tlioiigh all these gave them opinions,, that tlie negro’s 
leg must be cut off, and that his life could nof be saved 
witliout it : that tliQ mortification had touclu^d tin* marrow 
in the bone ; that the tendons were mortified, and that he 
could never have the use of his leg, if it should be cured ; 
William said nothing in general l)ut that his opinioa w'as 
ollierwise, and that he diisired the wound might be sea,iY;hed, 
and that he would tlien tell tlieni farther. Accordingly-^ lie 
went to work with the leg ; and, as he desired h(‘ infklil 
have some of the surgeons to assist him, W(i apj)oint(*d him 
two of the ablest of them to help, and all of tlicm to look 
on if tliey thought fit. , 

William went to work his own way, and some*, of them 
pretended to find fault at first. However, lie jiroci’eded, 
and s(‘arched every part of the leg where he. suspee.led tlu), 
mortification had touched it : in a word, he cut off a great 
deal of mortified flesh ; in all wliich the poor fellow felt no 
pain. William proceeded, till he brought the vesseJs which 
he had cut to bleed, and thv, man to cry out : tlum lie 
reduced the splinters of the hone, and calling for help, set 
it, as we call it, and bound it up, and laid the man to rest, ’ 
who found himself much easim* than before. 

At the first opening, the surgeons hcgim to trinmpli ; the 
mortification seemed' to spread, and a long red stre;ik of 
blood appeared from the wound upwards to ilie middle ol 
the man’s thigh, and the surf^eoiis told me the man ‘would 
die in a few hours. I went to look at it, and found Williaip 
himself under some simprise ; but when I asked him how 
long he tliouglit the poor fellow could 'live, he looked 
gravely up at me, and said, As long as thou canst : I am 
not at all apprehensive of his life, Siiid h(j ; blit I would 
cure him, if I could, without making a cripple of him. I 
found he was not jitfst then upon the operation, as to his leg? 
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•but was mixing up something to give the poor croo.tiiro, to 
rq>ol, as I thought, the iipreading contagion, and tc/ abate or 
]>revei)t any feverish temper that migl it happen in the blood; 
alter Avliich went to work again, and opened the leg in 
two jilaces above the wound, cutting ^mi a great deal of 
mortified flesh, which it seems was occasioned by the band- 
wliich had pressexl the jiarts too much; and withal, the 
Itlood- Txdiig at that time in a more than common disposition 
to iiKU'tify, might assist to sjiread it. 

W(J1, our friend William conquered all this, cleared the 
sjireadiiig rnortificatibn, that the red streak went off again, 
tlio ll(‘sh began to heal, and matter to run ; and in a few 
days the man’s sjiirits b(‘gan to recover, his pulse boat re- 
gular, lie had no fiver, and gathered strengtli daily, and, in 
a word, he was a perfect sound man in about ten weeks, 
and we kept him amongst us, and made him an able sea- 
•nmn. lint to return to the ship : we never could come at 
a certain infonnation about it, till some of the negroes 
wliich we kei)t on board, and whom we taught to speak 
English, gave the account of it afterwards, and this maimed 
man iii jiarticular. 

W(* inijuired by all the signs and motions we could ima- 
gln(', Avluit^was become of the peopk*, and yet we could 
get nothing from them. Our lieutenant was for torturing 
some of them to make them confess ; but Willi<am opposed 
that reliemently ; J#id when he heard it was yiider considera- , 
tioii lie came to m<3 ; Friend, says he, I make a request to 
thee not to put any fif these poor wretches to tonnent. 
Why, William, said I, why not ? Yoi^ see they will not 
give any accouiy; of whilt is become of the white men. 
Nay, siiys Wimam, do not Siiy so ; I suppose they have 
given thee a f\^ll account of every particular of it How 
^ ? says I*: pray %vhat are we the wiser for all their jabber- 
Nay, says William, that may be tby fault, for 
aught I know : thou wilt not punish the poor men because 
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they cannot speak English ; and perhaps they never heard a ’ 
word of English l)efore. Noav, I ma^ very well suppose tluu 
they had given thee a large acuount of everyihing ; for thou 
seest with Avhat earnestness, and how long, soiiie of them 
have talked to thee ;*and if thou canst not understand their 
language, nor they thine, how can they Iielp tliat? At the 
best, thou dost hut suppose that they have not told thee 
the whole truth of tlie story ; and, on the contrary, f ‘sup- 
])Ose they have; and how wilt thou decide the t|uestiori, 
wliethcr thou art right, or whether I am right ? llesijjes, 
wliat can they say to thee, when tliou ^iskest them a ([ues- 
tion uj)on the torture, and at the siiine time they do not 
understand the question, and tkou dost not know ^vhetlicr 
they say aye or no ? * 

It is no coini)liment to my moderation to say I was con- 
vinced by these i-casons ; and yet avc had all inucli ado to 
keep our second lieutenant from murdering some, of them,' 
to make them tell What if they had told ; he did not 
understand one word of it ; Init he would m/t be, persuaded 
but that the riegi’ocs must needs understand him, when ho 
asked them whether the ship had any boat or no, like oius, 
and what was become of it. 

But there was no remedy btit to wait till we made these 
people undersbind English ; and to adjourn the story till 
that time. The case was thus; where they were taken on 
board the ship,|that wc could never iTnderstand, beaiusc 
they never knew the English pames which we give to those 
coasts, or what nation they were who belonged to the sliip, 
because they knewliot one tongue from another; but tlifls 
far the negro I examined, who/was they^same whose log 
William had cured, told ua — that they dia not speak the 
same language we spoke, nor the same iitr J\)rtugucsc 
spoke, so that in all probability they must *be French or 
Dutch. 

Then he told us, tliat the white men used them barba-’ 
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jously ; tliat llicy hciat tlioiii iiiimercifiilly ; that one of the 
negro ni(.‘n liad a wife aiid two negro children, one a dangh- 
ler, id ><»ut sixteen yeai\s old ; that a white man ill-treated 
the negro man’s Avife, and a]fc?o lus daughter, which, as he 
s.iid, luadcj all the negro men mad ; and that the woman’s 
hushand Avas in a. great ragti ; at AvliiclT the Avliite man Avas 
so provoked, that he threateiuid to kill him; hut, in the 
night, -^I k^ ni^gro man being loose, got a great club, by Avhich 
h(‘ niadci us understand he meant a handspike, and tliat 
wh«n the sjinie Frencbinaii (if it Avas a Fnniehuiau) came 
.‘iinfing them agaiji^ ho» began again to abuse the negro 
iiian's Avife ; at Avhich the negro, taking nj) the handspike, 
knocked his brains out a-t one bloAv; and tlicn taking the 
key froju him Avith W’liich he usually unh)eked the hand- 
Clifts which the nc'gj’oes aa^tc fettered Avith, he set about a 
lmiKlr(‘d of them at liberty, Avho, getting up upon the deck, 
,)jy tli(^ same skid tie tliat the Avhitii man eaine down, and 
taking the man’s culhiss Avho A\^as killed, and laying hold of » 
vdiat came next them, they fidl iqioii the men that Avere 
iij»on the deck, and killed them all, and afterw^ards those 
they tound upon tlie torecrastle; that the cajilain and Ids 
other men, Avho were in the cabin and the roundhouse, de- 
liaidcd themselves Avith great courage, and shot out at tin; 
l<)0|)lioles jft them, h.y Avliich lie and sevmul other iruai Avore 
Vvoniided, and some hilled'; but that tliey broke uiitcf tlie 
rouiiillumse, after a long disunite, Avln^re they killed tAvo of 
tluMvhite men, but oAviied that the two /tdiite men killed 
eleven of their men, b^'fore they could break in; and then 
t]ie rest ImAung got down the skiittle into the great cabin, 
woiniJed tliree more (if l^jem, 

Tliat, after ti^s, tlu* guimer of the ship haAung secured 
himself in the gun-room, oiui of his men hauled up the long 
boat close* unejer tin* stern, and putting into her all the arim 
ynd aniniunitioii they could come at, got all into the boat, 
itml allerAvards took in the captain, amj those that Avere Avitl. 
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liimoutoftliegreatcabin. When they were all tlnis embarked, . 
they resolved to lay the shif) aboarjj again, and try to re- 
cover it. That they boarded the ship, in a desperate man- 
ner, and killed at first all (hat '‘stood in tlicir wav| but the 
negroes being l>y this time all loose', and having gotten some 
arms, though they understocxl nothing of powder and l)Mllet, 
or guns, yet the men could never master them. However, 
they lay luider the ship’s bow, and p)t out all the men they 
ha(l leli in the cook-room, who had mainlained themselves 
tluirc, notwithstanding all th(j nc'groes could do, and with 
their small anns killed between dii^ty and forty of fhc 
negroes, but were at last forced to leave them. 

'Fhey could give me no atjcount wdieroabouts this was — 
•whether near the coast of Africaner fiir off — or how long it 
•was before the ship fell into our hands ; only, in general, it 
was a great wdiile ago, as they called it; and, by all we 
could learn, it was wdthiu two or three days after they had . 
• set sail from the c(iast. They told us that they liad kill(,|(l 
about thirty of the white men, having knocked them on the 
head with crows and handspikes, and such things as they 
could get : and one strong negi'o killed three of them with 
an iron crow, after he was shot twice through the body ; 
and that lie was afterwards shot through the h(‘ad by the 
captain himself, at the door of the roundhouse," wdiich he 
had .<)[)lit open with the crow ; and this we suppose was the 
occasion of the great (|aantity of blood which we saw at the 
^roundhouse dooi^. 

The same negro told us that they«threw all the powder 
^and shot they could find into the sea, and they would hav(i 
thrown the great guns into the seat if they could have lifted 
them. Being asked how they came to hjNic their sails in 
such a condition, his answer was, They no understand ; they 
no know what the sails do ; that was, they did not so much 
as know that it was the sails that made th(' ship go, or undcr- 
/ stand wliat they mca«it, or what to do with them. When 
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we asked liim wliither they were going, he said they did 
not know, hut bolieverj they should go home to fheir own 
country again., 1 asked him, in particular, what lie thought 
we wore, wdien we came lirst up with them: he said 
tliey Avere terribly frightened, bedioving wo wctc the same 
white men that liad gone away in their boats, and were 
come again in a great shijj, with the two boats with them, 
aiKl.eK])ectcd they would kill them all. 

This was the account we got out of them, after we had 
tawght them to spi^ak English, and to understand the names 
anti use of the things belonging to the sliij), which they had 
occasion to speak of; and wi) observed that the fellows were 
too innocent to dissembh*- in their relation, and that they all 
agr(‘ed in thepartj^eulars, add were ahvays in the same story, 
which confirmed very much the truth of Avhat they siiid. 

Having taken this ship, oiu* next dilHcnlty was, what to do 
with the negroes. The Portuguese in the Brazils would 
have bought them all of us, and been glad of the pur- 
chase, if we had not show'ed ourselves enemies there, and 
been known for pira1(‘s; but, as it was, we durst not go 
ashore anywhere thereabouts, or treat with any of the 
planters, because we should raise the whole country upon 
us ; and, if there w^ere any such things as men-of-war in 
any of their j)orts, we should be assured to be attacked by 
them, and by all the.forcc they had by land or sea. * 

Kor could we think of any bettfr success, if wc went 
northward to our own plantations. Om? while we deter- 
mined to carry them •rill aWay to Buenos Ayres, and sell 
fiiam there to the Spaniards; but they were really too, 
many for them to makc^^use of ; and to carry tlicm round 
to the South Sf^as, which was the only remedy that Avas left, 
was so far that wo should be no way able to subsist them 
for HO loifg a jroyage. 

At last our old nevcT-failing friend, William, helped us 
out again, as he had often done at a d(|id-lift. Ilis j^roposal 
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was this, that lie should go as master of the ship, and about 
twenty m^n, such as wo (jould best^ trust, and attempt to 
trade privately u]K)n the coast of Bra:?:il, with the planters," 
not at the 2 >rinci])al ports, becriuse that would not be ad- 
mitted. 

We all agreed to this, and appointed to go away ourselves 
towards the Bio do la Plata, where we had thought of going 
before, and to wait for him not there, but at Poyt.St.* 
Pedro, as the Spaniards call it, lying at the mouth of the 
river wliicb they call liio Grande, and where the Sjjaiiiai’ds 
had a small fort and a few peo2)le, but wc%l>elieved there \vTis 
nobody in it. 

Here we took uj) our station, cruising oflT and on, to see if 
we could meet any ships going tS, or comhig from, Buenos 
Ayr(‘S, or the Kio dc* la Plata ; but we met with nothing 
worth notice. However, wii (*mj^loyc*d ourselves in things 
necessary for onr going off to sea; for avc* filled all our, 
•water-casks, and g(»t some fish for our 2)r(\siint use, to siwc 
as much as possible our ship's stores. 

William, in tlu*. meantime, went away to the north, and 
mjide the land about the Cape of 8t. Thomas; and, betwixt 
that and the isles of Tuberon, he found nuians to trade with 
the jdanters for all his negroes, as w(dl the women as the 
men, and at a very good price too; for William, Vvlio sjwkc 
Portuguese pretty well, told them a fair story enougli, that 
tlieshij) was in scarcity of ju’ovisioiis, that tlicy were driven 
a great w'ay out (ff their way, and indei'd, as we say, out of 
their knowledge, and that they Uiust gn» up to the northward 

far as Jamaica, or sell tli(*re upon the coast. This was a„ 
very plausible tale, and was easilj'^ l)elieved; and, if you 
observe the manner of the negroes’ sailing, ^id wliat hap- 
pened in their voyage, was every word of it true. So ho sold 
all his negroes, and at last sold the shij) itscll^ find shipped 
himself and his twenty men in a large well-built sloop. 

/ We sailed away fo|i the Cape of Good Hope, the begin- 
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uiiig of OctolxT, lyOfi, and passed hj in sight of the Cape, 
tji(‘ ]2lh of Novoniher following, having met with a groat 
(leal of l)ad weather : -Ave saw several merchaiit.-sliips in the. 
road theix^ as well English as Dutch, wlicther outward 
(Kiinid or homeward, we could not .tell : he it what it 
Avoiild, Ave did not. think fit to com(‘ to an anchor, not know- 
ing Avhat llu*y might he, or what tliey might attempt against 
lis, when they kncAv what Ave. were : hoAvcA^er, as Ave 
wiinted frc'sli water, Ave sent the two boats hclongirig to the 
rortiiguese man-of-war, Avitli all Portuguese seamen or 
negi'oes in them, tft-the Avat (‘ring-place, to take in Avatcr; 
and in the mean tinu*, Ave hung out a Portuguese ancient at 
sea, and lay hy all that njght* They kneAV not what Ave 
Averc ; hut it seems we past ior anything but Avhat avc really 
were. 

It Avas tlio 2<Sth of NovemhiT, when, having liad some 
had Avc^alher, we came to an anchor in the road off* St. 
AngiistiiKA bay, at the south-west end of my old acquaint- * 
aiice the i.sle of Madagascar : we lay here awhile, and 
trallleked with the natives, for some good beef; though the 
Avcalher Avas so hot, that Ave could not promise ourscdvcs 
to siilt any of it up to keep; hut I shoAved them the Avay 
Avhich Avejn-actised l)efbre, to sjiltit first Avith salt])Ctre, then 
oiii*e it, by drying it in the sun, wliich mad(‘ it eat A^eiy 
agreeably, I hough, not so Avholesomc tor our men, that not 
agr(?(!iiig with our way of cooking, ^\z,, boiling Avith pud-^ 
hrOAvess, &c. ; and jiarticularly this way AvoAild he too 
‘‘^It, and lilt? fat of tiff* meat be rusty, or dried aAvay, so as 
^lot to ])e eaten. 

This, hoAvevr^r, avo ccnild not hidp, and made ourselves 
amends hy feiSfling lu‘artily on the fresh beef Avhilc Ave Averc 
there, Avhich cxcelhuit good and fat, every way as tender 
and as avc**!! r^»lished as in England, and thought to he much 
hetti‘r to us Avho had not tasted any in England for so long 
a time. 
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Having now for sonic time remained licre, we began to 
consider that tliis was not a pkice for* our business; and 
that had some views a])articular way cf my own, told tli(‘m, 
thatHhis was not a station for those wlio looked 'for pur- 
chase; that there were two parts of the island wliich were 
particularly proper for our })urpos(*s; first, tlie bay on tlie 
oast side of tlie island, and from thence to the island Mau- 
ritius, which was the usual way which ships that canuffroni 
the Malabar coast, or the coast of Coromandel, Fort 8i. 
George, &c., used to take, and where, if wc waited for thchi, 
we ought to take our station. 

They were easily convinced of the reasonabhmess of my 
scheme ; and Captain Wilraot, whom I now called our Ad- 
miral, though he was at first ol‘ the mind to go and lie at the 
island Mauritius, and wait for some of the European mer- 
chant-ships from the road of Coromandel, or the Bay ol 
Bengal, was now of ray mind. 

Accordingly we j>nt to sea, and cruised away to the north- 
ward, for the Arabian coast ; it was a long run ; but as the 
winds generally blow trade from the south and S.S.E. from 
May to September, wc had good weather; and in about 
twenty days we made the island of Saccatia, lying south 
from the Arabian coast, and E.S.E. from the mouth of the 
gulf of Mocha, or the livd Sea. 

Here we took in water, and stood crfT and on upon the 
^rabian shore. We Had not cruised here above three days, 
or thereabouts, before I spied a sail, and gave her chase; 
but when we came up with herj^nevei^was such a poorpri^ic 
rchased by pirates that looked for booty ; for we found no-* 
thing in her, but poor, half-naked Turks, goring a j)ilgrimage 
to Mecca to the tomb of their prophet Maho)het. The jmik 
that carried them had no one thing worth talking away, but 
a little rice, and some coffee, which was all tlie^poor wretches 
had for their subsistence ; so we let them go, for indeed we 
‘ knew not what to do Vvith them. 
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Wv coritiriU(?(l here t^Ievcn days longer, and saw nothing 
l)ut iioAv and then a fishing-hoat ; but the twelfth dny of onr 
(Uruise, we spied a sliip : indeed I tlioiight at first it had 
l>ceii an English ship ; but ft appeared to be an European, 
freighted for a voyage from Goa, on (he coast of Malabar, 
to the Red Sea, and was very rich. *We chased her, and 
took her without any light, tliough they had some guns on 
hoar.d Joo, but not many. We found her manned with Por- 
tuguese seamen, but under the direction of five inercliant 
Tiu'ks, ^\ho liad hir(*d her on tin* coast of Malabar of sonic 
Pottugal mei‘chantj^ and liad loaden heiMvith pepper, sjdt- 
petri*, SOUK* s])ices, and the rest of the loading was chiefly 
calicoes and wrought silks, some*, of them very rich. 

We took her, apd carried her to Saccatia; but we really 
kii(‘W not what tf) do with her, for the Siiinc reasons as 
hefon* ; for all their goods wore of little or no value to us. 

. Aft(*r some days, we Ibund means to let- one of the Turkish 
merchants know, that if he would ransom the ship, wc • 
would take a sum of money, and let them go. He Udd me, 
if I would let one of them go on shores for the money, they 
would do it; so wc adjusted tlie value of the cargo at 
3b, 000 ducats. Upon this agn^ement-, we allowed the sloop 
to carry him on shore at Dofar in Arabia, where a rich mer- 
chant laidMown the money for them, luid came oiF Avith our 
sloop ; and on payment of the money Ave very fiiirly and 
hoiuislly let them go. 

Some days after this, we look an Araftian junk, going 
from Ihe gulf of Persi*i to Mocha, wdth a good quantity of 
jjoarl on board. Wc gutted him of the pearl, wliich, it 
seems, was belonging to ijome merchants at Mocha, and let 
him go 5 for th^k* was nothing else Avorth our taking. 

We continued cruising up and down here, till Ave began 
to find our provisions groAV Ioav, Avhen Captain Wilmot, our 
admij-al, told us, it Avas time to think of going back to the 
rendezvous; and the rest of the incn|Said the same, being 
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a little weary of beating about for above three months 
together,^ and meeting with little or nothing, e.onijxired to 
our gr(^at expechitions ; but T was very -loath to ])art witii 
the lied Sea at so cluiap a ratc^ and pressed tluaiuto tarry a 
little longer, whieh at my instance wc did ; buf tliree days 
afterwards, to our gfcit misfortime, we uiKhn-stood, that, by 
landing the Turkish merchants at Dofar, w(‘ had alarmed 
the coast as far as the Gulf of Persia, so that no. vessel 
would stir that way, and consequently nothing Avas to he 
exj)ectcd on that side. 

lAvas greatly mortified at this neAVS,^and could no longer 
Avithstand the importunities of the num, to return to Mada- 
gascar. IIoAvcver, as the Avinds continued still to bloAV at 
S.S.E. to E. by S., we Avere obliged to stand aAA^ay . towards 
the coast of Africa, and the. Cape Gur.rdefoy, the AvinJs 
being more variable under the shore than in the open sea. 

Here we clio])ped uixai a booty wdiich we did not look 
for, and whicli made amends for all our Availing ; for, the 
vciy same hour that we made land, avo spied a large vessel 
sailing along the shore, to the soiitliAvard. The ship AA^as of 
Bengal, belonging to the Gn^at Mogul’s country, but had on 
board a Dutch pilot, whose name, if I remember right, Avas 
Viindergest, and several European seamen, whereof three 
were English. She Avas in no condition to resist us. The 
rest^of her seamen Avere Indians of the Mogul’s sulyects, 
some Malabars, and sfmie others. There were live Indian 
^ merchants on bf^ard, and some Armenians. 

We got near two hundred* thougjind pieces of eight in 
this vessel ; and, if they said true, there w^as a Jew of Goa, 
who intended to have embarked Avith them, Avho had two 

I ' 

hundred thousand pieces of eight with h!^i, all his oAvn ; 
but his good fortune hindered him ; for he fell sick at Mocha, 
and could not be ready to travel, which wrfs the saving of 
his money. 

There was none vjith me at the taking this prize but the 



OF •CAPTAIN SINGLETON. 


207 


s]{>op ; fc)!* Captain Wilmot’s sliip proviii" loaty, lio wont 
away for tlio reiidozvous before us, and arrived^ there the 
fniddle ol* Decc^mber ; ])ut not liking the i)ort, he left a 
great er^^s^ on shore, with tlirect ions written on a plate of* 
lead fixed lo it, for us to come after him to the groat bay at 
Maiigahelly, where we found a very good harbour; but we 
learned a piece of news hen^, that kepi us from him a great 
whije. which the admiral took oflenca* at; but we stopped 
his mouth with his slum* of two hundred thousand jueces 
of.eigin to him and his ship’s crew. But the story which 
iiiferrupted our coining to him was this. Between Manga- 
lielly, and another ])oint, called Ca])e St. Sc‘l>astian, there 
(mne on shore, in the night, an European ship; and whether 
stn\ss of weather^ or want* of a jalot, 1 know not, but the 
vslup stranded, and could not be got oft'; and this was no 
other than a shij) which we had bxken in the West Indies, 

. oJid whose coinj>any we had lost in a storm at Tobago, 
after making an agreeimmt to rendezvous at Madagascar ! 

They had, it se(‘ms, got intelligence of us, whon they 
came l(» the south juirt of the island, and had b(*on a roving 
as far as the gulf ol‘ Bengal, when they met Captain Avery, 
with whom tliey joined, took several rich prizes, and, 
amongst the rest, otk^ ship with the (rreat Mogul’s daughter, 
and ail iThmeusc treasure in money and jewels ; and from 
thence they came ab^ut the coast of Coromandel, and tiftcr- 
warfts that of Malabar, into the gulf *of Persia, where they 
alsc> toolx some prize, and then designed fftr the south pari 
of M'adagascar ; but ilic winds blowing hard at S.E. and 
S.E. })y E., they CJiine to the northward of the isle, and 
^t-’ing, after that, se])arat^ed by a furious tempest from the 
N.W., they wejrc forced into the mouth of that creek, where 
they lust their ship. And they told us also, that they 
heard that CSptain Aveiy himself had lost his ship also, 
not far oft*. 

When our men went into their huts, it was surprising \ 
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indeed to see tlie vast stock of wealth they had got, in gold, 
and silver, and jew(*ls, which, however, they told us was a 
trifle to wliat Cap^idn Avery had, w\ierevcr he was gone. “ 

The next clay we wcdglied, \aiid stood away southerly to 
join Captain Wilmot, and his ship, at Mangahcdly, where 
we found him, as I sjud, a little chagriiK'd at our stay. 

It was some time heTore we knew what was become of 
Captain Avery ; but ailcr about a montli, by the direj;tion 
of the men who had lost their slii]), we sc^nt the sloop to 
cruise along the shoi’e, to find out, if possible, wdiertr they 
were ; and in about a wec‘k’s cruise, mcin found thcfn ; 
and particularly, that th(‘y had lost thenr shij), as well as 
our men had lost theirs, and that they were eveiy way in as 
bad a condition as ours. *' ^ 

As we lay here some tinier, I found our peo])le mightily 
divided in their notions; some wen*, for going tliis way, and 
some* that, till at. last 1 bc*gan to forc'see they would 

• com])any, and pcndiaps we should not have mc^n enough to 
kec'p togcither to man tlie great sLi]); so 1 took Caj)tain 
Wilmot aside, and began 1o talk to him about it, but soon 
perceived that he inclined himself to stJiy at MadagascJir, 
and, having got a vast wealth for his own share, had secret 
designs of gc^tting home some way or other. 

I argued the impossibility of it, and the liazard he would 
run, bither of falling into thci hands of thiewes and murderers 
in the lied Scr, who would neven- let such a treasure ag his 
*was pass tlieir hSiids, or of his falling into the hands of the. 
Englisli, Dutch, or French, who would ccrbiinly liang him 
I for a j)irate. I gave him an account of the voyages I had 
made fi’om this very place to llie^ continent of Africa, and 
what a journey it was to travel on foot. 

Tlfc captain took what 1 said to him quite wrong, and 
pretended to resent it, and gave me some bijccaneer words 
uj)ou it : Imt I gave liim no return to it but this ; that I 

• advised him for hi3|advantage ; that, if he did not under- 
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prand it so, it was his fault, not mine; that I did not finhid 
to iro, nor liad 1 oftered^to ])t*rsiiadi* any of the men not to 
witii him, tltoilgh it was to tlunr aj)|)arent destruction. 
llo\\i‘A^, waiin ht‘ads are* not easily e^ooled : the captain 
was so eager, that he (pjittod our company, and, with most 
of Ills crew, went over to Captain Avery, and sorted with 
Ills pt‘ople, taking all the treasure with him, which, ])y tlie 
way, Avas not very liiij* in liim, we having agrc(^d to slian* all 
our gains, wliether more or less, Avlietluir a])sent or pj*esent. 

iVe Jay liere, about lliese several simple disputes, almost 
fivft months, wlioii, iiboiit the latter end of March, 1 set siiil 
Avitli the great shi]), having m her forty-four guns and four 
hundred men, and the sloop, carrying eighty men.* We 
did not -steer to tl^e Malabiir coast, and so to the (nilf of 
Tersia, as Ayas at llrst intended, the east monsoons blowing 
yv\ too strong ; but we. kept more under the Alricaii coast, 
.Aviliere we hii^ the wind variabhi till we passed the line, 
mid made the Cape liassa, in the latitude of 4 degrees 10 * 
minutes: from thence, the monsoons beginning to change 
to tlie N.E. and N.N.E., we led it away, with tlie wind 
laig(*, to the Maldives, a famous lodge of islands, well 
known by all the sailors wlio have gone into those i)arls of 
' the Avorld ; and, leaving these islands a little to the south, 
Avo niadi*. Cape Comorin, the southeJTimost land of the coast 
of Malabar, and went round the isle of Ceylon. 

My Jong projected design now lay open to me, wliich^ 
Avas to fdl amongst the Dutcli Spic(‘. Islands, and see what 
mischief I could do tkeri^ Accordingly, we jmt out to sea, 
the 12th of August, ana passing tlie line on the 17th, we# 
stood away due south, leg.ving the Straits of Sunda, and the 
isle of Java, on the east, till wo cjime to the latitude of 11 
degrees 20 minutes, when wc steered east and E.N.E., 
liaviiig easy g^es from the W.S.W* till we came among the 
Moluccas, or Spice Islands. 

I was once resolved to have made afdesccnt at the island 

p 
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of Dumas, the place most famous for the best untmofrs; 
but friend. William, who was always^ for doing our business 
without fighting, dissuaded me Irom it," and gave suclt 
reasons for it, that \vc could hot resist ; partic^ufeirly the 
grea t heats of the season, and of I he })lace, for w(^ were 
now in the latitude of just half a degree south ; but whihi 
we AV('re dis])uting this ])oiiit, wc were soon determined by 
the following accident. W(^ had a strong gah; of Avind at 
S.W. by W., and the sliip had fresh way, l)ut a gri'at sea 
rolling in u])on us from tlie N.E., whieli we afterwards 
found was ihe pouring in of llie gn‘at oc(‘an east ol‘ ]S>w 
Guin(*a. However, as I said, Ave stood aAvay largo,* and 
mad(i fi’esh way, when, on the siuhh^n, from a dark eloud 
Avhich liOAU^red over our heads, came a llasli, or rather blast 
of lightning, which was so terril)Ie, and^ijuiyenHl so long 
among us, that not I only, but all oiir meji, thought ihe 
ship Avas on fire. The heat of the Hash, or^iir(\ was su 
•sensibly felt hi our faces, that some of our mem had l)list(*rs 
raised by it on tlieir skins, not imm(*diat(*ly j)erha])s by tlie 
heat, but by the ])oisonous or noxious ])artieles which 
mixe<l themselves with the matter inflamed. But this was 
not all ; the shock of the air, Avhich tin* fracture of the 
clouds mad(‘,, was sucli, that our ship shook as Avh(‘n a 
broadside is fired; and her motion being checked, as it 
Avere,*^at once, by a repulse su])erior tp the force* tliat gave 
her way before, the sitils all fh*.w l)ack in a moment, and 
the ship lay, as Ve might mdy «iy, tliunderstruck. As 
the. blast from the cloud was so*/{*ry wear us, it was but a 
/ew moments after the flash, that the terriblest claj) of 
thunder followed that was ever hejjrd by mortals. J finnly 
belicA^e, a blast of a liundred thousand barrels of gun- 
poAvder could not have been greater to our hearing ; JUiy, 
indeed, to some of our men it took away thei^ hearing. 

It is not poHsibhi for me to describe, or any one 1o con- 
/ccive, the terror of t|hat minute. Our men were hi such 
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:v const ('mat ion, that not a man on hoard the ship had j)iv- 
{^ciKV of niiiid to yp])iy^o the jiropcjMliily of a s;iilo)r, exco])!, 
trii'iid William; and* had lu‘ not run veiy iiiinhly, and 
with a coTsiptisurc* that 1 am sure I was not master of, to l(‘t 
L^o llui forivslieet, set in tlic wcnrher-barace of tlie fore-yard, 
and haul down llie top-sjiils, av(‘ had certainly l)ronght all 
our masts hy tlu' board, and peiha 2 )s liave been over- 
\V]i(‘hiftMl ill tlie, sea. 

As lor myself, 1 must confess my eyes were o]>en 1o my 
dafigcr, llunigh not the least to anything of a])] )li cation tor 
remedy. I was all*^.nuizeuu‘nt and confusion, and this was 
the first time tliat I can sjiy I lK‘gan to feed tlie effects of 
itril horror which 1 kiu»w^siuce much more of, upon tli(‘ 
just jvilection on ■•ny (oniu‘r Ihe. I thought m3^self doomed 
hy IJi'avi ‘11 to sink that moment into eternal destrnctiem; 
and Avith tliis 2 )ec*nliar mark of terror, viz., that the 
••vt*ng(‘ance Ampnot ex(‘cnted in the ordinary way of human 
justie<‘, but that (Jod had taken me into llis iinniodiate 
(lisp(»sing, and had resolved to be the executor of His oAvn 
vcjigi'anoe. 

^ly soul Avas all amazement and surprise ; 1 thought my- 
sell’ just sinking into eternity, owning the diviiui justice 
of my pimishnient, but not at all feeling any of the moA ing, 
seltening tokmisofa sincere penit(mt ; afflict(*d at the jnniish- 
ineiit, hilt, not at tin* t’rinie ; alarnuMl at the vengeaiice, luit 
net teiTifu*(l at lli(' guilt; lunung the sanu* gnst to the crime*, j 
thoiigli terrified to the last (h*gree at the llionght eff the 
}aiiushment, Avliich I T*oij<j|4^udeil 1 Avas just noAV going to 
receive. ^ 

But perhajis many thali read this Avill be sensible of the 
diuiider and lightning, that may think nothing of the rest, 
w- rather may jiiake a jest of it all; so I say no more of it 
Jit tliis time, \n\t })roce(*dto the stmy of the \" 03 \age. Wlien 
the ainazenuMit Avas o\er, and the men b(*gan to conn* to 
themselves, they fell a-aiUing for one ;tiolhei\ cA'erv one for 
• p2 
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his friend, or for tliose lie had most respt^ct for ; and it was 
a singnlan satisfaclioii to find that in>l)ody was hurt. The 
next thing was to inquire*, if tlie s}iii) hail received no 
damage, wlu‘n the boat swain st(‘pping forward, f fund tluit 
part of llu‘ liead was^ gone, Imt jmt so as to (*ndangcT the 
howsj)rit ; so we lioisted our topsiiils again, hauled ail tlie 
fore“sh(*el, Imieed tiu* yards, and went otir course as before. 
Nor can I deny but that we wctc all somewhat like tlio shij); 
our first astonishnumt being a little* over, and that W(‘ ioniid 
tlui ship suniu again, we were soon the sanu* irreligi(His 
liardened crew that we were before,. rand 1 among flic 
rest. 

As W(* passed into lh(*se seas, st(‘ering dm* north, so avo 
soon cross(*d the line to tht* nortlx sideband so sailed on 
towards Mindanao and Manilla, the chii‘f*'oi* tin* riiili})piiio 
islands, without meeting with any j>urchas(*, till we came to 
the northward <'f Manilla, and tlu;n our trsA began; ior 
‘here we took three Japanest* vessels, thougli at^ane dislaiiee 
from Manilla. Two of them had inadi*. their mark(‘l, ami 
were going home with nutmegs, cinniiiuon, elovc's, itc., 
besides all sorts of Kuroj»eaii goods, l>rought wntli the Spani^sli 
ships from Acajailco. TIi(*y had together eight-and-thirty 
tons of cloves, and five or six tons oi' nut megs, and as much 
cinnamon. We took tlie sjiit^e, but meddled withVeiy little 
of the Europ(*an goods, they being, as wc^ thought, not worth 
pur while ; but we W (*,re very sorry for it S(;on allei*, and 
therefore grew wiser upon the, next occasion. 

•The tliird Japan(*sc w^as the Ik^st j)irize to us; forhocaino 
iwitli money, and a great deal oi*g(T:d uncoin(*(], to l>uy suclia 
goods as we mentioned above. W/*, (‘,as(‘.d 1pm oi* liis gold, 
and did him no other harm, and, having no intention to stay 
long liere, we stood away for China. ^ 

We were at sea above tivo months upon 1hi?4 voyage, 
beating it up against the wind, 'which bhw steadily fj‘om the 
• N.E., and within a p^int or two one way or other ; and this* 
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iTulotHl Avas tlio reason why W(3 met Avith the more prizes in 
our voyage. , . 

AVe AA’^eix' j4ist gotten clear of the Philipj)iiies, and avc 
purpos<*d%to go to t]i(‘ isle of Formosa, Imt tin? Avind l)leAV m 
fresh at iN.N.K. tliat tlie.re Avasno mahjiig anything of it, and 
Ave Avere fenced to jnit ba(‘k to Laconia, thi^ most northerly 
(f those islands. We rod(* here veiy s(‘cure, and shifttid oui* 
'sitwatnon, not in vieAv of any danger, tor tliere was none, Imt 
for a lu^tter supply <»f ]>rovisif»ns, AvhicliAve. found the peo]»le 
very Avilhng to sn]^ply ns with. 

*AV(‘ stayed liere*till (lie h(*ginning of May, AAdien Ave Avere 
told th(? ( ‘lii 11 ese traders AA^on Id set forward ; hir the northern 
nionso(»ns end ahout tin* hitter <*nd of March, or l>egiuniiig 
of A])!*!! ; so thai they are sure of iiiir Avinds home. Ac- 
cordingly AV(‘ liifitMl sonu* of the country boats, Avbich are 
very sAvift sailers, to go and bring ns Avord boAV affairs stood 
. tit l\[aiiilhi, Avhon the China junks Avould s;iil ; and by 
tliis int(*lligence av(^ ordered onr mattiTS so wtdl, tliat, three* 
(hiys after Ave set sjiil, av(* fell in Avith no less than eleven of 
tlicin ; out of Avliich, liowever, having, by misfortun(‘. of 
(l'scov(*ring ourselvi‘s, taken bjut. threi*, we contenti*d our- 
selves, and pursued our voyage to Fonnosix. In these three 
vessels Ave took, in sliort, sueh a (|uaTitity of cloves, nutmegs, 
ciiinanion, and mace, lu'sides silver, tliat our men hegan to 
he of my opinion — 4 ihat Ave Avere rich enough ; and, in short, 
We-liad nothing to do noAV, but to cefnsider by what methods 
to KoctuY! tht! iiii|iicijse ti'csisurt! liiwl 

The* iu*xt motion, Avus about going back, mud 

•the way l)y Avliii-li avc sMbnld pcrComi the A'oyage, so aa net. 
to be att.'K'ked by tin; IVibdi in the Straits ol" Snrida, 

Ae«)rding]y we set siil, liaving taken all the provisions 
here that avc* could get, the 28th ol‘ Sejrtemher, the wind 
Veering a linje at first from the N.N.W. to the N.E. by E., 
hut aderwards settled about the N.E. and the E.N.E. AVe 
were nine weeks in tliis voyage, having met with several. 
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int(*mi])tions by the weather, and pnt in under the lee of a 
small island, in th(» latitiuh*. of Ifi degr(‘es 12 minutes, of 
which W(i never knew the name, none, of (Hix: eliarts having 
given any account of it ; I s<iy,'we put in here by.veason of 
a strange; tornado, or liurricam;, whicli brouglit us into a 
groat deal of dajiger. JIer<» we rode about sixt(;(*n days, 
tlie winds being very tempestuous, and tlie weather uncer- 
tain. Howevei*, we got some provisions on shore, such as 
plants and roots, and a few Ijogs. We helieved there were 
inhabitants on the island, ])Ut w<‘ saw noiu* of flnmi. • 
From hence, tlie weatlier settling agahj, wt; went on, atid 
we k<‘pt on our course to th(‘ south, a little Avesterly, till wc 
pass(*d the south tropic, where we 1‘ound the winds vari- 
able ; and now we stood away iinr west, a^n<l Indd it-out icir 
about twenty days, when we diseoveiMHl hind riglit aliead, 
and on our larboard bow ; we made directly to the shore, 
being willing to take all advantag(‘s now for s^)j)lying oiur , 
•selves witli fresh provisions and water, knowing Ave wen* 
now enteritig on that vast unknoAvn Indian Ocean, ])(‘rliaps 
the greatest sea on the globe, Laving, Avith v(*j*y litth* int(‘r- 
ruption of islands^ a conliniitjd sea (piite around the glolie. 

We found a good road lH;re, and some; j>eo])le on slum* ; 
but Avlien aa^c landed they tied u]) the country, nor would ‘ 
tli6*y Iiold any corr(»spondence with us or eome near us, hut 
sliot a’c us several times Avith arrows as .long as lances. Wc 
set up A^bite flags for vt truce ; but they (‘ither did not, or 
would not, undeAtand it : on the contj^aiy, they Jtihoi oiir 
flag of truce through several t^ies^dth their arroAvs ; 
/Jiat, in a word, we never came mw any of them. ,> 

When we saAV them so shy, thqt th(‘y A/j-^ould not come 
near us, our men began to range over the island, if it Avas 
such, for we never surround(*d it, to search for cattle, and 
for any of the Indian plantations, tor fruits oy plants; but 
they soon found, to their cost, that they were to use more 
.caution than that canv^ to, and that they were to discover 
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poi'fcctly oveiy l)ush a.iul every tree, before they venturcul 
in the oonntry ; for about fourteen of our men going 
'j-irther than rest, into a part of the country which 
scchkhI 44> be planted, as they tliought, for it did but S(iein 
so, only 1 think it was overgrown Avith canes, such as Ave 
iiiakt! our cane chairs Avith ; 1 siiy, venturing too iar, 
tli(*y Avere suddenly atta(*k(‘d with a shoAver of anwvs froi\L 
•aliyost (‘.very side (jf them, as they tliougiit, out of the tops 
of the tr(H‘S. 

. lint ilie Avorst of their adv(‘nture was to come ; for as tluy 
cflnie b^<.*k, they j'^issed by a ju'odigious great trunk of an old 
tree*; what tree it Avas, llu‘y siiid lliey did not knoAV, but it 
stood like an old d(*caycd oak in a park, Avhere the ki‘epers 
in England tak|^* a as they call it, to shoot a deer; 

and it stood justnmder the steep side oi'a great rock, or hill, 
tliat our ])eA»ple could not see Avhatfvas beyond it. 

- As they came by thistivci, lluy Avm-e oj*a sudden shot at 
/i’om the* tc»p (jf* the tree, Avith seven arrows and three lanees^ 
Avliicli, to our great gric*!*, killed two of our men, and Avouiided 
tlin‘(‘ more. This Avas the more*, surprising, be.eausc', being 
A\ itlamt any deftaice, and so near the trees, they (‘Xpected 
more lauees and arrows every moment ; imr would flying do 
them any sctauci;, tlu' Indians bidng, as a])j)e.ared, A^ery good 
marksmen. In this extremity, they had liappily this pre- 
S(‘jiee of mind, viz.„to run close to the tree, and staad as it 
Avere under it; so tliat those above vould not come at, or see 
them, to tlirow their lances at tluiin. This succeeded, aifd 
gave tht'iu time to c»)iisi);i<f.r Avhat to do; they knew tjieir 
, enemies and murdereiywere above; they heard them talk, 
and those above kneAV^those Avere below; bij^t they beloAv 
Avere obliged to kec']) clf>se for fear of their lances from above. 
At leiiglli one of our imm looking a little more strictly tlnin 
the ri'st* tlnjught he smav the head of one of the Indians, just 
ever a dead limb of tlie tree, Avhich, it seems, the creature sat 

V 4 
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Upon. One D)nn immediately fired, and levelled liis piece so , 
trac, that the sliot went through the fellow’s head; and down 
he fell out of the tree immediately, and (ame"U])on the ground 
with such force, with the hcdglit of Ids fill, that if had not 
been kilh^d with tin* shot, he Avould certainly have heeii killed 
with dashing his body against the ground. 

This so frigliteimd t]u‘ni, that, besides the ugly h(»wling 
noise they made in the tree, our men heard a strange* el utter 
of tlu'iii in the body of the tr(*e, from a\ hence they eonelmk*d 
they had made the tree hollow, and were gone to hide them- 
selves there. Noav, had this b(‘en tlx* eat^*, th(*y W(‘re secifi*e 
enough trom oiii* men, fm* it was imjK^ssibleany ol‘our men 
could get up th(* tree on tlx* outside, there being no branches 
to elimb by ; and, to shoot at the fre-*, that ]they tried several 
times to no purpose, for the tree was so thiek, that no shot 
would enter it. '^riieyi^nade no iloul)t, hoAvevtT, hut that 
they liad their enemi(*s in a trap, and that a small siego , 
Avould either bring theni down, tree and all, or starve then) 
out; so they resoh^ed to k(*ep tlxdr ]>ost, and send to us for 
help. Accordingly, two of lliem came away to us fi>r more 
hands, and particularly d(*sired that some of our carpenters 
might come Avith tools, to help to cut down the tree, or at 
least to cut down otlier Avood, and set tire to it; and that, 
they concluded, would not fiil to bring them out. ’ 

AccH>rdiiigly, our men went like a little arniy, and with 
mighty preparation lor an enterprise the like* of whicli has 
starce been ever Beard, to I’onn the siege of a gri*at tree. 
Hojvever, when they came then*, t^jey fi;und the task difiicult 
enough, for the old trunk Avas ind(^(l a very grciat oiu*, and „ 
very tall, bei^ at least tAvo-and-tweyty feet higli, wdth sevi^n 
old limbs standing out evciy way on the to]), but decayed, 
and very few leaves, if any, left on it. 

William the Quaker, whose cmaosity led hint to gt> among 
the rest, proposed, tliat they should make a. ladder, mxl get 
upon the top, and then throw wildfire into the tree and smoke 
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•tlicm out. Others proposed going hack, and getting a 
irreat gun out of 1 lie s^iip, 'which would split the tree in 
witlj the.iroii bullets; otluirs, that th(*y should cut 
down a giVit de,il of wood, and pile it up round the tree, and 
sol it on lire, and burn the tree, and tl^e Indians in it. 

Tliese eonsullatioijs took up our jn^ople no less than two 
or tln*(*<‘ days, in all wliicli time they heard nothing of the 
snj^jx^sed garrison within lliis vvoodtni castle, nor any noise 
williin. William’s project was first gone, about, and a large 
strong lafid(‘r was made, to seale this wt>odeii tower; and 
in Avo oi^i^hrec* hours’ time, it would have heen ready to 
mount, Avhen, on a sudden, tliey heard the nois(* of the 
Indians in the Ixxly of the tree again, and a little after, 
Mivoral of them a]>j)(‘ared in the* lop of tin* tr(*,e, and threw 
some lamtes down at our men; one of which struck one of 
our seaiin*!! a-top of the shoulder, and gave him such a d(‘,s- 
•jun'at(* Avoiind that the surgeons not only had a gniat deal 
oOlilliculty to cure him, but the poor man endured sucli 
liorribb* torture, that, we all Kiid th(‘y had better have killed 
him outright. IfoAvever, he Avas cured at last, though he 
m'V(*rrecover(Ml the perfect us(‘ of his tufin, tin* lance liawing 
cut some of tin* tendons on tin* lop of the arm, nearthe shonl- 
cl('r,Avhidi, as I snpposi', performed the oflice of motion to the 
liml) iK'fore; so that tlie ])oor manAva.sa cripjile all the days 
cl’his liie. IJiit to return to the diisperate rogues in* the 
tree? our men shot at tln*ni, but did hot find tliey liad hit 
them, or <my of them ; but as soon as ever they shot at 
tliein, they could hear •therf^liuddle down into tlic trunk Bf 
tin* trexi again, and thcre/o be sure they Avere safe. 

Well, hoAV(‘veri» it Avas iliis which j)ut by the jiroject of 
William’s ladder; for Avlieii it Avas done, who Avould venture 
up among sucl^a troop of bold (u'eatures as Averc there, and 
^vlio, they supposed, were despeiute by their circumstances ? 
And as but one man at a time could go up, they b(‘gau to 
^hiiik that it would not do ; and indced|l Avas of the opinion 
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(for about this time 1 was com(» to their assistance), t]iat> 
going up the ladder would not do, jiuless it was thus, that a 
man should, as it were, run just up. to the top, and llirdw 
some fire-works into the tr(*e' and comt^ d()wn ^gaiii ; and 
this we did two or ^hree times, but found no effect from it. 
At last, one of our gunners made a stinkpot, as we called it, 
being a composition which only smokes, but does not flame 
or burn; but wdthal, the smoke of it. is so thick, aivi the 
sm(‘ll of it so intolerably nans<»ous, that it is not to be. 
Ruffered. This he threw into the t ree himself, and we Avait(*d 
for the effect of it, but heard or saw n*»tlnng all -hat nfght, 
or the next day ; so we concluded the mvn tvilhin Avere all 
smcithered, when, on a sudden, the next night we hi‘a.rd 
thi‘m u])on the top of the tree again, shotting and hallooing 
like madmen. 

We concluded, as anybody AA’ould, that this Avas to call 
for help; and Ave resolved to conlimu* our siegt' ; for we 
A\’'er(‘ all enraged to see ourseh-es so baulked by a lew A\;il(l 
people, Avhom Ave thought Ave had side in our clulcluis ; and 
indeed ncA^u* Avere there so many concurring circumstances 
to delude men, in any case Ave hacl met Avith. We resolved, 
hoAvever, to tiy anothiT stinkpot tlie next night, and our 
engineer and gunner had g«»t it ready, Avlu'n hearing a noise* 
of the enemy, on the top of the tr<;<‘, and in the l)ody of the 
treej I Avas not willing to let the gunner go up the ladder, 
which, 1 said, Avould*})e but to be certain of being Jiiur- 
dered. llow'cver, he found a medium foj- it, and that Avas 

go up a fcAv steps, and, AvitlHa lo*g pole in his hand, to 
throAV it in upon the top of tl^^ tree, the ladder beiijg 
standing all this Avhilc against tlu^^loi) ol'tbe tr(*e; but when 
the gunner, Avith his machine at the top of his jH)le, came to 
the tree, with three other men to help hjni, behold the 
ladder Avas gone. 

This perfectly confounded us; and Ave now concluded the 
Indians in the tree j^iad by this piece of negligence taken the 
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•opportunity, and coming all clown tlio ladder, had made 
tlicir escape), and earric^d away ihe ladder with Jhem. I 
laughed most heartily at my friend William, who, as I said, 
liad the dNc^etiou of the siege*, and had set up a ladder, for 
the garrison, as we call(‘d them, to g(‘t ^down upon, and run 
away, lint when daylight came*, we* were all set to rights 
again; te)r then* stood our ladder, hauled ii]) on the top of 
th<‘ U ee, Avith about half of it in the hollow of the tre*e, 

, and the other lialf ujwight in the air. Then Ave began to 
laugh at ‘the Indians 11 »r fools, that they eould not as AVi‘ll 
lia\5* foirr^ tlieir wt^ down l)y the laeld(*r, and have made 
their (‘sea})e, as to have* pull(*d it up by main strength into 
the tree. 

Wi! then resoK^ed upon fire, and to put an end to the 
work at ouee, to bVtru the tret* and its inliabitants together; 
and aeeordingly we Avent to Avork Uj cut the Avood, and in a 
.Jbw hours’ time Ave got enough, as Ave tlumght, together; 
an,d, piling it up round tin* bottom of the tree, Ave set it on 
lirt‘, and Avaitt*d at a distance-*, to sec Avhe‘U the ge‘nth*meu 
(whose (juarters must soon l)e*come too hot lor them) Avould 
coirK* llyhig out at tin* lop. I>ut Ave AveJ*e (juite coutouiided, 
when on a sudden Ave Uainel the lire all put out by a gi-eat 
"ipiaiility t)f Avater ihroAvu upon it. We then thought the 
t‘\dl erne must be ill them, to be sure. Says William, ‘‘ Tliis 
is ecrtainly the euimijige'st piece of Indian engineering* that 
ev(‘r-Avas liearJ ol’; and there can be^nit one thing more to 
gn(‘ss at, be.sieli*s Avitclieraft and dealing Avitl? tlie devil, Avhicli 
1 h(‘lie*ve* not one Avord^of,'’ -^ys he; "‘and that must be, tlmt 
Ijiis is an artitieial tree, ^ a natui*al tree artilicially made, 
holh>Av down intv tlie ear^h, through root and all; and that 
these ert*atures have an artificial cavity underiu‘atli it, qtiite 
into llie liill, or a Avay to go through, and under the hill, to 
some* otli<*V place ; and where tliat other place is, w’’e knoAV 
not; but if it be not our own fault, I'll lind the place*, and 
iollow them into it, before 1 am tAvo ehjys older.’' lie then 
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callod the carpenters, t'ci know of thcMU if they had any* 
larp^e wiws that would cut through fh(* l)ody ; and tlu*y lold 
him they had no wnvs that were haig enough, nor could 
men w<u*k into such a monstrous old stumj) ‘lor a great 
while; hut that they woidd go to work witli it with tJieir 
axes, and undertake to cut it doAvu in two days, and stid) up 
the r?*o1 of it in two more. But "William was for anotlier 
way, Avhieh proved much better tlian all this; for he wustor 
silent wo?k, that, if ]iossihI(*, he might cattdi soiin* of the . 
fellows ill it : so he sets twidvi^ men to it with larg(* augfers, • 
to hor(‘ great hok*s into the side of the tree, t('^'ji:o al’Aiost 
through, but not quite through; Avdiich holes Aven* bored 
Avithout noise; and Avhen they avitc don(‘, h(‘ tUhnl them all 
Avith gunjKuvder, stop]>ing stnmg i>lugs^ bolt(‘d ctossways, 
into the holes, and then boring a slanting hoh*, of a l(‘ss 
size, doAvn into the greater ho!i‘, all Avhicdi AV(‘re tilled Avith 
poAvder, and at onc<‘ bloAVii up. Wlu*n they took tire, lhcy.» 
mad(^ such a noise, and tore and s]>lit the tree* in so many 
jdaces, and in such a manner, that av(* could s<‘e jdainly such 
another blast Avould dcanolish it ; and so it. diil. Thus at 
the second time Ave could, at tAvo or thr(*e ]>laces, put our 
hands in them, and discov(‘r(‘d the cheat, luanudy, that then? 
was a caA’^e or hole dug in the (‘arth, from or through the 
bottom of the hollow, and that it liad communication 
with* anotlier cave furtlier in, Avhei\^ av(* heard the voic(‘S 
of scA^ral of the wild folks, calling and talking to one 
anothcir. 

' Wlum Ave came thus far, Avc‘‘had 'A great mind to get at 
them; and AVTlliam desired tliat^ihret* men might Ik* given 
liim Avitli hand-^reiiadoes; and he j)rouHse(I to go down 
first ; and boldly lie did so; for William, gi\'e liim bis due, 
had the h(?art of a lion. 

Th(w liad ])istols in tludr liands, and s^-mrds liy their 
bides; but, as tliey had taught the Indians bc*forc, by tlndr 
btiiik])ots, the India^is returned them in tlieir oAvn kind; 
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for tluy mfulci sncli n sirioke come up out of tlio ontrauco 
into llie cave or hollow, that William ami his thmj men 
wt*i*c‘ t^lad to co*ipcf*ruimfng out of the cave, and out of the, 
tT(*e too, mere want of Irtvath; and iiide(*d tlioy were 
almost stifled. 

Never was a fori if icat ion so wx^ll defirndt^d, or assjiilants so 
ni;my Avays d(*fcal(*d. We were noAV for giving it oven*, and 
l)artivular]y I <*all(id William, and told him, 1 could not but 
laugh to S(*e us sj>inning out our time here for notliiiig; that 
I could iif)t imagine Avhat we were doing; that it Avas certain 
thej-ogu^ lhat wercj^iu it Avere ciuining to tlu‘ last degree, 
and it Avould v(*x anyl)ody to he so baulkcMl by a leAv naked 
ignorant lellows; but still it was not Avortli our Avhile to 
jnisli it juiy liirlher^; nor Ava*s lhe]*e anylhing, that I kneAV 
of; lo l)e got liy t]u‘« conquest, Avhen it was made; so that I 
thought it high time to giv^e it oaht. 

. .William acknowledged that Avhat 1 siiid Avas just, and that 
there Avas notliiug but our curiosity to be gratified in this 
att(*m])t; and though, as he Siiid, he Avas very di'sirous to 
have st‘arched into the tiling, yet he, would not insist iqioii 
il ; so Ave resolved to (|uit it, and conn* away ; Avhich Ave did. 
JIoAvevi*r, William said before he AA^ent lie Avould have this 
\silisiaetion of them, viz., lo burn doAvn tlie tr(*(*, and stop 
np the eufranee iiilo the cave. And Avhile he Avas doing 
this, the gunner told liini he Avould liave um* sjitisliictimi of 
the ri)gues; and tliis Avas, that he would make a mine of it, 
and see Avjiich Avay it had vent. U})on lhi>f he fetched two 
hai*rels of poAvder out <*f the ships, and placed them in 
inside of the hollow of Civvc*, as far in as he durst go , 
to carry them, aiyl then Tilling up the mouth of the cave 
when* the tree stood, and ramming it Efficiently hard, 
heaving only a pi]»e or touch-hole, he gave fire to it, and 
iitood at a ditjance, to see; which Avay it Avould operate, 
when, on a sudde;n, he t'ound the force of the p)wder burst 
its Avay out among some bushes on tlm other side e)f the 
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little liill I inention(*(l, and tlint it came roaring out there, 
as out (\f the inoufli of a cannon; immediately running 
thither, we sinv the effects of the jxnvder. . 

First, we saw that there was the other mouth of the cave, 
which the powdc'r had so torn and < opened, tliat. the loose 
earth was so lalh'n in again, that notliing of sliaju* could he 
discerned; hut tliere we sjiw what was he(‘ome of tin* gar- 
rison of Indians too, wlio had given us all this trouhle^ llir 
some of t]u‘m l»a(l no arms, soiru* no h‘gs, some no head, 
some la v half-huried in the nihlnsh of the mine, rliat to 
say, in tlie loose earth that fidl in ; anch in shorty <.viere Svas 
a Triiserahle havoc made of them all; f<)r we liad go<Kl |•<^‘ls(»n 
to heli(we, not on<* of them that Avere in tln^ inside eould 
esca])t% but rather W(*re shot out of tlu‘ v‘<>uth of the cave, 
like* a bullet out of a gun. 

We had now our full satisfaction of the Indians; hut, in 
short, this was a hosing voyage ; l<)r we had two men killed,^, 
one quite crip]>led, and live more Avoundeel ; wi* s])eut 
barrels of powder, and e](*ven days’ lime, and all to get the 
understanding how to make an Indian mim*, or how to kce*]) 
gari’ison in a holloAv tree*; and witli this wit, l>ouglit at 
this dear priee, av(* came away, having lakeai in some fresh 
water, hntgol nf) fresh provisions. * 

We then eo]isid(*n;d what we should do to get hack agaii) 
to Madagascar. AVe Avere mueli aho^it the latitude* of the 
Cape of Good IIojx*, »})Ut had sneh a very long run, -and 
were neitlier sure of m(*etiug AA'itli fair Avinds, or -Avitli any 
la.id in the way, tliat av(! kuCvV m : Avhat to think of ii. 
AVilliam Avas our last r(‘sort in tlijj.case again, and he w as 
very plain witli^s. Friend, says^ he to lue, Avhat occasion 
hast thou to nm tlie V(*nture of staiwing, iner(*ly for tlie 
pleasure of sjiying thou hast been \\'h ere nobody ever was 
lx*lore? There are a gr(‘at many places iK<iiri*r' home, of 
whi(di thou may«*st say the same thing at a ](*ss expense. 

I see uo occasion tliou hast of‘ keei)ing thus llu* south any 
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Jonpor than till you arc Riiro you arc to the west end of 
Java and Sumatra ; and then thou may(‘st stand awav jjorth 
towards Ceylon, inid the coast of Coroinandel and Madras, 
wliere tho'^i. niayest get both fresh water and tresh pro- 
visions; and to tliat ])art it is likeiy we may hold out well 
enouph willi the stores that we have already. 

'J’liis was wholesome advice, and such as: was not to be 
sliphU^d; so Ave stood away to the W(‘st, keejnng between 
. lh(* latil nde of .‘>1 and »U) degrcM^s, and had very pood W(‘ather 
amlttiiir w intis for about ten days’ sjiil ; by wdiieli time, by 
ourS'(*ck*r*ji^ng, we A^ere clear of the isles, anti might run 
away lo the north. And as we car(‘d not for purchase, 
we W(‘nt mt‘rnly on for the coast of ('tylon, Avhere Ave in- 
1<'n(li‘d to touch to^pet frt^sll water again, and more provi- 
sitnis; and ^yo had ‘nothing material olftTed in this ])art of 
tli(* vt)yag(', only tliat we m(*t with contrary winds, and were 
y,hov<* a month in tlie ])ass;ig(*. 

We took in I'resh water lujri^, and some provisions, but did 
not much troiilile ourselv<‘s about laying in any stores, our 
beef and lu»gs, wdiich we got at Java, being not yet all gone 
hv a trood deal. W(‘ had a small skirmish on shore liere 
willi w»nio, pf tlu; jK'dpk* of the Lslund. 

• I could never I’ully get out tif our men Avhat they did, 
tliey wtTi- si) true, to one another in their •wickedness; but 1 
understood in the main, it "was home barbarous thing 
they liad done, and tliat they had likooto liave paid dear for 
it ; for the men resented it tt) the last degri^s, and gathered 
ill sucli numbers ahontrfhein, lluit, bad not sixteen moz-e 
our men, in anotluT boat.^rone all in the niek of time, just 
to reseue om* iirst,men, \^o were but eleTwai, and so feteh 
them off by main foi-ce, they had been all Ip off, the inha- 
bitants being no less than two or three hundred, armed with 
darts and ianejs, the usual wcaiwiis of the country, and 
which they ai-e very dexterous at tlii'owing, even so dexte- 
rous, that it was scarce credible ; and lj|jid our men stood to 
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figlit tliem, as some of rtioni Avorc 1)C)1(1 enough to lalk of,., 
they had all been overwhelmed and killed. As it was, 
seventeen of onr men were wounded, and of Lheni very 
dangerously. But they were more frightened ^*hau liiirt 
too; for every one of them gave tlieinsidves over l!>r dead 
men, Ix^lieving the lances were poisoned. But William was 
our comfort here loo ; for, wlieJi two ol* onr siirgeons were 
of the sfune (»])inion, and told the men, foolishly enough, that 
th(‘y W(nild die, William cheerfully AV(‘nt to work with them, 
and cured them all but one, who rath(;r die<l by drinking 
some arrack punch, than of his wound,, the excosj^r;f drmk- 
ing throwing him into a fever. 

We liad enough of Ceylon, though some of onr people 
werci for going asljore again, sixty or seye.nty men tog(?ther, 
tube revenged; but Williain ])ersnaded tlu‘m against it; 
and his reputation was so great among the men, as 'well as 
with us that were commanders, that he could inilueucc them 
more than any of us. 

He prevailed with tljeni at last, and they 'were content to 
go away and leave them as they found them. In the first 
skirmish they killed between sixty and sciveiity men, and 
wounded a great many more : but they had notliing^ and our 
j>ef)ple got nothing by it but the loss of one man's life, amb 
the Avoundhig sixte<in more as above. 

W e were rio%v at aiul we sti>od away to the north fi>r 
a while, to try if we would get a market for our Kj)iees ; for 
we were very rich in nutmegs, but we ill knew what to do 
vrith them : the only way Ave had ftp- it was to stand away 
for Goa, and trade, if we could, f,>r our spiceswith the Por- 
tuguest^ lactor^^iere. Accordingly, Ave (tailed silmost tlu- 
ther, for we h^Pniadc land two days befbro, and, being in 
the latitude of Goa, were standing in lair for Marmagoon, 
oil the head of Salsat, at the going up to Go^ when 1 called 
to the men at tlie helm to bring the ship to, and bid tlic 
pilot go away N.N,W. till wc came out of sight of tlic 



OF CAPTAIN SINGLETON. 


225 


•j^liorc ; when William and I called a council, as we nsed to 
do upon cmcrgcngms, wdiat course wc should taki' to trade 
tTierc, and not be* discOT«.‘rc‘d j and we coricJudcd at length, 
that we wftiild not go ihitlair at all ; but that William, Avith 
ojK*, (»f tlu'^othcr surgeons and such tj-usl^v lellows only as could 
hv- dt ] tended u])( > 11 , should go in the sloop to Surat, Avhich was 
still (a ri her northward, and trade there as merchants, with such 
oftln*. Knglish liictory aslhey could lind to l)e for their turin 

They had no diilieulty at all with tlie mercluuits ; for 
lla*j^>r<)spcct they had of gain made them not at all iiiquisi- 
tiv!*, noT '^,i(l thi'y make, the least discovery of the sloo[> ; 
and as to the selling them spic<‘S winch were fetched so iar 
from tlienee, it semis it w;^s not vso much a novelty’' llu're 
as we l)f li(‘ved ; for tlie Jk>rtiiguesc* JiacI freciiuiutly \esseLs 
AvliicJi came iroin ]\Iacao in (liina, wlio brought spices, 
wliich tiny l)Oi]ght t»f the (’lihiesc tradings, who again fre- 
.([Ueiilly dealt among the Dutch Spice Islands, and receiv(‘d 
spices in exchange Ibr such gooxls as tiny carried from China. 

'Jhis might be called, iude(*d, the only trading voy’^ago avc 
had made*; and now Ave ^vel•(^ I’eally very rich ; and it came 
jnnv iialurally Ixdbn* us to coJisider Avhitln'r Ave slnuild go 
JH'xt. (Vir j)ro})er dodivery ])ort, as AVe ought to huAU* calh d 
"it, Avas at Madagascar, in the hiiy of Abmgahelly ; but 
W^iUiam took me by myself into the e;il)in ol' the sluoj) oju* 
day, ami told me he wanl(.‘d to talk setrioiisly Avilh me a 
little; so Ave sliut ou]‘s(*]vo*s in, and Willlani b(*g;ui Avith mcj 

Wilt thou givi^ me leave, sjys William, to talk j)lain]y 
Avith tluv* upon thy i«’cseiit circiunstances and thy liitifto* 
4>rospect of living; aiul/,filt tliou promise, on thy Avord, to 
lake nothing ill gf me ? 

With all my heart, said I, William; I Hte alAA’^ays found 
yoTir advice good; and your designs have not only becij 
well L‘ud,*but^"ouv counsel has been very Ineky to us; and 
tlu*rcfore, «iy Avhat you Avill, 1 promise you I will nut tala 
it ill. 


Q 
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But tliat is not all my tlcmancl, siiys William ; if thou' 
dost not like wlmt I am froing t<t propose to (Lee, thou shalt 
promise me not to make it public ajming tlio men. 

I ■will not, Williiuu, says I, tnwm my word; arid swore to 
him too very hoaa-tilj’. 

Why then, stiys 'W’'illiani, I have but one thing more to 
article with thee about, and that is, that thou wilt consent, 
that, if thou dost not a2iprove of it for thyself, thou will y6t 
con-seut (hat I shall put so much f>f it in ja-actice as relates . 
to myself and my new comrade doctor, so that it be* in ■ 
nothing to thy detriment and loss. 

In anything, sjiys 1, William, but huivmg me, 1 will ; bilt 
I cannot 2 )art with you U])OU anv terms whateviT. 

Well, says William, I am not designing to ])art from thee, 
unless it is thy own doing ; but assure me in all the.se- jioiuts, 
and 1 will tell my mind freely. 

fck) I jffomise-d him eveiy thing he desires! of me, in the. 
most solemn manner possible, and so seriously and fninkly 
•withal, that William made no scruple to oj)cn his mind 
to me. 

Why then, in the first place, says William, shall I ask 
thee if thou do.st not think thou and all thy men are rich 
enough, and have really gotten as much wealth together (by* 
whatsoever way it has been gotten, that is not the question), 
as ye aU know what to do with ? 

"VVliy, truly, WilJiihn, .sai<l I, thou art pretty right; I 
'think we have had pretty g<M>d luck. 

' A\^ell then, says William, I would ji.sk, whether, if thou 
hast gotttai enough, thou hast a%v thought of leaving off 
this trade ; forj|||Ht people leave ^ tmding when they Jirc 
Siitisfied with ^Rting, and arc rich enough ; tor nobody 
trades for the sake of trading ; much less do any men rob 
for the sake of thieving. j 

Well, William, says I, now I perceive what it is thou art 
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•drivinii at: I warrant you, says I, you begin to banker 
aller lioine. 

. • 1 » 

Wliy, truly; says Williairij thou hast said it, and so lh()j)e 
tljou dostnoo. It is natural for most men that are abroad 
to desire to conn* home again at last, (‘spcrially when thi‘y 
are grown rieh, and. when they are (as thou owiu'st thyself 
to be) rieh enough, and so rieh, as thciy know not what to 
do with more, if th(‘V had it. 

Well, William, sjtid 1, but now you think you have laid 
ydur ])reliminary at first so home, that I should have no- 
thing to s'jy ; lliat that when I had got money enough, it 
Would 1)(‘ natural to tliiiik of going home; hut you have nor 
explaiiu'd what you mean Jw home; and there you and I 
sliall ditb'r. Wlir, man, I am at home ; h(‘re is my habita- 
tion; I newer bad any other in my lifetime : 1 was a kind 
of a. el larity-sehool boy; so that I ran have no desire of 
. gi)iiig iuiywliere ibr btnng rich or poor, for I have nowhiTe 

go. 

Why, sjiys William, looking a little confused, art not thou 
an Englishman ? 

Yes, says 1, 1 think so : you see I speak English : but I 
eanieVni^ c>f England a eliild, and never was in it but once 
sllle(^ J wrjs a man ; and tlnm I was cheated and imjiosed 
n])o!i, and used so ill, that I care no^t if I never see it more. 

AYliy, hast thou no relations or friends there? sjiys he : 
no aecjiiaintanee ? none that tliou haSt any^ kindness, or any 
remains tif respc*c.t for ? 

Not r, William, sai4 1 ; not one, more than I have in Hm 
^.onrt of the (Ireat Mogul? • 

Nor any kiudMcss for^^Jio country wher^hou wast born? 
says William. 

Not T, any more than foi the island of Madagascar, nor 
^^0 much heitVr; for that has been a fortunate island tome 
niore than once, as thou knoAvost, William, said I. 

q2 
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William was {]iii<.e stuiin(‘(l at my discoiirso, and liold lii.-^ • 
])caco; and I said to him, Go on, AyilliaiH; ,what hast thou 
to say finilier ? ibr I hear you have-sonu! j'/rojoct in your 
head, says I ; come, let’s have, it out. ' 

Nay, says Williarn, thou hast put me to silence, and all 
I had to siiy is overthrown ; all my ja-ojects arii come to 
nothing, and gone. 

Well, but, William, said I, let me hear what lluy wM’c’; 
for though it is so that what 1 liave to aijn at does not look 
your way, and though I have no relation, no friend, no j\c- 
(juaintancc* in England, yet I do not siV/ 1 like t^ffi rovmg, 
cruising life so well as never to givi' it ovt‘r; let im* hear if 
thou cansl pro])ose to me anythjiig beyond it. 

Certainly, Ifiend, sjiys William, v(*rv grav(‘ly, then' is 
something b(‘youd it; and lifting u]) his liands, he seemed 
very much adected, and I thought 1 saw t(‘ars standing in 
his ey(‘s ; but I, tliat was too hai’d(‘ued a wreteli to be moved.. 
with th(‘se things, lauglied at him. What I says I, \wn 
moan death, I warrant yon; di)n't you? tliaf is beyond this 
trade- Why, when it comes, it comes; tluin we are all 
provided for. 

Aye, siiys William, that islrm*; Imt it would be better 
that some things w(Te thouglit on before that eanie. 

Tlionght on ! says I ; what signifies thinking of it ? To 
think oi’ death, is to die; atid to be always tliinking of it, 
^is to be all one’s lih; ’long a-dying : it is time enough to 
think of it when it com(*s. 

• You will easily belic^ve 1 was wc-ll (pialified for a })irate, 
'that could talk thus; but let me^ leave it ujxrn rec(*rd, fov. 
the, remark of oicr hardened rogues like*, eiy self. My con- 
science gave nuPi jiaiig that I liad never felt befoie, when 
I said — Wliat signifies thinking of it? ami told mo, I 
should one day think of th(;st‘, words with a »vid heart; but 
the lime of my reflection was not yet (,*ome ; so I went on. 

Kays William, veiy seriously, I must tell thee, friend, 1 
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‘ nm sorry to hear thee talk so: they that never think of 
dying, often die. yritliont tliinking of it. 

i carried ou»tl\e j<‘sting way a while farther, and said — 
Tritliec*, (k) rK)t talk of dying; how do we know we shall 
ev(‘r di(‘ ? and began to langli. , 

1 n(‘<*d not answer thee to that, wiys William ; it is not 
Tiiy ]>lace to rei)7‘ov(^ thee who art eoinmander over me here ; 
biitd had ratlier thou wouldst talk otherwise of death; it 
is a (*oars(‘ thing. 

•Say anything to me, William, siiid T, I will tak(‘, it 
kii^dly.* \ began ii«jw to be vei’y much moved at his dis- 
course*. 

Says William (tears runying down his fiice), it isibecausc 
rii(‘n li^e as if tk(*y were n(‘ver to die, that so many die 
befijn* tliey know Low to live ; but it was not death that I 
nieant, when I said, — That then* was something to be 
. tbouglit cT ])eyond this w^ay 4)f living. 

.Why, William, sjiid T, what was tluit? 

It was r<*jK‘ntance, he. 

AVliy, siiys I, did you (*ver know a pirate repent ? 

At thislu* started a little, and returned — At the gallows 
I have known one repent, and 1 hope thou ivilt Ixi the 
* second. 

He >])oke this very afFectionately, wdth an appearance of 
eoneerii jbr me. 

Well, William, says T, I thank •)u>u, and T am not so 
s(‘nseless- of these things, perhaps, as I make myself secnf 
to l>e ; but come, l<‘t Tiie hear your proposjil. 

• My pn)posal, says Wflliam, is i(>r thy good, as well as* 
my own. We may j)Ut^#n end to this ki^ of life, and re- 
pent; ;md 1 think the fairest occasion mers for both, at 
this very title, that ever did, or ever will, or indeed can 
happen agaim# 

Look you, William, siiys T, let me have your projiosal for 
putting an end to our present way of Jiving first, for that is’ . 

qS 
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the case before iis, and you and T will talk of the other after-' 
ward. l*am not so inseiisibhs sjiid I, as yvai-inav tliink 
to be; but lot us got out of this wrotolied condition we nvv, 
in fust. 

Nay, says Willian^', thou art in the right there ; wo must 
never talk (»f rot)enfing Avhilt* we e(aitiiiuo ])irat('s. 

'Well, sfiys 1, William, that it is what 1 nu^aiit ; for If we 
must not reform, asAvell as be s(»rry lor what is done, I liave 
no notion what re])entanec means; ind(‘(‘d, a.l best 1 know 
little of the matter; Imt the nalure of the thing si'oms’to 
tell me, that the first stej) we have to fAke, is to- break 'ofr 
this wr^'teli(‘d course; and Til begin there with jou, with* 
all my h(‘art. i 

1 could see l>y his eountenaiice Ij^at William was. 
thoroughly pleased with the offer; and iJ* lu‘ had tears in 
his eyes b(‘tore, h(‘ had moi‘e now ; but it was irom a (|uite 
^ dillerent ])as.si(m; for he was so swallowed up will] joy Is* 
could not speak. 

Come, William, says I, thou showest me jJain emmgh 
thou hast an honest meaning. T)ost thou tliink it i^ practi- 
cable Ibr ns to put an end to our imliaj)py Avay of living here, 
and get off? 

Yes, says he, I think it is very practicable for m(‘; 
Avhether it is for thee, or no, tliat will (lej)eiid ni)oii tliyself. 

Weil, says I, 1 give you my Avord, that as I hav(^ eoin- 
piandcd you all |aloiig, from the time 1 first took you' on 
lioard, so you shall command me fnnii this hour, anil eyejy- 
tlibig you direct nu* I’ll do. * 

*' Wilt tlani leaveit all to me? Dost thou say this freely? * 

Yes, William, ^ys I, freely ; mnlVll jierfitrm it liiitlifnlly. 

Why then, stiys William, my scheme is this: — We are 
noAV at th(i mouth of the gulf of Persia; av(; ^ve sold so 
much of our cargo liero at Surat, that Ave^ liave money 
enougli : send me aAA^ay for Bassora Avith the slooj), loachm 
Avith the China goodsj Ave have on board, which Avill make 
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•anollier good cargo, and I’ll warrant tlicc I’ll find mcanrt 
anK>ng tlic EngJi^iJl and the Diifch iiUTchantK then*, to lodge, 
a* quajitity oi* goods and money also as a merchant, so 
as we will* be able to have recourse to it again uj)on any 
occasitai ; and when 1 come home*, we will contrive the. 
rest ; and iji the. ni(‘antime. do bring tin* shijVs crcAV 
t<.) tah(* a r(js()lutioji to go t<^ Madagascar, as soon as I 
iTturn. 

I told bini I tlionglitlie need not go so fiir as Bassora, but 
' riiii into Gombaroon, or to Ormus, and pretend the 

s.aiM(* biTsiness. • 

• No, says In*, I ('annof act witli tbe same frc*(*doni there, 
b(*ea,us(^ tin*. Company’s faef{>n<‘s an* there, and I may* be laid 
hold of there on p^(*l(*j}ee ol iiilf rlopiiig. 

Well, but, said 1, yon may go to Onnns then ; for I am 
loatlj to ]>art witli yon sf> Jong as to go to the hottom of the 
. iVnsian (lulf IIi* jH‘turned, that 1 should leave ittoliini to 
dv as he sliould see eausi*. * 

Wi* had tahoii a large sum of money at Riimt; so that wo 
laid near a hiiinlre.d thousiuid jiounds in money at our 
eomi^and; but on board tlie gn*at ship we had still a great 
de^il more.. 

1 ordered him publi(*ly to lvi‘ep the money on board wliieli 
lie had, and to buy up with it a (piantity of ammunitifni, ii‘ 
lie ^inild get it, ajid so to furnish us for new exploits;* and 
in the .meantiiin* I resolv<*d to g<'t a* quantity <)f gold, and 
somo jowels whieh I had on board tlie*givat ship, am? 
plaee. tliem so that I iiiiglit carry them off* Avilhoiit noting, 
•Jis soon as In* came baelf ; and so, according to William’s^ 
directions, I ieff him ♦y go the voyage, and I 'went on 
hoard llie great ship, in whi<*h wo had indeed an immense 
tn‘asui’e,. 

We waitc'djio Jess than twm months for Willianfs return ; 
and indeed I began to bi* very uneasy about William, some- 
b’lues tliinking lie had abandoned 111 ^^, and that he might • 

Q 4 
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liave used tlio. same arlifici^ to have engaged the other men* * 
to comply'' with him, and so they were goi^e Jway together; 
and it Avas but tln-ee daysheft)re. his return that T Avas just 
upon the j)oint of I’esolving to go aAvay to Madagascar, 
and gh^e Iiim oA'er;^ but the old surgeon, who Avent AA'itli 
William in tlie sloop to Surat, pei’snaded me against that; 
for Avhieli good advice, and liisaj)])ai*ent fiithfulness in A\’hat 
he had b(‘en tjaisted Avith, 1 madcj him a party to my design, 
and liej)roved A^cry honest. 

At length William came back, to onr inexpressible jcVj', 
and brought a great many necessaiy things Avith him; *<is, 
jiarticularly, he brouglit sixtj'' bar-rels of poAvder, some iron 
shot, and about tliirty tons of lead ; also lu* brouglit a great 
deal of provisions; and, in a Avord, W^illiam gave me a 
publie account of his voyage*, in the hearing of A\hoever 
hapjiened to be upon the <|iiarter-di‘ck, that no suspicions 
might be found about us. 

After all A\'as done, William mov(*d, that lie might go up 
again, and that I Avould go Avith him ; named S(*v(*ral things 
Avhich.Ave had on board iliat lu* eould not sell there; and 
jiarticularly told us, he had b(’c*u obliged to leave stweral 
things there, the enravaus not lieiiig* come in; and tliat he 
had engaged to come back again with goods. 

This Avas Avhat 1 A\m\ted. The men A\'ere eager for his 
going', and particularly because hi* told them they might 
load the sloop back Aviih rice and provisions; but I seemed 
Viackward to goifig; Avhen the old surgeon stood- u]), and 
pii^^suaded me to go, and Avitli many /irguinents pressed me 
♦+o it; as, particularly, if 1 did rUA. go, there wu»uld be iio^ 
order, and siweral of tlie men raigl^tklrop a\vay, and perhaps 
betray all the rest ; and that tliey should not think it safe 
ibr the sloop to go again, if I did not go ; and to urge me 
to it, he offered himself to go with me. 

Upon t}les(^ considerations, I seemed to be OA^erpersuaded 
to go; and all the company seemed the better satisfied 
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•when I had conH(*ntt‘d ; and accordingly wc took all the 
jiowdcr, lead, and iron^out of the sloop into the great, shij), 
and all the otlwr’ things that Avere for the ship’s use, and 
jait in soifie hales of s]>ic(‘s, and casks or frails of cloves, in 
all ahont seAa‘n tons, and some othf;r goods, among the 
hales of Avhich I Lad conv(yed all iny private; treasure, 
Aviiicli, r assure' you, Avas of no small \^alue ; and uAvay I 

At going off, I called a council of all the officers in the 
slup, to ceaisieler in Avhat j)lace they should wait for me*, 
anfi how JoTig ; ami Ave appointed the ship to stay eight- 
^^nid-t we‘nty days at a little island on the* Arabian side e)f 
tlie gulf; and that, if the sloop did not come in that time, 
tiny shtmid sail t^ another islanrl to the Avest of that jdace*, 
and Avait llie've' (iil(*c-n days more ; aiul them, if the; sloe>]) did 
not e(»ni<', they should c-ouchule* senne ae^eidemt must have 
luippeMie'd, and the rendezvous should he at Madagascar. 

• Being thus resolved, Ave le*ft tlie ship, Avhich hoth^ 
William and I, and the surgc'oii, newer intended to see any 
more. AVe ste'e'red direegly for the gulf, and through to 
Ikissora, or Balsiira. 'Bhis eity e)f Balsara lies at some 
distance' •fnmi the* place Avliere our s]e)op lay, and the river 
not heiiij^ AU'ry safe, and avc hut ill ac<]uainte*d with it, 
havij]g hut an emlinary pilot, Ave went on shoi'e at a village 
Avlj(*re some iiu'rchaMts live', and Avhicli is very pojmlous, 
lJ>r ihi: sidvc of small A'essels rieling there. 

Here -w^e stayed and traded three' or four dayfi, landinff 
all our bale's and spices, and indec'd the Avhole cargo, tliat 
•was of any considerahW Amine ; Avhich Ave chose to do,^ 
ratlu'r than go up immi*j|iatcly to Balsara, till the project 
Ave had laid was i»ut in execution. 

After Ave had bought several goods, and Averc preparing 
to buy seVeroJ others, the boat being on shore Avith twelve 
men, myself, AA^illiam, the surgeon, and one fourth man, 
Avhoiu AVC had singled out, avc contriyed to send a Turk, \ 
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just at the dusk of the evening, with a letter to the boat- • 
swain; and giving the tellow a .eljargc to .run with all 
possible sj)eed, wo stood at a small distaneo, to observe the 
event. The contents of the letter were thus writfoii by tjie 
old doctor. * 

BOATSWAIN THOMAS, 

We arc all betrayed. ]\Iakc off instantly with the 
boat, and get on board, or you are all lost. The^eaptaiii, 
William the quaker, and George, the ri*rormade, arq sei^^ed 
and carried away: 1 am esca 2 )ed, and Iiid, but oninot sTir 
out ; if I do, I am a dead man. As soon as you are on 
board, cut or slip, and make aiiW for your lives. Adieu. 


We stood undiscovered, a»s above, it btmig the dusk of 
^the ev(!ning, and stiw the Turk deli v<‘r tlu* letter; and in 
three minutes we saw all the men hurry into the boat, and 
put off; and no soon<*r were they on l)oard than they took 
the hint, as we sujqK)sed ; for the n(*xt morning they were 
out of* sight, and we never hear® tale or tidings of them 
since. 

We were now in a good jdace, tind in very good circum- 
stances ; for we pass(id for merehaiits of Persia. 

It is not material to record here what a mass of ill-gotten 
jvealth ^ve had gj't together : it will be more to the jftir- 
pose to tell you, that 1 began to be s(‘nsi]»le of the eriijie of 
geUing of it in such a manner as I*iiad done; that I had 
S'ery little satisfaction in the possession of it; and, as T told" 
William, I had no expectation kciping it, nor much 
desire. 

I should have observed, that we had new/*lothed our- 
selves hei-e after the l^ersian nuinner, in long ivests of silk, 
a gf>wn or robe of English crimson cloth, very fine, and 
handsome, and let ejar beards grow so after the Persian 
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Bijiinici', that we passed for Persian niorehants, in \w\v 
o;dy, tlK)Ufi:h, .bjr tlie iWay, we could not undersiaiid or 
*sj)cak om; word of the'langiUiyje of Persia, or indeed of any 
other ])Ut English and Dutcli ; and of the latter 1 under- 
stood very littl(‘. • 

William liad struck so deep into my untliiiiking temper, 
witli hinting to me that there was something beyond all 
this*; that the present lime Avas the lime of enjoyment, but 
that the^time of account appr(»ached ; that tlie work that 
reiHaiiK^d was geiilhn- than the labour j)ast, viz., re})eiitance, 
and lliat itfAvas liigH time to tliink of it : T s;iy these, and 
such tlioughls as lliest*, engrossed iny hours, and, in a Avord, 

J greAV very sad. • 

As toihe wi‘al\li 1 had, Avhich Avas immensely great, it 
Avasall like dirt under my feet; 1 had no vahu‘ for it, no 
peace in the ]>os.'^es^iou of it, no gri'al concern a]>out me for 
• llu‘ l(‘aving of it. 

•William had perceived my thoughts to be troubled, and 
my mind h(*avy and oppressed for some time; and one 
evening, in ojie of our cool Avalks, 1 b(‘gau Avitli him about 
the leaving our ellects. William Avas a Avise and Avary 
.man; anfl indeed all tin; ju'udentials of my conduct liad for 
a long linw be(*ii oAving to his advice, and s<» now all the 
methods ll)r jueserving (»ur ellects, and even ourselves, lay 
ujuai liiiii ; and h(‘ liad been lidlin^g me of some ol tlie 
measures he liad been taking tin' our m:jking Iiomeward^ 
and Ibr tin; si*e,urity of our Av<*al!h, when I took him very 
short. Why, Williaifl, says 1, dost thou think Ave sh*ll 
•t*vi‘r lie able to reach Europe with all this cargo tliat Ave^ 
have about us? • 

Aye, says WiHiam, Avitln ut doubt, as Avell as other 
imn’chants aa’^Ii theirs, as long as it- is not piibliely known 
^viiat (pKintit)"^ or of Avliat value our cargo consists. 

Why, William, says 1 smiling, do you tliink that, if there 
i« a God above, as you have so long been telling iim there 
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is, and tliat wo must giA^o an account to him ; T say, do yoTi* ‘ 
think, if ho bo a rigliU*ous judge*, he; Avill lot.uH oseape tlius 
with the* jdundor, as avc^ may call ity of so many inno(i(^llt 
people, nay, I might say nations, and not call uJito an ac- 
count for it before we can get to Euixjjic, Avhere we j)r(‘iend 
to enjoy it ? 

AVilliam a|)]H*ared struck and surprised at the epiestion, 
and made no answer for a gr<*at Avliile : and I rep(‘ated' the 
question, adding that it was not to be (*x])ected. 

Aher a little ])ause, sjiys William, thou hast starleJ a ‘ 
very weighty question, and 1 can inake'-no jjosit^ive answer 
to it; but I will state it thus : first, it is true that, if wd 
consider the justice of God, avj* have no reason to ex]>ect 
any ])rotection; but as the ordinary wayfji of Providence arc. 
out of the common road of human afliiirs, so Avt* may ho])e 
for m<‘rcy still upon our i-e])entance, and we Kuoav not hoAV 
good he may be to us; so av(* are to act as if we rather . 
' depmuled iijjon the last, I mean the merciful pajt, than 
claimed the first, Avhieh must jiroduee nothing but judgment 
and veng(*ance. 

But haik ye, William, siiys 1, the nature of re])entance, 
as you hinted once to 7ue, inclndcMl reformation; and Ave 
can never reform ; hqAV tli(*n can \v(* re])eiit ? 

“Why can Ave never reform ? says William. 

Bc*caiise, said I, we eamiot restore svhat Ave have taken 
away hy rapine ^nd spoil. . f 

It is true, says William, w(* can luwer. do that’; for Ave 
cafei never come to the knowledge of fhe 0Avn<*rs. 
t But Avhut then must l)e done with our Avealth, said T, tlio* 
effects of plunder and rapine? IfSve k(‘ep it, Ave continue 
to bc^ robl)Ci*s and thieves; and if avc quit it, Ave cannot do 
justice with it, for we cannot rcston* it to tlic^ right owners. 

Nay, says William, the answer to it is short. To quit 
Avhat AVC haA’e, and do it here, is to throw it away to those 
' Avlio have no claim to it, and to divest ourselves of it, but to 
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• r!<) no right willi it; 'vvlnn’cas wc ought hoop it carefully 
together, Avilh a rosoluyon to do what right withdt wo arc*, 
ahio ; and who tiiowH what opportunity Providonoc*, may 
])Ut into uilr hands, to do justice, at least, to somti of those Ave 
liavc^ injurc*d ; so we ought, at least, tej l(‘ave it to him, and 
go c>n. As it is, without diAuht, our present husme^ss is to 
go to some ])lac(‘ of sjiic'ty, where Ave may Avait his will. 

* 'Hiis rc‘solutiou oi' William was very sjdislyiug To me iii- 
ch'cd, as, the; truth is, all he* sjiid, and at all times, Avas soli<l 

• aial goc-ic*! ; and had not William thus, as it Avere, cpiieted 
]ny miud,^l thiidv* vcu’ily, I Avas so alarmed at the just 
reason 1 had to ex]K‘ct vcaigc^aiicc* tiom heavcm upon me lor 
my ill-g'otteu wealth, that ^should have run aAvay irom it 
as th<‘ (h‘»irs go<iJs, that 1 had nothing to do Avltli, that did 
not, l)C‘loug to me*, and that 1 had no j-ight to keep, and Avas 
ill (‘(‘rtain daiigc*!’ oi‘]»eing destroyed for. 

. .JIowc'VcT, William scuttled my mind to more prudent 
sUps than thesj*, and ^|eonelii(h*d that I ought, hoW(*ver, to 
pi*(5ee(‘d to a places of safety, and h*av(' the event to God 
Almighty's mercy. Tint this I mu^t h*ave upon record, that 
I had, from this time*, no joy of the Avc-allli I had got; 1 
looked upon it as stolc*n, and so ind(‘i*d the greatest jiart of 
*itwas; 1 Jcioked uik>u it as a hoard (►f other men's goods, 

^ Avliieh .1 had rohhed the iunoceiit own(*rs of, and which 
I ought, in a Avord, le) he hanged lor hen*, and damned for 
herrtaft.er. And iioAV, iiidc*(*(l, 1 l)(*gaiT sine^redy 1o hate my- 
self for a dog; .a av retch, tliat hail been a thief and a 
nmriliTiT ; a Avretcli, ♦hat Avas in a condition Avhkh nobofly 
•Avas evi'r in ; lor 1 had ]*(?l)lH*d, and tliongh I had the wealtli^ 
hy mi‘, yet it Avas imjios^hle I should ever make any resti- 
tution ; and upon tliis acccaint it ran in my head that I 
could newer repent, lor that ivpenlanee could not he sincere* 
Avilhout restitution, and tlicrelore must of necessity he 
tliimned ; the*re* Avns no room lor mo. to cscajie. 1 Aveiit 
alx)ut with my heart full of these ilioughts, little better 
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than n distracted %llow ; in short, rnniiing headlong into- 
the most dr(\adliil d(‘sp{iir, and premeditating nothing hut 
how to rid myself out of the world; .and,'iud(*ed, the devil, 
if such things are of the devil’s immediate* doiug, lol lowed 
his Avork very elose; Avith me; and nothing lay u])on my 
mind for several days, hut to shoot myself into the head 
AAdth my jnstol. 

But William entered upon a A'ory long and serious dis- 
course Avilh me about the natuia* f)f my circumstances, and 
about repentance; that it ought to beat t(‘nded, imftvd, AA^'ith 
a de(*p abhorr(‘nce of the crime that I bad to charge niywelf 
AAUth ; ])Ut that to despair of God's nuTcy A\"as no part of re*- 
pcntance, but putting myself into tlu* condition of thedcwil; 
indeed, that 1 must. a])i)ly myself Avith*,fi sincere humble 
confession of my crinu*, to ask ])ardon of God, Avhom I had 
offended, and cast myself upon his nu'rcy, rcsf)Iving to be 
AAulling to make r(‘stitution, if eviT it sliould ph'ase God .to, 
put it ill my poAver, even to the ^^trnost of Avhat 1 ha,d jn 
the Avorld ; and this, he told me, Avas the m(‘thod Avhich he 
had resolved upon hims(*]f ; and in this, he told me, he had 
found comfort, 

Afler almost thr(*e months’ stay at Ikassora, ^Ave lur(‘d 
boats, and Avent uji to Ihigdat, or Babylon, on tin* river” 
Tigi’is, or rather EnjJirates, We had a V(‘ry ecmsiderabhj 
cargo of goods Avith us, and therefoi'^i made a great ligurc 
then*, and AV(*re recojA'ed A\dth respect ; av(* had, jn par- 
^tieular, t‘wo-and -forty bales of Indian '‘.tiiffs of sundry sorts, 
silks, muslins, and fine chintz : avi* kud fifteen bales of Vi‘ry 
< fine China silks, and scA-^enty packs, or bal(*s, of spio(‘s, par-n 
ticularly doves and nutmegs, AAutlj 'other goods. 

I travelled this journey, careless to the last degree of my 
goods or Avealth, liolieving that, as I came by it all by miiiue 
and violence, (iod Avoiild direct tliat itshould^bc tak(‘n from 
me again in tli(^ same manner ; and, indiicd, I think I might 
Bay, I was very willing it should be bo ; but, as I had a 
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• -merciful prot('ctor a1)Ove ino, so I had a faithful steward, 
counsellor, j)artu 4 *r, or whatever 1 might call him^ wlio was* 
my guide, my pilot, my govenior, my ever}’thmg, and took 
<*iire ]H)th*of me, and of all \ve had; and though he had 
uev(T ))(M*n in any of th(‘S(^ parts of llje >vorld, yet he took 
tlie care of all u])ou him ; and in about nine-aiul -fitly days 
we arrived from Bassora, at tlie moiitli of the river Tigris 
(U* Kuphrates, ihrougli the desert, and through Aleppo, to 
Alexandria, or, as wv call it, Scanderooji, in the Levant. 

*AV(‘ staytil liere some time after they Avere gone, till at 
lengt]i,*not b(ing tljdn-oughly resolved whither to go t ill then, 
a Venetian s1ii]) touelu*d at Cyprus, and put in at Seandte^ 
rocm to look llu* Ireight home. We took tin* hint, and, bar- 
gaining" fiir our jiassjige, and the freiglit x)f our goods, we 
einl)ark(‘d for Venic(‘, wher<‘; in two-and-twimly days, Ave 
ari-iv( (l saf(‘ with all our treasure, and Avitli such a cargo, 
taki‘ our goods, and our money, and our joAvels togellu*r, as, 
l.lxdic'ved, Avas never brought into the city by two single' 
nidi, since the state of Vdiice had a b(*ing. 

Ileie we converted all our effects into money, settled our 
ab(»de as tor a considerable time, and William and 1, main- 
taining im inviolable friendship and fidelity to one another, 
*liv(‘d like Iavo lirotliers : avc neither had or souglit any sepa- 
rate int(*rest; Ave eimversed seriously and gravidy, and upon 
tlu' suliject of our repentance continually ; Ave never eluiiiged, 
thali is.to siiy, so as to him? off our Annenian garbs; and, 
Ave Avere'calh‘d, ajt Venice, the two Grecians. • * 

1 have*bei*n tAvo oit three time’s going to give a detail^iof 
rfiur Avcalth ; but it Avill a^ipear incredible ; and we had the% 
gj'(‘atest diffimdty in tlf^ Avorld how to conceal it, being 
justly a})[)rchensive lest Ave might be assassinated in that 
country for our trenisure. At length William told me he 
began to thirilj iioav that he must newer England any 
uiore, and that indeed he did not much concern himself 
about it ; but seeing Ave had gained ^io great wealth, and 
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having some ])ooi^Bations in England, he stiid he would, if- 
I was mlling, write to know if -tljey were, living, and to 
know what condition theyAvere in; and if he found sm*li of 
them were alive as he liad some thoughts ahoul,* he would, 
with niy constmt, se^iid them something to bett(;r tlieir con- 
dition. 

1 consented most willingly; and accordingly AVilliain 
wrote to a sister and an iiiiele, and in about Ih^e w'eeks’ 
time received an answer from them both, directed t(» himself, 
und<T cover of a hard Aniieniaii name that lu* laid gi\Vii ■ 
Jiiiusidf, viz., Seignior Cunstaiitinc Ahxion of lsi»jihauf at 

It Avas a A'ery moving li‘tl(‘^’ he neeived frmn his slst<‘r, 
Avho, all IT the most passionate exj>ressious oi‘ joy 4i) liear he 
was alive, sexung sh<‘ had long ago had an aceouui tlial he 
Avas murdered by the ]>irates in the West Iiidi4‘s, (*nlreJi1s 
liim to let her knoAV what eircumstanees lu*, Avas in ; tells., 
him she Avas not iu any cajiacity to do anything eonsidoraljlc 
for him, but that he sliould be welcome to lier with all her 
heart; that sho Avas led a Avidow, with four ehiidjen, bnl 
kept a litth^ shoj) in the Minories, by Avhieh shi‘ imuhi shift 
to maintain her fiiuiily ; and that she had sent.«hijn five 
pounds, lest, he should AAaut money, in a slj*aiige country, to" 
bring: him home. 

1 could see tluj I(*lter brought tears^out of Ids (y(*s, as ho 
read it; and iiyl('ed,Vhen he slioAved it me, and the iitlJe 
bill fl»r five pounds, u] Kill an English merchant in Venice, it 
brought, tears out oi'iny eyes too. » 

After Ave had biieii botJj affiVted sufficiently ’with the 
tenileniess and kindness of this l<.^Ver, hi*, turns to me.; says 
he, What shall I do for ihisjioor AA^omau ? 1 ]iuised aAvhilo; 

at last, sfiys J, 1 Avill tell you what you shall do fin* her : slic 
has sent you five jiduikIs, and slie lias font;' cliildri*!!, and 
herself, that is five : such a sum, frcun a poor woman m 
her circumstances, k as much us liA c thousand pounds is to 
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US : you shall send her a bill of exchangWor five thousand 
pounds English iu/)ney, ^ud bid her conceal her surprise at 
it till she hears from you again ; but bid her lt‘avc off‘ her 
shop, and gA and take a house somewhere in the country, 
not lar off from London, and stay thure, in a moderate 
iigur{‘, till she hears fi-om you again. 

Now, says William, I p<irceive by it that you have some 
thoughts of venturing into England. 

Inileed, William, said 1, you mistake me ; but it pre- 
sent Iv ocedrred to me tliat you should venture; for wliat 
have,^’oif done that on may not be seen there? Wh 
should 1 desiVe to k(,‘e.p you from your relations, purely tH 
keep me comjxiny ? ^ 

William k>ok(id v^'ry affectionately upon me : Nay, says 
he, wc have emi marked together so long, and come together 
so iiir, J am res(.>lved 1 will never ]>art with thee as long as 1 
live, go where thou wilt, or stay where thou wilt ; and as 
it)!* my sister, said William, I cannot se*nd her such a sum 
of money ; for whose is all this money we have ? It is most 
of it thine. 

No, William, said I, there is not a penny of it mine but 
. what is yours loo ; and I won’t have anything but an ecpial 
Ssbure with you ; and therefore you shall send it to her : if 
uot, 1 will send it. , 

Why, says William, it will make the poor woman dis- 
tracted^; she will be so surprised, she will go oigt of her wits. 
Well, sfiid I,. William, you may do it jaaidently : send her a 
1h11 backed of a hundred pomids, and bid her expecUmore 
ia a post or two, and tliat yoli will send her enough to live 
oa without keeping slioj) ; then send her more. 

Accordingly William sent her a veiy kind letter, with a 
hill upon a merchant in ].»ondon for a himdred and sixty 
l»ounds, and bid l^er comfort herself with the hope that he 
should be able in a little time to send her more. About ten 
^ys after, he sent her another bill of five hundred and forty 
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pounds ; find n or two after, another for three hnndrod 
])OundsJ makin" in all a thousand pounds ; and told her he 
would send her sutfieient to (^inihle lier-'to leave off her 
shop, and direeted her to t.nke a house fis ahovt: 

He wailed then /ill he n^eeived an answer to all the three 
letters, witli an account lhat she liad ree(*jved tin* money, 
find, Avhieh I did not expect, th:it sln^ liad not lel any oilier 
ae((nainlime(* know that she had receiA'cd a sliillin*; froiri 
anvhody, or s<^ much as that In* Avas alive, and Avould not, 
till slie lieard ajrain. * , 

When he slioAved me this hotter, ^I'ell, Willififti, ^Jjid I, 
his Avonian is fit to be tnisled Avitli life or finylhing: sand 
.KT the rest ot‘tlj(‘ tiv(> thousjunl ])ounds; and I’ll AM*ntiireto 
England Avilli j'ou, to this AVoi»iairs house, A\ 4 henever you 
will. 

In a Avord, av(* s(*nt her fiA'c thousand fu»u]idsin good hills; 
and sin* n*e(*i\n*(l tln‘ni very ]nnn*tu.*illy, and in a lilth* thin 
sent her bi'other Avord, tluil slie had ]>ret(*nded to her uiicii* 
that slni Avas siekly, and c‘ould not carry on the tra(l(‘ anv 
hmger ; and jlial sin* liad taken a la rgt* house about, foiu' 
miles from Iniudon, nnder jiretenr'c ol' Jelling lodgings litr 
her livelihood ; and, iu hliort, ijitiinated as if sin* understc'O'l, 
that he infeiKl(*d to eoiiie over to lx* /y/ax/y/Z/o, fissui'ing liiuj 
he sliould })e as retii’ed as he ]d('as<'(l. 

This Avas <»]H*ning' ilie very dtior-l(»r us that av(^ thonghf 
had b(x*n eff^*ctuafly shut tl>r this lili; ; fiinl, in a AVyord, wv 
resolAn*xl to venture, hut ty^ keep nur^elyes entinJy coneealcfl, 
botlnas to name and v.wry otlier* ircninstanct* ; anil accord- 
ingly William sent Jiis sister Vord Iioav kindly ho look^b^’^ 
jinnhmt st(*ps, anil that she lia^l'guessefl right, tliat, he desirnl 
to be r(*tired, and tliat lie obliged lier not to increase la*’’ 
figure*, but Jive private., till sin* miglil jierliajis s(*<‘ him. 

n<i Avas gc)ing to s(*nd tin* letter aAvay.'' Cemie, 

Kfiid 1, you dian’t send her an empty letter ; tell her ye 
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})a.vc a friend coniiuj:^ with you, that must be as retired a.s 
yourself; and J’lhserid |ier live thousand pounds nlore. 

* So, in short, nve made tins poor woman’s family rich ; and 
y(*t, wlu‘i)1t came to tlie j)oint, my heart tailed me, and 1 
durst not venture ; and for William, he*woukI not stir with- 
out m(‘ ; and so we staycid about two years after this, con- 
siilerin<r what we should do. 

• Yi^n may tliiiik, p(*rha]>s, that I was very prodigal of my 
iII-Ln)tt(‘ii goods, thus to load a. stranger with my bounty, ami 
giA* a giTt like, a prince to om^ that had been able to merit 
ijolliing* ot'mc', or inileed know me; but my condition ought 
h) ].»e con,si?ler(‘(l in tliis cas(i : though 1 had money to pr<Sh^ 
fusion, yet 1 Avas jierfectly d(;stituteof a friend in the world, 
to havi' fl #. least obliLnitioii or assistance^ from, or knew not 
eillier wli(*re to disjjose or trust anything 1 liad while I 
li vod, or Avlioiii to giv(' it to if 1 died. As to the Avealth I had, 
^1 looked upon it as nothing; 1 resolvt‘il to set it a]>art to any 
Mii'li opjiortunily of t]<nng justice*, as Got! should put into iny 
hand ; and a miraculous oppiutuiiity 1 had afterwards oi‘ 
fi|)])lying Sf>me ])arts of it to preserve a ruiued family, whom 
I had ]»lumlc*re(i. 

WIn ii I had ndlected u])on the manner of my getting of 
Tt, 1 Avas sonieliiiu's Idr giving it all to charitable uses, as a 
drl)i duo to mankind, lliough 1 was no Roman Catholic, and 
not. at all of the o])inion that it Avouhl purchase me any 
n*pos(‘ tp my soul ; but J thought, as it* was .^ot by a general 
pluudor, ;ttid wliich I could make no St'itisfaction for, it Avas 
due to tlui eommuiiit}", «ad I ought to distribute it^for tin* 
gt‘neral good. But still 1 Av^as at a loss how, and where, and 
hy Avliom, to si‘tile t)iisch9idty, not daring to go home to my 
nwii country, lest sonic of my comrades, strolled home, 
sliould s(‘e and detect me, and, for the very spoil of my 
in(nicy, or the purchase of liis oaaui pardon, betray luid ex- 
pose me to iui untimely end. 

a 2 
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Being thus destitute, I say, of a friend, I pitcLcd thus* 
upon William’s sister ; the kind step of her’s,to her ])rothei*, 
whom she tliought to be in c^istress; signifying a generous 
mind, and a charitable disposition ; and, having lesolved to 
make her the objecli oi’ my first bounty, I did not doul)t but 
1 should purchase something of a refugt'. for myself, and a 
kind of a centre, to wliich 1 should tend in iny iuture 
actions ; for really a man that has a subsistenci*, aifd no 
residence, no place that has a magnetic influence u])on his 
affections, is in one of the most odd, uneasy conditumsinlihe 
world ; nor is it in the power of all his^uoncy to make it up 
to him. 

It was, as I told you, two y^ars and upwards that wc re- 
mained at Venice, and thereabout, in thr greatest hesitation 
imaginable, irresolute and unfixed to the last degree. Wil- 
liam’s sister importuned us daily to coiiie to England, and 
wondered we should not dare to trust her, whom we had 
such a degree obligcjd to be faithful ; and, in a maniicr, 
lamented her being suspected by us. 

At last I began to incline ; and 1 said to William, Como, 
brother William, said I (for, ever since our discourse at 
Balsora, I called him bi-other), if you will agree- to two or 
three things with me, I’ll go liome to England with all 
he^. 

Says Williamf Let me know what* they arc. 

Why, first, i^ys I* you shall not disclose yourself to any 
of your relations in England but your sister, no, not to one- 
^ Secondly, We will not shave off our moustaches or beards, 
(for we had all along worn our beards after the Grecijtfi 
manner), nor leave off our long ^Vests, that we may pass for 
Grecians and foreigners. 

Thirdly, That we shall never speak English in public 
before anybody, your sister excepted. / 

Fourthly, That we will always live together, and for 
brothers. 
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William said he would agree to them all with all his 
heart; but that .4he njkt. peaking English would be. the* 
hardest; but He would do his bi‘st for that too ; so, in a 
word, we agreed to go from Venice to Naples, where we 
converted a largo sum of money intc^ bales of silk, left a 
large sum in a merchant’s hands at Venice, and another 
considera])k* sum at Naidcs, and took bills of exchange for a 
preat d(‘al too ; and yet Ave came Avifh such a cargo to 
J^ondon as f(‘\v Amienian merchants had done for some 
;^for we loaded in tw'o shij)s seventy-three bales of 
thrown siljv, beside.^ thirteen l)ales of vrroiight silks, from 
‘tlie duchy of Milan, shipped at (lenoa; Avilh all Avhich I 
arrived siifely, and some ^ime afrer married my faithful 
.]irot<‘etf(‘ri?;, W i II ij^^jn’s sister, AAulh Avhom I am much more 
Itajijy than 1 deseiwc?. 

And noAV, having so plainly told 3 ’ou that I am come to 
l/iigland, after 1 have so boldly oAviied what life I have led 
ahrciad, it is time to leaA'c off and say no more lor the^ 
I»r<‘sent, lest some shoidd be Avilling to inquire too nicely 
afler your old friend the Captain. 
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Seeino my life liashoen ancli a clicqncr-wo]’k of nature, and 
t!iat I am able now to look back npoii it from a salcr dis- 
tance -tlian is onlinarily the fiitc of llie clan to which 1 onco 
belonged ; I think my histcay may find a place in lh(^ world, 
as well as some, which 1 see are (*v (‘ly day read WMth ])loa- 
sure, though they have in them nothing so diverting or in- 
structing as T l)elieve mine will appear to be. ' 

My original may be* as liigh as anybody’s f()r anght T 
know, for my mother kept very good comj)any, but that, pai t, 
belongs to her story mor(^, tlian to niirit^ ; all I know of it is 
<by oral traditioji. IVly nurse told me my mother a 
gentlewoman, that my father was a man of qnalit}^*, an.d she 
(rliy nurj^j) liad a good piece of mon(^ given her to take na? 

* off his hands. 

My father, it seems, gave my nvrse something more than 
w'as agreed for, at my mother’s request, ujion her solemn 
promise that she would use me well, and let^me be jnit to 
sebool ; and charged her, that if I lived to coFie to any big- 
ness, capable to understand the meaning of it, she should 
always take care to bid me remember that I was a gentle- 
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man. And tliis, lie said, was all the education he would desire 

of her for me: for he did not douhl, he said, but that some 
• * ' * . * 

'tiJiie or otlier -tlih very hint would inspire me with thoughts 
suitabk*. fo my birth, and that I would certainly act like a 
gentleman, if] believed mys(ilf to be so. 

My nurse was as hoiusst to the engjigcmicnt she had entered 
into as could be ex])ccted from one of her employment, and 
• paf licularly as honest, as her cireum stances would give her 
leave to b(* ; 1‘or she ])red nui up veiy an*efully with her 
tWn soil, and with another boy like me, whom she had taken 
Uiion*lhe same terins. 

My name was Ji»lm, as she told me, but neither she or I 
kiK'w anything of a surname that belonged tc me; so I was 
left tcrc:*!! myse.y’Mr. Anything, what 1 .pleased, as fortune 
and b(‘tler circiiinstances should give occasion. 

It ha.{)pened that, her own son (fur she had a little boy of 
Jier own, alKmt oiui year older than 1) was called John too ; 
.and aliout two ^ ears after she took another boy to keep^ 
slie did me, and liis name 'ivas John too. 

As we wore all Johns we >vere all Jacks, and soon came 
to be called so ; for at tliat part of tlie tf)wn where we had 
our biM'ediiig, viz., neai* (-Joodnian’s-fields, the Johns are 
gtaierall^ called Jack ; but my nurse, who may be allow-ed 
to distinguish her own son a little fi*uni the r(*st, would have 
him called ca])tain,.be(‘ause forsooth he was tin; ekk^t. 

• r.was provoked at liaving this boy called captain, and I 
cried, and told my mirs(» lAvonld be called eaptadn ; for file 
told me i was a ge.nileman, and I would be a captain, ^liat 
I would : the good WHifnaii, to keep iluj peace, fold me, aj’, 
ay, I was a ginitleiiuui, and therefore I should be above a 
captain, for 1 sJiould be a eoloncJ, and that was a great deal 
better than a cajitain. 

Well, 1 ^as huslied indeed with tliis for the present, but 
not thoroughly pleasi^d, till a little Avhilc after I heard her 
tell her own bby that I was a gentleman, and therefore he^ 

K 4 
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irniRt call me colonel ; at wlncli her boy fell a-ciympj, and he 
wmild be called colonel. That pari pleased me to the life, 
that he should ciy to be called colr»nel,’ for then T was* 
satisfied that it was above a* captain: so universfilly is 
ambition seated in the minds of men, that not a bi'ggar- 
boy but has his share/of it. 

So here was Coloncd Jack, and Captain Jack ; as for the 
third boy, he was called Major Jack. 

Major Jack was a merry, facetions, pleasant boy, had a 
good share of wit, esj^ecially ofi-haml wit, as tluy Vail it* 
was full of jests and good humour, and, I often sai6, hivl 
something of a gentleman in him. 

As for your humble servant. Colonel Jack, he was a poor 
unhappy tractable, dog, willing i*lu>u£rh, ari^d ca])abie too, to 
learn anything, if he had had any but llu^ devil lor liis 
schoolmaster : he ,s(*t out into the world so early, that when 
he began to do evil, he understood iiolhiiig of the wickedness 
if it, nor what he had to expect for it. 

I was wary and *dext(‘rous at iny trade*, and was not so 
often catched as my fellow rogues, I mean while 1 was a 
boy, and never after 1 came to be a man, no, not once for 
twenty-six y(*ars, being so old in the trade, and still un- 
hanged, as you shall hear. 

I was almost ten years old, the captain eleven^ and the 
major aliout eight, when the good woTpan my inirs(* died. 
Her husband was a* seaman, and had bei*n drowned a little 
Iwfore in .the Glfiucester Irigate, one of the king\s shi])s 
which was cast away going to Scotla^j^d with the Duke of 
l^'ork, in thV time of King Charles Tl., and the honest woman 
dying very poor, the parish was obliged to buiy lier ; when 
the three young Jacks attended *tier corpse, and I ihe 
colonel (for we all passed for her own children) was chief 
mourner, the captain, who w^as the eldest sonj^^going back 
very sick. 

^ The good woman being dead, we, the three Jacks, were 
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' tnmod loose to tlie world. As to the parish providing for 
iis, we did not ^roiihk^ * ourselves much about That; we* 
rainl)l(‘d about all thi-ee together, and the people in Kosc- 
mary-lane and IJatclift”, and that Avay, knowing us pretty 
well, we got victuals easily enough,* and without much 
begging. 

Thus we all made shift, though we wore so little, to keep 
from starving ; and as lor lodging, we lay in the summer- 
■ time about the watch-houses, and on bulkheads, and shop- 
*. doofs, ^wluTo Ave were known; <as for a bed, we knew 
nofhing Av^jat belonged to it for many years after my nurse 
(lied ; and in winter avc; got into the ash-holes, and nealing- 
arches in the glass-house*, i'all(*d DalloAv’s (ilass-house, in 
Jh)S(‘mary-lane, ojiat another glass-house in Katcliff-high- 
way. 

In this manner Ave lived for some years ; and here we 
* liiiled not to liill among a gang of naked, ragged rogiu*s lik^ 
( urselves, Avicked as tlu^y Avell could be at so early an age, 
and ripe for all the other parts of luischi^hat suited them 
as they adA’^aiiecnl in years. 

Cai)tain Jack in this time fell into bad company, and 
^went aAv;!y from us, and it Avas a good Avhile before av(* ever 
luw’d tale,or tidings of him, till about half a year, I think, 
or 1 hereabouts, I understood he Avas got among a gang of 
kiclnapp(‘rs, as they AVere then called, bei»ga sort of Avicked 
ielkrws. that used to spirit peo])le’s cfiildrej^ aAvay ; that is,^# 
snat(‘h them up in the dark, and, stoj)ping tlieir mouths, 
ca|jfy them to houses* Avliere they had rogues ,j*cady fb 
receive tlu'm, and so cany them on board ol* slii]>s bound • 
to Virginia, and sell theifw 

This AV£fs a trader that horrid Jack, for so I called him 
we w(*rb groAvm up, was very fit for, especially the 
violent part; for if a little child got into his clutches, he 
"Would stop the breath of it, instead of stopping its mouth, 
Jiud never troubled his head Avith the child’s being almost 
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. atraiigloJ, so he did Imt keep it from making a noise.' 
There was, it seems, s(»mo villarioiis thing, done by tliis 
gang about that time, whether child was m\irden;d among 
them, or a child ollierwise injui'cd ; but it seonis it was a 
child of an emineiife citizen, and the parent soineliow or 
other got a scent of the thing, so that they recovertid their 
child, tliough in a sad condition, and almost killed. I was 
too young, and it was too long ago, for me to remend)ef tlie 
whole story, but they were all taken up and sent tx^ 
gate, and Captain Jaek among the I’est, though h(^ was^lhit 
young, for he was not then much above thu’teeii years 
old. ‘ 

What pmiishment was inflicted upon the rogues of lliat 
gang I cannot tell now, but the ciiptaiy Ixhig ^)iit a lacl^ 
was ordercid to b(i tliree times soundly whi])t at Bi’idewell ; 
my lord mayor, or the recorder, telling him it was done in 

♦ ;fiity to him, to Ireej) him from the gallows, not Ibrgetting.to ^ 
tell liim that he had a hanging look, and bid him have a 
care on that ver^account; so r(^marka})le was the captain's 
courilenanex;, even so young, and which h(», lieard of afle.r- 
wards on many oce^isions. WJien he was m Bridewell I 
heard of his misfortunti, and the major and I wont to see 
him, for this was the first news we heard of wjiat became 
of hi^. 

The very day tsliat we went he was called out to bo cor- 
reeled, as they galled it, according to his sentence and as 
it was ordered to be done soundly, so indeed tiny Were true, 
tb the sautence ; for t?ic alderman,* who was tlu* prc!sifhnit 

* of Bridewell, and who I think* they called Sir William 
Turner, held ])reaching to liim »bout how young he was, 
and what i>ity it was such a youth .^sliould come to bo 
hanged, and a great deal more, how he should take warning 
by if,, and how wicked a thing it was, th»1k they should 
steal away poor innocent children, and the like ; and all 
this ’v^hile the man‘with a blue badge on lashed him most 
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uniHorcifully, for^he was not to leave off till Sir Willianj 
Jviiockecl with* a little iafnnier on the table. 

Tlie jx^or captain stanijx-d and danced, and roared out 
Jike a mad boy; and 1 must confess 1 was frighted almost 
to death ; for though I could not come near enough, b(;ing 
but a ])oor boy, to s(‘e how he was handled, yet I s;iw him 
aftty^wards, with his back all wc^aled wjth the*, lashes, and in 
several places bloody, and thouglit 1 should have died with 
the sight of it ; Imt I grew Ixitter actjuaiiited wdth those 
tliiiig^#afrerwards. 

*I did v<hat I coiild to comfort the poor captain, when I 
got h‘ave to come to him. But the worst was not over with 
him, i<)r he was to liave two more such^whipjrings before 

• they Iiad done Avfih him ; and indeed they scourgcid him so 
severely, tliat they made him vsick oi’ the kidnaj)))ing trade 
ior a great while; but he fell in among them again, and 
k(‘pt among tliem as long as that trade lasted, for it ceas^yl 
hi a few years aftei’wards. 

ffhe major and I, though V(‘ry jmung, had sensible im- 
pressions made upon us for some time by the severe usage 
of llie captain, and it miglit ])e very well said we were 
. (;orr(*et(xl as av(*I1 as In?, thougli not concerned in the crime ; 
hut if was within the year that the major, a good-condi- 
tioned easy boy, W’as wlieedled aw\ay by a coujde ol* .young 
rogues that frequent ed tlie glass-hopse ^ipartments, to take 
a Avatk with tliem, as they were pleas(*l to ci\ll it; tlj/l 
genthnnen Avere- very well matclnxl, the major w\‘is about 
twelvii year^i old, ana tin; oldest of the two that lod hinit)Ut 

* was not aboA^e foui-teeii^: tlie business Avas to go to Bariho- 
loiiK'W iair — w^as, in slimt, to ])ick pockets. 

Tlu‘ majoi* knew nothing of the trade, and tlicrefore was 
to do nothii^ ; but. they jiromised him a share for all that, 
as if he had bren as exp(?rt as themselves ; so aAvay they Aveiit. 
The two dexterous young rogues managed it so well, that 
by eight o’clock at night they camb back to our dusty , 
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quarters at tlie glass-Iiouse, and, sitfliig J^ljcni doAvn in a ’ 
corner, they began to share their sj)oil, by tlio light of the. 
glass-honsc fire. Tlie major Iwgged out the goods, for, as 
fast as they made any jmrchase, tliey unloadiMl tluanselves, 
and gave all to him, that, if they had been taken, nothing 
miglit he found alwut them. 

It was a lucky day to them, the devil certainly assisting 
them to find their prey, that lie might draw in a. young 
gamester, and encourage him to the undertaking, Avho had 
l)een made backward before by the misfortune ()f the 
caj)taiii. •• j • 

'J'he next day the major and his comrades wont abroad * 
again, and were still successful ;<rrK'r did any disaster attend 
them, for I know not hoAv many months;,* and, by ireejuent . 
imitation and direction, ]\Iajor Jack became as ditxterous a 
pickpock<*t as any of tluun, and w^ent on through a long 
y‘,,wiety of fortunes, too long to enter upon now, ]K‘eaiise -I 
am hastening to my own story, wdiich at prcjscmt is the main 
thing I Ijave to set down. 

The major failed not to let me sc^c every day the (^ffi'cts 
of his new prosperity, and was so bountiful as fr(*x[uently to 
tlirow njc a tester, sonu*tim(‘S a sliilling; and 1 might per- 
ceive that lie began to have clothes on his back, to, leave the 
asli-hgle, liaving gotten a society lodging (of which I may 
give an explanaticfn by itself on another occasion), and 
*^hich was more, iie took upon him to wear a shirt, which 
was what ncitlier he or I liad ventured to do for three years 
before, and upward. 

^ But I observed all this wdiilo, that tlioiigh IMajor Jack “ 
was so prosperous, and had thriv(M so well, and m^twith- 
staiiding he was very kind, and even gonerous to me, in 
giving me money upon many occasions, yet Jic never in- 
vited rne ioerilcr mysedf into the society, or t.o*enibark with 
him, whereby I might have been made as happy as he; no, 
nor did he recommend the employment to me at all. 
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Tlio subtle toiupter, never absent from his business, but 
ready at all occasions to encotirage his servants, removed 
•all these dilficukies, jihd brought me into an intimacy with 
one of the most exquisite? divers, or j)iekpockcts, in the 
town ; and this, our intimacy, was of no less a kind than 
that, as I had an inclination to be as 'Rricked as any of them, 
he was for taking care that 1 should not be disaj)pointed. 

He Avas above the little fellows who Avent about stealing 
trifles and baubles in BartholoineAV fiiir, and run tJic risk of 
being Aiobbed lor three or four shillings, llis aim Avas at 
things, even at no less than considerable sums of 
money, jAid lulls lor more. 

He solicited me earnestly to go and hike a walk Avith him 
as above, adding^ that aftA* he had sho'jrii me my trade a 
little, he would lt*t me be as Avicked as I would ; that is, as 
he expressed it, that after h(‘ had made me capable, I should 
set uj) lor myself, if I pleased, and lie would only wish me 
^ood luck. 

Accordingly, as Major Jack Avent Avith his gentleman, 
only to see the manger, and receive the purchase, and yet 
came in for a share ; so he told me, if he had success, I 
sliould.have my share as much as if I had been principal; 
and this he assun^d me was a custom of the trade, in order 
to encoilrage young beginners, and bring them into the 
trade with courage,^ for that nothing Avas to be duxe if a 
itvin. had not the heart of the lion. # * 

I hesitated at the matter a great wSilc, objecting the 
hazard, and telling ^the story of Caiitain Jack, my eWer 
brother, as I might callJiim. Weil, colonel, sayS he, I fm^ 
you arc faint-hearted, /md to be faint-hearted is indeed to 
be unfit for our trade, Tor nothing but a bold heart can go 
through stitch a? ith this work ; but, hoAvever, as there is 
nothing, fortyou to 'do, so there is no risk for you to run in 
these things the first time. If I am taken, says he, you 
Wing nothing to do in it, they Avill^lct you go free ; for it 
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shall easily he made a])pcar, that whatever I have done yon 
had no hand in it. 

Ui)on those persuasions I ventured'* out vritli him ; but I* 
soon found that my new fri(*nd Was a thief of <iuaL"ty, and a 
pickjM'eket above the ordinary rank, and that aimed hijrher 
abundantly than my t)rotl]er Jack. He Ava,s a biprger boy 
tlian 1 a p^r(‘at deal ; for tlioncrli I was now n(‘ar fiflc^en years 
old, I was not of my ap^e, and as to tlu* nature of Jhe. 
thin^r, I was perf(*ctly a strani^er to it. 1 kia'w indeed what 
at first 1 did not, for it was a "ood whil<‘ lu'ibre I undeiv 
stood tJie tiling as an odenee. I looked on picking jrx'kfits 
as a trade;, and thought I was lo go ap]>rentiee todt. It is 
true, this was when 1 Avas young in the society, as Avell as 
younger in years, Jmt ('ven n(»w S understood it in be only 
a thing for which, if Ave W(;n» catched, Avt* run tin* risk of 
being ducked or pumped, Avhich Ave call soaking, and tlien 
all Avas over; and Ave, juade nothing of having our mgs 
47 f"!tted a little ; but 1 ii<*v(*r understood, till a great while 
after, that the crime A\\as cajiital, and that Ave might be sent* 
to N<;vvgate for it, till a great fallow, almost a man, oik* of 
our society, Avas hang(*d for it; and then 1 was terribly 
frighted, as you sliall hear by and by. 

Well, upon the persuasirms of this lad, J Avalk(*d ont with 
him; a i)oor innocent boy, and (as I r(*memb(*r 'iny Au;ry 
thougkt.s perfectly Avell) 1 had no evil in my iiitentinns; I 
had never stolen aifything in my lile; and if a goldsjnith 
hid left me in hif< shop, with liea])s of mcjiiey strewed all 
round me, and bade me look aft(*r it, I should not have 
touelu‘d itf 1 was so honest ; but U*e subtle teinjiter baited 
his hook fi)r mt*, as 1 was a child, iy a mann(*r suitable to 
my childishness, fiir 1 ikwct took llfis ])icking of pock(*ts to 
be dishonesty, but, as 1 liave siiid aiiove, *1 kjoked on it as 
a kind of trade that I Avas to be breil up to, and^H) I.eutered 
upon it, tilll iK'canie lianh*rK‘d in it b(*yond Ifhe power of 
retreating ; and thus I was made a thief* iiivolunturily, and 
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wont on a length that few hoys do, without comuig to the 
coiiinion period of tliat kind of life — 1 mean to tlic transport- 
► ship, or to the gallowji. ’ 

The first day 1 wcnit aliroad with niy new instructor, he 
carried me directly into tlic cit\', and as we Avent lirst to the 
Avater side*, he led me into the lon,t»-room at the custom- 
house; Ave Aver(^ but a couple of ragged boys at best, but 1 
Av;*s much the Averse; my leader laid a hat on, a shirt, 
and a neckcloth ; as for me, I had neither of the three, nor 
jiad l^]>oiled my manners s(» nimdi as to have a hat on my 
lR‘a(k since^ my nurse dic‘(i, which Avas noAV some y(‘ars. Ilis 
orders me AveTt‘ to ket‘]» always in siglit, and near liini, 
hut not cl()S(* to him, nor to tak<‘ any notice of him at any 
time till lu; came to ine;»and if any linrlybiirly ha))])ened, 

I shoul(\ by no\neanskuow hhii, or pretend to have any- 
thing to do Avith liim. 

I ol)S(‘i-v(‘d my orders to a little. Whil(‘, he peer(‘d info 
’ ev(*ry coi iier, and had his (*ye ii])on (‘vc'rybody, 1 ki^jjtm^ 

* ey(' diiH'ctlv upon him, but Avent always at a distance, and on 
the other side of the long-room, looking as it Avere for pins, 
and ])icking them iij) out of' the dust as 1 eould find them, 
and then sti(*king them on niy sl<‘eve, Avhere I had at last 
got. t(*rtv or lifty good ]>ins; hut still my eye AA^as U])Ou my 
eomradi*, Avho, I obscM’ved, Avas Au*rv busy among tlie croAvds 
ol'j)e(>)ile that sloud at the board, doing busim^ss with the 
oilicers Avho j)ass flie entries, and mal'ji* the eoctjuels, 

At length h(* comes over to me, and stry»|)ingas if he Avo’ild 
lake up a ]>in'elos(‘ t<» m(% he ])Ut something info iny hand, 
and said, Tut thatbp,^nnd fidloAV me doAvn stajrs <|ui*^k]y ; 
he did not run, but slmflicd along a])ae(* tlirougli tlie ctoaW, 
and went down, not tin* great stairs Avliieli Ave came in at, 
but a little narrfjAV stairca.^e at the otlier end of the loug- 
Toom.^ 1 f^)lIowM‘(I, and he found I did, and so Avent on, not 
stop])ing l^'loAV as 1 ex]K’eted, nor s])eaking one Avord to in(!, 
till through iiiimmei'able narrow passajj eys, and dark 
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ways, we were got up into Fencliurch-stroot, and tliroTiigli 
Billitcr-laiie into Leadenhall-street, and li*om thence into 
Lcadenhali-markot. # 

It was not a meat market-day so we had room tq.sit down 
upon one of the butcher\s stalls, and lie hid me lug out. 
What hti had given me. was a little leather letter-ca-s(‘, w’ith a 
French almanac stuck in the inside of it, and a grcjat many 
papers in it of several kinds. ^ 

We looked them over, and found there was sev('ral valu- 
able bills in it, such as bills of exchange*, and otluT,. notes, 
things I did not understand; but among the rest was agold- 
sinith’s note, as he called it, of one Sir ^Lephen lif^ans, lof 
300/., payable to the bearer, and at demand; besides this, 
there was another note for 12/. 10c., being a goldsmiilfsbill 
too, but I forget the name; there was a i)ill or two also 
written in French, which neither of us understood, but wliich 
it seems were things of value, being called foreign bills ac- 
ca^^ed. 

The rogue, my master, knew wdiat belonged to the gold- 
smith’s bills well enough, and I observed, when he read the 
bill of Sir Stephen, he said, this is too big for me to meddle 
with ; but when he came to the bill 12/. lO^., he said to me, 
This will do, come hither, Jack ; so away he runs to Lom- 
bard-street, and 1 after him, huddling the other j)a]>crs into 
the letter-case. As he w’^ent along, he inquired the name 
out immediately, and went directly to the shop, jmt on a 
g6fld grave countenance, and had the money paid him with- 
out any stop or question asked. I stood on the otlicr side 
the Aray lorJiing about the street, ap not at all concerned 
with anybody that way, but observed, that when he pre- 
sented the bill,'^ he pulled out the letter-case, as if he had 
been a merchant’s boy, acquainted with business, and had 
other bills about him. 

They paid him the money in gold, and he ftiade haste 
enough in telling it over, and came away, passing by me, 



THE LIFE OF COLONEL JACK. 


257 


rmd into Tliree-King-court, on iJio other si(l(* of the 
u'fiy ; then wo cj-ossed back into Cleirient’s-lanc, 'made the’ 
be.'-t of our way lo Coh? -harbour, at the water-side, and got 
a sculler for a penny to carry ns over the water to St. Maiy- 
Ovei’s staii-s, Avliere wo land(‘d, and w^ere siifc enough. 

nore he turns to me ; Colonel Jack, says he, I believe 
you an*, a lucky boy, this is a good job ; we’ll go away to 
SL Ceorge’s Fields aiul share our booty. A^vay we went to 
the Fi(‘lds, and sitfmg down in the grass, far enough out of 
tli(* j^atlf, he pnll<.‘d out the money. Look lu're, Jack, says 
3 "on c*V(‘r tlui like before in ^"our life ? No, luiver, 
•says I. and added very innocently, must weluiveifcall ? We 
liave it ! sjiys be, who should have it? Wliy, says I, must 
ih(‘ man l^ive ju^ye of it again that lost it ? He have it 
'again, says Ik*, A^^lat d’ye mean by tliat ? Nay, I don’t 
]ou>'\\, says I ; why you Sifid just now you would let him 
lh(‘ t’otluT bill again ; that you said was too bigforyoi^. ^ 
^Ilc laughed at me. You are but a little boy, says lie, 
that’s true, but T lliouglit you had not be(‘n sneh a child 
ncitiKn* ; so he mighty gravely exjJained the tiling to me 
thus ; that tin; bill of Sir Stejdnm Evans was a gr(‘at bill I'or 
oOO/., ayd if I, says he, that am bnt a poor lad, should 
•Vi iitnre to go for the money, tln*y will j)resenlly say, how 
sliould 1 come by such a biU, and that 1 laa’tainly ioimd it 
or sto!(‘ it. ; so they stop me, says lie^ Jind take it avVUy 
froiy' me, and it may bring me into A^oubljjf l)>r it too; so, 
says lu‘, I did say it was too big lor me to inediJh; fvdth, and 
IliiU 1 would let file luijn liave it again, if 1 could t^ell ho\B; 
J>ut for the money, Jack,* the money that wi* have got, I 
warrant you lu^ sliould liave none of that; besides, says he, 
whoever he lx* that has lost this lettiT-i;ase, to be sure, ai? 
{iiooTi as he missed it, he would run to tlie goldsmith and give 
notice, that iJ^ any body came (or the money they would be 
»U)])|)im 1 ; but f am too old for him there, says he. 

Wliy, says I, and what will you do with the bill ; w ill yoi 

S • 
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throw it awny ? if you do, soinehody else will find it, says . 
1, and they will go and take the i^ioney : No, no, «iys he, 
then Ihey will })e stopped and examined, as T tell you 1* 
should be. I did not know well what all this meant, so I 
talked no more abopt that ; but we iell to handling tlie 
money. As for me, I had ruwer setni so much t(^g('th(T in 
all my life, nor did I know what in the world to doAvith it, 
and once or twice I was going to bid him keej) it for'im‘,- 
which Avould haA^e b<*(*n done like a child ind(‘ed. for, to })e 
sure, T had mwer hca.]‘d a Avord more of it, though' not hi]1g 
had befallen him. , 

However, as I haj^pened to liold my tongue'as to that, 
pari, 1 h* shared the mon<*y A^ery hoiu'stly Avlth me ; only at 
the end, he told ine, tliat though it Avas^nie he* ])roniis(>d 
me lialf, yet as it A\'as the finst time, and f laid dom* n('lhing’ 
but l(U)k on, so h(» tliought it AA’^as A’^ery Avell if 1 took a little 
less than lie did; so he divided tlu* mtany, Avliieh Avas , 
12/. into two exact parts, viz., (>/. o.s*. in each ])a] ( ; ihc'ti 
he took 1/, bs, from my part, and told me I should give 
him that for hansel. Well, says 1, take it then, for I think 
you deserve it all : so, hoAvever, I took up tlie rest ; and 
wdiat shall F do with tliis now, sjjys I, f()r 1 have no.Avhei’eto 
put it ? Why, hiiAx^ you no j>oekets ? siiys he. Y(‘s, says 1, * 
but they arc full of holes. I have* often thought sinc(‘ that, 
and with some iijirth too, hoAV I liad really more AV(*alth 
♦.than I kneAv Avliyt to do Avith, for lodging I had none, jior 
^any box or draAver to hide my monc*y in, nor had I any 
2 )c:*ket, but mich as I wiy Avas full ofihol(*s; 1 knew nolKidy 
• in tlie Avorld that I could go and /^esire tlnm to lay it uj) foi\ 
me; for being a poor naked, ragged boy, they Avould 
jiresently say I had roblxd somebody, and pc'rhaps lay hold 
of m(‘, and my money A\wdd be my crime, as they say it 
often is in foreign countries; and now, as J AVfis full of 
wealth, bfbold 1 Avas full of aire, for what to do to sernre 
my moruy I could tell ; and this held me so long, and 
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so v(‘Natioiis1o me the next cluy, tliat I truly dowii 
iind cried. , • • 

Nolliin" eofild be more ])^u'i)1exing than this money Avas to 
nu‘ all tliiit night. 1 carried it in iny hand a good Avhile, 
jor it was in gold, all but 14s. ; and that is to say, it was in 
(oiir guineas, and that 14s. Avas more* difficult to carry than 
th(‘ foiu* guineas; at last I sat down, and pulhid off one of 
T.\y^sho(‘s, and put tlie four guineas into that.; but after 1 had 
crone a Avdu*l(‘, my shoe liiirt me so T could not go, so 1 Avas 
Dnn to sit down again, and Like it out of my slioc, and carry 
it .01 jny hand ; thc-wi J f()und a dirty limai rag in the street, 
‘and 1 tool< that up, and Avraj)t it all together, and carried it 
in that a good Avay. I tiav^* often since* heard people, say, 
wlu*n thry ha\a' been talking of momy, tfiat they could not 
* j:ct ill, I Avi.^h 1 laid it iu a fend clout : in truth, 1 had mine 
in a lonl clout ; for it Avas foul, aceordingto ilie letU‘r of that 
> saving, Imt it S(*iwed me till I came* to a. conv(‘uii‘nt ])]a(i|>^. 
:uid then I sat doAvn and Avashed tlie cloth iu the kennel, and 
S{» then put my money in again. 

Well, 1 carried it home Avilh me to my lodging in the 
glass-house, and Avhen I AV<*nt to go to sleep, I kneAV not 
what to«do Avith it; if 1 had letany of the Idack eroAv I Avas 
'Avilh knoAV of it, I slaudd haAx* be<*n siriotliered in tin* ashes 
f;>r it, or robbed or it, or some trick or oth(‘r i>ut iipop nie 
iorit; vso I kneAV Avhat to do, but Jay Avitli it iu my 
liund,*;ind my hand iu my bosom, bu^ thcutslcei) Avent fron\ 
my eyes; O, the weight, of human care! 1, a j)oor be‘ggar- 
hoy, e'oulel not sleep stf soon as I had but a little liioiuy To 
►ke‘cp, who be*fe)re that could have sle[)t upon a heap o( 
hrick-bats, stenies, or cifj^lers, or anywvhere, as semiul as a 
rich man does on Ijis doAvn b(*d, and sounder too. 

Every now and then dre)pping iusleep, 1 she>iild dream that 
my ineuK'y lost, and start like one' friglited; (he‘ii, finding 
it fast in my band, try toge>to sleep again, but cemld iu)t fe>r 
a long Avliile ; llien dre^p and start again. At last a^ fancy 
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came into my liead lliat if I fell asleep I should dream of the 
money, and talk of it in my sleep, and telltlvit I liad money ; 
which if 1 should do, and one of the rogues should hear me, * 
they would pick it out of my bosom, and of my hand too, 
without waking me y- and after tliat thought F could not 
sleep a wink more ; so that 1 passed that night over in care 
and anxiety (mough ; andtliis, J may sjifely siiy, was the first 
night’s rest that I lost by the cares of this life, and Yhe • 
deceitfulu(‘ss of riches. 

As soon as it was day, I got out of the Iiole we** lay iif, 
and raiiiTiled abroad in the fields towards StejwK^y, aud 
lliere I mused and considered wliat I should doSvith tliir^ 
money, and many a time I wisjied that I had not had it, 
for, after all my** ruminating upon it, and what* course I 
sliould take with it, or where I shoidd put it, I could not 
hit u])on any one thing, or any possible method to secure ib 
^i;^d it perplexed me so, that at last, as I said just now, 1 
sat down and cried heartily. 

Wlum my crying was over, the cas(^ w«as the Siime ; I had 
the money still, and "vvliat to <lo witli it I could not tell. At 
List it caiiu^ into iiiy head tliat I would look out i()i‘ some 
hole in a tree, and see to liide it there till I sliould kave oc- 
ea.sion foi- it. Big with this discovery, as 1 then thought 
it, I began to look about me. for a tree ; but there were no 
trees in tlie fields ^ibont Stepney or Mile-end that looked 
••fit for my puq:w).^e ; and if there were any tliat I began to 
look narrowly at, the fields were so full of jn^ople that 
tlA y wovld see if I went to hide ^anything there, and 1 
‘^thouglit tlici jieojile eyed me, as itSvere, and that two men,, 
ill ])articular followed me to see wjfat I intended to do. 

Tliis drove me farther off, and I cro.sscd the road at 
Mile-eiul, and in the middle of the town went down a lam- 
that goes away t<) the Blind Beggar’s at BethnaJ^grcitJii; when 
1 caim; a little way in the lane, i fimnd a footpafli over the 
f elds, ahd in those delds several trees for my turn, as 1 
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tlioiiglit; at hist, one tree had a. little hole in it, pretty high 
ontol* iny reach, and* I climbiid up the tree to get it, and 
^vlKiii T ^eaine there, I iny hand in, and found, (as 1 
tlionght) a place v<‘ry fit, so 1 placed niy treasure there, and 
■vvas mighty 'well sjitisfied with it; b^t, Ixdiold, putting my 
hand in again to lay it inore eommodif)Usly, as 1 thought, 
of a sudden it slipped away from me, and I found the tree* 
was hollow, and my little pircel was fallen in (piite out of 
iny reach, and how fir it might go in 1 knew not ; so that, 
in,a. 'yoi'd, my moiiey*^ was <juite gone, irrecoverahly lost ; 
there Coujd Ik* no'lroom so mueli as to liope ewer to sc‘e it 
again, for ’twas a vast, great trcMi. 

As young as 1 was, I wj^is now stmsihle^what a fool I was 
before,* tliat 1 coiVd not. think of ways to keep my money, 
hnt 1 must come thus ilir to throw it into a hole avIuto 1 
'^•oiild not reach it. W<*11, I thrust my hand quite up to my 
^ IboAv, hut no bottom Avas to Ix' lonnd, or any end of » 
h(»le or c/ivity got a stick of the tre<% and thrust it in a 
LU’eat way, but all AVtts one; then I cried, nay, roared out, 

I Avas in suc’li a pission ; tlnm 1 got doAAUi the* tr<*e again, 
Then up again, and thrust in my hand again till 1 scr.atelu'd 
^ 7iiy ariA and mad<* it bleed, and cried all tlie AAdiile most 
A’iolenlly; then I began to think I had not so mucli as a 
halfpenny of it left fin* *;t half})eiuiy roll, and I A\ais liimgry. 
and tlien 1 crie<l again ; then I eame^ aA\hiy in despair, dy- 
ing aiid roaring like a little hoy that had heen whipped 
then.! Avent hack again to the tree, and up thti trei^ 
and thus I did severaf tiipcs, • 

• Tin* last time I had gotten \vp the trei*. I happened t( 
<‘ome> doAvn not on the same side that I Avont up and came 
down before, but ♦m tlu*. otln-r side of LIk^ tri'e, and on the 
otlier side of the hank also; and, behold, the tree had a 
great open place in the side of it olosi^ to the ground, as 
^dd hollow trees ofVen have ; and looking into the open place, 
to my inexpressible joy, then' lay my money and m^ lim^n 

s .3 
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rng, all wrapped up jnst as 1 had put it into the hole ; for 
the tree being holIoAv all the way ii]> ihert^ had been sonie^ 
moss or liglit shiflT (Avhich I hail not judgment (;nough to 
know), was not finii, and laid given Avay when it came to 
drop out of my hand/* and so it had slipped ipiite down at 
onc(‘. 

I was but a child, and I rejoiced like a child, fiji* I 
hollo’d quite out aloud when I saw it ; tluMil j’un to it, and 
snatched it u]), hugged and kissed the dirty rag a huTidri‘d 
limes; then danced and jumped about, run from oni;,eii(] of 
tlK‘ fi(‘Jd to the other, and, in short, 1 knV*w not wliat, muMi 
h‘ss do T know now what J did, though 1 shall never forgi^t 
tin* thing, (‘ither what a sinking; grief it. was to my heart, 
when 1 thought I liad lost it, or what a l?V.)od of joy over- . 
wliehniMl me when T had got it again. 

Whih* 1 was in tin* first transport of my joy, as 1 Iiavc 
»s^id, 1 mn .about, and knew not what. I did ; but when that 
was over 1 sat down, o])ened tlie foul cloutf tin* money Avas 
in, l<i•f)k<‘d at it, told it, found it Avas all there, and then 1 
iell a-crying as savoiirly as T did before, Avhen 1 Ihoughl J 
had lf)st it. 

It Avould tin* the reader should I dwell on all the; litlh;.. 
boyish tjicks that I jdayed in the ecstaey of my joy and 
‘»'aHsJJicti()n, AAdien I had Jiamd my money ; so I ])reak off 
h(?r(*. Jf)y is as extravagant as grief, and sinc.t* I have. bi*(‘n 

man 1 have oii-en thought, that had such a thing beliillen 
a man, .so tc) linve lost all he liad, and I'ot have a bit of br<‘ad 
t<t eat, a.i d then so strangely ti; ^nd*'it again, after having 
■giA^en it so elTectually over, — I sa^, had it been so with a." 
man, it might have hazarded his using some violence upon 
hiins(*lf. f 

Well, I came. aAvay Avith my money, and, havhig taken 
sixj)(*nc(‘ ont of it, before I made it up agafn, 1 Avent to a 
ehandlor’s sho]) in Mile-(*nd, and bought a lialfjienny 
roll and a halljienn/ worth of cheese, and sat down at the 
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I boiiglif. it, and ea< it vcny heartily, and l^cgged 
Kline l)f;er ti» drink ykh it, whicli tlie goucl '\v*oinan gave 
in<* very freely. • , 

Away I went tlieii for the town, to see if I conld find 
any oi* iny companions, and resolv(‘(\l would tiy jio more 
Juillow li*(‘es for my treasiin*. As 1 came along White-^ 
<‘]jaj>el 1 came hy a broker’s shop, over against the church, 

■ M'hcn* th<*y sold t)ld ckithes, for 1 had nothing on but the 
worsl of i-ags ; so I slc^ijiped at ibe shop, and stood lookijig 
at iho clothes Avhich liung at the dooj*. 

• ■Well, ^'oiing grntleman, si»ys a man tlnifc stood at llie 
door, yon look Avishfiilly; do you st‘e anything you like*, 
and Avill jour ]incl<et coipjiass a good coat now, ibr y<iu 
look ;fs it* you ]%elongi*d to the ragged regiment ? I was 
alfronti'd at the felloAV. What’s that to you, s«iys 1, how 
ragg(‘d J am ? If I liad seen anything 1 lik(‘d, 1 have, 
jiiomy to pay ibr it ] l)ut J can go wliere 1 shan’t be hutl^ed^ 
at I'or looking. 

AVliiUi J stiid Ihus, ])retty boldly to tin* fellow, ccinies a 
woman out. What ails you, sriys she to the man, to bully 
away our eustom(M*s so ? A poor boy’s money is as good as 
niy loi’ri mayors; ii’ jxair people did not buy old elotbes, 
wlial Would beco’ue of our business? and then tuniirm to 
me, etmu* hitlier, child, siiys sin*, if thou hasi a mijid to 
anything I liave, yo^i shan’t be hectoreckby liim; tin* boy h 
a ])i’eJty boy, I assure y(»u, says sbe,*to aij^tlier AVomaii th;^ 
Avas by ‘this time eonie to lier. Ay, says the t’other, so he 
is, a. vej-y A\U‘ll-loe)king e’hild, if he Avas clean anel w^*!! elres'Sed. 
and may be as good a g(*nlleman’s son Ibr anything Ait 
know, as any of those^jhat are Aveill dresse*d. Ceinu*, my 
d(‘ar, siiys she, IcJI mt* ''vkai is it you Avould liaA^e ? She 
l)lease‘d me mightily to liear her talk of my being a gemtle- 
man’s son, it brought former things to my mind; bu 
Avhen she talked of my being not clean, ainl in rags, then j 
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She prcRsofl me to toll her if 1 paw an 3 ^thi]ify that T 
wanted ; T told her no, all the cIoIIh?!^ I sfiAV there \v(*re too 
big lor mo. Como, eliikl, pays f^he, I liavo two things here* 
that will fit you, and I am sure you want them both*; that is, 
first, a little hat, and /here, siiys she (tossing it to I’ll 
givi‘ y(ni that for nothing ; and hero is a good warui pair of 
brocohes ; I daresay, sjiys slio, they will fit you, and tlioy 
are wvy tight and good ; and, says she, if you shonM (wor* 
come to have so much money that you don’t know what to 
do with it, here are excellent good j)ookets, says slie,^an(J a 
little fob to put your gold in, or y^oui* watch in, wlieii j'mi 
get it. 

It struck me with a strange., kind of joy that I sliould 
have a jdace to put my money in, and iiejkl not go lo hide 
it again in a hollow tree ; tliat I was ready to snatch th(^ 
breeches out of her hands, and wondered that I shoidd bo 
a fool nev^-T to think of buying iiu* a pair ol* breeches 
before, that I might have ai)Ocket to put my momy in, and 
not cany it about two days together in my liand, and in 
my shoe, and I knew not lu»w ; so, in a word, I gavc^ lu^r 
two shillings for the breeches, and went over into the 
churchyard, and put them on, put my morny into hiy nvw 
pockc^ts, and was as pleased as a j)rim‘e is will* his coacli 
and six horses. I thanked the good woman too ihr the Ijal, 
and* told her I would come again wJieu I got more money, 
l^nd buy some otk^ir things I wanted; and so I came iiwfiy- 

I went now up and down just as T did bidbro ; I had 
mcfijey indeed in my pocket, but 1 Ifet iH>l)ody know it, I 
Vent of errands checrfiilly as before, and acc(^j)ted of what * 
anyd)ody gave me, witli as much tytnkfulness as ever; tin? 
only difference that I made with myself, jvas, that if 1 was 
hungry, and nfdiody employed me, or gave me anything to 
eat, J did not lieg from door to door, as J did* at lirst, but 
went to a boiling-house, and got a mess of broth and a 
l)icce of* bread, pric<t a halfpenny; very seldom any meal, 



THE LIFE COLONEL JACK. 


265 


or if T treated myHelf, it wasahalfpoTiTiywortli of elieose ; all 
^vhicll expense did not amount to above twopc'nci* or thr(*e- 
'peiice a week*; tor, contraijr lo the nsa^e of the rest of the 
trib(', I \vas extremely iriigal, and I liad not disj)osed of 
any of the guineas whicli 1 liad at^lirst ; neither, ind(‘ed, 
could 1 tell what a guinea was made of, or what it was 
worth. 

•\her this we had a great many other suec('ssful enter- 
j>rises, some* of one kind, some of another,* and w(;re never 
so mnc^i as in danger of being appndiended ; but my com- 
jumiou Will, whojvvas now grown a man, and encouraged 
by theses advantages, fell into quite another vein of wieked- 
ni;ss, g<itti)ig acquaijited with a wr(‘tched gang of fellows 
tliat liinj(‘d thei^i hands to (‘veiylhing tha*l- was vile. 

Will was a lusty strong fellow, and withal v(;ry bold and 
daring, would light anybody, and venture u])f>n anything, 
and I found he began to be a])ove the mean i*ank of a poeu’ 
4 ncki)ocket, so I senv him but seldom; liowever, once 
coming to me in a very iriendly manner, and asking me 
liow I went on, 1 told him that 1 used the old trade! still, 
that 1 had had two or three good jobs ; oiu! with a young 
woma», whose pocket I had picked of eleven guineas ; and 
another, a countrywoman, just come out of a stage-coach, 
seeing her ]mll out her bag to pay tlie coacbman; and that 
J followed lier till I got an o])ponunity, and slipped ii! out 
so i^'atly, that though there was*J^/. 1^7*'. in it, yet slv^ 
n(‘ver Iblt it go. And sev(‘nil other jobs 1 toldliim of, l!y 
winch J madt! j^retty go()d purchase. T ahvays siiid^’ou 
wore a lucky l)oy, Colonel Jack, stiyshe; but, come, yc^i 
are gnuvn almost a nn«n now, and you shall not be always 
at play at push-pin; J am got into better busin(‘ss, I assure 
you, and you shall come into it too. I’ll bring you into a 
brave gAngf^Iack, sfiys he, where you shall see wc shall be 
all gen tl (‘men. 

I’hen he told me the trade itself in short, which was 
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with a set of fellows, that had two of the most desperate 
works upow their hands that belonged to the; whole art of 
thieving ; that is to siiy, in the evening they Were footpads, 
and in the night they Aveni housebreakers. Will told me 
so many plausible stoi;ies, and talked of such gi'eat things, 
that, ill sliort, 1, Avho had been always used to do anything 
he bid me do, Avent Avith liim Avithont any lu^sitation. 

Nothing is more certam, than that hitherto, being partly* 
from tlie. gi’oss ignorama* f)f my nntanght (‘hildliood, as I 
ot)served before, jiartly from tlie hardness and AviekelliK'ss of 
the eomjiany 1 ki*pt, and add to these, ih^it it Avas the busi- 
ness I might be said to be In-onglil np to, I had,* I say, all 
the Avay hitlierto, no manner of thoiights about the good or 
(‘vil of A\djat I AV'as*(‘m}>arkod in ; <;oiis(‘<pu*it^ly I had nx> s(‘nse 
of conscience, no reproachi‘s n]>(»n my mi ml lor having done 
amiss. 

Yet I had something in nn*, by Avhat secret influence T 
kncAV not, ke])t ne* from tbe oth(‘r d(‘g7‘(*(‘s of raking and Auee, 
and, in short, from the gmua'a! Avieke(lm‘ss of the rest of my 
comiiauions; for (‘xample, I never used any ill Avords, nolnxly 
ever heard me SAvear, nor Avas I given to drink, or to Ioa-^i* 
strong drink; and I cannot omit a eireiimstanci^ that, very 
mueli serA^ed to jirevent it. I had a strange original notion, 
as I liaAX* mentioned in its j)Jac(^, of my being a gentleman; 
and stwc'i’al things l^ad casually }ia])]U‘]jfe‘d in niy Avay to in- 
p,rease this fancy pf miiie. It hapj»ened one day, that })eMig 
in the glass-housci yard, between hosemary-lane andlhitcliif- 
higliAvay, there came a man dn^ssed *f'ery av(*1I, and Avith a. 
^oach attending him, and he came (as 1 supposi*) toliuy glass 
b^)ttles, or some other goods, aslhey^fiold ; and in bargaining 
for his goods, he SAVore most liorrible oaths at vvery tAVo OJ* 
three Avtirds. At hngth the masttu* of tlie ghiss-housi^, an 
ancient grave* g(*ntlc*man, took ihe. lilxTty to p\:prr)ve him, 
Avhieh at first made him SAvear th(‘ Avoi'se; after aAvliili*, the 
geiitlcina-n Avas a little calmer, but still he SAVore very much, 
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ihoTigli not so Lad as at first. Afior sonic time, tlic niaster 
jul* the gl^s-hoi(se tiirjicd from him, — litially, sir, says the 
good old gentleman, you swear so, aijd take God’s iiauie in 
\niii so, that 1 caimot liear to stay with you ; 1 would rather 
you would l(‘t my goods alone, and ^o sonu‘where (*lse ; 1 
hope y()U won't take it ill, hut I don't desire to deal with 
aiiyj) 0 (ly that <loes so; I am afraid my glass-house should 
fall on yoni* head Avhile you stay in it. 

Tlie genlleinan grew good-humoured at the reproof, and 
sayl, '^Vi‘11, come, don't go away, 1 wnm’ t swa;ar any more, 
kTj-s 1i(', iT I can heij) it ; for I own, siiys he, I should not 
do it. 

AVith that the old geiitl'iuian look(‘d u]> at him, and, re- 
tiirnlng^ fJeally, ^ir, says he, ’tis a ])ity yi>u, that seem to be 
a liiu* gentleman, well hix'd, and good-humoured, should ac- 
enM(»m yourself to suc-li a hateful praeti(ic; wdiy, ’tis not like 
a gentleman to sAvear, 'tis had enough for my hlaek wn defies 
^hat Avork tluTe at the furnace, or lor these* ragged, naked, 
l»1aekguard h<»ys, pointing at me and some others of the 
dirty ereAV" that Jay in the ashes; 'tis l)ad(‘nough for them, 
says he, and tiny ought to ])e corrected for it too; hut. for 
a jiianVf hreeding, sir, says he, a gentleman, it ought to he 
IcMiktHl upon as helow llieni ; genljeiiieii know better, and 
ai'e laiiglit better, and it is jdaiii y<mkrioAV belter. 

I heard all this, •and it made the, lAlood run chill in my 
v<*‘ins, Avhen he said sAveiu-ing Avas* onlyitit lr»j* such as Aje 
wen?. ‘In short, it made as great an impression niion me as 
it dill upon the gent k'fiian ; mid yet betook it very Jdndly^too, 
and lha.nki*d the old geutl(*man for his advice. But frofli 
lliat time forAvard, 1 ueV'^* inclination to 

ing or ill Avords, ^iiid ahliorred it when 1 heard the other 
hoys do it. 

But, lo §4# hack wh(?r(' I left off. Will came to me, as I 
have said, and telling me how much better business he Avas 
fallen into, Avould have me go along -willi him, and 1 should 
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be a gentleman. Will, it seems, undcrslood that word in a 
quitch diflR^rent manner from me * Jor Jiis geiitlj^man was 
nothing more or li'ss than a ge^ith'man thief, a villain of a 
higher degree than a pickpocket, and oru* that miglit do 
something more Avicked, and better entitling him to t)ie 
gallows, than could be done in ourAvay; Init ]ny g(*ntlenian 
that I had my ('ye Ti|)on, was another thing quite, though 1 
could not really tell how to describe, it eitlier. 

lloAvever, the Avord to(»k witli me, and I AV(MitAvith him. 
We AAmre neither of us old; Will Avas about twcaity-f^nr, 
and as Ibr me I aa’us now about eightc'eif, and pJ'etty tall^of 
my age.^ 

The first time T Avent A\dth him, he brought me into tlie 
com])any only of lAAm more young hdloAVS.* We iftet at th(‘ 
lower part of Gi*ay\s-Tiin-]ano, about, an lumr b(‘lor(* siinsc't, 
and AV('nt out into tlu' fields toward a pla(‘e called Pindar <»!' 
Wakefu'ld, Avii^Tc* a, re abundane(‘ of brick-kilns ; hen* it Avas 
agT’eed to spread from tin* lield-])ath to tlu* road-AA^ay, all tlaf 
way toAvards Pancras church, to obs('iwe any chance game, 
as they calk’d it,, AAdiich tiny might shoot flying. llpc)n the 
path, Avithin the bank, on tlie side of lh(‘ road, going toAvards 
Kentish-loAAm, two ol’our gang, Will, and one of tht* other, 
met a single gentleman, Avalking apace toAvards t,h(‘ toAvn ; 
being aliiKJSt dark, Will eri(‘d, Mark, ho! AAdiich, it 
s(‘efns, Avas the Avord atAvhicli Ave avctcViH to stand still at a. 
fjistance, come, in^ if he AAmnted lu’lp, ariTl give*, a signal* if 
anything appeared that Avas dangeroii.^. 

Will stj'ps up to the gentUanan, sfo])s him, and jnu- tln^ 
(Juestion ; that is, Sir, yonr mc'jiey ? The gcmlkanan 
sg|png he Avas alone, struck at him j^fith liis cane, Init Will, 
a nimble, strong felloAV, flew in upon him,, and, Avith strug- 
gling, got him d(*wn ; tlnm lie beggc’d for Jii« life, Will having 
t(.ld him Avifh an oath that he would cut his tlr.'oat!’ In that 
inoinent, Avhile this Avas doing, c(nnes a hackney -coiich along 
the road,* and tlnj fbnrtli man, who w^as that Avay, cries, 
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]\fark, lio ! wliicli was to intimate that it was a prizo, not 
ii siir])rise ; andiiccorcliugly the next man went to assist 
him, wlu'ii th^iy 'stopped the c(»aeh, which had a doctor of 
physic arfd a snrgi‘on in it, who had been to visit some 
e(»Jisi(leral)le patient, and, I siipjiose, Ijad considerable lees; 
lor lu‘r(* th(iy got two good jairses, one with eleven or twelve 
guineas, tlie otlier six, with soim* j)ocket inoiu^y, two w^atches, 
oii(**(lianiond ring, and tint surgeon's plaster-box, which was 
most of it full of silver instruments. 

* Whjlf' they Avere at lliis wa>rk, Will kejit tlie man down 
who AVJis und(T hiiy ; and tliongh he promised not to kill 
diim, iinlefis In^ ollered to make a iiois(', yet he would not 
let liiin stir till lie heard tln‘ noise ol‘ tlu^ coach going on 
again, by Avliich \k' kiKW the job \vas oter on that side. 

’ Tla n lie carried Inni a little ont of the w^ay, lied his hands 
Ixhind him, and bid him lie still and make no noise, and he 
would eonie liaek in half an hour and untie him, upon his 
lyord ; but il* he cried out, lu‘ would come back and lull 
him. 

The jioor man promised to lie still and make no noise, 
and did so ; and had not abt>ve lLs\ {\(L in his poekt^t, which 
AVlll to<i»k, and came back to tlie ri'st ; but wdiile they were 
'togetlier, I, who was on the side of the Pindar of Wakefield, 
crieil MaA, ho ! too. 

AVhat I saw was a, eou]Je of poor woitjjl'U, one a kiiiH (.tt a 
iiiu*se-j and the other a maid-servant ^ing lor Kentish-tow'ii^ 
As AVilbknew that I wa^ but young at the work; he eanii? 
living to nu‘, ami seeing how easy a bargain it was, he sjiid, 
,(h), Colonol, lall to Avork. • 1 went up to them, and speak* 
ing to the elderly AV(«nan, .Nurse, siiid I, don't be 
such liaste, I w^ant tosijeuk Avith yon; at Avhich they both 
stoppl'd, and looked a Iiltli‘ frighted. Doti t be frighted, 
swei'lheart, i to the maid ; a little ol* that money in 
the bottom of your pocket Avill make all easy, and 1 aauII do 
you no harm. By this time Will came up to us, .for they 
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did not sc(^ him before ; then they l)egan to scTeam out. 
Hold ! Fviys 1, mak(» no noise, uiilt‘ss you Jiave a mind 
to force iis 1o murder you ^vhether we will ot* no ; giv(i nie* 
your money presently, and make no words, and We shan’t 
liurt you. Uj)on tl^M the poor maid pulled out 5.*?. (k/. 
and the old woman a guinea and a shilling, crying heartily 
for her moiuy, and s«‘iid it was all slie had leJt in the Avorld. 
Well, w(* took it for all that, thongli it nuide my very heart’ 
bleed to sec* what agony the poor woman was in at parting 
with it, and 1 asked lu*r wIktc she lived : slu* said heuname 
was Smitli, and she lived at Kenlish-town : 1 said nothing 
to her, ]>ut bid them go on about ihidr business, a?id J gav(^ 
Will the money ; so in a few nyimtes W(* were all together 
again: siiys one' of tlie other rogues, C#ine, tl^s is veil 
enough for one road, if s time to he gone. So wi* jogged 
away, crossing the fitdds, out of the path towards Totten- 
ham-court ; But hold ! says Will, I must go and untie 
the man. So he W(‘nt to the place, but the man Avas g(Mie; 
either he had untied himself, or somebody had passed by, 
and he had called for help, and so Avas untied, for lie. could 
not find liim norimike him hear, though he ventured to call 
twice tor him aloud. 

So AA'c parted lor that time; but T resolved Avith myself 
that I Avould nevcT be (-(mcerned Avith liiin that Avay any 
mofe.* The trutli i^, they Avere such a-dreadful gang, such 
imrrid barbarous ^Aullaifis, that even tJiat little Avhili* tbat 1 
was among them, my very blood ran cold in my veins at 
whfit I h(*ard, i)articularly the co,ntim^•d raving ajid cursing 
^ne another, and themselves, at eveay word tliey sj)ol<e ; 
and then the horrid resolutiojis murder, and cutting 
throats, Avhich I perceived Avas in their minds ujKm any 
occasion that should pr(*sent. 

Tavo days after this, Will came to my lodgi^ft ; for I had 
now got a room by myself, had bought me tolerable good 
dollies and some shirts, and began to look like other iblks. 
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But, ns it liapponc‘(], I was abroad upon tlu* scout in another 
way ; ti>r, tliquj^i I was not hardened enough for* so black a 
Villain as Will would *havy liad ino be, yet 1 had not ar- 
rivt'd to itny principle suflicieiit to ke(^p me fi'om a life, in 
its (legri'c Avicked enough, Avhicli lei^Jed to the ssmie de- 
struction, ihough not. in s(* Anolent and precij)itant degrees. 

I ha.d his luessiige delivm'ed to me, Avhich was to meet him 
ilie*]n‘xt evening at such a place, and, as J came in time 
enough to go, 1 Avent to the place, but resolved^ beforehand 
tliaf 1 Afould not. gt) any inorc‘ Avith linn among the gang, 
Jlow ever, to my great sjitislaction, 1 missed liim, lor he 
■ did not (r<?nie at all to tin* plaei*, but met Avith the gang at 
am.lhcj* plaee, tliey having scnit l<>r liiin in haste upon the 
ii<»tiee *)f amie b<.' 4 )ty ; and so they Avent All aAvay togetlier. 
Ibis was a suiinnoiis, it seems, from i>ne of the cj*eatures 
Avliieli th(‘y had abroad in a family, where an opportunity 
uficred them lo commit a not<>rious rubbi^rj’', doAvn ahnost 
a^s far as Il(»unsIow’, and where they Avounded a gentleman’s 
gard(‘iiei* so, tligt 1 think he died, and robl)ed the house of 
a very eonsidiTable sum of money and plati*. 

This, hoAvever, Avas not so clean can ied, nor did tiny get 
in St) ea«iy, but by the resistance they met Avdth, tin* neigh- 
bours Avere all alarmed, and the gentlemen rogues Averc 
])iusued, and being loadi*n Avith tbe booty, one of^theiu 
Ava< talvcri. Will, a /lexterous fellow, aii^l head of the gang, 
made* his escape, and though in hi?v clotjies, Avilh a greajji 
wciclit about him, of both money and plate, plunged into 
the Thames, ami sAvawi ovpr Avhere iheii! Avas nq path, •or 
.road, leading to tlu‘ riv<1‘; so that nobody susjieeted aiijf 
one’s going that Avay. *4^eing got over, he made his Avay 
A\et as lie Avas, inlo some Avoods adjactmt, and, as he told me 
afterwards, not far* from Cherlsiy, and stayed lurking about 
in th(^ woodit^yr fivld's tbereabout, till his elotlies Avere dry ; 
tluMi, in the night, got dowm to Kingston, and so to Mort- 
laki\ Avliere he got a boat to London. 
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Ho- knew not tliat one of liis comrades was taken ; only • 
Ke knew t^iat tiny w<‘re all so closely pu*i;su(*d that they 
were oLliged to dis])ej‘se, and every c5ne to shift for himself" 
He hapyxmed to come home in tlu^ evening, as ^ood luck 
then directed him, ji£st after search had keen inadci Jor 
him by the conslabies; his companion, who was taken, hav- 
ing, upon yn-omisc of favour, and of wiving him fri>m thci 
gallows, discovered his companions, and Will among ’the- 
rest, as tlu* pi*incij>al party in the whole undertaking. 

At the end of loiu* da^'s 1 heard, by great accich.*nt, thdt 
Will, wlio used to be seen with mi‘, apd who calFeil *pe 
brother, w'as taken, and would be hanged, and *1 wanted- 
very much to go and s(‘(* him, and accordingly did sc». 

1 found him in* a sad cmidition, loatlen jvith huivy ii*ons, 
and had himself no })i ()s])ect or ho])C of Cvscaj )iiig ; he told 
me he should <lie, but bid me be easy ; for, as it would do 
him no good to accuse im*, who never was out with any of 
them but that once, so I might dey)end upon it lu‘ w'ould 
not bring me into the trouble ; as for the rogue wdio had 
betrayed them all, he was not able to hurt me, for I Jiiight 
be satisfied he had nevi‘r si*(‘n me in his life ; but, (^)loiicl 
Jack, says he, I v/ill tell you who was with us, and. tliat is, 
your brother the ca]>tain, and the villain has ce rtainly ' 
named him; and, therelbre, says he, if you can* give him 
tiiifely notice of it, ^do, that he may make his escay»e. 

lie said a gi’cat many things te» warn me of following Uie 
Steps lie jUad Je-d me. I was far out, Jack, said h(if when 1 
toll/ youJ^CK’be a notorieuis thief w^at to live like a geihtlc- 
luan. IJe chi(‘Hy disc(»vered Iiis fconcia-n that they hail, as „ 
he feared, killed the gentleman’s ^ty'dener, and that he in 
particular had givi*n him a wound m the neck, of which he 
was afraid lie would die. * 

II(i had a great sum of money in goh^^about him, 
and -lie had concealed it so well, that those wdio took him 
had nut luund it, and he gave me the greatest part of it to 
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carry to bis motlier, wliicb I very honestly delivered, and 
came away with a lieavy heart: nor did I ever see liiiu 
•since, for he was cx(»efit(id^in about three weeks’ time after, 
being cdfidenmed that very nt^xt sessions. 

I laid notliing to do now but to i^nd the captain, who, 
though not witliout some trouble, I iCt last got news of, and 
told him tlie wliole stoiy. 'I'lieii he told me he had a 
iniTid to ily into Scotland, which Avas easy to be done, and 
asked me if I would go with him. 1 told him 1 wamldwdtli 
all iny^ JuNirt, if I had mon(*y enough to bear tlic charge. 

liaTl ihe trade i^till in Ins tyes by his answ(T ; I w'arrant 
• you, says*h(*, we W'ill make* the journey pay our cha?’ge. I 
<lan‘ not think oi' going any more upon ihe adventure, says 
1 ; beside*!, it* meet with any mislbrtune, out of our 
knowh‘dg(^, we shall n(‘ver get out of it, W'e shall he undone. 
Nay, says he, we shall find no mejcy here, if they ean 
cateh us, and they can do no worse; alamd; I am J(>r 
venturing at. all invents. 

W<‘1], ])ut, (;a])taiu, says 1, have you husbanded your time 
so ill that you have jk) money to su|)ply you in sueh a tinu* 
as this ? 1 have veiy little indeed, said he, lor 1 have had 

])ad lueJv lat(‘ly. 

However, he owiu'd he liad about 221. in money, and 
something that W'ouid yield money; 1 snpi)os(; it wasj»lat(*; 
but he would not tell me what it w^as, (yc wdicre it w^as, 
Jio-sjikI Ik; durst not go to fetch it, !<>!* 1k‘ should be betraycjj^ 
and seiz-ed, so he w’ould vt*iituj-e without it ; sure^g^ys he, 
>ve shall come back a^ain spnu; time or other. 

. I honestly ])roduced all tli(‘ money Iliad, wdiich was Kir. 
and some odd shillings Nowr, sjiys 1, if we Jire good hus- 
bands, and travel ti'Ugafly, this will cany ns quite out ol‘ 
danger ; for we had hotli betni assured that when we came out 
cf England, •ji^e should be both safe, and nobody could hurt 
ns, though th(‘y had known us ; but w^e neither of us tho\ight 
h* w^as so many wxary steps to Scotland us we found it. 

T 
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‘ I speak of myself as in the same circumstances of danger 
with brother Jack ; but it was only tJiufe : I was in as 
much f(‘ar as he, but not in quite as niuch danger. 

I cannot omit, that, in the iiitci*val of these things, I 
took a walk all aloqt. into the fields, in order to go 
to Kentish'town, and do justice to the j)oor old nurse; it 
happ<'Tied that before I was aware, 1 ci’ossed a field that came 
to the veiy spot where I robbed tin* poor old Avoinan and the- 
maid, or where, 1 should say. Will made me rob them. My 
heart liad re])roached me many a time* with thaV cruel 
aclioii, and many a time I promised to lyy self that l*woijJ(i 
find a way to make her satisfiict ion, and restf)re h?r nioiiey, • 
and that day 1 had set a])art for ^the woik : but was a little 
surprised that 1 was so sudd(‘nly u]H)n theiuuhapjtiy spot. 

The place brought to rny mind tlu* villany 1 had com- 
mitted there, and something struck me with -a kind of wish, 

1 cannot say prayer, for 1 knew not what that meant, that 1 
might leave off that cursed trade, and said to inyselT, Oj 
that I had some trade to live by ; I Wf>uld never rob no 
inort!, for sure ’tis a wicked, aborninabh* thing. 

Hero indeed J felt the loss of what just par(*nts d4>, and 
ought to do, by all th(*ir childr(*n : I mean, being*bred to 
some trade* or employment ; and 1 we])t many limes, that I ’ 
knew not what to do, or what to turn my hand to, though I 
resolved to leave olj* the wicked course* •! was in. 

« But, to returp to ?ny journey: T asked my wjjy -to 
iv on tish- town, and it happened to be of a jioor woman that 
sai6. she Jived there; ujKm which ifJelligemro 1 asked if 
Atie knew a woman that lived 'there whose name was 
Smith ? She answered, Yes, very well, that she was not a 
settled inhabitant, only a lodger in the town, but that slie 
was an honest, poor, industrious woman, and, by lier labour 
and pains, maintained a discaRc»d husband, had been 

unal'ih; to belp liimself sonu* years. 

Wliat* a villain have 1 been, said I to myself, that I 
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.KlioiJd rob Kucli a poor woman as this, and add grief and 
tears to her miscrry, and .to the sorrows ol‘h(*r house ! This 
rpiiekened Tny*resoliiti(1n to restore her money, and not only 
s(», but I it*solved I wotdd give licr something over and above 
]u*r loss. So 1 went forward, and the direction I had 
r('('eivi‘d, found lier lodging witlt very little Iroulde ; then 
asking for the woman, she came to the door immediately, 
tor ■she Ijeard nu; ask idr her by her name of a little girl 
that eamc* tirst to the iloor. • 1 ])res(»ntly spoke to her: 
ITioiie, t^aid I, was not you robbed about a yeiir ago, as you 
• \\;^s coining home l^-om London, about Pindar of Wakefield I 
es, ind(‘1*d, 1 was, says she, and sadly fi*ight(*d into the, 
bargain. And how much did vou lose ? said 1. Indeed, 
says she, Llost al^the money I had in tlie \vorld; I am sure 
’ I \\in*ked hard for it, it was money idr ke(‘ping a nurse- 
cliild lliat I liad tin'll, and 1 had b(>en at- London to receivi* 

. it. Put how mueli was it, dame ? siiid 1. Why, says she, 
\i wjis 22s‘. ; 2 U‘. 1 had been to fetch, and the olid 

money was my own before. 

Well, look yon, good %voman, Avliat will you say if I 
slif»iild j)Ut. you ill a way to gel your money again; for 1 
i)<‘lieve»llie lellow that took it is last enougl) now, and per- 
*ha])s I ma^" do j oii u kindiu'ss in it, and idr tliat I came U) 
see 3 ou. O dear ! saj s the old woman, 1 understand you, 

‘ hut indeed I cannot swear to the man\‘^ liioe again ; tdf it 
was dark, and lu^side, 1 would not *!iang jlie ])Oor wretcl: 
tdr my 'money ; let liim live and repent. That is very 
kimf, says 1, more than hy deserves from you but. ^oi; 

• iHH'd not be concerned al>out tliat, for he will be lianged 
wlietlu*!' you a])[>ear against him or not ; but are you willing 
to have your money again that you lost ? Tes, indeed, 
«iiys the, woman, I* sliould be glad of that, idr 1 liave not 
U-en so iuupj^piit to it for money a great -while as 1 am 
now ; I have mueh ado to find us lireud to lat, though 1 
Work liard early and late; aud with that she cried. 
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I tliouglit it would liave broken my very heart, to think, 
bow tills j)oor creature worked, and was ‘.a slave at near 
threescore, .and that 1, a young fellow of liardly tAveiity; 
should I’ob lier of her bread to support my idlV;n(\ss and 
wicked life, and the tvars came from iny eyes in spite of all 
my struggling to prev(‘ntit, and the woman perceived it too. 
Poor woman, said I, ’tis a sad thing such creatures as these 
slioiild plunder and strij) sucli a poor object as thou art!* 
Well, he is at leisure now to repent it, 1 assure j cm. I 
perceive, sir, says she, you are very compassionate Midecd*; 

I wisli he may improve tlui time God hi^s spared hifn, ?ijid * 
that he may repent, and I pray God give him iVpentimee 
whoever he is, I forgive him, wliether he can make me n*- 
eompense or not,® and I pray God forgive^Jiini : i won’t do 
liim any prejudice, not 1. And with \hat she went on ’ 
praying for me. 

Well, dame, come hither to me, s*ws I ; and witli tliat 1 . 
put my hand into my pocket, and sh(* came to me. Hold up 
yonr hand, sjiid I ; wliich she did, and I told her nine liJilJ- 
crowns into her hand. There, dame, said I, isyour 22.s‘, Gd. 
you lost ; 1 assure you, dame, sjiid I, I havii been the chief 
instrument to get it of him for you ; for, ever since, he told 
me the story of it among tlie rest of his wicked exjiloifs, 1 “ 
never gave him any rest till 1 made liira ja'oniisc me to 
mate you restituti(jn. All the wliile I ]j(‘ld her liand and 
f)ut the money iijfo it, i looked in lier iiicc', and I peroehuHl 
Her colouf come and go, and that she was undi‘r tlie greatest 
sui^irisc of joy imaginable. « 

♦ Well, (Sod bless him, siiys slic* and spare him from the,^ 
disaster he is afraid of, if it be his will ; for sure, this is an 
act of so much justice', and so honest, that I never expected 
the like. She run on a great while so, and W(»j)t for him, 
when I told her I doubted there was no luonj^ 4o expect his 
life.* Well, says she, then pray God give him repen tanct*, 
and bring him to heaven, ibr sure he must have something 
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lliat is good at t]ic bottom ; lie has a principle of honesty at 
Jxittom to be liQA^eVer he may have been brought into 
bad couBst^s, by bad company or evil example, or other 
temptations; but I. dare say he will be brought to rcpeiit- 
imce one time or other before lie dies* 

All this touched me nearer tlian slie imagined; for I was 
,tlu;man that ’she pray(‘d for all this while, though she did 
not know it, and in my hciirt I said amen to it; for I was 
seiisibh; that I had done one of the vilest actions in the 
wo^kl,»in attacking a poor ci-eature in sueJi a condition, and 
not listening to lief entreaties, wlum she begged so heartily 
for that little money we took from her. 

In a word the ^ood wointin so moved with her chari- 

• table', prayers, thiX, 1 jiut my hand in my pocket again for 
Ikt; Dame, Siiid I, you are so charitable in your petitions 
tor this miserable creature, that it j)uts me in mind of oiU‘ 
thing more wliicli I will do for him, whether he ordered tne 
dr not ; and that is, to ask your forgiveness for the thief in 
robbing you; for it w'as an offenci', and a trespass against 
}oii, as well as an injury to you, and therefore I ask your 
]>ardon^for liim ; will you sincerity and heartily forgive 

• him, dame? 1 do desire of you; and with that I stood up, 

and, withuny hat olf, asked lier pardon. O ! Wr, says she, 
do not stand uj), and with your hat off to me ! 1 aji a 

poor .woman, I forgive him, and tli.1t were with him; 
for there W'as one or more with him; T ibrgive tJiem witlf 
all my heart, and I pmy God to forgive them. ^ 

Well, dame, then, said»r,*to make you some rifeompcnsg 
*for your charity, therv- is somelhing for you more than your 
loss ; and wdth that I gate her a crown more. 

Then I asked her who that was who was robbed with 
her ? yi^e ^lid it was a servant-maid that lived then in 
the town, bulfshis was gone from her place, and she did not 
know where she lived now. Well, dame, says I, if ever 
you do hear of her, let lier leave wmrd where shcjaiay be 
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found ; and if I live to conic and see you again, I will get 
the money of liirii for her too : 1 think tlwit/was but little, 
was it ? No, says she, it was but 5 a\ 6f7., which •! knew as 
well as she. Well, j^ays T, dame, inejuire htjr out if you 
have an opportunity.* So she promised me she ivoukl, auJ 
away I came. 

We sc*.t out from London and went fonvard to Edinburgh. 
All the way thith(‘r we went through no consid(‘rab]e town, 
and it was but very coarse travelling tor us, wjio were 
strangens; for wc met ivith waters wdiich wer^o wiy,, 
dangerous to pass, by reason of hast}' rains, ;it a ])lflce 
called Lauderdale, and where iny ca[)tain was really in 
danger of droivipng ; but he kad a proverb in his tavour, 
and he got out of the water, though with diihculty enough, not. 
lieing born to be drowned, as I shall obs(*rv(‘ athnwards in \\a 
])laee. We were oddly saluted at Edinburgh, th(‘ next, (hy 
af^^r we came thither ; my ca])tain having a desire to ivalk and 
look about him, asked me if 1 would go and s(‘e the town ? “I 
told him yes; so we went out, and coming through a gate 
that they call the Nether-bow, into the great IIigh-stri‘et, 
which ivent up to the cross, wc were surprised to see it 
thronged with an infinite number of p(»ople. 

It was whih? ivc were looking, and ivondering at what we 
fvnjr here, that ive were surjirised with a sight which we 
little expected ; ol^servc^d the. people nmning on a such 
Ven, as tQ see sftme strange thing just coming along, and 
strange it Avas indeed ; for wc stiw twti men naked from ihe 
waist ujWi^ards, run by us as ’swill: as the wind, and wc 
imagined nothing but that it was two men running a race ' 
for some mighty wager. On a siwTden wo found two long 
small ropes or lines, which hung down at first, pull(‘d 
straight, and the two racers stopped and shH)d^ still, one 
close by the other. We could not imagfiie what tins 
meant, but the reader may judg(; at our surjirise when we 
found a^man follow after, who had the ends of both those 
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lines in Lis hands, and who, wlien he came up to. them, 
gave eacli of,them two Irightfiil Jaslies witli a wire wliip, br 
lush, wliicli he held in the other hand : and then the two 
])oor naked wretches run on again to the length oi* their 
line or tether, where ihey waitc‘d foj' the like salutation ; 
and in this manner tiny danccid tlie length of the whole 
street, which, is about half a mile. 

*Tliis was a dark pro.s])ect to my captain, and put him in 
mind, not only of what he was to expcujt if he made a slip 
in^theVay of his ])rolession in this place., but also ol* what 
la^ had suifered wlnni he was but a boy, at the lamous jJace 
called Bridewell, For my part 1 tried to get an honest 
living, but I was very unli>rtunate. 

We* rdnaiiieii here about a month, when, on a sudden, 
my captain was gone, and 1 knew nothing wliat was become 
oi’ him ; noi did 1 ever see or hear of him for eighU‘.en months 
alter, nor did he so much as hnive the least notice l‘or me, 
<ii|}ier whitlier he was gone, or whether he would return to 
Edinburgh again, or no. 

llis rami)le and adventures were many in that time; he 
\v(Mit to Glasgow, played some remarkable pranks there, 
cscapL*d almost miraculously fi-om the gallows, got over to 
Ireland, ^wandered about there, turned raparee, and did 
some villainous things there;, and escajK'd from Londonderry 
over to the Highlands in the north of j^cotland ; and itbout 
a* nvonth before 1 was left destituTe at J^eith, behold! n^y 
noble Captain Jack came in tliere, on board lh<?. ferry boat 
fj'om File, being, alfcer all adventures and successesji ad- 
vanced to the dignity o^ a foot soldier in a body of rccrifits 
raised in the nortli Jor^ie regiment of Douglas. 

xVfter my dit^ster, being reduced almost as lo^ as my 
captain, 1 found up better shift before me, at least for the 
]>resent,*tlfa« b) enter myself a soldier too; and thus we 
were ranked together, with each of us a musket ujwfn our 
shoulders, and, I confess, that thing did not sit so ill upon 
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me asJ thought at fii-st it would liavc done ; for though I 
fdred hard,* and lodged ill (for the last, especially, is the fate 
of poor soldiers in that part of the wcJrld), yet to me, that* 
had been used to fodge on the aslies in the glass-house, this 
was no great matter;,* I had a secret sfitisfaction at being 
now under no necessity of stealing, and living in fear of a 
prison, and of the lash of the hangman ; a thing which, from 
the time I saw it in Edinburgh, was so terrible to nuj, tliat * 
I could not think of it without hon-or ; and it w^as an inex- 
pressible ease to my mind, that I was now in a certa'iii wjiy 
of living, which W’as honest, and which l^could say was n»t 
unbecoming a gentleman. 

Whatever was my satisfliction in that part, yet other cir- 
cumstances did no*t e(iually concur to make^his lii'e suit me ; 
lor after we had been about six months in this figure, we 
were informed that the recruits were all to march for Eng- 
land, and to be shipped off* at Newcastle, or at Hull, to join 
the ^regiment, wliich was then in Flandei's. 

1 began to be very uneasy, and v(‘ry unwilling in my 
thoughts to go over a poor musqueieer into Flanders, to be 
knocked on the head at the tune of Gr/. a week. While 
I was daily musing on the circumstances of being sent; away, 
as above, and considering what to dc), my cajitain comes to 
me one evening ; Hark ye, Jack, sfiyshe, I must B])eak with 
you J let us take a w^ilk in the fields a -little out from the 
I li^mses. We werq. quartered at a place called l^irk-End, 
mfar the tofvn of Dunbar, about twenty milef^ from Ih'rwick- 
upon> Tweed, and about sixteen miles fiVim the river Tweed, 
tlA: nearest way. 

We walked together here, and tainted seriously upon the 
matter ; vhe captain told me how his case stx)od, and that he 
durst not march with the battalion into Newcastle ; that it 
he did he should be taken out of the ranks and*t/iecl for his 
life, ai.d that 1 knew as well as he : I could go privately to 
Newcastle,- says he, and go through the town well enough, 
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‘ hut to go publicly is to run into the jaws of destruction. 
Well, s.ays I, ihiit is very true ; but what will yoii do ? Do? 
"sfiyfi ht% think \ aiy so bound by honour, as a gentle- 

man soldier, that I will Ix^ hanged for them 7 No, no, says 
lie, I am resolved to be gone, and I i^jould have you go with 
us ; sjikl 1, What do you mean by us ? Wliy, here is another 
lionest f(*llow, an Englishman also, says he, that is resolved 
* 10 ’desert too, and he has been a long wdiile in the service, 
an<l s«ays he knows how w^e shall be used abroad, and he will 
no^go l(i Flanders, sjiys he, not he. 

•Why, says I, yrm wdll be shot to death foftleserters if you 
’ arc taken, and they wull send out scouts for you in tlie morn- 
ing all over the country, sf^ that you will certainly fall into 
their h'ands. Ai^for that, stiys he, my comrade is thorouglily 
ac(iiiainted wdtli the way, and he has undertaken to bring us 
to the l>aiiks of the Tweed Ixdbre they can come up with us, 
and wh<m w(‘ arc on the other side of the Tweed, they cg^n’t 
lake us up. 

And wlxen would you go aw’^ay ? says I. 

This minute, says he ; no time to be lost ; ’tis a fine moon- 
shiuing night. 

T luiV(' none of my baggage, says I ; let me go back and 
fetch my.lincn, and other things. 

Your linen is not much, I suppose, says he, and w^e shall 
easily get more in England the old Avayt 

*No, says I, no more of your old Avays ; it has been owiijg 
to t]u)S(»* ()ld AA’^ays that we are now in such a strait. 

Well, AV(*11, says Ift?, Jhe old ways arc bettcri than \his 
• staiving life of a gentleman, as Ave call it. 

lJut, sjiys I, ivQ haV(?»no money in our pockets; how shall 
Ave traved ? ^ 

I have a little, s^ys the captain ; enough to help us on to 
Newcastle, •aJid if’AA^e can g(?t none by the way, we will get 
t^ome collier sliip to take us in, and carry us to London b^ sea. 

I like that the best of all ihemeasm'cs you have^ laid yet, 
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said I ; and so I consented to go, and went off with him iin-‘ 
niefliately*. The ci inning rogue havii^g lodgf^.d hm comrade 
mile off under the hills, had dragged me by talking with him, 
hy little and litth*, that way, till just when I consented, he 
w^as in sight, and he* said. Look, there’s my comrade ! who 
I knew j)resently, having seen him among the m(;n. 

Being thus gotten under the hills, and a mile off the way, 
and the day just shut in, we kept on a])ace, resolving, if 
possible, to get out oftlie reach of our y)ursuers before they 
should miss us. or know anything of oui* being gt>ne, « 

We plied our time so well, and travel )ed so hai;d, that by 
five o'clock ill the morning we were at a little villiige, whose’ 
name I forget; but they told that we wcto within eight 
miles of the I’weed ; and that as soon as should be over 
the river, Ave Avere on English ground. 

We relresluid a little here, but marched (^n with but little 
stay ; hoAVOA^er, it Avas half an houi; past eight in the morn- 
ing before Ave reached the Tweed, so it Avas at least twelve 
miles, Avlien they told us it was but eight. Here Ave over- 
took tAvo more of tlu; same regiment, who had des(.*rted li*oin 
Haddington, Avhere another part of the recruits Averc 
quartered. 

Those Avere Scotchmen, and A^cry poor, having not one 
penny^in tlieir jiockets; and had no more when they made 
their escape but S.vrbetAveeii them ; and Avlicn they saAV us, 
yhoin they kncAvi to be of the same regiment, they took us 
to be pursuers, and tliat we came to lay hold of them ; upon 
which thay stood upon their defeijce, ‘'having the regiment 
swords on, as Ave had also, but none of the mounting or 
clothing ; for we were not to rec^'ivc the clothing till w 
came to the regiment in Flanders. , 

It was not long before we made them, understand that we 
Avere in the same circumstances with themselv^«, and so \v(* 
soon'bccame one company ; and after resting some time on 
the English side of the river (lor we were heartily tired, and 
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llie otli(TS were, as much fatigued as we were), — I say, after 
.resting awliilv, ive setjiforwards toAvards Newcasth;, wlifther 
we resolved to go to get our passagcj l>y sea to London ; for 
we had not money to hold us out any farther. 

Our money Avas ebbed very Ioav ; for, though I had one 
pi(*ec of gold in my pocket, which I kept reserved for tln^ 

, la^it extremity, yet it Avas but lialf-a-guinca, and my ca])tain 
liad bore all our charges as far as Ids money Avould go, so 
that wji(‘n AV(» came 1o NeAvcastle wt; had but sixpence left 
iu^allito help ou!*selves, and the two Scots had begged their 
way all glong the*i*oad. 

We contriAT'd to come into NeAVcastle in the dusk of the 
evening, and even then Avr durst not Aumt^re into the public 
])art of th(‘ toAvi, l)ut made down towards the river, some- 
thing below the toAvn, Avhere some glass-houses stand. Here 
Ave knew not Avhat. to do Avith otirselves ; but, guided by our 
fiit(‘, Ave ])ut a good fiice u])on tlie matter, and Avent intjp an 
'ale-house, sat doAvn, and called for a pint of bcicr. 

Hie house was kept by a AA'omau only, that is to say, we 
saw no other ; and, as she appeared very frank, and entcr- 
laiii(‘(l us cheerfully, we at last told oiu* condition, and asked 
Ikt if she could not lielp us to some kind master of a collier, 
that AVould give us a passage to London by sea. TIk^ subtle 
WHitch, Avho immediately found us j)r()j)er fish for h(,T hook, 
gav^* us the kindest Avords in the A^orM, and told us she was ^ 
heartily Sony she had not seen us one* day sponer; tlj^t 
there Avas a collier-master, of her particular acquaintance, 
tliat Aveiit aAvay but wiiji tlie morning tide, that 'iie ship Avas 
fallen down to Shiejds, but she believed Avas hardly over tlie 
bar y(*t, and she woufi send to his house and see if he was 
goTUi on board, iiAr sometimes the masters do not go away 
till a ti(]e after .the ship, and she AA^as sure if he Avas not 
gcaie she cdftld prevail Avith him to take us all in ; but then 
»hc A\"as alraid we must go oii board immediately, the same 
night. 
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We begged her to send to his house, for we knew not what 
to do, and if slie could oblige him ‘t<?i take us ‘on board, wa 
did not care what time of nighbit was ; for, as \re liad no 
money, we had no lodging, and we wanted nothing but to 
be on board. 

We looked upon this as a mighty favour, tliat she sent to 
the mastcT’s house, and k> oiu* greater joy,' she brought, 
us word about an hour after that he w^as not goin^, and was 
at a tavern in the town, whither liis boy liad been \o fetch 
him ; and that he had sent word he would call there* in the- 
way home. • 

Tliis Avasall in our favour, and we were extremely ])leased 
with it. About f»n liour after, ihe landlady being in the 
room with us, her maid brings us w'ord the master w’^as 
below ; so down she goes to him, telling us sin* w^oiild go and 
tell liim our case, and see to persuade him to take us all on 
borv"d. After some time she comes up with him, and brings 
him into the room to us. Where are theses hoii<.*st gentlemen 
soldiers, says he, that arc in such distress ? W(‘ stood all 

up, and paid our resp(‘cts to him. Well, gentlemen, and is 
all your money spent ? 

Indeed it is, stiid one of our company, and we shall he 
infinitely obliged to you, sir, if you wdll give us a passage ; 
we yiU be very willing tx) do anything w(t can in the sliip, 
though wc arc not st^arn^m. • . , 

\ Why, stiys he, 'd'ere none of you ever at sea in your lives? 

No, says we, not one of us. ^ * 

^ You wilt be able to do me no* ai?Tvice tlicn, s«ays he, for 
you will be all sick : Well, how^ever,^ s^iys lie, for iny good 
landladyjs sake here, I’ll do it ; but iire you all ready to go 
on board, for I go on board this very nighU ? 

Yes, sir, says wc again, we arc ready to go thiji^ minute. 

No, no, says he, veiy kindly, 'we’ll drink together; come, 
landla*fly, says he, make these honest geiitlcinen a snefikcr 
of punch,^ 
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Wc looked at one iinothcT, for we knew we Imd no mpney^ 
and he perceived it ; Come, come, siiys lie, don’t be c^on^ 
rerned at youv Ifaving'tio money : my landlady here and I 
never part with dry lips. * Come, goodwife, says he, muk% 
the punch as I bid you. 

We tlianked him, and said, God bless you, noble captain, 
a hundn^d times over, being overjoyed witli such good luck. 
.Wliile we were drinking the piuuh, he calls the landlady ; 
Come, says lie, FlI steji home and take my things, and bid 
tliem g^od bye, and order the boat to come at high water, 

' aij(t take me upluTe; and pray, goodwife, says lie, get me 
.something I’or supper ; sure if 1 can give these honest men 
their ])ass{ig(‘, T may giv(*- tlieni a bit of victuals too ; it may 
be they h^ii’t ha(J luueli fof dinner. 

With this awajf lie Avent, and in a little Avhile we heard 
the jack agoing, and one of us going down stairs for a spy, 
l>r()Ught us Avord there Avusa good leg of mutton at the lire. 
In k*ss tliaii an hour our captain came again, and came •up 
to us, and blanuMl us that Ave. had not drank all the lumcli 
out. Come, siiys lie, don’t be basliful, Avheri that is out we 
can have another ; when I am obliging pour men, I love to 
ilo it l^iindsomely. 

We drank on, and drank the punch out, and more w^as 
brought fij), and lie piislied it about apace; and then came 
up ii ]i‘g of mutton, ,and 1 nei'd not sjiy that aa^c ate liCartaly, 
being told several times that Ave sluidd pi^ nothing. Aftej 
supper Was done, he bids my landlady aslv if thti boat Wife 
collie? And sHe brtjiight Avord no, it; was not high A^ter 
by a good deal. No ! says lie, well, then, givens Some moTie 
jiunch ; so more pu^cjyi Avas brought in, and, as w^as after- 
w^ards confessed, something Avas put into it, or morefc brandy 
tlian ordinary, aifd by tliat time the punch AA^as drmik out, 
Ave A\^ere.ay veiy drunk, and, as fur me, 1 w^as iislcep. 

About tlie time that Avas out, we were told the boaj was 
come ; so wc tumbled out, almost over one anothei;, into tiie 
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boat, . and away wc went, and’ onr captain in the boat. 
Most of lift, if not all, fell asleep, till after sc»me time, though 
how much, or how far going, wc kne^»r*not, vhe boat stopped 
and we were waked, and told iVe were at the s>,ij)’s side, 
which was tru(‘ ; and ,with much lielp and liolding us, for 
fear we should liill overboard, we were all gotten into the 
ship. All 1 renienib(T of it was this, that as soon as w<* 
were on l)()ard, our (*aptain, as we called him, called out tliKs; . 
Her(‘,])oatswairi, take care of these gtaitlemen, and give them 
good cabins, and let tlu^in turn in and go to sleep, Qyr the^" 
are v(Ty weaiy ; and so indeed ^ve witc, and veiy*dribjk» 
too, being the first time T had ever drank jninch ili my life. , 
Well, care was taken of us ae.eordijig to ord(*r, and we 
were ])ut into vei«y good ejibins'wliere ivtj wei‘e ^sure to go 
immediately to sleep. In tlie meantime, the* shij), 'whit^Ii 
was indeed just ready to go, and only on noti(*,e given had 
come to an anchor for us at Shields, weighcid, stood over 
the? bar, and went off to sea ; and wlien ive waked, and 
b(*gan to p(‘op abroad, ivhieh was not till ne«*j.r noon the next 
day, w^e found ours(*1ves a great -way at sea ; the land in 
sight, indeed, but at a great distance, and all going iiUTrily 
on for London, as we understood it. W<i were viay w('ll 
used, and -well satisfied Avitli cmr condition for about three " 
days, wlu'ii we began to imjuire wlnaher wc \,ycvc m»t 
a]m^)sf come, ?md how mucli longer it, would be before we 
Jihould come into the rirer, Wliat river? says one of llie 
T?ien. Why, the Thames, s:iys my C’uptain Jack. Tlie 
Tlucncs! sriys the se^arrmn; wdiat do, you mean by that ? 
V.ljat, han’t you had time enough to be; sober y<‘t? so ,, 
Captain Jack said no more, but locked about him like a 
fool ; when a W'hiJc <'ift(‘r, some other fif us asked the* like cpies- 
tion ; and the seamen, who knew nothing oV the clieat, began 
to smell a trick ; and turning to the other •En^iii<h4nan that 
eam(:^with us, Pray, says h<!, where do you fiiiicy you are 
going, that you ask so ofU*n about it ? . Why to Londoiij 
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. where should we }h going ? We agreed with the 

c:i|)tnin to carry to London. • , • 

- Not with fJie* cai)tain, says he, T daresay ; poor men, 
you are jfll elH*ated ; and *1 thouglit so when I saw yen'* 
aboard with tliat kidnapping vogue Gilliman; ]K)or 
rn<‘n ! adds lu*, you are all be.trayt*d. *Why, you are going 
10 Virginia, and the ship is bound to Virginia. 

. '¥ho Englishman falls a storming and raving like a mad- 
man, and we galliering round him, let any man guess, if 
» fifty eaii, what was our surprise, and how we, were con- 
■••fiaiifderf, wh(‘n we wen* told how it was. In short, wc drew 
imr swords, and liegan to lay about us, and made such 
a noise and hurry in the shi]), that at laj^ the seamen were 
ohligodio iifxW oiit^f<»r he!}).* The eajilain c\>mmanded us to 
‘ he disjirnied in thc^ first place, whieli Avas not, however, done 
• Avilliout giving and r(*ceiving some wounds, and alb*rwards 
. he caused us to bo brought to him into tin* great cabin. 

H(*re 1)0 talked very ealmly to us, that he Avas reatly 
v(‘ry sorry for Avhat had befallen us; that Iki perceived we 
had l)t*en trepanned, and that the felloAv Avho bad brought 
us on board was a rogue, that AA^as employed by a sort of 
Avieked.inei’ehants not unlike himsc‘lf; that he sujijiosed he 
•had been represented to us as ca])tain of the ship, and asked 
us if j| Afns not so? We told him y(*s, and gaAu* him 
■ a largi* aeeount of ^)urselves, and Ijoav avc came 16 fhe 
AV(»jnan's house to incpiire for some master of a eollier to ge^ 
a j)ass.Mge to London, and that this man engaged* to carry 
us to London in liis^oAvn ship, and the lilv(*, as is rek’ied 
^above. * 

He told us he Avas vofy soriy for it, and he had no hand 
h) il ; but it was out dl* his power to h(‘lj) us, and let us 
kiioAV very jdaiid/ what our eondilioii Avas; nam(‘ly, that 
Ave Avert* pu^ on board his ship as servants to be delivered at 
Maryland to* such a man, Avhom be nanu‘d to ns; but iliat, 
however, if Ave Avould be quiet and (jrdeiOy iu the. .ship, lie 
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would nse us well in the passige, and take care we should . 
be.. used well when we came there, and t^iat he w^oiild do 
anything for us that lay in his ]^t)Wei * ; but if wo were 
•unruly and rcfractoiy, we could not expect l)uV, he must 
take such measures as to oblige us to be satisfit'd ; ajid tliat, 
ill short, we must be handcutied, carried down between the 
decks, and kept as prisoners, for it was his Imsiness to take 
care tliat no disturbance must ho. in the shi]>. 

In short, we were all obliged to ae^cjiiitisce; lor we liad 
no remedy but jiatience, and to be easy as we coukb 

We liad a very good voyage, no storins all tlie w*![iy,*4n<!h' 
a norfluirly wind almost twenty tlays together; Sso that, in. 
a word, we niade^the capes of Virginia in two-aiid-tliirty 
chiys, from the thiy we st«.‘eretl west, ydiitdi •was in the 
latitude of GO degrees 30 minutes, VK‘ing*to the* iiorlli i>f tin* 
isle of GreJit Brit^iin ; and this, they said, was a very quick 
jiassiige. 

•Nothing material happened to me during tlie voyage ; and 
indeed, wdicn I came there, 1 was obliged to act in so narrow 
a compass, that nothing very material could prc;st‘nt itself. 

I was now grown indiflerent, Ibr 1 considered all ih<‘ way 
on tlie. voyage, tliat as I was bred a vagabond, had been a 
pickpocket and a .soldier, and ivas run from iny colours,’ 
and that 1 had no .si^ttled abode in lli(» worhl, mfr any ein- 
pl<fy to get aiiylhing by, excejit that w.icked one I was bred 
jto, which had tl^u? gaKows at the lands of it, 1 did iiot wm* 
but that 'this service might be as well to me ^iis other 
bui-iness. And tliis I w\as jiarticularly satisfied with, wh(‘a 
they U)hf me, that afler 1 liad sbrved out the five years’,, 
servitude, I should liave tin; coiu'tK".^ of tlie country (as 
they c»lled it), that is, a certain quantity of land to cultivate 
and plant for mysfdf. »So that now I was liffe to be brought uj> 
to something by which 1 might live without ^tlvAt* wretched 
thiiyr called stealing ; which my very soul abhorred, Jtnd 
^vhich 1 had given over, as I have said, ever since that 
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Avicked time that I rol)b<fd the poor widow of Kcntidi- 
towii. ? . ‘ * 

• 'J'hiis Ave jmrted Avitli our captain or kidnap})er, call him 
i\< you Afili. We Avere llien deliver(‘d to the luorclianls ih 
Avhoiii we Avoj'c consig]ied, who agaiii^disj)oscd of us as they 
thought lit ; and in a Icav days Ave Avere septiratod. 

Ah ibr my Caj)taiii Jack, to makt? short of the story, that 
.dv^^l»ei-ate rogiui had th<‘ goo<l luck to luive a very easy, 
good master, Avhose business and good humour he abused 
tery ii#u(h ; and, in particular, took an opportunitj to run 
ajvTiy •with a boat, which his niasUir entrusted him and 
. anv>llit r \^'ith, to carry some provisions doAvn tlie river to 
aijothei’ ])Iantation Avhich he* had there. This boat and 
])rovi.sh»Jis» tliey ^-aii away Avilh, and sailed north to the 
Ijotkmi <»f the bi5y, as they call it, and into a river called 
»S\is(juelianna,, and tliere quitting the boat, they Avaiidered 
tlifouglj the AVoods, till they camt* to rennsylvaula, from 
Avhi'iuH* ihi'y made sliilt to get passage to Kew-England, 
and li«nu thence, lionu*; avIutc ililling in among his old 
companioiis, and to the old trade, he Avas at length taken 
and lianged, about a month bel’oi*e I came to J^oiidon, 
A\liieluwas near tAveiity years afterwards. 

My ])arf avhs liarder at the b(*gliuiing, though borier at 
the lattei* end ; 1 Avas disj)osed ob that is to say', sold, to a 
riclt planter, Avhosc; jmme Avas Sniitli, aiy^l Avilh me ilie other 
luiglishijian, who Avusiny fellow-deserter, ^hat Jack broug^ 
to me AVlieii wc went olf from Diuibar. 

We Avej'e now felUnv-seiwants, and it Avas our^lol tJ be 
carried up a small river br creek, Avliich lalls into ]V)tom5c 
river, about eiglil iwibs from the great river. Here A\'e 
were brought to tln^ plantation, and put in amoiif^ about 
fifty servants, as ’^xdl negroes as otlun-s; and beJng delivered 
to the lukajJ man-, of dij cctor, or manager of the plantation, 
he took care to let us know that Ave must exjH^ct to work, 
ii.nd vej*y liard too ; lor it Avas lor that piir])ose his maslei 

U 
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boiijrlit servants, and for no otiier. T told him, very snh- . 
misv.jvely,*that since it was oiir Tnisfortune to eoino into 
such a miserable condition as we wfere in, 'we expected nor 
8ther ; only we desired we might bo showed our* business, 
and be allowed to lca];*ri it gradually, since he might be sure 
wo ha<l not boon used to labour; and, I added, that wIhmi 
he knew particulm-ly by what methods we were brouglit 
and betrayed into such a condition, he would ]>erhaps «(*(•' 
cause at ](»ast to sliow us that favour, if not nion;. 71iis I 
spoke with such a moving tone, as gave him curi<ivsity It) 
inquire into the particulars of our storj",^ which I gaVe 1iij;n*'‘ 
at large, a little more to our advantage too tlian ol'dinary. . 

This story, as I liojxid it 'would, did move him to a sfirt of 
tenderness ; but J^et he told us tliat his ,niasteris Jxusiness 
must be done, and that he expected wc^* must wru'k a^-' ’ 
above; that he could not dispense with that upon any 
account whatever. Accordingly, to work Ave W(mt ; and . 
in(teed we had three hard things attending us ; namely, we 
worked hard, lodged hard, and fu*ed hard. The fii’st I hrid 
been an utter stranger to, the last I could shift Avell (rnough 
with. 

It hapjK?ned Avhih? I was here that a ship an’ive,d from 
London Avith several servants, and among the rest were seven- ’ 
teen transported felons, some burnt in t]»e hand, others not; * 
eight of Avhom myj^nasler bought for tjie tirm* s]XMuli(‘d in 
the AvaiTant for tt«eir tAnsportation resj)octiveIy, some*fdr.a 
longer, some a shorter term of years. 

(^tiir master Avas a great man in the country, and a justice 
fS pc'ac.e, tliough he seldom c^me down to the jdantatiou , 
where I was; yet, as the new serrants WfTe brought on 
shore', llnd dediverod at our plantation, Jiis Avorshij) camv 
thither, in a kind of state, to see and receive them. When 
tiny Avere brought before him, I was calltid,^ai:iong other 
scrAn^uts, as a kind of guard, tot^ike them into custody aft(‘r 
lie had seen them, and carry them to the work. They were 
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by a guard of seamiii from tlio ship, and Iho s<*cond 
jriiite of tlio /life came -witli tliem, and delivereQ thenl to 
our master, A^ith the warrant for their transportation, as 
;il)C»ve. 

When his worsliip had r(*ad over the waiTants, he called 
them over by their nam<‘,s, one by one, and having let them 
know, by his .reading the warrants over again to eacli irian 
.•res^)eetively, tlnit he knew for what olFences tiny were 
transported, lie talked to eveiy one sejiarately very gravely; 
lei them know how niiich favour they had received in being 
sai’ed troni tlie gailows, which the law had appointed for 
•their (‘rimes ; that they were not Si'utencod to be transitu rted, 
])iit to b(^ hanged, and that transportation \yas gi'anted llieiu 
njion llw-ir^own rjijinest and humble petitiem. 

Then he laid before them, that they ought to look upon 
th(‘ life they wore just going to enter upon as just beginning 
th(' world again ; that, if they thought fit to be diligent tyid 
sehe]*, they would, alfer tlie time they were ordered to serve 
was expired, be t»neouraged by the oonstituthai of the 
country to settle and plant for themselves ; and that even 
lie himself would be so kind to them, that if he lived to see 
any of* Hiem serve their time faitlifully out, it Avas his custom 
to assist his servants in order to their scittling in that 
‘country, according as their beliaviour nright merit^ironi 
him ; and they wumld see and knoAV sevj^ral planters rmiiid 
alKiut.them, who now Avere in very g(*od eifcumstajiA‘s, am] 
Avlio formerly AAag’e only his siTvants, in the sauK? coadilivui 
with them, and came from the sjime pla.ee, tliat i;| to vsay^ 
•Newgate; :md some of itiein had the mark of it in their 
hands, but were now^vy^y hone.st men and lived in very 
good rejuito. 

Among the rest of his iieAv servants, he came to a young 
cliuAv not Ti1iic>AiC sevenU‘en or eigliteen years of age, and his 
^'arrant mentions tJiat he was, though ii yemng man, yef an 
offender; that he had been several times condemned, 

u 2 * 
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]»iit had been respited or pardonM, but still he coiilinucd an- 
incorrigible pickpocket ; that the .crime tfti' which he was 
now trails] )orted, was for picking a nierchant’li i)ocket'book** 
or letter-case, out of his pocket, in which were bills of ex- 
change for a very gre/at sum of money; that lie had after- 
wards ri‘ceived the money upon some of the bills, but that 
going to a goldsmith in LomlKird-street will) anotlier bill, 
and having demanded the money, he was stop]»ed, noficc'. 
liaving been given of the loss of them ; that he was con- 
demned to die for the felony, and being so ividl known toi 
an old offender, had certainly died, l)ut the mercliant, uji^aT 
his earnt'st a])pl ication, had obtained tliat he t^luaild be 
transj)orted, on conditltm that hfj ri'stored all the rest of 
bills, which he liad done accordingly. »• ^ • 

Our )naster talked a longtinu' to this young fellow ; mcMi- 
tioned, with some surj)rise, tliat he so young sliould have 
followed sue!) a wicked trade so long as to obtain tlu‘ name • 
of an old offend<*r at so young an age ; and tliat he should! 
be styled incorrigiblt^, which is to signily, that iiotwithsfand- 
ing liis lieiug wliipt two or three times, and several tinier 
])Unjshed ])y imjaisonment, and once Inirnt in tlie hand, yet 
iiotliiiig would do liim any good, but that he was still the 
s.ain(‘. He talked mighty religiously to this boy, and told* 
him God had not only spared him from tlie gtrllows, bur 
had now mercifull^^ delivcTed him fro-m the opportunity ol 
<}Hmnnitting tlie same j?in again, and put it into his power t(» 
live an lumest life, wliicli perliaj)s he kii(*w not how tod*' , 
befbre; j'ud though some part of his lifi‘ now might be 
laborious, y(*t he <iug]it to look on it to be no more tlma, 
being ])ut out a])prentice to an lionesHrade, in which, when 
he. caiue (»ut of his time, lie might be al)Ie to setui) for liini- 
self and live honestly. 

Then he told him, tliat while he was a seijvamfc he would 
luM; no o|)portunily to be dislionest, so when he came to hr 
I'or limvself he would have no temptation to it; and so alter 
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groat many ntlior kind flings said to him and the rest, 
/li(*y were diwni^sed.* ^ ' 

1 Avas 4*xcoedingly moved at this discourse of our master’s, 
as anyl»f)dy would judge I must 1)0, Avlum it was directed to 
^'ich a young rogue, Ixu’ii a tliief, and^bred uj)a jackpockel, 
like myself*; for I tliought all iny master said was sj>oken to 
me, and sometimes it came into my head tliat sure my masler 
was som(‘ extraordinary man, and lie knew all things that 
(;v(‘r I had done in my life. 

Avas surprised to the last degree, Avhen my mast(*r, 
(Ifsmissing all tlie^’est of us servants, ])ointed at me, and 
s])raking to his ]u*ad clerk, llert', s.ays ln‘, bring that young 
I'rlloAv bitluT to me. • , 

I ]iad *b(‘en nc^aT^j a year in the AAnirk, and J liad jdied it so 
Avi‘ll tliat ihe clerk, or head man, eitlier flattered me, or did 
really bed i eve lhat 1 beliavcxl v(n*y Avell ; but I Avas terrilily 
iViglitcd to liear myself called out aloud, just as they used 
to call for such as liad done some .misdennmiour, and Aven* 
to bf*. lasluxl or othcrAvise correcjted. 

1 canu! in Iik(^ a malefactor indeed, and tliought 1 looked 
lik(‘ OIK* just taken in the fact, and canded before llie justice ; 
.‘ind intleed AAdien I earin' in, f’or I Avas carried into an inm?!* 
.room, or parlour, in tln^ liouse to him, (liis discourse to tlie 
rest Acas in a large liall, Avhere he s;it in a scat like,a Vml 
judge upon the bench, or a petty l^ing* upon his throne)* 
^rlicir 1 .came in, I say, lie ordered liis maif to aa ithdiUAV, an4 
1 standing lialf naked^ and bare-head(‘d, Avith my hauglj^ or 
hoe, in my liand (tlie pc^ture and figure I was»iii at ii^^ 
^vork), near tlu^ door, he bade me lay doAA’u my hoc* and 
e(um‘ nearer. Then hoibegari to look a little h*ss st^Tii and 
terrible than I finv*ied him to look before, or, perhaps, both 
his comitehance tlnm and before might be to my imagination 
clithTing fVTnit what tiny r(*ally w(^rc' ; for Ave do not ahA’ays 
judge those tilings by the real temper of the person, but by 
the measure of our apprehensions. 

U 3 
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, Hark yc, young man, how old arc you ? , says my infistor, 
and so our dialogm* began. ’ i . / 

^ Jack. Ind(*e(], sir, I do not know. • 

Mafit. What is your name ? 

Jack. Tli(‘y call nfe Colonel here, but my name is Jacl;, 
ahit ]dease your worship. 

Ma^t. But, prithee, what is thy name ? 

Jack. Jack. 

lMa,^U Wliat, is thy Christian name then Colonel, and tl^y 
siirmime. Jack ? ^ ^ 

Jack. Truly, sir, to tell your honour '^the trutk, I kruTw 
littl(‘ or nothing of myself, nor what my true namt‘ is ; Iml 
llius 1 have be(‘n railed ever since I remi*mber : wliieh is my 

• . . I* ^ * 

Christian name, or Avhich my surname, \ r whetlu;r 1 was 
ever christened or not, I cannottell. 

J/us*/. Well, howevcT, thafs honestly answ(‘red. Pray, 
hov came you hither, and on what account are you made a 
sen^ant here ? 

Jack. I wish your honour could have ])a,li(‘ncci with me 
ro h(‘nr the wlioh* story ; it is tlie hardest and most xinjus!. 
thing thal ever eamc* before you. 

Say you so? tell it me at laigc tli(*n ; Fll hc^ar it, 1 
promise that, if it l)ean hour long. • 

'fhii^ encouraged me, and 1 began at being a soldi(*r, and 
being persuaded totles^Tt at Dunbar, and gave him all tlie 
fkirticiilarS; as thT*y are related above, to the time^ of my 
coming on shore. He held up his hands several Ihiies 
aj’ 1 avokpL on, exjiressing his al)liorrenc(‘ of tlu^ usage, I 
had met with at Newcastle, and inou^red tlie name of the 
master the ship ; for, sjiid he, that ca[)tain, for all his 
smooth WT)rds, must be a rogue. So I told him his name, 
and the naitie (^f the ship, and he took it down in' his book, 
and th(*n we went on. • ^ 

^fast. ]iut jiray answer me, honestly tod, to another ques- 
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tioji, wliat Avus it madciyouio miicli concerned at my talking 
.to die l)oy tlKT(i, tliG jj^ckpocket ? * • ’ 

Jari\^Ai[ii j)lease youi\lionour it moved me to hear you 
uilk so kindly to a ^loor slave?. 

And wius that all? speak truly iiow- 
,/or/*. No, indeed, but a secret wish came into my 
dionghis, tli;rt. you that were so good to such a croaturci a^ 
diat, could but one way or other' knoAV my case, and tliat 
U' you did, you would certainly pity me and do something 
JoiwiKv . 

* J/r/sY. ^ Well, but was there nothing in liis case that hit 
your own, that made yx)U so afTeeti^d with it, tor J saw tears 
come iiom your eyes, audit was that made me call to speak 
U)y<ui. % 

Indeed, sir, I have beena wicked idle boy, and was 
Jell (lesolaie in tlie world; but that- boy is a thief, and con- 
(leinniid to be lianged ; 1 never was before a court of justice 
*iu my life. 

Well, 1 won’t examine you too far; if you were 
ni‘ver befoi'c a court of justice*, and are not a criminal traiis- 
])o]’ted, I have nothing furtlier to inyume ol’you. You have 
been ill used, that's certain. 

After .this conference I was dismissed and went to my 
work; but about two hours after, tlui steward, or the over- 
seer of the plantafioii, came riding by, and coming up to 
me as 1 was at woik, jmlled a bottle outitif liis pocket, ai/1’ 
calJing me to liim gave me a dram of rum ; wlien, in good 
manners, 1 had taken bijt*a little sup, he held it^out t(5 me 
again, and ba<le me take another; and spoke wondrous 
civilly to me, (]uite otherwise than ho used to do. ^ 

This encoui’ag^id me, and heartened me veiy much, but 
yet i had’ no particular view of anything, or which way i 
should hale'^ny relief. 

A day or two lifter, when we W'cre all going out ft) our 
Work in the inoniing, tlfe overseer called me to liinf ao-aiii. 

u 4 
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Jind g/ivc a dram, and a goou piece of brc'ad, and hade ’ 
nie fxanc off from my work about one .o’clock^^and come tq^ 
him to the house, for he must sjje^ak witli me. , 

* When I came to him, I came to be ^urc in the ordinary 
habit of a poor half naked slave. Come hilher, y<ning man, 
says ho, and give me your Jioc. When 1 gave it him, Well, 
says he, you are to work no more in this jdanlatioii. 

] looked surprised, atid as if T was friglitc'd. What 
hav(‘ 1 done? sir, said 1, and whitlior am I to be s(‘nt away J 

Nay, nay, says ho, and looked veiy pleasantly, dobioUbe 
frighted, ’tis for your good, ’tis not toeJnirt yoi^; ] afh 
ordered to make an overseer of you, and you sliall be a 
slave no longer. ^ i 

Alas ! says I to him, I an overseer ! f am in hb con- 
dition for it, I liave no clothes to jmt on, no linen, nothing 
to help myself. 

Well, well, says he, you may be bf‘tter used than you 
are aware of; come hither witli mo. So h(‘ led me into a" 
vast great warehouse, or, rather, set of warelamses, one 
’within another, and calling the warehouse-ket'per, Here, 
says lie, you must clothe this man, and give him (wery- 
thing nccessjiry, upon the foot of nuinlicr five, and give the 
bill to me; our master has ordered mo to allow h in the 
account of the west plantation. That was, it set'ins, tlie 
plantation where I was to go. 

Accordingly, tlit' warehouse-keeper carricxl me into an 
inner warehouse, where ’were several suits of elotlies of the 
sort^his ofders mentioned: whicli were plain, but good 
sorts of clothes, re^ady made, being of a good broadcloth, 
about 11s. a yard in England, and © with this he gave me 
three good shirts, two pair of shoes, stockiijigs and gloves, a 
hat, six neckcloths, and, in short, everything I could want; 
and when he had looked everything out, a,nd*fift(‘d them, 
he lets me into a little room by itself. Here, says he, go 
in therfe a' slave, and come out a gefntlcraan ; and with that 
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carried pverything into t,]fc rDom, and, shutting tho‘ door, 
J)id me put rtievi c)n-j ijdiicli I did most willingly ; and*now 
you mn^ Ix'ljove that 1 Uegan to ho])e for something better 
ihan ordinary. 

In a little while after this came tlie overs(*er, and gave 
me joy of my new clothes, and told me I must go with him: 
so I Avas carri(Hl to another planUition, larger than that 
AvluTC 1 Avorked before, and Avhere there Avere tAvo over- 
i;(‘ers, or clerks; one Avithin doors, and one Avithout. This 
L'Uit A^;j^s removed to arntther plantation, and I was jdaced 
there in jiis rooin^lhat is to siiy, as the clerk Avithout doors, 
and my business Avas to look after the seiwants and lU'groes, 
and takc^ care, that they tdid their busiyess, provide their 
(i)o<l, aiid,^in slaV, both govern and direct them. 

I Avas elevat(»rl to the highest d(*gree in my thoughts at 
this advane(‘m(‘nt, and it is iinpossibl(‘ for me to express tlie 
joy of my mind uj)on this occasion ; Init there caiye a 
nlifficnltv upon me, that shocked me so violently, and Avemt 
so against my v(*ry nature, that T really liad almost forfeibid 
my |)lae(i a})out it ; and iu all a]>p('aranc(‘, the favour of our 
niasb'r Avho liad been so generous to me; and this Avas, that 
Avh(‘n*T (‘iitcTcd upon my office, 1 had a horse given me and 
a long horseAvld]), like AAdmt vrr call in England a luuiting- 
Avhip. The horse Avas to t'ide up and down all fivey tlic 
])lantation, to see tri(‘ s(*rAmnts and iiegi* 0 (‘s did tljeir Avork, 
and,' the plantation being so large, itVou^l not l>e done Ai 
foot, at least so often and so effectually as was re<[idred ; 
and tlie horscAvliI]) was^grven me to correct amd lash ^le 
slaves and servfints AAdien they proved lu^gligent or cpiarrel- 
soine, or, in short., Aveftt* guilty of any olFenco. Tj^his part 
tnnu'd the viny, blood Avithin my veins, and I could not 
think of it Avith any temper, that I, Avho Avas but y(‘sterday 
a servant f)r*slave like th(‘TU, and under the authority of the 
sjime lasli, should lift up my hand to the cruel W(U’k which 
Avas my terror but tin? dJ»y before. This, I say, l^coVld not 
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d9 ; insoniucli lluitthc negroes perceived it,, and I had soon 
so much contempt upon my authonty? that 'were all in., 
disorder. . • 

The ingratitude of their return for the comi^assion ] 
sliowed them jn’ovoked me, I confess, and a little hardened 
my li(‘art ; and I b(*gan with the negroes, two (d‘ whom I 
was oMig(‘d to correct; and I thouglit I did it liiost e.ruelly; 
but aller I hud laslied llumn till every Mow I struck them 
hurt myself, and I was ready to taint at the work, the J'oguesi 
laughed at me, and one of tlu^m had the impiidi‘nce. V» fci»y, , 
behind my back, that, if he had the wlfli)ping of irn*., he 
would show me better how to whip a negi*o. 

W(‘ll, however,,! had no ]H)we.* to do it in such a bar- 
barous manner as I loiind it was neciessaryiU) liave it done*; 
and the dc*fect b(‘gan to be a (h‘triment to our masters 
business, and now I began indeed to s(*e that the cruelty so 
miK;h talked of, used in Virginia and liarbadoes, and other 
colonies, in wdii])ping the negro slav(*s, Avas not so nnicli ' 
owing to the*, tyranny and passion and ctnudty of the Knglisli 
as had beem reported; the English not being aecxmiitcMl to Ini 
of a cruel disposition, find really are not so; but that it is 
owdng to the l)rutfility and obstinate tc^mper of the*, negroids. 
But I l)egan to S(*e at the same time that thw brutal 
temper,of the negroes wasmot rightly managed ; that they 
did not take tlie bl^st jcoui'se with them to make theui 
s^islble, eitlier of fjiercy or piuiishment ; find it Avas evident 
to me that even the worst of those tempers might be brought 
to^a compliance Avithout tlie lafth# or at least Avithout so 
much of it as they generally inflicted. ^ 

Our ijiaster Avas really a man ol’/iumanity himself, find 
was sometimes so full of tenderness that Jie Avould forbid 
the severities of his overseers and stewards; but he saw the 
ncc(‘ssity of it, and was obliged at last to IcjaVo^ it to the? 
discretion of his upper servants; yet lie “would ofleii bid 
them be jnerciful, and bid tliem consider the difference ol 
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tho coni^titiitioy of llie I)oaios of the nogi’oes ; some beipg 
til)l(* to •jHtjir the^ tortures of their ])unishmi‘nt *than 
otluM’s, 4md some of them. J(‘ss obstimite too than others. , 
Ilowev(‘i*, somebody was so officious as to iidbrm him 
:iL!;aiust me iii)ou Ihis occasion; and let him know that 1 
iK'^hrted his aifaips, and that the servants wore under no 
'rjAHTiimeiit ; l)y which means his plantation was not duly 
managed, and llial all things were* in disorder. 

• '1 Ills was a lujiivy charge Itu* a young overseer, and his 
jKfioi/r came like a judge, with all his attendants, to look 
ajto things and lA^ar the cause. However, he was so just 
to me, as that, bel()re he c(‘nsured me, h(‘ resolv(id to hear 
!iie iiil]y,^and tliat not tally pnbliely l^jt in private too; 
and the last Jiait ol this was my particular good fortune, 
K»r, as he had lbrm(‘rly allowed me to sjieak to him with 
rriH-dum, so 1 had tht* lik(‘ fr(‘(‘dom now, and had full liberty 
lo exjhun and defend myself. * 

I kiu‘w nothing of the com])laint against me till I had it 
froni his own mouth; nor anything of his coming till I saw 
him in the very plantation, viewing his work, and viewing 
tlii* sev('ral ])iecc*s of ground that wore ordered to Im' new 
j»l;nited ; and after lie liad rode all round, and seen things in 
lie* condition 'Wiiieh tiny were to be seen in ; h(»w eveiy- 
tliiiig Avas in its due order, and the servants and nejjroes 
tyeiv all at Avoj'k ; and everything t]j)ptiiring to his mind, he 
v/ent into the house. * 

As 1 sfiw him come up the walks, I ran towards hinj and 
made* my homage*, and jjfsiV^e him my humble thanks furi^ie 
goodness he hud shojved me in faking me from the mis(*ral)le 
eoiidition I was in belen’e, and eanploying and entrij^ting me 
ui his business; iiuid hi^ looked pleasant enough, thoiigli ho 
did n(»t say much at first, and I attended him througli th*e 
whole plantation, gave him an account of everything as he 
Went along, aus\Cered all his objections and inquiries every - 
wli(;rc in such a mannel^as it seems he did not ext^’ect ; and, 
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as lie acknowlodged afterwards, evcrytliing was very mucli 
to liis sjitisfaction. 

^ There was an overseer, as T observed, helongiiig to the 
same plantation, who was, though not over me, yet in a 
work superior to niinV ; for his hiisin(‘s.s was to s(h* the* 
tobacco ])acked uj), and deliver it either c)|l hoard the shn^ps, 
or otherwise, as onr master ordered, and to rec^eivc Englisji 
goods from th(‘ grand warehouse, wliich was at the otlier 
plantation, hecause that was nearest the water-shh;; aiid^, 
in short, 'to keep the accounts. 

Tliis overseer, an honest and uprigh# man, ijiade no 
rom]»laint to liini of his hiisiness ludiig iu*g1(*et(‘d, as ahov(‘, 
or of anything lil%,o it, ihough he*in(|uir(‘d of him about it, 
and that very strietly too. 

I should have sfiid, that as he rid over the plantation, he 
came in his round 1o tin* jdaee wh(*re the servants were 
usiu^lly corrected, when they had (lon(‘ any tiuill ; and tlu'iv 
stood two negroes, with tlieir hands tied behind them, as it ' 
were under s(‘ntenee ; and wlien he came near tln ni, they 
fell on their knees, and made ])itiful signs to him for mcTcy. 
.Alas, alas ! says h(‘, (uniiiig to me, why did you l)ring me 
this way ? I do not lov(‘ such sights. AVhat must J do 
now? T must pardon them; pritluje, what haA'e lh«?y dom*? 
I tol^l }\jm the jiartieular otleiiees which they were hiDiiglit 
to the T)lace for: ofte had stole a l)otLTe of nun, and had 
hVdo hims(;If dnilfk With it, and wl»en he was di-nn.k,’liad 
done a great many mad things, and had ntt(^mj)ted to kri<^*k 
of the^ white sciwants’ brains ,()iit*with a handsjake; 
but that the white man liad avoid(*d the blow, and, striking 
up the pegrefs heels, had senzed l^hu, and hroiiglit him 
prisoner tliitljor, Avhere he h.ad lain all night; and tliat 1 
hud told liiin he was to be whipjKjd tliat day, and tin' next 
three days, twice every day. 

And could you he so cruel ? says his honour ; why yon 
^ would iJitl the poor wretch: and so* beside the blood whicli 
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you would have to answ|r for, you would lose me a lusty 
]uan uegrp, wlrfeh cost, me at least 30/. or 40/.*, and bring 
’a rep]‘oa(‘li u|)oh my ■\t'hole plantation; nay, and more than 
tlia.1, some of them in revenge Avould murder me, if ever^it 
was in their jxuvtn'. ^ 

Sh’, says I, if those fellows are not kept under by violence, 

I ]>eli(‘veyou are satisfied nothing is to be done with them; 
atid it is r('porti‘d in your works that I have been rather 
ihelr jest than their terror, for want of using them as they 
*d(^seryc ; and I was rt‘sf)lved, how mucli soever it is against 
liiy own dis]jOsil y)n, that your service should not suffer for 
my unreasonable*, i(>rbearanee ; and therefore, if* 1 had 
s'oiirgtxl him to deatli — Ilold, says he, no, no, by no 
means, a^y su^ih severity in my bounds, Kernember, 
young man, you weia^ on(*e a si*rvant; deal as you ivould 
acknowh*(]ge it would be just to dt*al with you in his case, 
and mingle* always some mercy. I desire it, and let the 
, euiiseepuiiee of being too gentle be ])laoed to my account. 

lliis Avas as much as 1 could desire, and the more, because 
Avhat ]>assed was in juiblic, and several, both negroes and 
Avhile* servants, as Avell as the. partieidar persons who had 
accu^eed me, heard it all, though J did not know it. A 
cruel dog of an ovei'secr, says one of tlie Avhite servants 
Ixhind, 'lie Avoidd have, whipped poor bullet-head (so they 
called the negro tjiat Avas to be punished) to death, ff his 
hoi^onr had not ha{)])ened to eonie*t<^-day. 

iIoWev(;r, I urged tlie notorious crimt*. this felloAV Avas 
guilty of, and tlie idanger then* Avas in sucli forbeafance, 
irom the refractory and^incorrigildc*. temjier of tlic uegi?)es, 
and press(*d a littl(‘»tl>e. necessity of* making examples; but 
he said, Well, AAell, do it the next time, but not ifoAV ; so 1 
said no iriore. ^ 

The o^Jiej- lellow’s crime Avas trilling compared Avith this; 
and the inaster Avent IbrAvard, talking of it to ii»*, and 
I following him,- till avu came to the house; Avheu, •after he 
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had been sat doAvn awhile, he qilled me to him ; and, not 
suffering my aecuscrs to come near till he had heard my 
defence, he began with me thus : — ‘ 

• Jfan't TIark ye, young man, I must have some discourse 
with you. Your conduct is complained of since I set you 
over this plantation; I thought your sense of the obligation 
I had laid on you would have secured your diligciK^e and 
faithfulness to me. 

I am very sorry any complaint should be made of 
me, liecause the obligation I am under to y()nr honour, and“ 
which I freely confess, does bind me to your int(‘resf In 
strongest manner imaginable; and, however I mViy have 
Tnistak(‘n my business, I am siu*e 1 have not willingly 
neglected it. 

J/asf. Well, 1 shall not condemn youSvitliout hearing 
you, and therefore I called y(»ii in now to ted you of it. 

JarJr. I humbly thank your honour ; 1 have but one 
petiKon more, and that is, that I may kno^vmy accusation ; 
an^, if you please, my accusers. 

Masit. The first you sliall, and that is the r(*ason (d' nn' 
talking to you in private ; and if there is any nc'ed of 
a farther hearing, you shall know your accusers too. Wliat 
you are charged with, is just contrary to what appeared tr 
me just now, and tljerefbr<i you and J must come to a iu av 
undtfrstfmding about ^it, for 1 thought I was too cunning fa 
•ymi, and now I think jjon have been too cunning for me. * 

Vicect. I hope your honour wdll not be offended that 1 do 
not fvlly unJlerstand you. • 

I*r)eiieve you do not; coifre, tell me honestly, did 
you really intend to whip tlic poor .negro twice a day for 
four dayfi together, that is to say, to Vliij) him to d(‘ath, for 
tl^at would have been the Englisli of it, anef the end of it. 

Jach. Tf I may be permitted to guess,- sii;, J ‘believe 
I kno\v the charge that is brought against me ; and that 
your hwQur has been told that I hqye been too gentle with 
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the negroes, as well as oth|r servants ; and that when they 
ileserv(^d to hevuscd with the accustomed severity of» the 
Toinitry, 1 have-not them Jialf enough ; and that hy 

this me^ns they are eareh^ss of your business, and that yor* 
plantation is not well looked after, and the like. 

Mast, Well, you guess right ; goon. 

Jack. The first part {»f the charge I confess, but tl^last 
I deny ; and appeal to your honour’s strictest examination 
into every part of it. 

* JSfast. If the last part could lie true, 1 woirkl l;)e glad the 
"w/rc; for it av<iu1(1 Ik* an infinity witisfiiction to me, 
that, my »husinosB*not being neglected, nor onr siiti-ty cn- 
rlanger(>d, tliose p)or wretches could l>e us(.'d with more 
humanity:. Cor cjjiielf.y is tfie aversion of tny natiu’c, and it 
is the otdy imoortifiirUhle thing tliut at tends me in all my 
jn'usperity. 

Jack. I freely acknowledge, sir, that at first it was im- 
jiossihlc lor m(“. to bring myself to that terrible work. Ii'ow 
could I, that was but just come out of the tenor of it my- 
self, and liad but tbe day before been a poor naked mise- 
rable scn'aut mysellj and might be to-morrow reduced to 
the saiue condition again ; how could 1 use this (showing 
' a horscAV’hi])) terrible weapon on the naked flesh of iny 
f(‘llow-s(‘fvants, as well as fellow-creatures ? At least., sir, 
when my duty ma(\e it absolutely necessjiry", I could ftot 
do it. without the utmost honor. 4 ,b<‘seech you, par<loT^ 
me if I have such a tenderness in my nature, that tliough 1 
might be fit to b'e your stirvaiit, I am incapable of being* an 
. <*xecut.loner, liaving becn*an oftendor myself. ** 

Must. Wt'll, but ho}v, then, can my htisiness bo done ? 
and liow will this t.err?l)le obstinacy of the negroes, who 
they tell me can be no otherwise governed, be kept from, 
neglect of.tjieir work, or even insolence tind rebellion ? 

Jack. This^ brings, me, sir, to the latter part of my, de- 
ft’nce ; and here I hope ypur honour will be plea.se(l to call 
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my accusers, or tliiit you will give yourscilf tlie trouble of. 
taki/ig tlie*exactest view of your plantation*, and^sec*, or let 
them show yoii, if anything is neglected — -'if’yoiir busines><* 
has suflered in aiiything, or if your iiegrc>es or otJier sea-* 
vants are under less ^government than they weixi before; 
and if, on tlui contrary, 1 have limiid out that happy secret, 
to llIlKa* good order kept, the business oi* tjie ]dantati()n 
done, and that with diligene.e and despritch, and lliat tiie* 
negroes are kept in awe — the natural teni])ei* of* llieni sub- 
jec'ted, and llie siifety aJid peace of your tiunily secured, tis 
well ])y gentle in(*ans as by rough — by moderate eon ectU)iT 
as by torture and barbarity — ^l>y a ilue awe of fust disci- * 
pline as by the hoiTor of unsufl'erable lornuaits, i liojic 
yoiii’ honour wilf not lay that sin to my cjiarge.# . . 

No, indeed, you Avould be the *ni(»st aceeptal)le 
manager that ever I employed; but bow. tluni, does this 
consist witli the cruel sentence you had ])assed on tin* poor 
felfow that is in your coiidcnmed hok*. yonder, wlio was to 
be whi[)ped eight times in lour days ? 

Javh, Very well, sir; first, sir, he remains under llie 
terrible a])prehensiojis of a punishment so sevent as no 
negro ever liad bt‘fi)re. This lelknv, with your Iwuve, 1 
intended to release to-morrow without any whi])j)ing at all, " 
after talking to him iu my way about Ins otreiici^, and 
racing in liis ininc^a sense of the valve of ])ardon ; and il' 
^liis makes him f^betlet servant than the severest u’liij)ping 
will do, then, I j>resume, you would allow 1 have gained a 
poHit. 

Nothing can be more agreeat)le tome. Nothing, 
has so much rob])ed me of the comfo=rt of all my fijrtunes 
as the bruelty used in my name on* the bodies of those poor 
. slaves. 

. J((ch. It is certainly wrong, sir ; it is not pnjy wrong as 
it in ])arbarous and cruel, but it is wrong too as it is the 
worst* way of managing and of having your business done. 
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Mast. It is iiiy avorsioji ; it fills my very soul, with 
lioiTor. I bcliwe if l.slioiihl coiuc by wliilo-tliey were 
'rising those ci-uoltit's o^i the poor creatures, f should cither 
sink down at llie sight of it, or fly into a rage and kill th^ 
fellow that did it, though it is done, too, by my own 
authority. 

Jack. Ilutj sir, I dare say 1 shall convince you aksoiithat 
it- is wrong in ix'sjK‘ct of interest, and that your business 
sIkiH be })e1ter discharged, and your plantations better 
<^rdei <*d, and more work done by the negroes, who shall be 
.v'ii^\ig^l by inej*ey and lenity, tlian i)y thetse who are 
drivi‘n and di’aggc*! by the whips and the chains of a mer- 
ciless t(n'menti>r. 

Masi^ ^V^ ll? witli your mciiisuil\s, and may 

succeed ; Idl ])r4)ihis(^ you I will fully make you annmdsfor 
if. 1 long to have tlu*se cruelties out of use, in niy plauta- 
li<.ni especially ; as for ()tlu*rs, h*t them do as they will. 

Our mast<‘r being gone, I went to the prisoners, and first 
I suffered them to be told that the grciit master had been 
llu‘r(', and that lu‘ had been ineliued to ])ardon them, till he 
knew what tlu*ir crime was ; but then he said it was so great 
a imit that it must be jmuished; besides, the man that 
talked to them told tluMu that the gre.at master sjiid, that he 
knew if In* had pardoned them they would be but the worse, 
for lhat the negroe^j were never thankful for being .^pafed, 
and that there were no other ways»ty nuijee them obedieiif . 
but by ‘s<werity. 

One <'f the pool* Allows, more Bensible than’ the o#ier, 
answered, if any negro la^badder for being kindly used, tlfty 
should be whi])ped lill,th(;y were inuchee better ; but tliat 
he never knew that, l8r that he never knew tlie flegro be 
kindly use. • • 

This w|^s, Indeed, but t<io true, for the overseers really 
knew no sfieb thing as mercy ; and lhat notSori the 
uegroes being no other \py to be governed but by., oa’uelty, 
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liad l)L‘Oii the occaji;ioii that, no o^Iut inctliod was ever tried . 
aiiioiig tlieni. 

Well, I carrted on tlie affair with vLese two n(‘tj:roes just* 
jfs 1 liad ])ro]K)M‘d, and they wito delivered Avilir infinite 
aehnowledgineiits an<l (lianks, even to all the (‘xtrava^ances 
c>l‘ joy usual in tliost* peoj)le ou siieli occasions; and such 
was the gratitude of those* two ])ardoned fellows, tliat tliey 
were llie most iaithful and inosl diligent servants ever after- 
that l)(‘l(>nged to the whole plantation. 

In tills manner I earrii‘d on I he j)lantation fully to mf 
master’s satisfaction; and l)(*i()re a y<*ar more was e.\pir<;j,l* 
there was scarce any such thing as correction kn(n^.n in the . 
))lantation, except uiion a f<‘W hoys, wlio wen* incapable of 
the inipr(\ssions tlfat good usagti would havci^niad^evivi upon 
them too, till tliey had lived to know the ‘difference. 

It was some time after this conf(*rc*nce, that our great 
mast(T, as >\e called him, sent for me again his ilw elling- 
hoifse, and told me that lie did not forget what lie had^ 
promised, nor Avhat I had dom* in liis plantation ; and that 
h(i Avas resolved in the lirM jilaci* to giAa* me my lila-rty. 
So he jiulls out a ph‘ce of jiajier, and throws it to me ; Thi‘n;, 
says Ik*, lliere’s a certificate* of your coming on sliory, and 
being sold to me for five years, of which you have lived 
three Avith me, and now you are your oavu masl(*r. I 
bfiA^ed* and told him lliat 1 was sun; if I Avas my own 
‘‘U\asier, 1 Avould hij^ f^ervaiit as long as he Avoiild a^(U‘jit. 
of my servle.e. xVnd now Ave straiuei] eonrtesies, und/he told 
me i should be liis servant still- lmt,h, sliouhl be on two 
coliditioiis* 1st, tliat he would give me »‘10/. a year and my , 
lioard, for my managing^ tin* jilantaticyi i wastlK*ii (*mj)loyed 
in ; aiK? 2ndly, tliat at tlio siime tiiiit* he Avould jirocure me 
ii iHtw jilaiitation to lu’giii upon my oAvft ac<;(>iinl. For, 
Cplomd Jack, sjiys lie, smiling, though you nni^htjha young 
man,^et ’tis time you Avere doing something for yourself. 

1 aijb\yered, that I could do little at a plantation for 
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. Tnvs(‘lf, iinlo8vS I n(*glc*cted lys busincHS, which [ was resolved 
iji)f to do on an;^ tcrins.wliatev(T ; but lliat I would S4*rve 
7iini lailhfully; ifhc AV»tu]d accept ol'mc, as Idng as he Jived. 
So you shall, sjiys he a»:a}ri, and servo yourself too. AnA 
thus we ])arled fta* that time. 

1 e(»ntiniied in tliis station between five and six years 
after thi.s, and in all that time we laid not one iieoro 
“whi])])e(h exee])t, as 1 observed b(dbre, now and then an 
unluclvy lu^y, and tliat only for triiles. I cannot say but wo 
had SOUK* ill-natnrecl, ungovernable negroes; but if at any 
othMidc'd, they were pardoned the first time, in 
^ the niainf(T as abovt‘, and tin' second time wore ordered to 
lx* turned out of the ])laiitation ; ami this was remarkable, 
tliat they ^ornient t^iems(*lves at tlTc a]>preliension of 

Ix'ing tnrn(‘d awtiy, more by a gretit deal than if they liad 
lieen to be whi])ped, for tlieii they W(‘re only sull(‘n ami 
heavy : nav, at length we fiuiml the fear of being turned 
Mill (d* the ])lantation had as much eflect to refonn tht*m, 
that is to say, make them more diligent, than any torture 
would havti done; and tlie reason was evident, namely, 
iK'caust* in our plantation they were used like men, in the 
<»lherdike dogs. 

My master owned the sjitisfactioii ho took in this blessed 
(hange, as he called it, as long as he lived ; and as he was 
sn i‘iigagod by seeii\g; tin* negroi*s grateful, In; sliow^ed I’ll© 
sanu‘; ])riiicl[)le of gratitude to tho# (Jfiat^erved him as hj^* 
looked 11)1* in those that he served; and jiartieuktrly to me, 
and so I eome hrWi\ff to that part. The first thing he*did 
, after giving me my liberty as ab(»ve, and making me 
allowance*, was to g«t Jthe <*uuntry bounty to mo, that is to 
say, a (pianlity of land V) begin and plant for myseff. 

But tliis lie im!nag(‘d a way by himself; and, as 1 foum^ 
afterwardi^ tjiok nit, that is, ]nirchused in my naino, alxnit 
Ihree liiindn‘d acres of land, in a more, convenient ^daee 
than it would have othi^’wise been allotted me ; .iimd this 
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he dill by his interest ^vith thcf lord proprietor ; so thfit I ■ 
liiKUtin extent of gi-ound marked out to me, not n(*xt, bnt 
very near oni* of Ins own plantatiolis. Wlien 1 made my’ 
ffeknowledgment l<)r this to him, lie told me plainly that I 
was not beholden to liim for it at all ; for he did it lliat I 
might ni^t be obliginl to n(‘glec*t liis business i*or the (rarry- 
ing on my invn, and on that account hi* would not reckon 
to me what money he jiaid, which, liowevir, according to ' 
the custom of the country, Avas not a very great sum; I 
think about 4f>/. or r)0/. . 

Thus he very generously gave mc". my^ liberty, advJt;;<i»(r 
this money forme, put me into a plantation for mys(‘lf, and 
gave me 30Z. a year Avages for looking after one of his oAvii 
j)lantations. .* • 

But, colonel, says he to me, giving you this plantation is 
nothing at all to you, if I do not Jissist you to suj)port it 
and to carry it on; and theret()re I Avill give you credit for 
AvhAtever is needful to you for the carrying it on; sueli as. 
tools, jiroAUsions for servants, and some servants to Ingin ; 
materials to build out-houses, and conveniences of all sorts 
for the jdantation, and to buy hogs, coats, horses for stock, 
and the like. * 

Tliis was highly ol)]iging and A'cry kind, and the more 
fio, as it aftCFAvards appeared. In order to this, h(; sent t^vo 
servants of liis owr;, Avho were carpenters; as lor timber, 
.l^)ards, planks, and JiU ♦>rts of such things, in a coilntry 
almost all fnade of Avood, they could not be wanting*: these 
run' me up a little Avooden house in Icvis than three Avecks’ 
tiihe, Avhere I had three rooms, a kitchen, an out^house, 
and two large slu'ds at a distance from the house, for store- 
houses, almost like bams, with stables at the end of tlnmi ; 
and thus I Avas set up in the Avc»rld, and, in short,, removed 
by the degrees that you have heard, from' a j'ie^pocket to 
a kidnapped miserable slave in Virginia .(for Marjdand is 
Virginia,, speaking of them at a .distance) ; then from a 
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slave tf) a Lead officer or o|^erseer of slaves^ and from thence 
to a mast or plahter.. 

And, now J lK*gan to increase visibly; I had a large 
quantity ()1‘ land (an*cd, that is, fn^ed from timber, and a veay^ 
g(«ul ero]) of tcdjacco in view ; and 1 got three s(‘rvants more 
and on(‘ negro, so tha.t 1 had five, white, servants and two 
iK'grfX's, and- with this my affairs went very well on. 

And now 1 must imjiosc* a short digression on tln^ r(*ader, 
to noto, that iiotAvitlistaiidhig all the disiidvantages of a. niost 
education, yet lanv, when I Ix^gan to firl myself, 
a<?r*f1nay s;iy, in ACorld, and to be arriv es 1 to an indt'pen- 
deut stiit(‘, and tr> foresee that 1 might be something con- 
siderable in time; 1 siiyj^now I found different sentiments 
of things faking* j)laee in my mind; and first, 1 had a^olid 
])rinei|)li‘ ol'jnstiei* and hun(‘sty, and a si‘cret horror at things 
])ast, wlien 1 looked hack upon my former lile ; that original 
something, I knew nf)t what, that used formerly to check 
• mi‘ ill tlu* first meanness(‘s of my yoiith, and used to dS;tate 
to ni(‘ when 1 was but a child, that I was to be a gentleman, 
continmsl to <»])erate ujion im^ now in a manner 1 cannot 
describe; and 1 continnally remembered the Avords of the 
ancient glassmaker to tlie gentleman that lie rejiroved fur 
swejiring, that to he, a gentkaiian was to be an hoiu'st man; 
that witliout honesty, human natun* Avas sunk and degene- 
rated; the gent K'lnan lost all the digi^ity ol* his liirth* and 
placied himself even below an horfejit. I)i4ggar. Tliese prjp.^ 
ciph's *groAving. upon my mind in the jiresent cjicumstances 
1 Avas in, gave me A seergt satisfaction that I can gi^c no 
d(*scripti()n of. It Avas an im‘xpressible joy to me, tl?at I 
Avas noAv like to lfe,*not n\i]y a man, but an honi‘st man ; 
and it yielded nu* a greater jileiisure that 1 was ^*ansonied 
fi’oni being a A^agalioud, a tliii*!, and a criminal, as 1 h^d 
hi‘(*n frdm^ii child; than that I Avas delivered from slavej-y, 
and the Avretched state of a Virginia sold servant. 

I considered my present state of life to be my nicKi youth, 
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tlion^li T Avas now above tliirty years old, bc'caiise in my ‘ 
ybiirii I luid learned nothinp:; and if my daily bnsinesH,. 
which was now great, would have ])(‘nnitled, 1 wovld liavt* 

' ft(‘en content to have gone to school. However, fite, that 
had yet something (iLsn^ in store for me, threw an oj>portn- 
nity into my hand ; namely, a clever fellow, that canu* ovei’ 
a transport(‘d felon from Bristol, and tell into iny hands 
ibr a servant. He had led a loose life, that he. acknowledg(‘(l, 
and being drivcMi to extremities took to the highway, foi; 
'which, laid he been taken, lie Avould have becai 
but falling into some low-j)riz(‘d roguerbvs atl (awards, lor 
Avant of oj)portnnity tor Avorse, Av'as catch(*d, condemned, and 
trans[)orted, and, as he sfiid, Avaisglad he came off so. 

IJe Avas an oxcelhmt scholar, and J pe;V.eiving it, asked 
him fine time if he eould give me a m(‘thocl how I might 
](.‘arn the Latin tongue ? he sjiid, smiling, Yes, he could 
t(\aeh it me in three montlis, if 1 Avould Jet him havc^ books, 
or et'en Avitbont books, if lie bad time. I told him a book * 
would become his liands better than aboe; and if he eonld 
promise to make me but understand Latin eiiongb to read 
it, and umhTstand other languages by it, I Avould ease him 
of th(^ labour Avliich I Avas now oliliged to ])ut him to, esl)(^- 
cially if I Avas assured that he Avas fit to re(;c;iv(* ihyt iavonr 
of a kind master. In sliort, J made liim to mo Avliat my 
bemVaetor made ni(*i>to him, and from liiin I gained a fund 
*ofrknoAvl(jdg(! infiiriteJy niore valuable than the rate f»f u 
slaA'e, Avliich, was Avhat 1 liad paid ibi it. ’ . 

AATtlh thfjse llnmghts 1 went clieeyfuliy about iny w^ork. 
As 1 had now five serA^ants, my plantation went on, though 
gently, yet safely, aiul increascid gradhaTly, tliough slowly ; 
but the tliird year, with th(? assistance fd' iny old Ixandactor, 

I purchased two negroes more, so thatnoAV I had s(wen ser- 
vants ; and having curiid land sufficient for of tlieir 

food, liwas at no difficulty to maintain them ; so tliat my 
, plantalicfh.begau now to (*nlarge itsetf, .and as 1 lived Avilhout 
'any persoifal expense, hut was maintained at my old great 
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mastiT’s, ns av(.‘ called liiiy, and at liis charge*, with. 30/. a 
ju'c'ir l)(‘sid(‘s^se/*all my gains were laid ii]> ior im;rease« • 

In this })ost.un* I Avf‘iit. on for twelve* ye*ai-s, anel was veny 
successful in iny ])lanta.tion, and liad ge)tten, by ni(‘{ins^)i* 
niy nia.ste*i*’s tiivonr, wlioin ne)W I calleel niy friemel, a- e‘orn*s- 
porident hi London, with whom I traehid, sliipjienl over iny 
teibaeico to him, and r(*C(‘iv"eel Kiiro])e*an goods in reiturn, suedi 
as 1 waiite'd te) carry e>n iny plantation, and suilicient fo se*ll 
Jo othe*rs also. 

M Jii diis interval my goe)d frieaul and beaiefactor died, and 
PV'.is left very dise^oifsedate on account of my loss, i'or it was 
indeed a gre-at loss to me ; he* had Ixm^u a iiither to me*, and 
I was lik(‘ a forsake*n stry,ng(‘r Avilhe^ut him, themgh 1 kne*AV 
the cMunty antl^ thc^ trade too Avell enemgh, and had tor 
some* time (*hi‘e*ily (*aiTi(‘d em his Avliole* busin(*ss for him, 
yet I sei'ined now at a loss; my counse*llor anel my chied 
su])])orter Avas gone*, and I hael no confidant to communicate 
• inyse‘11* to on all eiccasions as fonm‘rly ; but there a\1!s no 
re‘me‘dy. 1 Avas, liowewer, in a better (*<)nditlon te) stand 
alone' than ewer; I had a AUTy large* ])Iantation, and liacl 
near seventy negroe*s and otlieT servants. In a Avord, 1 Ava." 
groAtm re*ally rich, consideTing my first circumstance's, that 
begaii, ;^sl may say, Avitli nothing. 

I Avas noAV a planter and also a studeait. My pe'dagogue: 
I.nu'ntioned above^* Avas ve*ry diligent, ^ind proved an e'Vlra- 
‘ordbiary man inde*e*d; he (aught fnti^ no^ only Avith a])])li^a« 
lion, hut Avith atlmirahle judgment in llie te*^*chiug part; 
f()r I have se*e'n it^in inmiy instances since that tim^, that 
e'Veay good scholar is not fitt(‘d lor a. sclK)olmaster, aueriliai 
the*, art of* te^aediinj^ is ejnitc diflerent from that of knoAvinj 
the language taught. * 

But this nh'fn had both, and preAved of great use to ijn* 
and I ft)iind reason, in ihe Avortli of tlie* person, te> be ver} 
kind to liim, his eireuinstanee*s conside*re*el. I once %f»e)k tin 
liberty te) ask him hewv it came to pass that lic^.ltdio inns 
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have had a liberal education, au/l great advantages to liav(' 
adva^iced linn in the world, should be capable of fiilling into^ 
such miserable* circunistanees as he*was in when l?,e came 
*o\er. I used some caution in entering upon an incpiiry, 
which, as 1 said, migl^t not be jileasant to him to relate ; 
but that 1 would make him anunids by telling him, that, if 
he desired not to enter into it with me, I would readily I'X- 
cuse •him, and would not take it ill at all ; this 1 did, 
luK'ause to a man under such afflictions one sliould always, 
I)C tendiT, and not put th(‘m upon relating anything 
tlu‘mselv(*s which was grievous to them, o,\: which they'THTl 
rather was conc(*aled. 

But he told me that it was tri^c, that to l()ok back upon 
his past life was indeed renuv(fre (futorew^s but* that such 
mortifications wen; now useful to him, to h(‘lp forward that 
rc'pcntance which he hop(‘d he was sineen‘ly (‘iit(‘ri‘d upon ; 
and that though it was witli horror he looked back upon 
missficiit time, and ill-a])plied gifts, which a bountiful 
Creator liad bh'ssed him with, and spared to him for a 
better improvement, yet he thought he ought to l<»ad him- 
self with us much of the shame as it jileasi'd ({od to make 
his lot, since he had already loaded himself with the guilt 
in a shameless manner; till (iod, he still hoped in U[U*rey to 
him, had cut liim short, and brought him to ])ublic 
disgrace, though he pould not say he had been brought to 
^’m’tice, for then hQ.hadb)een S(‘nt into (*teruity in desjJiur, 
and not been sent to Virginia, to rejamt of the wickeJe,st 
life that ever man lived. — lie would have gone on, but I 
found his * sp<‘ccli interrupted by a i)assioiiate struggle 
Avithin, between his grief and his tear^ ’ t, 

T took iio more notices of it. than to tell him, that I was 
sorry I had askeU him about it, Imt tliat it Avas my curio- 
sity. Wlieii I siiw that ignorjmt, untai'ight, .mitfactablc 
crt!atuivv*s come into misery and sliame, 1 made no impiiry 
aller thoi;: afiairs; but when I >v\y men of parts and 
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h'arning take siicli steps, concluded it must be occjtsioned 
by sonietJiiu^ ’exceeding Avicked. So indeed, kiid the 
judge iviid to Hie Avlien 1 l)(‘gg('d mercy of liiin in Latin; ^ 
lie told me, that when a man Avith such learning falls inlo*^ 
such crirn(*s, he is more inexcusable thun other men, because 
his learning recommending him, he could not want advan- 
tages, and had the less temptation to crimes. 

But, sir, said In', 1 lK‘lieve my case was what 1 find is 
the cas<' of most of tin' wickc'd part <.>f the world, viz., that 
j||L)J>e y(*duced to necessity is to be wicked; for nec(‘ssity is 
ntM, only the temptation, but is such a temptation as human 
nalui’e is not emjiowered to resi^rt. How good then, says 
iie, is that (hul, which tjijves from you, sir, the tcmjitation, 
by taking*awa}^tln‘ necessity ? 

I was so sensible of the truth of what ho said, knowing it 
by my own eas(‘, that 1 could not enttT any iurther upon the ' 
discourse; but he went on vobiutarily. This, sir, says he, 

• I am so sensible ol’ that 1 think the cas(‘, I am redu^d to 
imieh less miserable than tlie lile which 1 Iivi*d before, lie- 
cause' I am delivc*red fi’om the horrid in'cessity of doing 
siu'li ill things, Avliich was my ruin and disaster then, C'ven 
lin* ihy ])r<'ad, and am not now obliged to ravish my bread 
out of the mouths of others by violi'iice and disorder; but 
am led, tliough 1 am made* to (\‘irn it by ibe hanl labour of 
my hands, and I thank (iod l()r the di^h*r(*nco. He paused 
bere, Imt went on thus : 

.How much is the life of a slave in Vii'ginia^to be ju'efer^ 
red to that of tlu^ nie^st. j)rosperoiis thief in ^the w^^dd ! 
Ib're 1 live miserable, but honest; suffer wrong, but do no 
wrong; my body fs yunislu'd, but my conscience is not 
loiuU'd ; 'and, as I used to say, that 1 had no leisure to look 
in, but . I woufd begin when 1 had some recess, so^ie 
time to’«pai'e;‘ now God has found me leisuiV. to re]>ent. 
lie run on in .this nuuuu'r a great while, giving tlwmks, 1 
b<‘lievc most heartily, • for his being delivered., from the 
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Avrctclicfl life he had lived, ihoii^^li his misery were to he 
tehliJd as ifiiieli as it. was. • . „ . 

I was sinci'rely toiiclu'd with his discourse on this snl)- 
\j^'ct ; 1 had known so mimli of the real difTereiK*(‘ of tin* 
case, that I could not.^hut he afiect(*d witli it, tliouj::!! till 
now, I confess, 1 knew little of the reli^dous j^art. [ 
had heeii an offender as well as he, thonglj not altogether i?i 
the same degree, hut I knew nothing of the ])enitenee*; 
ni‘it]ier had 1 h)ok(‘d hack njxni anything as a criim*, hut as^ 
a liie dishonourahle, and not like a genth'inan, whie-Jy i;^u|| 
much in my thoughts, as I have several t^nn's niention’SWf* 
Well, hut now, siiys 1, you talk ]>enitently, and J hoj)e 
you are suicere; luit what wouh^he your case ii‘you wen*, 
delivered from the mlseral)le condition oh a shrre sohl for 

t 

inom*y, wliich you are now in ? Should you not, think ytni, 
he tlie same man ? 

Bl(‘s^ed Ix. (jod, says he, that if I thought 1 should, 1 
would sinc(*r(*ly pray that I niiglil not l)e deliven‘d, and 
that I might lor ever he a slave ratlier tlian a simuT. 

Well hut, says I, su])]K)se you to he uu(h‘r the same ne- 
cessity, in tlu? sjniie starving eondition, sliotild you not take 
the siuiie course ? * 

II(^ rej)lied very sliarjdy, Tliat shows us tin* necxhwt* have 
of tlie ])etitioii in the Lord's prayer, “ lead us not into 
temptation;” and of Sohanon's, or Agar's ]>ray<*r, ‘‘give 
not pf)verty, leit I<>teal.” 1 should t*ver heg of tuxT 
not to he Ic^’t to sucli snares as hum.tii nature eannof resist. 
But '*! have some lio])e that 1 sliouhh venture; to star^ o 
ratlier than to steal ; hut J also l)(*g to I >e delivered from 
the danger, lieoaiise I know not my oy.n' strength. 

This was honestly spoken, indcexl ; and th(*re really W(‘re 
si]cli visible tokens <»f sincerity in all liis dis<‘oiirse that I 
coulel ]j()t .suspect liim. On some of our disemoj's#? on this 
subject, lio j)ull(;d out a little dirty jiapefvhook, in wliicli 
lie had 1\'r.ote down such a prayer in verse as 1 doubt few 
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(Christ iaiis in flic world c^^iild snLsciibc to; and I *caim (4 
1)111 record it, 'jiecauso’l ncv(ir saw anything like it hi ihy 
Jil’e ; tl'e liues-are as lollow : 

f A 

Lord ! ^\■h ill sooner sorrows rack fliy breast, 

Till crime removes too, let luc iiixl no rest ; 

JIoW dark so(‘’er my slate, or sliarp iiiy pain, 

O! let not troiiMes e<‘ase, and sin reniair. 

For Jesus’ sake r(‘niov<* not niy distress. 

Till frei' Irinmpliant jjirace sliall r(‘pf>ssess 
Tile vacant tliroiu* from \vlienct‘ my sins dejiart, ’ 

^And makv^a willing ca])liv»^ of my heart ; 

Till p'iice completely shall my soul subdue, 

Tliy coiupiest full, ‘^iid my subjection true. 

» 

T 1 ut(‘ were’ more lines on the same sul)j(‘et, bill these 
Avere tin* beginning; and these touebing me so sensilily I* 
liaA'i* remembeiH'd llumi distinetly ever since, and hiive, I 
believe, re]K*ated them to myself a thousand times, 

I i>ress(‘d liim no more, you may be sure, after an ansAver 
so very jiartieular and atreeling as tliis Avas ; it, was easy to 
se(* tin* man was a sincere jienitent, not sorroAving lor the 
|)unisbincnt be Avns suffering under; for liis condition Avas 
no j)art 'ol* bis ailliction, lu‘ Avas rather thankful for it, as 
a])o\(^ ; but Ids concern Avas a feeling and alleeting^seiise of 
llie Avicked and ahominable life he liid led, thi^ abhorred 
crimes he had eonimitted Ijotli agii4nst»(3od and man, ;/icJ" 
die littl<» seijso Ik^ had liad of the condition he, was in, and 
that even till he eahie 4) 4he jilaee )vliere he noy was.* ^ 

1 asked him if lie had no reilections of this kind after or 
befon* Ids ^‘iitencii*? % lie told me Newgate (for tli^ prison at 
Bristol is called, so, it seems, as Avell as that at London) was 
a plaee tliat seldoni made penitimts, but often made villaiiiS 
Avonse, CAI, rtiey learnt to dcTy (iod and devil! But that, 
however, he could look l)nck Avith this satisfaction, ‘that he 
eould say he Avas not aXogetlier insensible of it, wen then ; . 
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but notliinpj that aiiKumtod to thorough serious looki]i»r 
up \q licaven; tlait lie often iiuh‘etl looked in,, and reflected 
upon liis past inisspent life, even helore he Avas in.]>rison, 
uflien tlie interv.als of his Avicked practices gave* sonu* time 
for reflection, and lut would sonu'tiiiies say to liiniself, 
AVliither am I going ! to Avhat will all thesi* things bring 
me at last ? and where will they end ? sim and shame 
follow one anothiT, and 1 shall ceriainly conn* to llu* 
gallows; tlu‘n, said h(‘, I would strike u])oii my breast, and 
say, O wickt‘d wrc^tch ! when will you repent ? and woyld 
answer myself as oft(‘n, Never! luWer! ^uever ! exet^pf^il* 
be in a gaol or at a gibbet. 

Then, said he, 1 woidd weep ayd sigli, and look back a 
little upon my wr(*tcheil life, tin* history of wltielr would 
make the world amazcMl ; but alas ! the prosjxvt was so 
dark, and it till(‘d me with so much terror, that I e(Hild not 
bear it ; thin 1 Avould fly to wine and com[)any ll>r r(‘lief ; 
that*^ yvum brought on (*xcess, and that eomjiany, being 
always wieked like mysr'll* brouglit on t(*mptatioii, and 
then all reflection vanished, and 1 was the siime vile wretch 
as before. 

lie sj)oke this with so much afreclion, tliat his face* was 
even smiling when he talked of it, and yet lus eyes had 
tears standing in them at the sjuiie time, and all tin* linn,*; 
for Be had a d(*lightfyl sorrow, il' that l>t‘‘a propc‘r ex})ression 
i.ir^ speaking of it. 

This was* a strange relation to me, and Ix'gan td afflict 
me a^ler a manner that I did not und(*rstaii(l. I loved to 
lu'af him talk of it, an3 y(*t it always left a kind of a. dead 
lump behind it upon my heart, whielnrcould gijH* no rea- 
son for, rfur imagine to v\diat it t(*.nded ; I had a h(*aviness 
on my soul, without being able to deserif)e it, or to say 
wliat ailed me. 

WelJ, he went on with his relation. After this, sjiys he, 
I fell iiiK)..the hands of a justice for a trifle,' a pie.ee of sport 
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in niir crime ; jind I, that for a lumclrccl rol)l)cri('s, as well 
on tlie liip*h\vay*as ollierwfce, tlic particulars of wliich Ayould 
fill a l>ook to give aa aee.ouiit of, ougLi, AVhonever T was 
taken, to be liaiiged iii^Oiains, and wlio, if it. had bcoii 
jmblie, could not have failed of having twenty jx‘oplo come 
in against me, Avas ])rivat(‘ly hurried into a country gaol 
under a Avrojig name ; tried for a small Diet, Avitliin benefit 
df eh'rgy, and in wdiich 1 was not ])rincipally guilty, and by 
lliis iiH'ans obtained ihc iiivour of l)eing transported. 

And what, think yon, said he, has most sensibly affected 
“liu, and bi-onght on the l)h‘ssed changes that, 1 lidpe I may 
say, (lo^ has wrought in my soul ? Not the greatness of 
my erimes, but tin* Avoiid(M\s of that merciful ])rovi(]enc(*, 
Avluclv,.wl^m it^has mtnry in store for a man, ofien In'ings 
him into the Inders, into sorrow and misery for lesser sins, 
tliat ni(‘n may bi* ](‘d to see Iioav tiny are spared from the 
]ninishment due to them for the gr(*aler guilt which they 
know lies u])on them. Do you tlfudv, tliat when I rov.oived 
llie grant of trans])ortation, I could l>c inseiisibh* what a 
miraeic' of divine goodness sneh a thing must be, to one 
wlio had so many ways deserved to be hanged, and must in- 
JidIH»Iy liave dii*d, if my true name had been known, or if 
tlie least notiee bad been g-ivim that it Avas such a notorious 
wrvtdi as I that was in custotly. Tlicru bc'gttii ihc first 
Jiintivf of rciKiilancc ; fi)r certainly tlie goodness’ of our 
gi'cjit ('reatt)r in s])aring us, when ifoideit our livo8^;tt 
his jVistice, ainl liis inorciful bringing us 'out of The 
inisori('s whieli w« j)hingo ourselves into, when we^.bave 
no way to extricate oursi'lves; liis bringing* those very 
niiseries to be tlie^iii’ans of our deliverjincp, and working 
good to ns out of evVl, \vheu we are working the very evil 
out ofhis good f 1 siiy, these things are certainly the strong- 
est niotiv(>s to reiVnlaiiee that arc hi thetvorld; and tlie 
sparing thieves fiom the gidlow'S certainly makt^ more 
I’cnitents than the gallgws itself, ^ • 
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It is true, conliinied he, lhat the terror of punish 
Wf»rks strongly iquui tlie mind ; hi view of di'atli iikmi are 
filled witli liorior of soul, and innn diately ttiey call that’'* 
'* rcpen1an(*e which I douht is too o'h'ii mislakihi, Ix^inor only 
a kind of anprnish in the soul, which breeds a frriel* for the 
punishment that is to ])e suffered; an ainazenu'ut foundc^d 
U])on the dreadful view of what is to follow, ljul lh(' s(*nse 
of mercy is quite another thiiiLi' ; this s'dzes all tht* ]>assioifs 
and all the affecti(»ns, and works a sin<*ere uiifeiLnied abhor- 
rence of the <‘i im(‘, as a cviim* : as an oflema* aL^ainsI oiir* 
Ihaiefactor, as an act of baseiu‘ss anc* inL’ratilude to hnn* 
who has <i'ivi‘n us life, and all the bl(‘ssinLifs and ctn.dorts of 
life: and who has coinpiered ns by continuiuL^ to do us 
frood, wlu‘n h(' has b(‘en ]>rovoked t(» ih^stroy us. 

As 1 had no iHlncation I nit as yon have h.eard, so 1 had 
had no instructi(»n, no knowledge of religion, (»r iiMle<‘d of 
the meaning of it ; and though 1 was now in a kind of‘ 
S(‘ai*ii’ . atb*r religion, it was a men* l(»oking, as it were, int( 
the world to see what kiinl of a things or plan* it was, am* 
wdiat had been done in it ; but as t(» him lhat made it, 
there had truly be(*n scana* a creature among all that ho. 
had made, Aviih souls in tlnnn, that w<‘n* so entiri*ly Avilh- 
out the knowledge’ of Gixl as 1 was, and made so litth; 
iiHjuiry alwnit it. 

Ib.t tL(* serious, affectionate discourse of this young man 
bcT-an to havi* different effects upon me, and I began to say 
to^lnyself. This man’s ndlections an* certainly \<'ry.jnst: 
but what a cnature am I, and wdiat havg J f)e(*n doing! 'I 
that never i.ncc* did this in all my life ; that nevcT said so 
much as, (b>d, I thank tliee for all tha,t 1 have been saved 
from, or a’d that I have ]>een Ijronght to in this w'orld ; and 
yet my lift? has been as full of variety, and I have been 
a.s juiracnlonsly delivered from dangers and -misebids, and 
as many of them as ever be has; and if it has* all been 
broiiglit to pass by an invisible hand in mercy to me, wdiat 
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, luivo 1 l>f*cn doing! and wliorc have T lived! that I only 
sbould be the iifost thoughtless and unthaiikrul pi* allGo4's 

•er(‘atnres! • r. *■ 

Tliis artiele'of gi-atitudy struck dee]>, and lay heavy upon 
my mind ; I renu^mbered that 1 was grat(*Jul to ihij last 
degrrc* to my old masti*r, who had raised me. from my low 
eondiiion, and llial 1 lov(‘d the very name ofhim, or, as might 
be said, the very groiind he trod on ; but 1 had not so juuch 
as onei‘ thouglit of any higher obligation, no, nor so much 
lik(‘ tlie lMiaris(*e, had said onc(*, (lod, J thank lhe(‘/’ to 
him tin- all lh(‘ inlluepee which his })rovideucc niUst have 
had in i**y whnle'hiliiir. 

* It oeeJiri-fd to m(‘ pr(‘sently, that if nom^ of all those 
lliings.beli^l ns ydihout the dir(‘ctioii of a'Divine Power, as 
my iirW instructor had told m(‘ at larg(‘, and that God had 
ordered 1 ‘verything, the most nihiute and h‘ast transaction of 
lift*, insomueli "‘that not a hair of our head shall fall to the 
•onnd without las permission I wiy, it occurred ^V'une, 
ait I had been a most untliankfid dog to that Provid(*nco 
.liat had done so mueh ft)r me; and the consecpienee of 
t]ie reflection was immediately this, liow justly may that 
|K)u^i*, so disol)lig(*d, takeaway again his wool and his flax, 
with which I am now elotlu*d, and reduce me to the misery 
of my first eircumslaiices. 

1'liis perplexi'd me mucli, and I was very pensive fwid aad; 
which, howevtT, my new' instrui^.tij^’Vas a constant coij|-, 
’•ter ;to nu', and 1 learned every day something or o1?i1t 
in^m him; upon ^vdiich 1 loltFhim vne mortiing that I 
thought lu’ must leave cAf teaching me Latin, ai^al tcaclt -me 
religion. * 

He s])okc with a g^c’at deal of modesty of his feeing in- 
capabh* of infurtuing me (»f anything that I did not know, 
and propost*d to >nc to »*ead the scriptures evpry day, ns 
tlui surc^ and only fund of instruction, I answ'cred in the 
^vords of* the euinieh to St. Philip, when the apos^e asked 
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liim if lio understood u'liat he read ; “ IIow can I, unless 
some onc^ gjiicle me 7 ” 

We talk(^d fw‘(j[uent]y ujuai this suebjeet, and 1 found scf* 
’imioh reason to Ixdieve he was a {*^ncere convert, tliat 1 can 
speak of liim as no other in all I have to say of him. llow- 
evi*r, I cannot siiy my thouglits were yet ripened lor an 
operation of tlial. kind; I had some imeasim'ss alxmt iny 
])asl life, and 1 lived now, and had do.ue so helbre 1 knew 
liim, a very regular soImt life, always tak(‘n up in my 
husiness, and running info no exci‘sses; hut as to com- 
ni(‘nciiig j)enitent, as this man had ilon(‘, 1 cannot s;iy 1 l?ad* 
any convictions u])on me sufficient to bring it on, imr had 1 
a fund of religious knowledge to suj>port me in it ; so i't 
wore off again gradually, as such things gimerally d(»,.Avliere 
tlie first im[)ressions are not deep enougli. 

In tlie meantime, as lie read over long ](‘etures of his own 
disasters to me, and a])])ru*d them all seriously to m(‘, so our 
disccy’^se was always vi‘ry solid and weighty, and we liaJ 
nothing of levity Ix^tween us, even wlnm we were not con- 
cerned in religious discourses. He read history to im*; and, 
wdiere books wito wanting, he gave me ideas (►f those* things 
which had not been recoi’ded by our modern histories, #r at 
least, that our number of books would not reach. By these 
things he raised an uncjuenchaljh* thir.st in nu*, after stxdiig 
som thing that wnis doing in the 'world ; and the more, b(‘- 
fan.se all the w'orld was at that time engaged, more or less,* 
iif Ihe great*war, wJierein llie Frc*neh king might be iRaid to 
b(‘ ei-gaged 'evith and againtt. all the jK)weis of Europe. 

N’.Hv, I looked upon myself as onv. buried alive in a 
remote part of l\ie world, where I could, see nothing at all, 
and hcar4)Ut a little of what was R(*eM, and tlijit litflcnot 
till at least half a year after it wnis dom*,, aad somotim(‘s a 
year or more ; and, in a word, the old reproach ollen canic 
ill Ihe way, namely, tliat even tliis was not yet the life of a 
geutlenuj^ru . . ’ 
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It was true, that this was much noaiw to it than tliat of 
a pickpock('1, and still n(*a^or than that of a sold slave > 1ml 
’hi short, this ^ould luff do, and 1 could receive no satisfac- , 
lion, ill it. 1 had now a f«icond phintation, a very consider- 
able cmc, and it went forward ve^y well. I had on it 
almost a hundred servants already of sundry sorts, and an 
ov(‘F’se(T that 1 had a <j!;reat di^al of reason to siiy I might 
dept‘nd upon, and l>«t that 1 had a third in embrj’o, and 
newly begun, I had nothing to hind(‘r ni(‘ from going where 
1 pleased. 

** Tl<iwever, T n(vw b(‘gan to frame my thoughts for a v(yage 
to England, resolving then to at‘t as I slionld see cause, but 
\vnh a seciH't resolufion to s(‘e more of the world if possible, 
and reaJiztuthosr^ tilings to my mind which I liad hitlierto 
only ent(*rlained remote ideas of by the help of books. 

Accordingly 1 pushed forward the settlenn^nt of my third 
j)lantation, in nrdcT to bring it to be in a postni‘(‘, inther to 
^be let to a tenant, or left in frust With an overseei',*^ tis I 
sluaild find occasion. 

Had I resolved t(» leave it to an overseer, or steward, no 
man in tlie w(»rld could Inn^c b(‘cn fit for it like my tutor; 
blit ^ could not think of parting with him who was tlie 
<'anse ot'^^iny desin* of travelling, and Mdiom I concluded to 
. make my ]>artuer in my travels. 

ll was thre e year^ atler tliis before could get th1ngi=f ir 
e*>rde.r, fit tor my leaving tlie cotiniry^ In this time^ 
de*livered my tutor from his bondage, and would*have giver 
him his liberty, bnX to my gi-eat disap])ointinent, 1 fAuu 
that 1 could not emjiower him to go tor England 1111*^111, 
tiim‘ was (‘>u)ired, aeeyuding to the certificate of his trails 
liortation, wdiitli was /egisten^d; so T madc^ him oi?c of iiu 
oversei^rsj and tlft‘reby raised him gradually to a jirosjicct o 
livi ig iu.jh<^same' manner, and liy the like steps that np 
good benefactor raised me, only that I did not assist iim to 
outer upon pluntLiig tbr^himsedf as I was assisWdj •neither 
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was I upon the spot to do it; l)nt this inmrs dilip^oiico and 
honost application, oven unassisted, doliver(Hl himself, any 
farther than, as I say, hy making him an ov(‘rs(‘(‘r, wliieh* 
was only a present ease' and eleilivV*ranee to him, fi*oni th<* 
hard lahour and fiuM' whieih ht‘, emdure'd as a servant. 

AVhe*n I came', to look noareT into the voyage, it, oeeurn^d 
to me tliat it would not l)e j>ru(lent to put my .cargo all oii 
hoard the winie ship tliat I went in; si^I sliipjn'd at seveifti 
times live hundred hogsheads e)rtobae*eo in s(‘Ve*ral ships for 
Englanel, giving notice to my t*orre*spondeii1 in London that' 
I would embark about siu'h a time* <o come oa'ci* mj se'If* 
anel ordering him to insure, i'or a considerable sr^m, pro- 
portiemeel to the^ valuer e)fmy e‘arg(>. 

About tw’^o inontlis aher this 1 le‘h the . placis «‘md (‘in- 
barke*(l l()r England in a stout shi]), e‘arryi>ig twenty-l!»nr 
guns, and about six hundre*el hogsheads (>l* tobacro, and A\e 
left the capes of Virginia on the 1st of August. AVe* lunl 
a vOiy sour and rough voyage feu* tlie first fortnight, ihongli 
it was in a season so generally not(*d I'or good \ve*alh(‘r. 

When I came toLemdon, I was ve‘ry well rec<‘ivt‘il by my 
friend, to whom I liad ce)nsigni*el my edfects, and 1 jdniid 
myself in veiry geH)d earcunistance*s ; lor all my goods, whie iu 
;is above, by seweral shijxs, I had con.signeel te) hjm, evniu 
safe to hanel ; and my ove'rse*ers that 1 had Jell bebiiid, Irrl 
stiippiid lour hundr<‘d hogshe*aels of tpl)aeeo to my coi- 
ex^^spoiidcnt in my ab-syne^^f, being the product of my pjan- 
tation, or part of it; so that I had above 1000/.*in my 
facteyr’s haiids, two huneh-ed hogsheads, e)l‘ loljae.co bcvsides 
left in hand, not sold. 

I had nothing to do now, but entir.e>y to cfn^eu'al inyse‘ll 
from all that had any knowle^elge of me; be(<»re*, and this wji.'* 
the ( 3 a.sie^st thing in tlu; worlel te> do ; for I Vas grown out ei 
everybody’s kuow]e*xlge, anel me)st ed’ the»se \ hyd known 
were grown out of mine. My captain, wlio wont with me, 
or, ratlfhjr,‘wlio earned me aw^ay,.! femiid by in(j[uiring at 



THE LIFE OF COLONEL JACK. 


323 


tIic proper place, hud been raTn})liiig about the world, came 
1o LoTidoTsi, fi‘U inter liis own trade, which l^e could mlt for- 
bear, and ^nuvin^ an enpn(*nfc liij:^}iwayinan, had made 
exit at tlie gallows, afllei'a life of fourteen years most ex- 
(jiiisite and siiceessful rogueries, particulars of which 
.would make, as I o])serv(*d, an adniirabhj history. My oflier 
hrolluT Jack, whom 1 calked major, followed the like wdeked 
tViHh‘, but was a man of more gallantry and generosity; and 
^having committed innumerable d<‘|)redati(ms upon mankind, 
had always so much dext(*rity as to bring hijnself off, 
till at length In* ,^vas laid fast in Newgatt*, and loaded wdth 
ijous, and would et‘rtainly hav'e gone the same way as the 
caplain, hut lie w'as so ^(‘xterous a rogye, that no gaol, no 
lethrS/ wituld lic^ld him; and ht*, with two more, found 
means to knoek (df their irons, workiid tlieir way through 
th(‘ wall ol'tln* pi’isoii, and l<‘t tliemselves down on the out-* 
si(l(‘ in tin* night ; so eseaping they found means to g<*t into 
Fi*an(’e, wlien* he followed the siime trade, and witli so 
much siiecess, tliat lie grew fimoiis by the name of Anti lony, 
and liad the honour, with thre(* of Ids comrades, whom lie 
had^taiight tlie English w^ay of robbing generously, as lh(‘y 
called it, without, murdering or w’ounding, or ill-using those 
tliey robbed, 1 say,lHj liad tht; lionour to be Jiroke upon the. 
wheel at the (ireve in l^iris. 

All tliese things i found moans to i)e fully informed of, 
and’ to havi* a long account of the j^rtfeulars of tlieir cjri* 
iiuet, from some of tlufir comrades who liad llie 'food fortune 
to escape, and Avhef 1 g(^. knowledge of, witljout l(^.ing 
thtan so much as guess at who I was, or up#n what account 
1 iiKjuired.t 

I was now aj the lieight of my good fortune ; indeed I 
was in very good circumstances, and being of a frugal 
temper f»)]i^tb(! beginning, I saved things txigeflier as tlrey 
came, and yet lived very well too ; jiarticularly l^Bad the 
deputation of a very considerable merchant, and^-one that 
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came over vastly rich from Virginia; and as I fr(*(|uont]y 
bought snpjtlios l(>r my sovenil fannlios and j)hintati,.ons tliere, 
.as tliey wrote to me for thorn, so 1 2 )a^ised, 1 siiy, for a great' 
merchant. ‘ 

After some three years spent in this manner, 1 re- 
solved to go over to France, and accordingly I came to 
Dunkirk in tlic year 1700, and her(‘ I 1(*11 into coinjiany 
with some Irish officers of the rc^gimenV of Dillon, wlio by 
little and little entered me into the army, and l»y the help 
of Lieutenant-(7eneral Connor, an Irishman, ami soijk* 
money, I ol)taiiied a company in his /egiinent, and so went’ 
into th(! army directly. 

I was exc(‘(‘dingly pleased with my new ci renin stances, 
and now I used to sfiy to mys/‘lf, I was com * to ^vha,t.*l was 
born to, and that I had never till now lived th(‘ life of a 
‘ gentl(*man. 

Our r(*gim(‘nt, after T had been soim^ time in it, was 
comtnanded Into Italy, and one of tin* most consid(‘rable 
actions that I was in was the famous attack u])on Cremona, 
in the Milanese, wln*re the •Germans, being jn'ivalely anti 
by treachery let into the town in the night through a kind 
of common sewtr, surprised tlie town, and got possession of 
the gr(‘atest ivAvt of it, surjrising tin* Mareschal piikt* de 
Villeroy, and taking him ]>risoner as he came out of his 
(piarters, and b<*ating tin* French tro()]).¥ wliicli wen* Icfl in 
citad(;l ; but W'nv ih the iniddh* of th(*ir victory*^ st*' 
])oldly and j-esolutely attacked by two Irish r(‘gim(*n1s who 
were'* quartered in the street leadmg tA tin* riv(‘r To, and 
who kept poss(;ssi(m of the water-gate or Po gate of the 
town by wdiich the German reinl(>r«ebients sjjoiild have 
conic in, tliat, after a most desyicrate fight, tin? Germans 
hqd their victory wrung out of their liarids, and, not being 
able to brtak through us to let in tfn*ir fkicT^f^s, wtT(‘ 
obliged’ at length to quit flie toAvn again, to tin* (itiirnal 
honour of tliosc Irish rcgim(‘iitB, and indeed of their whole 
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nnlion, and for, which wtijhad a very handsome compliment 
from th(^ King.of Fl-anc'e. 

The smnnK‘r after th»s, our two Irish re^imi^nts \v<jr(^ 
drawn out into tin* field^ and Ijad many a sore brush with 
tlie (lermans; for Prince Eugene, a vigilant general, gave 
.us little rest, and gaincMl many advantages by liis continual 
moving u]) and down, harassing his own men and ours too; 
and whoever will 3o thi‘ Frencli justice, and knew liow 
.tluy lH‘hav(‘d, must a(!knowledge they nf‘V(T declino^d the 
^G» 4 Unans, but fought tlnnn upon all occasions .with tlie 
utmost resohitioi^ aiul courage; and, tliough it cost tlie 
blood of an inlinite nuinlxn* of line geTitlemen, as well as 
private soldiers, yet the Duke do Vimdopie, who now com- 
manded, iBougff ting J'hilip w'as himself in tin' army tliis 
campaign, niad(‘ tlie Prince of Savoy a full return in his 
own kind, and drove him from post to j>ost, till he was just 
at the ])oi!ir of (juitting the wdiole country of Italy. All 
that gallant army Priiutc Eugene brought with him into 
Italy, wliicli was the best, without doubt, for the goodness 
of the, troo]>s, tliat ever were there, laid their bones in that 
cniiptry, and many thous;itids more after tliem, till the 
alfairs of •^hmiee d(*clining in other places, they w’ere Ibrced 
ill tlieir^turn to give way to tlndr fate, as may be seen in 
the histories of those times; but it is none of my busin^'ss. 

The ])art that 1* bore in these^ atfrirs was but short and 
shavj); w(‘ took the field about the lf(*gifming of July 
ami the Duke de Venddme ordenxl the wlvjle an^ to 
draw tin' sooner <()gi*tl#(‘V, in order to relieve jthe ci^ of 
Mantua, which was blocked uj) by the imperialists. 

Ih-iiice JCugonc u^s a politic and indtH'd a ^fortunate 
prince, and lia^ the y(*ar lx'li)re pushed oiir army upon 
many occasion^; l>ut Ins good fortune began to foil liii^ a. 
little tluilyc^ir, for our army was not only more numerous 
than his, but tin.* dukt' was in the field before him^*and, as 
the prince had 'held Mantua closely blocked all the 
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wintor; the duke resolved to leave* the to\\ui^ cost what it 
would. Ag? I pid, the duke was first iu the rfield ; the, 
^prince was in no condition to j)revent*his raising the blo(*k- 
a(ie by force, so hi* dr(*w oft‘lns troV)ps ; and, leaving several 
strong bodies of* troopsrto protect Bersello, which the Duke 
de Venddme tlir(*att‘n(‘d, and Borgo Fort, where his inaga-. 
zinc lay, he drew all the rest of his forces tog(^ther to make 
head against us. By this time the King of Spain Avas come 
into the army, and the Duke de Vi'iiddnie lay witli aboiu 
thirty -five thousjind men near Luzara, Avliicli he liad^c^- 
sojved to attack to bring Prince Eii'gen(,; to a baltU* ; the 
Prince of Vaudemont lay intrenched with tw(‘nty tiiousanil 
more at Kh'alto, behind Mantua, to covct the frontit^rs ef 
Milan, and there Avere near twelve tluaiSinid ^in Mantua 
itself ; and Monsieur Pracontal hiy Avilh ten* thousand itkmj 
‘ just und(T the cannon of one of the Ibrrs which guard the 
causcAvay Avhich leads into the city of Mantua : so that had 
all <liese joined, as they would liaA'^e dom* in a fcAv days 
more, the prince must have been put to his shifts, and 
would have had enough to do to have maintain(‘d himself 
in Italy; for he. Avas master of no one place in the country 
that could have held out a l(>rmal sieg(* of fift(*en days, and 
he knew all this very Avell ; and theref()re, it secmis, while the 
Duke of Wnddine re-soWed if possible to bring liirn to a 
battle, and to that e|\d made dispositions to attaek Luzara, 
AAu^re surprisei? t#/ iirid, the Ifith of Jum* 1702, 'the 
whole imperial army apj)eared in battalia and in full* march 
to ^^tack i:^s. 

As it happened, our army Avas all marcJiing in columns 
toAvards J^hern, as Ave had done for tAj^^days Ixrfbre; and I 
should have told you, that three days Indore, the duke 
having notice that (leneral Visconti, witli three -imperial 
rc!gim(‘nts 6f horse, and one of dragoons, was at 

VictoAa, on the Tessona, ho resolv<‘d to attack tliem ; and 
this desi^ AA^as carried so secretly, that while Monsieur 
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Visconti, though our army was throe leagues another way, 
AVMS passir^g t,owards Modenese, he found himself ijnex- 
pi'ctedly attaejied by !?ix tlioiisjuid horse and dragoons of th<\ 
French anny. lie defended himself very bravely for n^ar 
an hour; when being ovcr])owercd^ and finding he should 
he forced into disord(*r, he sounded a retreat; but the 
s<{uadrons hud not liicod about to make their retreat scarce 
a ipiarter of an hc?iir, when they found themselves sur- 
^rounded with a great body of infantry, who had entirely cut 
otf^heir retreat, excej)t over the bridge of Tassona, which 
being throng(‘d yith*their baggage, they could neither* get 
l»aekw:fi*d or ibrAvard ; so th(‘y thrust and tumbled over one 
anotluT in such a maniKjj*, that they could preserve no kind 
of orrh*r but# aluindance fell into the rhuT, and w’^ere 
droAvned, Avere killed, and more taken prisoners; so 

lliat in a word, the Avhole three regiments of horse, and one# 
(!l‘ di'agoons, AV(‘re (‘iitirely defeated. 

This was a great blow" to the prince, because theyiwere 
s<.nie <d' tin* choicest troops of his Avhole army. We took 
ulxnil f()ur hundred j)risoiiers, and all their baggage, which 
Avas a verj' consich-rable booty, and about eight hundred 
horses; and n<» doubt these troops A\"ere very much Avauted 
in the battle that ensued on the loth, as 1 haA"e siiid. Our 
army being in full march, as above, to attack Luzara, a J)arty 
of(b nnans apj)eaTHxl, being about si x ^hundred hor^e, and in 
less than an hour more, tlieir^ anny, in orde # #f 

iatlle. 

Our army fojifled iijunodiately, and the dute posted the 
regiments as tlu*y came up, so much to thejr advanUige, that 
Prince* Ei^ene wal^^diliged to alt(‘r his dispositions, and had 
this particul.-ir inconvenience ui)on his hands, viz. to attack 
an army snpt‘rior to his oAvn, in all their most advantageous 
j)()sts; Vhw’eas,’had he thought tit to have wtiited butfone 
day, AVI* should have met him half W"ay : but this aws owing 
to the i)rid(*- of the German g(*nerals, and th’eif being so 
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opinionated of tlie goodness of tlieir trooj)s. The royal army 
■vvas posted with the l(*fl to the gi^eat, river Po„oii the oilier 
/-ide of wliich tlie prince of VandeniolH’s army lay cannon- 
Jiding the intrencliments which tins imperialists had made at 
Borgo Fort ; and hearijig that tliere was like to he agencj*al 
battle, he detached twelve battalions and about a ihousiUKl. 
horse, to reinforce tlu‘ royal army ; all wliich, to our 
great encoiirag(‘in(‘nt, had time to joih the army, while 
Prince Eugene was making his new dispositions for th«* 
attack ; and yet it ^vas tln‘ coming of ihesi; irtiops wliich 
caused Prince Eugene to resolve to b(*gin Jhe fight, ex]H‘ct- 
ing to have come to an action btTore (luy could co’iue uj) ; 
but he Avas dis;ip])oinled in the reason of light ing, and yet 
tvas obliged to fight too, wliich was an enw in^he 'priinio 
that it was loo late to retrieve. 

It was five o’clock in tln‘ evening bedbre he could bring 
up his w'hole line to engage ; and then, alter having cannoii- 
adedius to no great puqiose lor half an hour, his right, coin- 
maiided by the Prince de Commercy attacked our lelt witig 
with great fury. Our men received them so w(‘ll, and 
seconded one anotluT .so ])urictually, that they were rejmlsed 
w'ith a very great slaughter, and the Prince di* Commercy 
being, unha])])ily for tliem, killed in the first onset, vthi* re- 
giments, for want ol’order.s ,and surpris(*d with the fall of so 
great a 'man, '\v(Te puslied into disorder, and one wlude 
IrVzade was entirely bi^ok^*. / 

fiut their Second line advancing, under Gen<‘ral Ileibevill^ 
restoiVd thi/igs in the first; tlie liattaliorf,, rallied, and they 
came bold!/ on tp charge a second tiimt, and being sc'conded 
wdth new reinforcements from their maiK’nody, oiijr men had 
their turnf and were pu.shed to a canal, Avhich lay on their 
left flank, bet'woen them and the Po, behind which they 
ralhed, and being sujiported by new troops, as w6elj^iors(‘iis 
foot, thoy fought on both sides with the utmo.st obstinacy, 
and withSsuch coui*Jige and skill, thal&it was not possible to 
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jiulgc wlio sliould h«wc liad tlie better, could they have been 
able to h{i.vo, fought it-out. 

On tlie right of tlfe royal army, was posted the tiower Tif 
the Frencli cavalry ; jiamely, the gendarmes, the royal 
carabineers, and the queen's horso^-giiards, Avith four hun- 
dred liorse inor(*, and next them tlie infantry, among whieli 
AV(jrt‘ our brigade ; the horse advanced first to charge, and 
*tli(*y carried all b?‘fore them sword in hand, receiving the 
lire of two imperial r<*ghnents of cuirassiers, without firing 
a^hot, and falling in among them, bor(' them down by the 
strength of thei| horses, putting them into confusion, and 
leh so^clear a field for us to follow, that the first, line of our 
infjintry stood drawui uja upon the gi*oimd A\diich the enemy 
al liivt ]K,^sesstd^ 

In this firsfattack the Marquis di». Croqui, who commanded 
the whol(‘ right wing, was kill(‘d; a loss Avliieh fully bi^ 
lanced tin* (hiath of the Ih'ineo de Commercy, on the side of 
tlie (lermans. After W(* had thus pushed the eifeniy's 
cavalry as above, their troops, b(*iiig I'allied by the dexterity 
of their generals, and siqiported hy tliree imperial regiments 
of^fiiot, came on again tc» tlu^ charge with sucli fury, tliat 
nothing eould Avithstand tlieiu; iuid here tAAa) battalions ol* 
onr IritJi rtginicnts Avere put into disord(T, and abundance 
(•four men killed; and here also I had the misfortune to 
.receive a Tuusket ^hot, Avhie.h hrokc^ my h*ft. ann ; • amT that 
was not all, foi^Avas knocked d(/^vivl)Jia giant-like Gen!i(ii 
^soldier, Avho, when he thought he had killed lAe, set his foot 
upon me, but A^wsimiiyMliately shot dead by oSe of m^men, 
and fell just upon me, Avhieh, my arm b^iiig *l)rokeii, was 
a very gjeat mis^Miiei to me ; for the very Avei^ht of the 
fellow, Avho Avas almost as big as a horse, av^ such, that I 
Was no.t able t& stir. 

• Our^er^ Avert^’ b(‘at('n back after tliis, from tlw phicjc AV’fiero. 
they stood ; i.ind so I Avas left in possession of tlw enemy, 
hut was not their prifvmer, that is to sjiy, was iloWbund, tiU 
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next mnming, when a party being sent, as usual, witli sur- 
georns to look after the wounded men, amcmg dgjjd, found 
irte almost smotliered with the dead Vlennam and others 

I 

that lay near me : howevi'r, to do ehem justice, they us(‘d 
me witli liumanity, an,d the surgeons s(4- niy arm very 
skilfully and well ; and four or five days after, 1 had liberty , 
to go to Parma upon j)ar()le. 

Both the armies oontinued fighting, especially on our hd’t' 
till it was so dark that it was impossibh' to know who they 
fired at, c)r for the generals to se(‘ what they did ; so tlj^y ^ 
abatc^d firing gradually, and, as it mrty Ixj truly said, the 
night jiarted them. 

Both sides claimed the vicforj^, pnd both concealed their 
losses as much as it waspossibh^ ; but it isj*ef>tain*ihat'never 
battle was fought with greater bravcTV and obstinacy tliaii 
fills was; and had there been daylight toliave fought it out, 
doubtless there W’ould have been many thousand more men 
killedf*on both sides. 

All the Germans had to entitle them to the victory was, 
that they made our left, retire, as I have said, to the canal, 
and to the high hanks, or mounds on the edge* of the Po: 
but they had so much advantage in the retreat — tiny fired 
trom thence among the thickest of the enemy, and could 
never be f()rced from their posts. 

. Tfie best te.stimonjj tlie royal anny kid of the victory, 
which was cer^V uly tlie better of the t>;/», w%as, that., 1 W(» 
days after the fight, they attacked Guastalia, .as it Avere ii^ 
view j'f the (ierinan army, and forc^fd tlit '^arrison to sur- 
render, and to sw^ar not to serve ag?iln for six morilhs, wdiich, 
they beinj^ fifteen liundred men, was u jj^eat loss the (Jor- 
mans, and yet^ Prince EugeiH* did not offi^r to reliovi' it ; and 
after that Ave took several oth(T posts, whi(*h (he imperialists 
hadVpossessiftn of, but were obiig€*d to quit theftri uf^on tfa* 
a])proacK of* the French army, not being in. a condition to 
flight anotitier battle that year. 
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My campjiipji was now at an ond, and I camo lame 

ofl‘, I carrp? yff mndi l)cfter than alunulanee of f:ri*ntl^.inen ; 
for in that bloody l>jfitle wc had abovc^ lour hundred olfj^^s 
hill(*d or wounded, wlierei>f tliroe were general oliic(Ts. 

I had now a secret design to quit^the war, for I really had 
had enough ol* fight Ing ; but it was counted so dishonourable 
a thing to quit, while the anny was in the field, that I could 
not dis[»ense with It ; but an inbirvening accident made that 
part easy to iru* : tlie war was now r(‘new(‘d between France 
aj^d England, and Holland, just as it was before; and the 
Frericli king meditating nothing more than how to give the. 

. EngliAi a. diversion, fitted out a strung squadron of men-of- 
war and frigates, at D^unkirk, on board of which h(* em- 
barkvd a*i?)ody of troops, of about six thousand five hundred 
men, besides* volunteers ; and the ne^v king, as we called 
him, though more* generally he "vvas called the Chevalier de 
St. Geojgt*, "was shi]:)j»ed along wdlh them, and all i(>r Scot- 
land. I 

J pr(‘tended a great deal of z<'al for this service, and that 
if 1 might be ])ermittedto sell rny eom])any in the Irish regi- 
ment I was in, and have tlie ehevalier\s brevet for a colonel, 
in case of raisljig troops for him in Great Kritain, afier liis 
ai’rivar, I would en^bark volunteer, and seiwe at my own 
(‘xp(‘nse. The latter gave me a great advantage with the 
clievalier : fot^now 1 was esteemed as^a. man of eonSderatjotp, 
and one that n\^ist have a eonsiftertibb interest in myj^ofin 
^'’ouiitry ; so. 1 ol^tained leav<‘ to s(dl my compairy, and 
having had a p bd rolled sum of money remitted ny» from 
London, by tlie Avay of Holland, I j)ro]>ar(yl a very handsome 
equij>age|- and aA\^/i^ Y Avent to Dunkirk to embi^k. 

I was veiy well received by the chevalier ;\anu, as he had 
aifTaecount that I Avas an officer in the Irish brigade, and liad 
j5erv(*d|in ^taly,*and c(*usequenfly Avas an old soldW, all tliih 
added to the . character Avhich 1 had before, tmd %nade nu 
have a great deal of«houour paid me, though* J\f the same 
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time I liad no particular attacliment to his person, or to liis 
causey, nor indeed did I much consider the'. (;au^e of one 
fliae^ or other ; if I liad, T slioiild hardljr hav(* risked, not my 
life only, bnt efh‘ets too, which wfre all, as 1 mi^ht siiy, 
from that iiioin(*nt, forfejttHl to the English government, and 
were too evidently in their power to confiscate at their, 
pleasure. 

HoAvevcT, having just ri'ceived a lumiittance from Lon- 
don of oOO/. sterling, and sold my company in tlui Irisli rc'- 
gimeiit for very iieai as mncli, I was not only insi*ns^y 
drawn in, hut was ]>eHectly volunteer ili thi^ dull cause, and 
away T wvni witli them at all hazards; it belongs vefy little, 
to my liislory to give an account of that fruitless (‘xpt'dit ion, 
only to tell you, that, being so < losely aiid»^clK*ctii?^lly ehasi il 
by the English lli‘et, which was superior in’ force to the 
Fremdi, 1 may say, that in escaping tliem, 1 escajuid being 
hang(*(l. 

It l.vas the good fortune of the Freiudi, that tiny over- 
shot llie ])ort tliey aiim'd at, and int(*nding lor the fritli ot 
Forth, or, as it is calh'd th(‘ fritli of Edinbuj*gh, th(‘ first laud 
they made was as fiir north as a jilace ealhul MontroM*, 
wh(T(» it was not their business to land, and so tln;y were* 
f obliged to come back to tlie fritli, and* were gotten * to the 
V entrance f>fit, and came to an anelior for the tide; but tliis 
(Jelgy oi* ^hinderance ^ave time to the, En^’sh, under Sir 
(K?»rge Bing, to <u»ine •to*the frith, and 1^(*y caim^ to an- 
anchor, just as we did, only waiting to go up the frith witl^. 
the 

Had we not ov/u’shot the port, as above, all our squadron 
had been dj^stroyed in two days, and ifJly/c could Irive. dom*, 
had been to h^ve gotten into the i)ier f»r haven at Lidth, with 
the smaller fi igates, and have landed tlie troojis and amtiln- 
nitiAi ; we must have set fire to tlie men-ofW/ay#» for tlie 
English Ffquadron was not above twenty -four .hours behind 

us, or thei^eabout. • 

• * « 
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Upon this snrj)riso, the French admiral set sail from the 
north point of’flu^ frith, V?h(‘re we la}'^, and, crobwding^away 
' to the np>lli,‘. got tlie start of the Englislf lleet, and 
tlieir es(jajK*, Mdlli tlie loss of one ship only, which bcnrig 
])(*hind \)io rest, could not get away. When we' were sjitis- 
fied tlie English hdl chasing tis, which was not till the tliird 
Tiieht, wIhmi we alUTe'd our course*, and lost sight of them, 
We st(U)(l e)V(‘r to «Uk‘ coast of Norway, and heejang that 
sliore* on hoard all the way to tlie mouth of the Baltic., we 
' came to an anclior again, and sent jwo scouts abroad lb 
'I(‘<'u1i news, to see it the s(*a was clear, and being satisfied 
lliat tin* (*neniy did not cliase ns, Ave kept on Avith an easier 
v^ail, and (*anu* all baeh again to Dunkirk, and glad 1 was to 
srl my foot on-shpr'v again ; for all 'fhe^vliile Ave A\'ere thus 
ih ing for our. lives, I Avas under tin* gia^atest terror imagin- 
able, and nothing but halters and gilibets run in my head*, 
etiiieluding, that if 1 had been taken, I should certainly 
have been hanged. 

And noAv 1 tliought ]ieaA’’en summoned me to retire to 
Virginia., the ])laee, and, us T may say, the only jilaee, 1 
li:|l iKt-ri blesM'd at, or had met Avith anything that 
deserved the naine^jf success in, and Avliere, indeed, my 
ailiiirs ^xnng in gooc^liands, the jilantatious were increased 
t<» sueli a d<*g!’ee, tliat some years my return hero made up 
eiglit Imndrc'd ])ouiids, and cun* year almost a tlionV^ainn ^ ^ 
;I enih{U’k<*d .hr Virginia in tht ycjir --j- — , at the lowrf,^f 
Liv(‘t])ool, and Itad a tolerable voyage* thither, ‘only tlia't we 
Viiet Avilli a pira^^ ship, in tlie latitudi* ii 48 degj'ees^ wlio 
plLinder(*d us oi eMirvtfiing they could coi\lc atjthat Avas for 
their turn, that,j^ , provisions, ammunhion, small 

arms, and nion^y; but, to give the rogi'os kheir due, 
t]iv*?»gh tli(*y Averi* tin* most abandoned wretclies tliat were 
ev(.T s(jc*n,. tiny ‘did not use us ill; and as lo:.i^, it 

was not considerable, the cargo which 1 liad (ftyfj;j»ard was 
iiJ goods, and Avas of uo use to them ; nor coiiW fhey comi 
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ut those, tliinj^s without rummafijinfr tlic whole ship, wliicli • 
tljBj did not think worth their wliile. 

^"Inourid nil niy ntfiiirs in very good \>rdor at Yi^rginia, my' 
plantations prodigiously increased., and my nianag(*r wlio 
first inspired me with travelling thoughts, and made m(‘ 
master of any knowledge worth naming, received me with 
a transport of joy, after a rainhh^ of many years. 

T ought to 7-ememher it, to tlie enCouragi'ment of all ' 
faithful servants, that h(^ gave me an aeccmiit, which, I 
1[)eriev(*, was eritieary just, of the wlioh* aifairs of the 
j)lantations, each hy .hemselves, arid ])alanc(Hl in yoa?’S,* 
every yt‘ars produce! hewing fully Iransmitled, .Jiargcs 
deducted, to my order at London. 

I was exe(‘edingfy stCUsfied, as! had.gcvochreiioon ind(‘('d, 
with his management ; and with his management, as mneh 
in its degree', of his own, I ean rifely say it. He had 
improv(‘d a v(!ry large ])lantation of his own at tlie sjime 
timeywdiieli he began uj)on tlie foot of tlio coniitry's allow- 
ance of land, and the onc-ourngement lie had from me*. 

There remains many things in tlie coui’se ol'this unhappy 
life of mine, thougli 1- have h‘ft so litth' a part of it 10 spc^ik 
of, that is worth giving a large and distinct ae.tjonnt of, and 
!( which gives room for just refh'(!ti()ns of a kind vliicli 1 
have not made yet; ])articnlarlv, I tliink it just to add 
X^hojv, in \;ollecting tlie various changes , amj turns of myl. - 
iil5airs, I saw clear)*i;i,t^an -'ever T had ,rlon(^ before, how an / 
invincible overruling pow(T a liand intiueheed from aiidve. 
gdve-nas all c..ir a^f-ions of every kind, linii^j all our designs, \ 
and orders 1^e^’»:ents of everything r(*laling to us. 

I, who hiid hitherto lived, as migliMbe, ,v;ily sai^l, without 
God in tie wirld, began now to sec fai.h'r into all tliose 
things than I' liad over heoii yet capable of before', ajid^^his 
brought ^v^at last to look wdth shame and hlushys ujxfri 
Buch a eo*a>iie of wickedness, as 1 had gone throu^li in the 
world. II 
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But here 1 had, as 1 said, leisure to reflect, ahd.to cc- 
and lo eall (o jnftid tilings past, and .witK a ji|st 
' (Ii-lcsIatioJ lt;arn, as Job says, to abhor m^elf in 
iislies. ^ 

. It. is witli this temper that-1 have written my story. ’ 
w^ould liave all that de/^n to r(‘ad ft, pre|)ar(; to do so with 
the lenjj>er.oi‘ penitents; and reniemlKU* with how much 
.Vbnnhi^e tiny nilike their ])enitent reflections at home 
under the niereirul dispositions of Providence in peace, 
|)loiily, and eas(‘, ratlun* than al)road.pundiT the disci])liit!? 
\>r Jr Iranspor t<'d crii*j^al, or nnd(T llhc mistiries* and dis- 
iressc^./oj' a slil^>vvr('(‘ked wand(‘r(ir, or in exile, however 
iavourai)!}' ciiyuinstaric(‘d us mine. 

Such, 1 su)\^ inay n*pent with advutrfage; l)Ut how lew 
iire they that .seriously look in, till their way ks hedged up, 
and they liavi' no othm' Avay to look. • 

IIer(*, I say, I had leisure to re]i(‘nt. Ilow'lar it pleases 
(lod lo give tin; grace of repeiilanco where he givevs. the 
opjiortunity of it, is not lor me to say of myself; it is 
suflicient that 1 recommend it to all that read this story, 
n^len they fmd their lives come up in any degree to 
any simililudt' oi* edses, they will inquire by nni, and ask 
themso ves, is not t^is the time to rej)ent ? Perhaps the 
answer may touch them. 


THE END. 
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